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Summary 

First missionary journey is outlined in Chapters 13 and 14. 

Location of mission was centered on Cyprus and Galatia. 

Second missionary journey is outlined in Chapters 15:36-18:18. 

Location of mission was centered on Macedonia and Achaia (a regional part of Greece). 

 

Gospel was proclaimed within the story of salvation as revealed in the Old Testament.   

Guidance was given new disciples in organizing themselves mainly for the purpose of worship. 

 

In terms of the issue of circumcision (from Acts 15 and Galatians) – 

Some of the Jewish Christians of Jerusalem insisted that Gentile converts should be circumcised. 

No assurance of salvation should be given to males until this was fulfilled. 

Christian baptism was not to be a substitute for circumcision. 

Circumcision was the sign of membership in the covenant community. 

In the letter to the Galatians Paul confirmed there were still some advocates for circumcision. 

 

Judaizers also insisted upon the continuing authority of the food laws. 

Distinctions were drawn between clean and unclean foods. 

It appeared that the Gentiles were being compelled to live like the Jewish communities. 

As a result the Christian communities would become segregated from the Jewish communities. 

 

In Galatians the issues of circumcision and the observance of Jewish food laws were related. 

Both involved the fundamental questions – 

Upon what does salvation rest according to the Christian gospel? 

Is salvation ultimately a reward for the righteous achieved in obedience to the Law? 

Does the full assurance of salvation depend upon the glad response of faith in Christ? 

If the position of the Judaizers had been adopted then Christians would be a sect within Judaism. 

Practical effect of their demands would have been to force Gentiles to become Jews. 

Paul was convinced this would mean the cross of Christ had no saving power. 

If salvation was won by obedience to the Law then Christ died for no purpose. 

 

Third Missionary Journey  

Journey is outlined in Chapters 18:19-20:38 and is referred to as the Ephesian Ministry. 

It took place approximately between 52 and 57 AD. 

On the first two journeys Paul reached into new areas where he planted churches. 

On the third journey he visited no new places. 

He went out to strengthen believers in cities where he had been already in previous trips. 

Spending time at his home church in Antioch he then traveled through Galatia and Phrygia.   

He visited the churches in Derbe, Lystra, Iconium, and Pisidian Antioch. 



All of these churches he had established during this first missionary trip. 

Meanwhile in Ephesus Priscilla and Aquila met Apollos (an educated and eloquent speaker). 

Apollos became a powerful Christian teacher and at times rivaled the influence of Paul. 
 

 

     Ephesus was the capital of the Roman province of 

     Asia.  It was home to the famous temple of Artemis- 

     Diana and one of the Seven Wonders of the World. 

 

     Here Paul baptized twelve disciples who had 

     received a penitential baptism by John.  Along with 

     his companions Paul helped evangelize nearly all  

     the local residents. 

 

     Paul was in Ephesus for two or three years and  

     preached daily in the hall of Tyrannus.  Luke 

wanted the ministry of Paul be as successful as that of Peter. 

 

In Acts special notice is taken of those who practiced magic (Acts 19). 

According to several Latin and Greek authors Ephesus was known for its magic books. 

The Ephesian letters were thought to ensure safe journeys, success in love and in business. 

In Acts the books were brought together and burned in the sight of everyone. 

Public book burning would have caused quite a stir. 

 
 

 
 
 

Ephesian Letters are one of the oldest and most significant set of magical words. 

Characters formed a group of six words – 

askion, kataskion, lix, tetrax, damnameneus, and aision. 

First known appearance was in a Mycenaean (Bronze Age) inscription from the 5th Century BC. 

Ephesian letters occur a number of times in the Greek Magical Papyri. 

They were charms which called on Hekate (goddess in ancient Greek mythology).   

First two words were used in a Hekate charm associated with initiation. 

Fifth word was used in the Bear Charm.  

Because they hibernate bears symbolized cycles. 



In mythology bears represented mothering (archetype of the Great Bear). 

In Greek mythology the bear was associated with Artemis (Roman – Diana). 

Artemis was the goddess of the moon and woods. 

It was associated with the Virgin Mary in medieval writings. 

 

Christian theologian, Clement of Alexandra, recorded suggested meanings for the letters. 

Askion was darkness for it had no shadows. 

Kataskion was light since it casted a shadow with its rays. 

Lix was the earth according to the ancient name. 

Tetrax was the year according to the seasons. 

Damnameneus was the sun and the tamer. 

Aision was the true word and the symbol that the divine beings had been set in order. 

Today the Ephesian Letters continue to be used in rites honoring Hekate. 

 

Ephesus was an important center for early Christianity from the 50s AD. 

Between 53 and 57 AD Paul wrote 1 Corinthians from Ephesus. 

Later Paul might have written his Letter to the Ephesians while in prison in Rome (62 AD). 

Ephesus was one of the seven cities addressed in the Book of Revelation. 

It indicates that the church at Ephesus was strong. 

According to Eusebius of Caesarea, St. Timothy was the first bishop of Ephesus. 

In the early 2nd Century AD a letter was written by Bishop Ignatius of Antioch to Ephesians. 

Church at Ephesus had given their support for Ignatius who was taken to Rome for execution. 
 

 

      Legend is told that Mary may have spent  

     the last years of her life in Ephesus. 

 

     Argument is that John was in the city and 

     since was asked by Jesus to care for his  

     mother she must have been there too.  

 

     In the Roman Catholic tradition the House  

     of the Virgin Mary is considered her last  

     home.  It is a popular place for Catholic  

     pilgrimages and has been visited by  

     recent popes. 

 
 

Church of Mary (near the harbor) was the setting for the Third Ecumenical Council in 431. 

Second Council of Ephesus was held in 449. 

 

After his extended stay in Ephesus the Holy Spirit nudged Paul to keep moving on. 

Paul sent Timothy and Erastus to Macedonia.  

After some commotion Paul left town quietly and went across the Aegean Sea to Macedonia. 

He traveled to Philippi, Thessalonica, and Berea to encourage the churches there. 

Then he went to Greece and spent three months there. 

Eventually he returned to Macedonia by land. 



From Philippi Paul set sail for Troas for one week. 

Instead of traveling inland to visit the established church of Asia Minor he took a coastal route. 

Paul bypassed Ephesus since he knew if he stopped there he would stay longer than he wanted. 

He was set to reach Jerusalem by Pentecost.   

Disciples begged Paul not to go to Jerusalem, but he was resolute in completing his mission. 

Paul reached Jerusalem where he stayed with Mnason of Cyprus. 

Mnason was one of the people Paul helped convert on one of his earlier trips. 

During his time in Jerusalem we start to see what is known as the Passion Pauli. 

His dedication to his mission to spread the gospel led to his arrest, beating, and torture. 

Eventually he died in Rome at the order of Emperor Nero around 67 AD. 

 

Letters written by Paul on Missionary Journeys 

1 Thessalonians (52 AD) (P) 

Written from Corinth during an 18-month stay on his 2nd Journey after a visit to Athens. 

 

2 Thessalonians (53 AD) (M) 

Some say it was written from Corinth towards the end of his stay on his 2nd Journey. 

 

Galatians (53-54 AD) (P) 

Written from Ephesus during a 3-year stay and on his 3rd Journey.    

2nd official visit to Jerusalem (Galatians 2:1-14) took place in-between the 2nd and 3rd Journeys. 

 

1 Corinthians (55-57 AD) (P) 

Written from Ephesus near the end of his 3-year stay on his 3rd Journey. 

 

2 Corinthians (56-57 AD) (P) 

Written from somewhere in Macedonia on his way to Corinth on his 3rd Journey. 

 

1 Timothy (57 AD) (N) 

 

Romans (57-58 AD) (P) 

Written from Corinth on his 3rd Journey. 

 

Letters written by Paul while on house arrest in Rome (Prison Epistles) 

Philippians (61-62 AD) (P)  Written from Rome 

Colossians (61-63 AD) (M)  Some say it was written from Rome 

Philemon (61-63 AD) (P)  Written from Rome 

Ephesians (61-62 AD) (N)  Circular letter for all the saints who were believers 

 

2 Timothy (63-65 AD) (N)   

Some scholars believe that Paul was released after his trial before Caesar. 

If so he may have revisited many of the churches that he had already established. 

But he was eventually imprisoned once more. 

Some surmise that he wrote this final epistle to his beloved Timothy. 

 

 



Code – 

P are those that scholars believe were written by Paul 

M are those that maybe were written by Paul 

N are those attributed to his disciples  

 

All of these letters are around the time of his death – 

Hebrews (64-67 AD)    Not from Paul  

2 Timothy (66-67 AD)  Not from Paul  

Titus (64-65 AD)    Not from Paul  

 

After the Apostles 

In the last quarter of the first century a series of events affected the Christian community. 

Developments occurred as it shifted from initial enthusiasm to preparing for an enduring church.   

Most important single event was the fall of Jerusalem in 70 AD. 

Essenes were destroyed by the Roman troops as they passed through the Jordan Valley. 

Jewish Christians fled from the city. 

Christians interpreted this event as a sign of divine judgment on Israel. 

Israel had rejected Jesus Christ as the final messenger to the covenant established by God. 

When that event passed and the new age did not arrive the Christians had to rethink their theory. 

Forced them to discern the purpose of God for them and for the future of the world. 

 

Reassessment of the destiny of the church was related to the death of first generation of leaders.   

In letters by Paul and in Acts great importance was attached to the apostles. 

Authority was linked to apostles having been commissioned by Christ for their work. 

Deaths raised serious questions as to how authority was to be understood. 

It also raised the question of how it was to operate as the post-apostolic church. 

It became important to see the range of ways in which the apostles were remembered. 

It was equally important to see the variety of ways in which their authority was perceived. 

 

As to the fate of James and John, the sons of Zebedee there is little to go on. 

James was the first victim of Herod Agrippa.   

Later tradition supports the suggestion that his brother died with him in 44 AD. 

 

In Acts it is reported that Peter departed from Jerusalem at the time of this persecution. 

We are given no information as to where he went. 

He reappeared briefly in Acts 15 at the time of the Jerusalem Council. 

For some reason he is called Symeon on that occasion. 

There is strong support for the theory that he spent his time on extended missionary journeys. 

Later tradition claims that Peter went to Rome and became the first bishop of the church there. 

More than likely he was martyred in Rome under Nero in the same year that Paul was executed. 

Since Peter was not a Roman citizen he would have been crucified. 

Site of his execution and burial is thought to have been in the gardens of Nero. 

It is in this area that archeologists have uncovered a pagan cemetery. 

In it is a memorial thought to have been erected in honor of Peter by early Roman Christians.   

Over this spot was built the Church of St. Peter in the time of Constantine. 

In the 6th Century it was replaced by the great Basilica of St. Peter. 



There are only traces or legends about the fate of some other apostles. 

Thomas is said to have gone to India where the Mar Thoma Church preserves his name. 

Andrew (the brother of Peter) may have preached in northern Greece and Scythia. 

He is reported to have been crucified in Patras, Greece. 

 

Field of leadership was left to other Christian groups (especially those in the Pauline tradition). 

Views would have been different from the old covenant to the new one. 

More important was the fact that the fall of Jerusalem was not followed by the Parousia. 

Passing of the generation demanded then a rethinking of the divine timetable. 

How was the church to maintain the credibility of its faith? 

 

Gospel attracted leading members of society in Gentile cities. 

Prisca and Aquila had a house large enough for a meeting place for the Ephesian congregation. 

Wealthy seemed to have been in the minority but became the means for the church to develop. 

Major factor in early tolerance of Christians was that they were regarded as a Jewish sect. 

Persecution of Christians by Nero was unprecedented and not duplicated until 2nd Century.   

 

 

 
 

 

Completed 4 of 10 Themes      

God Saves a People 

People Find God is Faithful 

People Reflect Upon God 

People Live in God’s World  

 

Next Theme (Date to be Determined) 

God’s People Have Leaders  


