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2 Corinthians 1:1-2 

Comparison of this salutation with that of 1 Corinthians offers parallels and differences. 

In both lessons Paul described himself as an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God. 

In 2 Corinthians Paul named a different person as his co-author. 

Missing is Sosthenes and in his place is Timothy. 

Timothy was his soul mate and had a strong positive relationship with the Corinthians. 

By including Timothy, Paul worked to enhance his own standing with the Corinthians. 

Audience of this new letter was widened significantly to include the whole of Achaia. 

By including other believers in the area Paul brought in others who were favorable to him. 

 

Paul opened with an important consideration – 

Christians are never isolated from one another. 

It is our credal affirmation that we believe in the communion of saints. 

What happens to any of God’s people is important to all of us.  

We do not allow any to be left out or left behind.   

 

Question – What has our time of isolation (pandemic) shaped our faith community? 

 

2 Corinthians 1:3-11 

Paul substitutes his usual prayer of thanksgiving with a Blessed be God formula. 

It is adopted and adapted from his Jewish background. 

For Israel and the early church the formula was used only of God. 

David (near his death) used the expression to praise God’s faithfulness. 

King of Tyre used it because God granted David a wise son who would build the Temple. 

Solomon used it to declare that the Lord had fulfilled his promises. 

 

At the heart of his blessing of God was a thankful appreciation of God’s faithfulness. 

Blessing God is giving thanks to God (and others are expected to join in the affirmation). 

Here he inserts a major theme of affliction and distress that is found in the entire letter. 

Second theme that he highlights is the compassion of God. 

Third theme that complements the other two is that of God’s abundance. 

Suffering and affliction are put within the context of God’s encouragement and comfort. 

Compassion of God meets human suffering. 

Paul wanted the Corinthians to be in solidarity with him.  

He wanted them to understand that the comfort of God will meet them in every distress. 

Paul also tied together the sufferings of Christ with our consolation. 

 

Association with the gospel guaranteed that we would be at cross purposes with the world.  

World is dominated by sin.  

Affliction, distress, and opposition are expected for those who are claimed by the gospel. 

God comes to the aid of those who are afflicted. 

God is not sometimes or occasionally merciful (God is continually and faithfully merciful). 



Because the Corinthians were his partners in suffering and comfort he explained his experiences. 

Corinthians did not learn what his calamity was but Paul talked about the depth of his suffering.  

Paul used such terms as beyond measure and so weighed down he despaired of life. 

His situation was life threatening. 

He wanted to elicit pity and therefore their support. 

 

Stripped of any pretense of personal power Paul found himself trusting in God alone.  

In raising Christ from the dead God showed power over death.  

Paul vested his hope in God because of God’s faithfulness in his ability to deliver.  

His hope is based on the very character of God who is steadfast. 

Paul can then look at the future with confidence that God will bring matters to a fruitful end.  

Paul can look death in the face and have confidence that God is the one who saves.  

Paul concluded this section with a request for intercessory prayer. 

Corinthians were to join him in words of thanksgiving for his deliverance. 

It will serve as background for his upcoming deliverance from tough times with the Corinthians. 

 

Question – Are the motives of Paul altruistic? 
 

 

 
 
 

2 Corinthians 1:12-14 

Paul described his conduct once more to talk about the source of his self-confidence.  

In all of his letters these verses rank as his most thorough self-reflections of his conduct in life. 

Paul believed that he behaved himself well (everywhere).  

He had been even more scrupulous with the Corinthians.  

He boasted appropriately because he directed everything to the power of God. 

He placed his work in the larger picture of the work of God.  

Proper boasting is always grounded in God’s grace-filled working. 

Once more Paul uses self-commendation to recover good relations with the Corinthians.  

They can count on him as a dependable, consistent associate with good motives.  

 

2 Corinthians 1:15-2:4 

In the opening verses Paul outlined an itinerary that never happened.  

In verse 17 we get a fuller picture of his troubled relationship with the Corinthians.  

Since he wrote his first letter to the Corinthians Paul made a visit to them that was painful. 

He also wrote them a painful letter instead of a promised visit. 

He left himself open to a charge of vacillation (that he runs hot and cold). 

 

 



Each of those events caused problems between Paul and the Corinthians.  

Paul was concerned for the harm those two events caused to their relationship. 

Painful visit and painful letter were connected to each other. 

 

Timothy was first sent back to Corinth by Paul to be a spokesperson for Paul.  

Then Timothy was sent to Corinth perhaps to bear the letter that we know as 1 Corinthians.  

Timothy apparently returned to Paul in Ephesus with a report that Corinthians had deteriorated. 

It may have been when Paul went back to Corinth for that painful visit. 

Later, when faced with the prospect of another painful visit, Paul canceled his plans.  

Instead he sent a stern letter.   

 

He wanted to put to rest any notion that he vacillated. 

He was dependable and a man of his word in the conduct of his life.  

He saw this as a serious challenge to his authority and the most essential ingredient of friendship. 

Paul wanted to distance himself from anyone whose plans and actions were subject to whim. 

 

In contrast Paul presented himself as subject to God.  

God was in charge of his life and actions (and not Paul). 

Paul took an oath on the faithfulness of God and concluded that he was not indecisive with them. 

Paul went as God sent.  

Paul placed himself under the shield of God’s choosing and sending.  

Corinthians were to see themselves as also being recipients of this same calling by God.  

 

Faithfulness and trustworthiness were bedrock convictions for Paul.  

Paul then escalated his rhetoric and called God as a witness upon his soul. 

And out of consideration of them he decided not to go again to Corinth.  

He could go and endeavor to force his way with them regarding their faith.  

He chose to attempt to relate to them as fellow workers for their joy. 

 

Remember in 1 Corinthians that Paul said he was ready to come to them. 

Corinthians could either face the harsh Paul or the gentle Paul (depending on them). 

Current situation is similar in that (had he come) they would have met the harsh Paul.  

Paul chose not to go to Corinth because he knew he would not like them as he found them. 

Corinthians would have to account for themselves before God.  

 

Corinthians should be a source of joy for Paul.  

His joy should be a well-spring of joy for them.  

Paul and too many of the Corinthians had drifted into mutual suspicion of each other. 

Some clearing of the air was necessary so Paul chose a letter over a visit.  

Paul knew his letter would cause them pain and he detailed his own pain in writing it.  

He was driven to write the letter that they might know the love he had towards them. 

Paul assured the Corinthians that he did not make his decision lightly (to write them). 

His abundant love for them compelled him to undertake it. 

He hoped for an amelioration as the rest of the letter will confirm. 

 

Questions – Is a letter better than a face-to-face?  Is an email better than a phone call? 



2 Corinthians 2:5-11 

It appears that someone distressed Paul and by extension caused pain to the community. 

We do not know the particulars but likely it is the same person noted in 7:12. 

To add to the drama the Corinthians failed to take Paul’s side. 

It may be another reason Paul changed his travel plans. 

Only thing we know is that one man wronged another man. 

Paul argues that the whole community was grieved.   

Majority of the believers punished the man and Paul counseled them to pardon the offender. 

Paul was ready to join in the pardon for the sake of the community.  

Was Paul the offended one? 

 He mentioned his own personal grief and suffering. 

 His visit was so painful that he chose not to return but to write instead. 

 He announced his readiness to forgive and pardon the person.  

 Assertion that his grief was not just his fits into his overall theology. 

 When one member stumbles then all are affected. 

 Verses confirm that Paul experienced their abandonment during his painful visit.  

 

By the time this letter was written the Corinthians had punished the wrongdoer. 

They reaffirmed their allegiance to Paul.  

Painful letter had its desired effect and he was now in a position to model reconciliation.  

In pardoning the one whom they censured the believers reflected the actions of God.  

Forgiveness among the community describes the restoration of relationships among people. 

Nowhere in the seven undisputed letters of Paul does he write about forgiveness of sins. 

Restored relationships to God include the words justification and reconciliation. 

Forgiveness and pardon are reserved for failed relationships between human beings.  

 

Risk in not forgiving someone is noted in verse 7. 

In this case Paul wanted the man to be restored because he had suffered sufficiently. 

Paul did not want to see him lost. 

Corinthians were to decide in favor of love for him. 

All were to extend the same love and acceptance that they had received. 

 

In this Paul shared his authority with the Corinthians.  

He encouraged them to follow through. 

He reassured them indirectly that Paul was ready for them to move beyond the current problem. 

 

Questions – Have we ever known a member who never liked anything about the church? 

Has someone grieved another and therefore the whole faith community? 

 

2 Corinthians 2:12-13 

This is a letter fragment that described (ever so briefly) some accounting of his travels. 

Note that he mentioned he traveled on account of the gospel of Christ.  

He reaffirmed his character as one who is focused regularly on the gospel.  

Also Paul (predictably) reported success. 

Pattern of Paul going to a new place and proclaiming the gospel is his signature.  

 



His next claim was that he was anxious to hear from Titus. 

It gave the Corinthians a clear index of his deep concern for them.  

Without the report from Titus, Paul could not rest. 

 

2 Corinthians 2:14-17 

Paul now places himself among the wider group of his colleagues. 

He acknowledged the great power of God that delivered them through Jesus Christ.  

He portrayed himself as a vanquished captive put on display along with others.  

But he was also saved by God’s triumphant march of the gospel.  

He leaned on the minds of his readers who knew of processions of defeated leaders. 

They were paraded in shame and disgrace.  

In such processionals aromatic substances were also carried.  

Sacrifice was seen by Paul as a thanksgiving offering to God.  

Fragrance made itself known to all those who saw the processions. 

He viewed all who represented the gospel as the ones who made known the presence of God.  

 Paul identified himself as the fragrance of Christ.  

 One is either counted among the ones who are in process toward salvation or not.  

 Paul is the aroma of Christ and his gospel is the gospel and they are to come to faith.  

 Alternative awaited them if they turned their backs on Paul. 

 

Paul affirmed that he was solidly among those commissioned by and sent by God.  

He made his proclamation as one who understood himself to be in the presence of God. 

He knew himself to be firmly established in Christ.  

Only by the grace of God did Paul stand and speak and what he said was part of God’s plan. 

 

It is God who always triumphs. 

Paul was not in charge and yet through him God spreads the gospel. 

 

Next Session – April 21 

Chapters 3 and 4  

 

 

 


