
PEOPLE LIVE IN GOD’S WORLD 

GOOD NEWS IN ALL THE WORLD 

 

Acts 13-18 

 

June 3, 2020 

 

Christians (Acts 11:26) 

The Greek word Χριστιανός is translated as Christian. 

Root of the word Χριστός has the meaning of anointed which makes Christ the Anointed One. 

Suffix that is added is actually the Hellenized transliteration. 

It is equivalent to the Latin suffix – anus.  

 

As discussed last week all the terms express the same idea. 

Suffix refers to what belongs to the person to whose name it is added. 

Christians belong to Christ (are those of Christ). 

Christians described Jesus Christ as their lord or master (in the Greek) (as in slave-master). 

As a result the word Christian implied slavery. 

For non-believers the term became a derogatory word since slavery was shameful. 

For believers in Jesus it was an honor to be a slave of Christ who was unlike other masters.  

 

Justin Martyr would be another to add to our list to study once we complete our work. 

For our purposes I site his Apologies that was addressed to the Roman Emperor Antonius Pius. 

In general he presented Christian truth within the context of current Greek thought. 

In this writing he emphasized that Jesus was the logos incarnate. 

Logos was a commonly understood Greek philosophical concept. 

Justin believed that any person who lived in accordance with the logos was a Christian. 

Person did not have to know it so (for example) Socrates was a Christian before Christ. 

In much the same way Abraham was a Christian. 

 

 
 

Prelude to First Missionary Journey  

Paul witnessed the stoning of Stephen (Acts 7). 

He was confronted by Christ and had a conversion experience (Acts 9). 

Once in Jerusalem the church leaders tucked him safely away in his hometown of Tarsus. 

Tarsus was located on the southeastern coast of modern Turkey. 

Meanwhile the persecution in Jerusalem grew. 

Believers fled to Phoenicia, Cyprus, and Syrian Antioch (which is not too far from Tarsus). 

Dispersed Christians brought the gospel with them and the church grew. 

When the leaders in Jerusalem learned how quickly it grew they sent Barnabas there. 

Leaders wanted to confirm what was happening. 

Barnabas confirmed that the gospel was indeed spreading. 

Church in Syrian Antioch was considered a work of God (Acts 11). 



Barnabas went to Tarsus to collect Paul whom he had earlier mentored in Jerusalem. 

Paul returned to Antioch with Barnabas to provide leadership for the fledgling church.  

After about a year the prophet Agabus spoke of a great famine that would come. 

Believers in Antioch raised support for the church in Judea. 

Gifts were sent to Jerusalem with Barnabas and Paul. 

 

After delivering the gift, Barnabas and Paul traveled back to Antioch with John Mark. 

John Mark was a cousin of Barnabas. 

While the church was in worship the Holy Spirit called Paul and Barnabas to spread the gospel. 

After more fasting and prayers, the church laid their hands on them and sent them off. 

It was the start of the first missionary journey. 

 

Tarsus 

It is a city about 12 miles inland from the Mediterranean. 

Currently it is the fourth-largest metropolitan area in Turkey with a population of 3 million. 

Its history goes back over 6,000 years. 

It has always been an important stop for traders and a focal point of many civilizations. 

 

In historical times the city was first ruled by the Hittites followed by Assyria and then Persia. 

Around 400 BC the patron god of the city was Sandon. 

Coins showed Sandon standing on a winged and horned lion. 

Lion of Saint Mark in Venice resembles a winged lion-griffin.   

 

Alexander the Great passed through with his armies in 333 BC. 

Tarsus was already influenced by Greek language and culture. 

Over time it became more and more Hellenized. 

Schools of Tarsus rivaled those of Athens and Alexandria. 

 

In 67 BC Pompey subjected Tarsus to Rome. 

During the Roman Empire, it was the capital of the province of Cilicia. 

It was the place where Mark Anthony met Cleopatra. 

In the Roman period, the city was an important intellectual center and had its own academy. 

One of its leading disciples tutored the first Roman emperor, Augustus. 

 

Tarsus was the city where Saul was born but he was brought up in Jerusalem. 

Already by this time a Christian community more than likely existed. 

However the city remained largely pagan. 

Owing to the overall importance of Tarsus many martyrs were put to death there.   

 

A cave in Tarsus is one of several places said to be the location of the legend Seven Sleepers. 

In Christian and Islamic tradition the Seven Sleepers was a story about a group of youth. 

They hid inside a cave outside the city of Ephesus around 250 AD to escape persecution. 

They were said to emerge some 300 years later. 

 

Site of St. Paul’s Church (now a museum with services held occasionally). 

Mosque in Tarsus is said to be the burial place of the prophet Daniel. 



     St. Paul spent about 30 years sailing 

     around the Mediterranean basin.  He  

     visited what we would consider to  

     be the major cities of his time. 

 

     First missionary journey most likely 

     took place between 44-48 AD.   

 

     From Antioch he went to the island  

     of Cyprus and then to Asia Minor. 

 

     Paul, Barnabas, and John Mark  

     (a younger cousin) would have  

     walked to Seleucia on the coast  

     (16 miles). 

 
 

Acts 13:4-12 

From Seleucia they sailed southwest to Salamis (home to Barnabas). 

There they proclaimed Christ in the Jewish synagogues and traveled across the island to Paphos.  

Sergius Paulus was the first Roman official to convert to Christianity. 

Boundary stone of Claudius mentioning Sergius was discovered at Rome in 1887. 

It is thought that Sergius first served three years as Proconsul at Cyprus. 

Later he returned to Rome where he was appointed curator. 

As he is not greeted in the Epistle to the Romans it is possible he died before it was written. 

 

In Paphos they encountered Elymas who actively tried to prevent a meeting with Sergius. 

It was quite common for Roman officials to retain the services of Jewish civic leaders. 

He would have served as a close personal counselor and adviser for the Empire.  

Strong local tradition on the island tells of Elymas tying Saul to a pillar to be whipped. 

From 2 Corinthians 11:24 – Five times I received from the Jews the forty lashes minus one.  

In Deuteronomy 25:3 the law states that a criminal should not receive more than forty lashes. 

In order to avoid breaking this command, the Jews would only give a criminal 39 lashes. 

 

In Acts 13:9 the name of Saul is now Paul. 

 

In 50 AD Barnabas returned to Cyprus with John Mark and set up his base in Salamis. 

He is considered to be the first Archbishop of Cyprus and the founder of the Church of Cyprus. 

Some Christians say Barnabas was stoned to death by Jews on the outskirts of the city (61 AD). 

His bones are believed to be located in the nearby monastery named after him. 

Several earthquakes led to the destruction of Salamis at the beginning of the 4th Century. 

Town was rebuilt under the name of Constantia and became an Episcopal seat. 

 

Acts 13:13-48 

Paul, Barnabas, and John Mark sailed from Paphos to Perga in the region of Pamphylia. 

For unknown reasons John Mark left the other two missionaries and returned to Jerusalem. 

It does not seem as if Paul and Barnabas spent much time in Perga. 



They headed north to Pisidian Antioch and preached in the synagogue. 

Many came to believe, and new believers asked them to return the next Sabbath. 

Almost the entire city showed up which made the Jewish leaders jealous of the crowds. 

Jewish leaders used abusive language to try to silence them. 

Paul and Barnabas responded that the Jews had their chance and had rejected Jesus. 

As a result Jesus’ message was going to be brought to the Gentiles. * 

Jews in Pisidian Antioch stirred up the people. 

Missionaries left and traveled to Iconium in Galatia. 

 

Acts 14:1-7 

Paul and Barnabas stayed quite a while in the city of Iconium. 

Actual founding of the city of Iconium is uncertain. 

It is clear that the city was proud of its Greek heritage. 

City was connected by a roadway to Pisidian Antioch (80 miles to the northwest). 

It offered good routes for trade and ease of communication. 

It was a Greek-minded community with a significant (but not dominant) Jewish community. 

 

After their preaching many Jews and Greeks believed but many did not.  

As a more democratic and Greek metropolis, resistance against Paul was not swift and decisive. 

Unbelieving Jews, Gentiles, and city leaders eventually planned on stoning them. 

Paul and Barnabas fled to the nearby cities of Lystra and Derbe in Lycia. 

 

Acts 14:8-20 

While Paul was preaching at the gates of Lystra, he noticed a lame man listening intently. 

He healed the man and the crowd declared that Barnabas was Zeus and Paul was Hermes. 

Zeus was the father of the gods and Hermes was the messenger of the gods. 

Priests of the temple of Zeus joined the crowds and attempted to offer sacrifices to them. 

Unbelieving Jews from Antioch and Iconium arrived and stirred up the crowds. 

Mob stoned Paul and dragged him out of the city.  

Disciples gathered around him thinking he was seriously hurt. 

Instead he stood right up and went back into the city. 

 

Lystra is believed to be about 19 miles south of Iconium.   

Roman Empire made Lystra a colony in 6 BC. 

Reasoning was to gain better control of the tribes in the mountains to the west. 

Later it was incorporated into the Roman province of Galatia. 

Soon afterwards the Romans built a road connecting Lystra to Iconium. 

 

Unlike other cities Paul visited Lystra apparently had no synagogue. 

Interesting fact since Timothy and his mother and grandmother were Jewish (and from Lystra). 

First location where the apostles reached the Gentiles without common ground of Judaism.   

 

Ancient city of Lystra is known for its rock formations.           

It is home to rock churches. 

Structures were built for defense and security. 

 



Acts 14:21-26 

Next Paul and Barnabas went east to Derbe (across the mountains from Tarsus). 

Many became disciples.  

From Derbe the missionaries backtracked through Asia Minor. 

Visited Lystra, Iconium, and Pisidian Antioch. 

Churches were strengthened and elders were appointed. 

Paul and Barnabas returned to the seaport of Perga to preach. 

To cover the 200 miles from Cyprus to Perga they would have boarded a commercial vessel. 

 

PERGA 
 

 
 
 

Acts indicates that Paul deliberately traveled to cities with Jewish populations. 

Perga was a major city and the presence of a Jewish community made it an ideal base. 

Scholars argue that Paul and Barnabas could have taken an easier but roundabout route. 

Opted to travel along the rugged valley because of the known hospitality of local communities. 

 

From there they went to Attalia and preached there before sailing back to Syrian Antioch. 

Between first and second missionary journey Paul wrote his Letter to the Galatians. 

In the letter Paul is concerned with the controversy surrounding Gentile Christians and the Law. 

Paul argued that the Gentile Christians did not need to adhere to the tenets of the Mosaic Law. 

Noted was the male circumcision. 
  
 

 
 



Second missionary journey was from 49-52 AD. 

Paul checked back on those early Christian communities from his first trip. 

He was accompanied by Silas and Timothy. 

Group headed to Lystra and then through Phrygia to Galatia and finally to Troas. 

In a vision Paul was told to bring the gospel message to Macedonia. 

Our church envelopes have these words on them – Rediscover Macedonia (stay tuned). 

By way of Samothrace and Neapolis they reached Philippi. 

Philippi was a Roman city in the first district of Macedonia. 

Today the archaeological site is a UNESCO World Heritage Site. 

UNESCO – United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization  

Here is some of the criterion used to assign Philippi as a World Heritage Site. 
 

 

     City is an exceptional testimony to the incorporation  

     of regions into the Roman Empire as demonstrated by  

     the layout and architecture as a colony resembling a  

     small Rome.   

 

     Remains of its churches are exceptional testimony to   

     the early establishment and growth of Christianity. 

 

     Monuments of Philippi exemplify various  

     architectural types and reflects the development of  

     architecture during the Roman and Early Christian  

     period.  The Forum stands out as an example of such a  

     public space in the eastern Roman provinces.   

 
 

Walled city includes all elements necessary to convey its values. 

It is not subject to development or neglect. 

Walled city is considered authentic in terms of form and design, location and setting. 

 

Acts 17 and 18 

After Philippi the group reached Thessalonica in present-day modern Greece. 

Paul performed many conversions but was quickly forced to leave. 

Left for Berea that was an important port in Macedonia. 

Same group that kicked them out of Thessalonica caught up with them. 

They pushed them to leave Berea as well. 

 

Next they arrived in Athens which had been severely damaged by Roman attacks in 146 BC. 

Still considered the capital of philosophy and knowledge. 

Paul engaged with many public intellectuals in both synagogues and public squares. 

In Acts 17:11-33 Paul spoke his famous speech about the Unknown God  to pagan thinkers. 

 

From Athens Paul headed to Corinth, capital of a Roman province in south-central Greece. 

Once more Paul engaged in prolific speeches that led to many conversions. 

He was also subject to hostility from groups of local Jews. 



From there Paul set sail for Syria and reached Ephesus and from there to Caesarea. 

He then returned to Antioch. 

 

Macedonia  

Of the churches of Macedonia a striking fact is the prominence of women. 

Probably due to the higher social position held by women in this province than in Asia Minor. 

To women the gospel was first preached at Philippi. 

A woman was the first convert and the hostess of the evangelists. 

A slave girl was restored to soundness of mind by the apostle. 

Long afterward Paul mentioned two women as having labored with him in the gospel. 

At Thessalonica a considerable number of women of the first rank were the earliest converts. 

At Berea the church included from the outset numerous Greek women of high position. 

 

Bond uniting Paul and the Macedonian Christians was particularly close and affectionate. 

Christians were open-hearted, joyful, and patient in trial and persecution. 

Activity in spreading the Christian faith was another reason Paul commended them. 

Seemed to be much freer than the churches of Asia Minor from Judaizing tendencies. 
 

Assignment for June 10 

Read Acts 19-26 
 


