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2 Corinthians 6:11-7:4  

Paul yearns for the Corinthians to increase their affection towards him. 

He addressed them as children in a subtle attempt to recapture some of that familial affection. 

He declared that his heart was open to them which spoke of his commitment to them.  

He encouraged them to open themselves up to him. 

Paul made his pledge of friendship to them through his words of commitment and frank speech. 

 

When Paul spoke to the Corinthians in this way he violated two standards of speech.   

In his culture he went too far when justifying his condemnation of them.  

He followed one speech in one letter with another speech with the same content. 

Culturally it was wrong to use such language a second time when someone was already stung. 

Persistent hits (if not smoothed over) build further problems in a relationship. 

 

In the first five chapters he resisted the temptation to be overly direct with them. 

In the sixth chapter he moved to direct, frank speech. 

Problem was that Paul was not on hand to see how the Corinthians were responding. 

It was the reason Paul was so restless until he heard from Titus firsthand.   

Paul wrote this letter from the assessment that Titus gave him. 

Odds were that there was some residual sensitivity and resentment among some Corinthians. 

 

Other mistake was that Paul used his speech to modify or alter their emotions. 

Such a frank speech was reserved for circumstances where someone was weighing direction. 

It was meant for those who were deciding whether or not to do something. 

It was not meant to be used in matters of affection and/or allegiance. 

Love and affection were seen as resistant to such commands. 

 

Paul did not help his case by calling them children.  
Before Paul addressed them as babies who were not mature and who did not eat meat. 

Paul also told them earlier that he wrote to them nothing beyond what they could understand. 

All mistakes may have contributed to the breakdown of relations between Paul and the people. 

He made himself an easy target for increased animosity and maybe even enmity. 

 

In 7:1-4 Paul used the word defile to explain their reticence to move on. 

It was not the work of the Spirit to cling to wrongdoings. 

It was not healthy for the body when situations stayed unresolved. 

Paul confessed to no offenses and leaned once more into his affection for them. 

 

Questions:   

Why is it so important for Paul to be right with the Corinthians? 

What is at stake? 

Do we learn anything from Paul (in terms of his approach) on how to be reconciled? 

 



2 Corinthians 7:5-16 

Paul then reached back to the beginning of the letter to revisit some themes. 

He returned to the travel narrative and his internal and external distress. 

His anguish was so deep but once more God rescued him.  

This time it was in the form of Titus who reassured him the Corinthians did not turn against him. 

In verses 8-16 we sense more fully the nature of the painful letter. 

 

Greek word for painful (lupē) includes such words as grief, sorrow, and distress. 

Same word was used earlier for the one who caused Paul pain by acting unjustly. 

Since that time the Corinthians punished the man and Paul wanted the man restored. 

If not restored Paul used the same word to say the man would be overwhelmed with grief. 

For Paul such pain could have a positive outcome and lead to repentance. 

Repentance leads to godliness.   

 

In the letters of Paul salvation is not a present reality in the life of believers.  

Believers who were justified and reconciled could look forward to an ultimate salvation. 

In the meanwhile believers must do their own moral reasoning and their own self-assessment. 

They must gauge how fully they are living the faith.  

Corrections in the process were possible and that is the adjustment the Corinthians were to make. 

It is in that sense that their pain placed them once more in line for salvation. 

 

As a term the word repentance does not occur frequently in the letters of Paul. 

In Luke and Acts repentance is the main way to describe a restoration of relationship with God. 

In this section repentance leads to a restoration of right relationships with people. 

Their reorienting themselves placed them once more in a collegial relationship with Paul. 

The other pain that Paul describes as worldly finds no repentance and brings about death. 

 

Titus played an important role in these circumstances.  

In all likelihood it was Titus who delivered the painful letter. 

His report of the letter was what Paul anxiously awaited at Troas and then in Macedonia. 

Titus was a partner with Paul and had the same zeal as Paul for the gospel message. 

Joy of Titus was matched by the joy of Paul over the return of the Corinthians to him. 

Confidence of Paul in the Corinthians set the context for him to move to the next two chapters.  

As the father of their faith Paul felt directly responsible for them.   

For him something larger was at stake.   

 

Questions: Are there ever times that we are justified in withholding forgiveness? 

  What does worldly forgiveness look like (as compared to the spiritual)? 

  Who holds us accountable for our behaviors? 

 

There is no grief 

like the grief that does not speak. 

 

Henry Wordsworth 

 

 



2 Corinthians 8:1-7 

Paul opens his discussion of the collection with one of his formulas of disclosure. 

He wanted the Corinthians to know the grace of God given to the churches in Macedonia. 

He wanted them to know the way the grace of God unfolded for the churches there. 

His description of the Macedonian churches is striking. 

They (like Paul) experienced both the abundance of joy and the depths of poverty. 

They also experienced a great test of affliction. 

Believers in Macedonia were set up to be examples for the Corinthians. 

Despite their affliction the Macedonians responded to the grace of God in kind. 

Their eagerness to be participants in the collection will set up a contrast with the Corinthians. 

Corinthians were more reticent about responding to the need. 

 

Paul noted that the Macedonians sought of their own freewill a partnership in the collection. 

Their response was beyond what Paul had hoped for as they gave themselves to the Lord. 

Giving of themselves to the Lord was not them coming into the faith. 

It was a zealous rededication in light of an opportunity to participate in the collection. 

Paul wanted to inspire the Corinthians to return to their earlier enthusiasm over the collection. 

Titus was the one who had also encouraged them.   

Paul sent Titus back to Corinth to finish his work. 

In 1 Corinthians we noted that one of the characteristics of the people were that they excelled. 

They excelled in the things of the world so he wanted them to excel in this.    

Here he wanted them to turn that quality into a positive. 

 

Question: Who is your example when it comes to giving generously? 
 

 

 
 

 

2 Corinthians 8:8-15 

Paul is attempting to not only mend his relationship with them but to inspire their participation. 

He clarified quickly that what he wrote was not a command. 

Corinthians could operate as fully out of their freewill as the Macedonians had done. 

However it did place the Corinthians in a place where they had to face a test of their own. 

They were to test their own love by comparison with the zeal of the Macedonians. 

Self-assessment was an important and regular spiritual exercise for Paul. 

Events and situations will always put us to the test.  

So he left the outcome for the Corinthians to decide. 



But he did offer his own opinion and believed his thoughts ought to have some weight. 

Grace was best not commanded by left to the discretion of the people involved. 

It was why Paul believed their decision would be a test for them. 

Paul reminded them of the larger discussion of wealth and poverty. 

Jesus Christ (although rich) became poor for the sake of the Corinthians. 

His poverty might be the occasion for them to become rich. 

If they understood the abundant grace of God then they would know what to do. 

 

In verses 10-12 Paul offered them practical suggestions. 

He first urged them to regain their original enthusiasm for the project. 

They were to finish what a year ago they started. 

Paul was clear that they should give what was proportionally fitting. 

Twice he stated that they should not give out of what they did not have. 

It leads to a broader conversation about fairness and equity in the sharing of goods. 

Current abundance of the Corinthians should meet the needs of others. 

Abundance of others will meet the needs of the Corinthians. 

 

Questions: How do we determine what is appropriate to give? 

  Do you use the tithe as a guide for giving? 

 

2 Corinthians 8:16-24  

Commendations about Titus open and close this section. 

Titus has a strong connection with the Corinthians and becomes a model for them. 

Paul used Titus to make sure the people did not challenge his integrity. 

He wanted to eliminate any chance that they would accuse him of fraud. 

He sent two people (brothers) to attest to his trustworthiness. 

First brother was a high-profile person whose fame in the gospel was known in all the churches. 

This very respected person was handpicked to be the representative for the churches. 

Between the portrait of the first brother and the second Paul declared his purpose. 

He wanted to avoid anyone finding fault with his administration of the lavish gift. 

Second brother was one with whom Paul apparently had quite a history. 

So one brother had special connections with the Macedonians. 

Other one had special connections with Paul and the Corinthians. 

Both would be traveling with Titus. 

Section closes with Paul challenging the Corinthians to give proof of their love. 

 

Discussion on the procedures used by the church to oversee the finances.  

 

Next Session – May 12 

Chapters 9 and 10  

 

 

 


