
FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

November 27, 2016 

 

Text: Isaiah 2:1-5 

Theme: Walk in the Light  

 

Stay the course is a phrase used in the context of a war or battle.  It is 

an encouragement to keep focused on the goal regardless of obstacles 

or criticism. So I am inviting all of you Advent lovers to put on your 

protective armor and stay the course with me for the next four weeks.  

The holiday season began almost two months ago but do not be swept 

away by the urgency of their message as they constantly remind us 

how many days are left before Christmas.  The overwhelming list of 

things to do (like shopping and baking and making sure our homes are 

beautifully decorated) must not diminish the joy of the season.       
 

I will also wear my protective armor as some will question the reason 

we do not sing our beloved Christmas hymns now.   As your caring 

and compassionate pastor – I hear your cries.  But I also know there is 

something very valuable about this time of year that needs our 

attention.  It is called Advent and I have grown to love Advent as 

much as I love my birthday month (which is saying a lot). 
 

While these weeks are often seen as a time of preparation for 

December 25, our readings this year serve a deeper purpose.  Advent 

is a season of anticipation for a new day and a new world.  Our texts 

will prepare us to receive the baby Jesus but they will also prepare us 

for a time when God will rule with absolute justice and mercy which 

sounds really wonderful right now.   
 

Advent gets a bad rap because the words we hear are not always soft 

and comforting nor are they always filled with joy.  The music we 

sing may not make our hearts swell but this is serious business.  God 

wants our attention before God sends his Son to us.  God wants to 

challenge us before God leaves us with a sense of hope and with a 

promise for a future that is sure and true.  We are foolish to think that 

just because it is the holiday season that suddenly all is well with our 

world (or within ourselves for that matter).   

 

We need these four weeks to dwell in Scripture and hear words of 

longing and hope, fear and comfort, repentance and restoration, death 

that leads to a new birth, endings that make room for new beginnings.  

We need to hear how God will take the darkness we find ourselves in 

and turn us toward the light.  We need to hear that this world can and 

will be different.  And we especially need to be reassured that God is 

on his way. 
 

Today we will not only focus on Isaiah 2:1-5 but all of Isaiah 1 in 

order to hear those assurances.  Isaiah just received a vision and he is 

waking up the heaven and the earth to come and listen to what God 

has to say.  And once God has their attention, God tells all of creation 

that the entire nation is sinful.  People are filled with wrongdoing and 

they have forsaken the Lord.  And then God gets out his list:   

It is well and good that they offer sacrifices but God has had 

enough of the burnt offerings and no longer wants to see the 

blood of the lambs or the smell of the incense that covers the 

stink of their sins.  They make those offerings with their one 

hand and then sin against the people with their other hand. 
 

And then God makes another list for them.  They are to … 

Cease to do evil / learn to do good / seek justice 

Rescue the oppressed / defend the orphan / plead for the widow 
 

And at the end of that list there is 1:18 that reads – 

Come, let us talk this over 
 

God wants to sit down with us and have a conversation.  I love that 

about God.  God wants us to stop our busyness and discuss what is 

going on with us.  And this is where God offers words of hope.  Even 

though he sees our sins that are as red and crimson as blood those 

same sins will be forgiven and become as white as snow.  God offers 

us another chance to correct our behavior.   
 

As I read this section I must confess that the whole naughty or nice 

thing came to mind from one of the more popular Christmas songs.  

How many parents take advantage of this time of year to emphasize to 

their children the importance of being on their best behavior?  If you 

are nice then you will get everything on your Christmas list and if you 

misbehave then you will get a lump of coal in your stocking.    
 



I discovered a website where children can actually find out how nice 

they are and out of curiosity I clicked on it.  Immediately they asked 

for my name.  Because I was skeptical about the content of this 

website (and did not want to find myself in a precarious position) I 

did not hesitate to use the name of my brother instead.  And once that 

was done I clicked one more time and was surprised to see that the 

results were already in … I did not have to answer one question about 

the behaviors of my brother.   
 

And there it was … my brother was declared nice (which he is) (but 

not super sweet nice which is also accurate).  The website went on to 

give him positive feedback on his clean bedroom, improved table 

manners, and his ability to play games fairly.  However, my brother 

ate too much junk food which (again) accurately describes him. 
 

If this crazy website can describe behaviors without any background 

and with some accuracy, think about God knowing us so intimately.  

God does not have to ask us any questions either regarding our 

conduct.  God sees us from morning to night.  And God does not only 

watch us but God watches over us.  God takes our sinful nature and 

sits down with us and offers us a clean heart and a clean slate and 

another chance to be obedient to his will.   
 

This is the message of Advent. 
 

And then in Chapter 2 we see the words of Isaiah regarding the days 

to come.  People of every nation will stream to Mt. Zion.  God will 

give his instructions and then judge between the nations.  The people 

will be transformed by his teachings as everyone observes swords 

becoming plowshares and spears becoming pruning hooks.  Nation 

will not lift up any swords against other nations and there will be no 

more wars. 
 

When we skip Advent and jump too quickly into Christmas we miss 

this incredible vision and promise.  So for the remaining three weeks I 

want us to become so enamored with Advent that when we sit down 

with our family and friends on Christmas Day (and open our gifts and 

sit down for a meal) we will take the initiative to say to those around 

us that the greatest gift on December 25 is not only the birth of our 

Savior but God promises a day and a time when there will be no more 

wars.   

God promises the day is coming when weapons will be turned into 

tools that will be used to cultivate our hearts to bear fruit.  We will 

know peace – a lasting peace.  We long for the birth of Christ but we 

also long for this day.       
 

Come to the mountain of the Lord  

Be open to his teachings 

Walk in his path  

Walk in the light of the Lord …  

and wait with patience for Christ to come again.  Amen 
 


