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Brief Review  

Edenic Covenant is conditional 

It is also known as the Covenant of Works.   

Adam was to obey God, take care of the garden, and multiply and fill the earth. 

He was not to eat from (or touch) the tree that was located in the middle of the garden. 

Disobedience ended the covenant and the consequence was expulsion from the garden. 

In addition, the relationship with God was disrupted. 

 

Adamic Covenant is unconditional 

It was how God dealt with the breaking of the Edenic Covenant. 

It included punishments for the sin of Adam – 

Hatred between Satan and Eve (and her descendants) 

Women would experience pain in childbirth. 

There would be a lack of harmony between a husband and wife. 

Soil would be cursed and survival in general would be a struggle for the whole world. 

Death would be the fate of every living creature. 

 

Despite the curses there was a promise – 

God indicated that the seed of a woman would crush the head of the serpent. 

Scholars see the seed of the woman as Jesus Christ. 

He was bruised by the cross but then crushed the head of the serpent in the resurrection. 

 

Noahic Covenant is unconditional 

Promise was made by God (to the human race) never again to destroy the world with a flood. 

Promise was made to every living creature on the earth. 

In this case the promise was sealed with the sign of the rainbow. 

Scholars agree that Genesis 9 was written by the Priestly author (6th Century BC). 

 

 

   Hebrew word for bow is qeset. 

 

   It usually means a weapon. 

 

   Metaphor of the Lord wielding his bow is found 

   in Psalm 7:13-14 and Lamentations 2:4, 3:12. 

 

   Rainbow would be the divine weapon being laid  

   aside and never to be picked up again. 

 

 

It has come to be a symbol of peace to show the divinely inflicted punishment is over. 



Abrahamic Covenant is unconditional    

Genesis 15:1-21 

 

Provisions are for the immediate life of Abraham and the subsequent future of Israel. 

Main factors are found in Genesis 12:2 and 3 – 

I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great. 

(So that you will be a blessing). 

I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse. 

(In you all the families of the earth shall be blessed). 

 

Four things stand out in the original covenant: 

1) Promise of a nation is given to Israel. 

2) Personal promises are given to Abraham. 

3) Blessings or curses will be based on the attitude of nations toward Abraham and his seed. 

4) Universal blessing is through Abraham but is seen to be fulfilled through Jesus Christ. 

 

Covenant was enlarged (and increased in detail) in subsequent Scripture passages. 

In Genesis 13:14-17 Abraham was promised all the land that he could see. 

In Genesis 15:1-7 the line of the seed would not come from Eliezer (his servant). 

In Genesis 17:1-18 the covenant was confirmed.  

Symbol of the promise was that the name Abram changed to Abraham. 

He would be the father of many nations and all the land would be an everlasting possession. 

A personal and special relationship was set up between God and the seed of Abraham. 

God promised to be their God. 

 

Covenant was the ground for many future covenants. 

Concerning the land, it was expanded in the Palestinian Covenant. 

Concerning the future kings to issue from Abraham, it was found in the promises made to David. 

As for the nation as a whole, spiritual blessings became the running theme of the prophets. 

 

Abrahamic covenant has been fulfilled in part. 

Israel became a great nation and has been preserved through centuries of dispersion. 

Name of Abraham is revered by Jewish people, Christians, and Arabs. 

Abraham is central to Judaism because he is regarded as the father of the Jewish nation. 

He is seen as the supreme example of a servant who is faithful to God in all things. 

In addition, Abraham received the covenant to which all practicing Jews are bound. 

 

Isaiah 49:16 – See, I have inscribed you on the palms of my hands. 

Immediate hearers were a Jewish nation that had broken the Laws of Moses. 

Israelites were not entitled to the blessings of God based on Mosaic Covenant (Lev. 26:14-39). 

God did promise to bless them even though they were disobedient to the laws (40-42). 

God blessed the people because of his relationship to them through the Abrahamic Covenant. 

It is this covenant that secured the unique bond between God and Israel. 
 

 

 

 



Conflicts in Israel 

We see continued controversy among the nations regarding ownership of the land of Israel. 

For the Jewish people the Scriptures are very clear.  

Entire land of Israel (more than the current state) was given to the Jewish nation by God. 

Capital was (and is) (and shall always be) Jerusalem. 

At the same time, God was concerned for the descendants of Abraham through Hagar. 

To Ishmael and his offspring God gave the land east of the nation of Israel. 

Arab nations currently have the land promised to them. 

Some have taken more (current Arab land holdings are over 20 times the size of Israel). 

Because of its unconditional nature, the Abrahamic Covenant cannot be broken. 

 

 
 

When Abraham asked God to bless Ishmael as a servant of God, God said No. 

God blessed Ishmael with a different plan. 

This separation of the blessing is crucial to the understanding of the modern-day conflict. 

Birth of two great nations but the covenant promises of blessing and land went with Isaac. 

 

Important to distinguish between Arabs and Muslims. 

Before the arrival of Islam, the Arabs were either pagan or followed Judaism or Christianity. 

From 620 AD Islam unified many of the Arabs (often using military power). 

Today, most (but not all) Arabs are Muslims while about 18% of Muslims are Arabs. 

For example, part of the ancient kingdom of Edom is now part of Jordan. 

Jordan became Arab-Islamic from the 7th Century on. 



Today Jordan is about 98% Arab and Islam is the state religion. 

Not all of the Arab-Israeli conflict is fueled by the Old Testament feuds. 

Aggression of Islam towards the Jewish people is also based on some hadiths. 

Hadiths are collected sayings of the Prophet Muhammad. 

 

In Abrahamic Covenant the promises hinged upon two important considerations: 

Israel needed to continue as a nation. 

Israel needed to continue to possess the land. 

Some would argue that Israel forfeited their rights because of their sin and unbelief. 

For them the spiritual aspects of the covenant were fulfilled in the church. 

But as we noted before the church does not have the right to these particular promises. 

Church entered into the promises of blessing through Jesus Christ. 

Reference can be made to Galatians 3:6-9. 

Only the portion of the covenant dealing with universal blessings was applicable to the church. 

 

                                                                           

   Included Abraham, Isaac and Jacob 

   From the call of Abraham until Israel 

   arrived at Mt. Sinai (about 430 years) 

 

   Human responsibility was to dwell in the  

   land of Canaan (Genesis 12:1-7) 

 

   Failure was that they dwelt in Egypt 

   (Genesis 12:10, 46:6). 

 

   Moses was sent to deliver them 

   (Exodus 3:6-10) 

 

 

Explanation of the Fourth Dispensation (System of Organization): 

God promised Abraham he would be the father of a great nation. 

His descendants would be blessed, and the earth would be blessed through him. 

Abraham failed when he slept with the handmaiden, Hagar, to father Ishmael. 

Abraham also moved to Egypt and lied to people there about his relationship with Sarah. 

But promises God made to Abraham were valid as were the ones made to Isaac and Jacob. 

When descendants of Abraham chose to disobey God, God gave them over to bondage. 

After 430 years in Egypt (a time of judgment) God had mercy and called Moses. 

Moses led them out from certain death in the Passover and again from the Egyptian army. 

At Mt. Sinai, God reminded the people to obey his voice and keep the covenant. 

On the brink of entering the Promised Land, God moved them into the fifth dispensation. 

 

Mosaic (Sinai) Covenant (Conditional)    

Deuteronomy 6 and 7 

 

 



Moses preached to the people of Israel as they prepared to enter the land of Canaan. 

Moses knew they would face many temptations in the new land and be surrounded by pagans. 

People were to raise up godly generations and to love God above all else. 

They were to teach their children diligently. 

In Hebrew the words to teach diligently meant literally to sharpen or whet. 

Teachings were to penetrate the children so deeply that it would have a lasting effect on them. 

Idea was to make the commandments central to their lives.   

 

Binding commands on their hands meant they were to teach their children by actions. 

Putting them on their forehead meant that thoughts and attitudes should communicate truth. 

Doorposts pointed to the home as a setting for teaching about God. 

Gate pointed to civic or social life as another opportunity to talk about God.  

People were to teach their children how the Word applied to every aspect of their lives. 

Moses also warned of the spiritual dangers that Israel would face when they entered Canaan. 

People were to watch themselves continually and focus on pleasing God. 

 

Specifics of the Mosaic Covenant extend from Exodus 20:1. 

Parties involved in this covenant were God and Israel.   

Key provision of the covenant was the Law of Moses (total of 613 commandments). 

Included in these provisions were blessings for obedience and curses for disobedience. 

It was signed and sealed in Exodus 24:1-11. 

 

Some observations about these 613 provisions: 

1) Totality of the law went beyond the ten (365 were negative) (248 were positive). 

2) Since conditional there would be blessings for obedience and judgment for disobedience. 

3) Key element of the entire Mosaic Law was the blood sacrifices (Leviticus 1-7). 

Hebrew word for atonement does not mean the removal of sin but the covering of sin. 

However, the blood sacrifice did provide forgiveness and the restoration of fellowship. 

4) For the Israelites, restrictions were placed on the Noahic Covenant with regard to food. 

Beasts had to be both cloven hoofed and those that chewed cud. 

Fish had to have both fins and scales. 

No birds of prey (and only one type of locust) was permitted. 

5) Death penalty was added for sins such as idolatry, adultery, cursing God, cursing parents, 

breaking the Sabbath, practicing witchcraft, among others. 

6) It reaffirmed the practice of circumcision (Leviticus 12:3) but not for the same reasons. 

Under the Abrahamic Covenant, circumcision was the sign of the covenant. 

It was mandatory for Jewish people only. 

Under the Mosaic Covenant, circumcision was the means of submission to Law of Moses. 

It was mandatory for all Jewish males. 

But it was also mandatory for Gentiles who wished to become part of Israel. 

7) Sign of the Mosaic Covenant was the Sabbath. 

Sign that Israel had been set apart by God and a sign that Jehovah was the God of Israel. 

Every reason for the observance of the Sabbath was relevant only to Israel. 

In Genesis 2:1-3 God only stated what God did on that day. 

There was no command to observe that day as it is now handed down to us. 

Observance of the Sabbath started with Moses in Exodus 16:23-30. 



It was to be a day of rest and not a day of corporate worship. 

Sabbath synagogue services found in the New Testament originated with the time of Exile. 

 

Law of Moses was not a means of salvation. 

Purpose was to reveal the holiness of God and to reveal the standard of righteousness. 

It was to provide the rule of conduct for the Israelites. 

It provided occasions for individual and corporate worship for Israel. 

It also kept the Jewish people a distinct people.   

Laws also revealed sin and showed the sinners there was nothing they could do on their own. 

Alone people could not keep the Law perfectly or attain the righteousness of the Law. 

It drove the sinners to faith. 

 

Mosaic Covenant was the basis for the Dispensation of Law. 

It came to an end with the death of the Messiah. 

Mosaic Law is no longer in effect. 

 

For our consideration today: 

Laws are divided into ceremonial, legal, and moral commandments. 

On the basis of this division, believers in Christ are free from the laws. 

We emphasize the moral commandments. 

We pay attention to the Ten Commandments but not the other 603 laws. 

In Hebrew the word torah means law and is always singular when applied to the Law of Moses. 

With the death of Jesus, the Law in its totality no longer has authority over any individual. 

In Romans 7:5-6 we are declared discharged from the law. 

Greek word for discharged is katargeo which means to render inoperative. 

 

Law was never meant to be a permanent administration but a temporary one. 

It was an addition to the Abrahamic Covenant for the purpose of making sin very clear. 

Now that the Messiah has come, the Law is finished. 

New law is called the law of Christ (provisions are covered in the New Covenant). 

Just as we are free from keeping any of the commandments, we are free to obey them. 

 

Dispensation defined for the Israelites how and when God would bless their nation. 

People were not able to keep their law on their own as God demanded. 

God gave the Law to help people understand righteousness and sin. 

Law did not save people nor was it meant to do so (it did not abolish the Abrahamic Covenant). 

 

Covenant made through the Law lasted thousands of years (but was still temporary). 

It ended when the New Covenant was established. 

Law was fulfilled in Jesus Christ. 

Fulfillment of the Law ushered in the sixth dispensation, that of grace. 

 

Assignment for October 30 

Palestinian (Land) Covenant    Deuteronomy 30:1-9 

Davidic Covenant     2 Samuel 7:5-16 

New Covenant     Jeremiah 31:31-34 



  
 

 

 


