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MOVING IN NEW DIRECTIONS 
 

Advent inaugurates a new church year and soon we will turn our calendars to 2023. In Advent our prayer 
groups and Wednesday worship experiences will center on the overall theme of “Making All Things New.”  
It is important for our church to hold in a healthy tension the traditions of the past and the possibilities for our 
future.  As we look ahead we will take what works best at Redeemer and add what we hope will move us  
forward in our common mission.     

 

Worship on November 30 and December 7 and 14  
Worship is central to who we are as the church. During the Advent season we are introducing an  
in-person worship at 12 pm for a thirty-minute service that will include Holy Communion.   
 

At 5:30 pm we will gather via Zoom for Evening Prayer. 
Here is the Zoom link for our time together: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84674834398?pwd=aE1PTjZRU2tpOXBzTkdUZkpwemRLdz09  
 

Meeting ID: 846 7483 4398 | Passcode: 161140 
 

Worship on December 21 – Blue Christmas 
A Blue Christmas service has become a tradition at Redeemer.  This year it will be held at 7 pm on the  
longest night of the year, the Winter Solstice. It is a service that brings hope and comfort to those who are 
grieving and struggling to find joy during the holiday season.  But it is more than that for those who attend.  
It is a time to come together to pause and remember with thanksgiving the presence of God in our lives.   
 

As a prelude to the service we will gather in Fellowship Hall for dinner at 6 pm. If you are able to  
volunteer to help with Blue Christmas dinner, sign up here. We hope you will come and be with us. 
If you  cannot attend in-person here is the link to livestream the service – https://vimeo.com/
event/2625508.  

 

Week of November 28 and December 4 and 11 – Advent Reflections 
There are new opportunities for people to join us in exploring the theme of “Making All Things 
New.”  I will lead the group for women on Tuesday mornings at 9:30 am (November 29 and  
December 6 and 13) and Pastor Josh will lead the group for men on Thursday mornings at 8 am 
(December 1, 8, and 15). Each week we will study assigned Scripture passages and reflections and 

discuss the questions offered to us. All are welcome.   
 

Zoom link for Tuesday AM Women’s Group: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81195304179?pwd=SWxLNlZMYlpmV1FBSDRlQU9NUUt4Zz09  
 

Link for Thursday AM Men’s Group: 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/82744060833  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84674834398?pwd=aE1PTjZRU2tpOXBzTkdUZkpwemRLdz09
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c4aafa722a64-blue2
https://vimeo.com/event/2625508
https://vimeo.com/event/2625508
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81195304179?pwd=SWxLNlZMYlpmV1FBSDRlQU9NUUt4Zz09
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/82744060833
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Worship on December 31 – New Year’s Eve  
On Saturday, December 31, we will gather for in-person worship at 5 pm to bid farewell to 2022 and welcome 
in 2023.  An important part of this service is to celebrate the good that took place in the past year and also to 
forgive where we have erred.  As we anticipate with joy all that will become new to us we once more commit 
ourselves to God in Christ.   
 

AND IN THE NEW YEAR 
 
It has always been one of my goals to be more active in our community and this past year has opened 
up new opportunities for me. I am now a board member for Tysons Community Alliance on behalf of 
Tysons Interfaith of which Redeemer is a partner. The organization is just getting started. We will be 
seeking new ways to connect the residents who live in Tysons outside of a work environment.  

Already I understand the challenge as there is not one central location that seems like a natural place to gather.  
Tysons Interfaith is also interested in working with the alliance to make space available that would foster the 
spiritual life of the residents.   
 

I have also become the coordinator for the McLean clergy. Over the years that I have served at  
Redeemer we have had ups and downs with our efforts to gather. We thought we had a fresh start in 
March of 2020 but that quickly came to a halt due to the pandemic. We have held three meetings in 
the last three months and will continue to come together.  We come from the various houses of  

worship in the area and our purpose is to support one another and to learn from one another. I am also on the 
Executive Committee that works with the McLean Police Department to build healthy relationships with the 
community.  Those two groups will blend themselves together in our upcoming meetings.   
 

And then an opportunity presented itself for members of Redeemer to visit Bull Run Regional Park 
in Centreville, VA, to tour the newly discovered slave cemetery. Some of our members have been on 
the tour as well as some of the members of the Youth Leadership Ministry team. On the tour we 
learned about the history of the area and then went to the site where at least 91 slaves are buried. We 

will partner with the NAACP Fairfax County in their efforts to clean up the area with the expectation that 
more graves will be found.  It is a significant discovery and a wonderful opportunity for our youth and adults 
to learn more about that time period in our history. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
It has been exciting to reconnect with our community as we continue our efforts to find new ways to  
encourage our members and friends of Redeemer to get involved in our mission.  As we center ourselves in 
worship and praise of God we will go out into the world to tend to the needs of the people. We rejoice in how 
the Holy Spirit moves us in new directions.   

 
   

 Behold, God is about to do a new thing! 
  Now it springs forth.  
 Do we see it? 
 

In Christ – Pastor Sandy Kessinger  



 

A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR JOSH 
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Dear Friends in Christ, 

I pray that each of you had a blessed and restful Thanksgiving holiday. As you may have noticed, when you 
returned to church after your Thanksgiving travels – things have changed! You saw the Peace, Hope, Love, 
and Joy streamers in our entryway and the royal blue banners and paraments adorning the sanctuary. Plus, 
who could have missed the Advent Wreath – these are all signs that we have entered the Advent season.  

The Season of Advent is many things in the life of the church. It is the four weeks before the celebration of 
Christmas. It is a time that calls us to a place of anticipation, excitement, and joy for all that God has done 
and will do through Christ’s birth. It is an opportunity to step back, slow down, and reengage with Christ in 
the busy holiday season. And, of course, it is most noticeably the first season of the new church year. So, 
Happy New Year!  

Now I know we often do not like to intermingle the customs of the secular world with our religious practices, 
but I think there is something to be said about a New Year’s Resolution. On the secular side of the house, 
when January 1st rolls around, we are often reminded of a new opportunity to improve some area of our life. 
Weight loss, professional goals, and personal achievements come to mind when considering areas to focus 
on in the months ahead.  

What if we borrowed this custom and applied it to our spiritual practices in the new church year?  

Some areas of focus could be spending more time dwelling in scripture and devoting 10, 20, or even 30 
minutes each day to studying God’s word. One could also devote more time to prayer. Spending time in    
silence, resting in God’s presence, meditating, contemplating, and listening to God’s voice in our minds and 
hearts. Or, possibly, one could seek areas of serving God’s people more fully. The Social Concerns         
Committee has offered a great place to start with the Reverse Advent Calendar Food Collection Drive for 
SHARE.  

For myself, I have prayerfully decided in this new church year to focus on the practice of preaching. I want 
to grow deeper in my ability to preach more engagingly and work on not preaching solely from a manuscript. 
So, I ask for your grace as I grow in this ability.  

The sky, or I should say, heaven is the limit to what this new church year holds for you and your continued 
growth in spiritual practice. No matter where you discern to grow deeper in your faith journey, just know 
that God is with you on that path and loves you no matter how far you get in this new church year resolution. 
(Something I am also thankful for every January 1st!)  

I pray that this season of Advent for you will be a time of excitement, peace, and anticipation as we together 
await the joyful celebration of Christ’s birth.  

Christ’s peace be with you in this month ahead,  

Pastor Josh 

 



 

Redeemer’s Endowment Fund Committee  
Continues Mission Outreach 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Redeemer Endowment Committee’s focus in the third quarter was on health and food security.  We awarded $3,500 

grants to Capital Caring Health-Patient Care Fund and Redeemer’s Rise Against Hunger food packaging event.   

Additionally, two fourth quarter grant recommendations to other organizations were forwarded to Church Council for 

action in December. 

 

The thank you letter from Capital Caring Health below expresses their gratitude and provides an overview of some of 

their extensive programs. https://www.capitalcaring.org 

 

Redeemer’s annual Rise Against Hunger food packaging event continues its long tradition of engaging many people 

toward one goal of funding and packaging meals for those in need. In November, volunteers packaged 205,200 meals 

at Redeemer. Even though each meal is only 38 cents, it costs $78,000 for so many meals. This is a significant annual 

fund-raising target until next year’s event on November 4, 2023.  Any help is appreciated.  For more information,  

contact Redeemer’s coordinator, Roberta Pittman, or the RAH website https://www.riseagainsthunger.org/. 

 

History  

Redeemer’s Endowment Fund was established in 1995 to enhance mission outreach of the congregation apart from the 

routine church functions. All contributions remain in the fund, only earnings are awarded to organizations near and far.  

The Fund is administered by the Endowment Committee elected by the Congregation and accountable to Church  

Council.   Current members are Chair-Tammie Koenig, Financial Secretary-Gene Morrow, Recording Secretary-Dave 

Kostelancik, Joan Durman, Mary O’Brien, and Council Liaison-Liz Holzapfel. 

 

New Contributions Encouraged  

After a period of limited activity, the Endowment Committee has been able to award grants to diverse organizations 

from the earnings. This has occurred despite only one contribution over the last two years.  

While endowments typically involve significant dollars through estate planning, Redeemer’s Endowment Fund is more 

modest and personal. While an estate gift is wonderful, anyone is encouraged to celebrate life’s other milestones: birth, 

baptism, first communion, confirmation, graduation, wedding, or anniversary with a contribution to the Endowment 

Fund through check, ACH or online. Scan the QR code below and select Endowment Fund. Any contribution is  

appreciated and acknowledged. 

 

                                              Redeemer’s Endowment Fund QR Code 

 

 

For questions about Redeemer’s Endowment Fund or how to donate or potential grants, please contact Endowment 
Fund Committee Chair, Tammie Koenig, at Endowment@redeemermclean.org. or a committee member. 
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Redeemer Lutheran Church's  
Annual Living Nativity and Christmas Concert 

 
 
 

All are welcome and invited to enjoy the sounds of the season and the excitement of live  
animals in the creche on Friday 12/16 from 6:30 to 8:00 pm, at Redeemer. There is NO 
CHARGE to attend, and it is open to the entire community, so bring your whole family,  
neighbors, and friends to get into the Christmas spirit! 
 

 
 

Children are invited to put on angel or  
shepherd costumes,  

and visit the live animals,  
maybe pet a bunny or baby lamb!  

 

 
 
 

At 7:30 PM, everyone is invited inside to experience a Christmas Concert  
featuring Redeemer's many choirs - adult, children and bell choirs.  

The concert can be enjoyed by music lovers of all ages, children are welcome!  
You can also sing along with favorite Christmas Carols. 

 

While experiencing the wonder of the starry night, warm up with COMPLIMENTARY HOT 
CHOCOLATE! Support the Youth Mission Trip with a treat from the Bake Sale!  

 

All are invited, so come one, come all, help us share the spirit of Christmas! 

  

Volunteers and Bakers are needed! 
We need your help to welcome and share this special night with our community! 

Can you help with: 
Baking for the Bake Sale?   

Serving Hot Chocolate? 
Greeting visitors?   

Helping the children put on costumes? 
Ushering at the Concert?    

Cleaning Up?  
 

To volunteer, please contact Kim Wenk at kbwenk@gmail.com or 703-909-3424. 

Thank you! 
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DECEMBER  
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Advent Men’s Bible Study, Every Thursday from December 8 & 15, 8 a.m. 

Hybrid – In person and via Zoom  
Join us for an Advent Men’s Bible Study as we work our way through Book of Faith: Advent Reflections –  
Making All Things New. We will meet the next two Thursdays, December 8 & 15 at 8 a.m. The study will be       
hybrid, so participants can join at church or via Zoom – those who join at church will get coffee! If you are 
interested, please contact Pastor Josh. His email is josh@redeemermclean.org and cell is 571-766-6565. 
 

Farewell and Godspeed, Amy and Chris Tribié   
Please join us Sunday, December 11 for a reception that will be held between the services  

from 9:15 am to 11:15 am to bid Amy and Chris farewell.  
After 17 years of faithful service they are retiring from Redeemer.   
They will also be at the Christmas Concert on December 16. We will miss them and wish them every blessing 
and God’s peace on their future endeavors. If you would like to help with the reception, please click this link 
to sign up: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0C4AAFA722A64-farewell (link may also be found on the 
website, under the “connect” tab). 
 

Coffee Fellowship and Creche Gallery - December 18 
You are invited to Redeemer’s first Creche Gallery on December 18th in the Crossroads. Coffee 
will be served and Creches will be displayed from 9:15 am to 11:00 am that Sunday. Come enjoy 
coffee, fellowship, and creches from Redeemer families.  And if you have a creche you would like 
to share, please bring it! 

 

Poinsettias and Christmas Greens & LWR Contribution  
& Dedications due Dec. 18 | It’s not too late! 
Please see the insert to contribute to the decorations for Christmas. The suggested  
donation is $20 per honoraria or memorial. There is also an opportunity to contribute 
to Lutheran World Relief. Please complete the form enclosed in the bulletin, and either 
mail in the form with your check, leave it in the church office, or place it in the offering 
plate by Sunday, December 18th. Email or phone the office if you need assistance.  
The dedication form may be found on the website under the “Connect” tab. 
 

Reverse Advent Calendar Plans 
During Advent this year, the Social Concerns has put together a reverse Advent calendar. For each day in  
Advent there is a suggested item to collect for SHARE, our local food back. At the end of each week you can 
bring the food items to the church. Help us in our efforts to fill the homes of those in need with food and  
other basic necessities (see next page for calendar). 
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The Staff of Redeemer Lutheran Church would 

like to wish you all a very Merry Christmas! 
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Ways to GIVE this Christmas Season 
Help LSSNCA Help Our Neighbbors 
We can help Lutheran Social Services of the National Capital Area to help our neighbors in 
two ways this holiday season: 
     (1)  Donate new and/or lightly used (washed) winter items: coats, gloves, hats, and 
scarves. Adult, teen, youth, and infant sizes are needed. Between now and January 5, you can 
drop off items at any of their locations listed here. 
     (2)  Donate items from the Transitional Foster Care Amazon Wish List for the “Bundles of 
Cheer” kits given to welcome unaccompanied minor children. For more information about the 
program, go to https://lssnca.org/programs/family-youth/transitional-foster-care.html 
 

Partner for Surgery continues to seek donations. Drop Items into the Red 

Box located in Crossroads. Press here to see list of items needed. Press this link to 
fnd out more. 
 

Tax Advantaged Giving 

As we approach the end of the year, we want to make sure that you are aware of the tax advantage of giving 
appreciated stocks or mutual fund shares directly to Redeemer. It really is a win-win opportunity for you and 
the church. This method of giving allows you to minimize capital gains taxes and yet provides the full current 
value and financial benefits to the programs and ministries that you care about at Redeemer.  
 

 If you have stocks or mutual funds that have appreciated significantly, rather than selling those assets and 
potentially incurring a capital gain tax bill, those investments can be simply gifted to the church.  It is an easy 
way to help the church meet our expense obligations for the year. 
 

 Sara Nail, Redeemer’s Financial Coordinator, can help answer questions for you about this transfer process 
at 703/356-3346 or at sara@redeemermclean.org.  Also, you can visit Redeemer’s website and at the top of 
the page there is a tab labeled “More” and a following tab for “Giving” and then "Other Options". In the sub-
sequent description, there are stock and mutual fund donation instructions and forms available. Thank you! 
 

           HAM Report for November 2022 
 

On November 3, Rick Stewart delivered 4 boxes of ham weighing 140 pounds to 
Martha's Table from the Falls Church Honey Baked Ham store.  

  

 

On November 10, Ralph Dutrow delivered 3 boxes of ham weighing 105 pounds to Martha's 
Table from the Reston and Fairfax stores. 

  

On November 17, Laura Wareham delivered 2 boxes of ham weighing 70 pounds to Food for 
Others from the Fairfax store.  

  

So for the month of November we delivered 315 pounds of ham.  

  

Our year to date total is now 7,748 pounds of ham. A breakdown follows: Martha's Table, 
2,950 pounds of ham; ThriveDC, 1,665 pounds of ham; So Others Might Eat, 
1,435 pounds of ham; Food for Others, 977 pounds of ham and the Rising Hope Church, 721 
pounds of ham. All weights are approximate. 
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GIFTS  

OF  

HOPE 
 

An Alternative Gift Giving Program sponsored by 
the Metro DC ELCA Synod 

 

"Alternative gift-giving" is defined as a form of gift-giving in which a person makes a donation to a charitable or-
ganization in honor of a person rather than giving an item to that person. 
 

As we start thinking of our Christmas gift-giving plans, we could consider the alternative gift-giving program/
ministry sponsored by our local Lutheran synod.  It is called Gifts of Hope (https://metrodcelca.org/gifts-of-hope/
about/). 

This year eight organizations are recipients of Gifts of Hope: 
 

• Community Family Life Services (https://www.cflsdc.org) -- an organization that supports people moving be-
yond poverty and homelessness; it also has a reentry program for women during and returning from incarcer-
ation 

 

• The Community of St. Dysmas (http://www.stdysmasmd.org) -- a congregation inside the Maryland State pris-
on system  

• Fellowship Square (https://www.fellowshipsquare.org) -- a group that supports older adults on limited in-
comes who need affordable housing and other services in Virginia and Maryland 

• Good Shepherd Housing Foundation (https://goodshepherdhousing.org) -- an organization that provides 
housing for low-income persons living with mental illness 

• Housing Up (https://housingup.org) - an organization that provides housing and related services to homeless 
and low-income families in DC 

• La Sagrada Familia (http://173.66.73.2:83/lasagradafamilia/) -- an outreach ministry to the Latinx immigrant 
community in the Langley Park, Maryland area 

• Lutheran Campus Ministry (https://www.facebook.com/thehumblewalk) -- a ministry supporting persons on 
campuses throughout the synod 

• Lutheran Social Services of the National Capital Area (https://lssnca.org) -- an organization providing services 
in this area related to refugee/immigrant resettlement, foster care and adoption, and health/wellness care 

Because Gifts of Hope is a year-round program, such gifts can also be given to honor birthdays, anniversaries, 
baptisms, graduations, etc. 

The website has information about paying online or by check; you'll receive a digital card and information about 
the organization you selected for you to send to the person you're honoring. 

https://metrodcelca.org/gifts-of-hope/about/
https://metrodcelca.org/gifts-of-hope/about/
https://www.cflsdc.org
http://www.stdysmasmd.org
https://www.fellowshipsquare.org
https://goodshepherdhousing.org
https://housingup.org
http://173.66.73.2:83/lasagradafamilia/
https://www.facebook.com/thehumblewalk
https://lssnca.org


 

Capital Caring |Health Thrift Store 
 

Capital Caring is one of the local organizations supported by Redeemer via (a) an annual financial contribu-
tion from the Social Concerns budget, and (b) volunteer support by members of Redeemer. The organization 
provides in-patient and at-home hospice and palliative care for adults and children, veteran health and sup-
port services, and grief support. 
 

Capital Caring also has a Thrift Store, which has wonderful items for sale that,  
in turn, benefit our community. 

 

All proceeds go to Capital Caring Health’s mission to improve care for families regardless of their ability to 
pay. The store provides a wonderful way to engage in helping the community and families in their time of 
need by donating, volunteering, and/or simply stopping by to visit and shop.  They are also in need of volun-
teers to help support their mission of improving care in the community. You can call 571-730-4311 to get 
involved. 

 

Capital Caring Thrift Store Hours 

Tuesday – Friday: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Saturday: 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Sunday and Monday: Closed 

Donation Guidelines 

Acceptable Items to Donate  
may be found on the website or  

call for clarification. 
 

Thrift Store Address 

 6172 Arlington Blvd. 
Falls Church, VA 22044 

(571) 730-4311 
 

Quick Facts about Capital Caring 
 
Capital Caring has two of the five in-patient hospice units in Virginia: 
 

• Halquist in Arlington (was the first IPU to open nationwide in 1982; it is currently being renovated to be-
come a state-of-the-art facility) 

 

• Adler in Aldie 
 
It is one of only five hospice groups nationwide (out of 4,700) with a dedi-
cated pediatric care team.  
Hundreds of children annually are cared for through hospice and bereave-
ment programs. 
 
To learn more or to volunteer, go to https://www.capitalcaring.org. 

https://www.capitalcaring.org/


 

                        Minutes of  

                         Meeting of Redeemer Congregation Council 

                      In Person and Via Zoom 

                       November 14, 2022 
 

 

 

Present in Person:  Liz Holzapfel, Stephanie Hunter, Pr. Sandy Kessinger, Karen Miller,  
      President Nate Paukovits, Treasurer Edward Regan 
 

Present via Zoom: Arash Behravesh, Karen Detweiler, Ellen Kennedy, and Lena Martikainen 
 

Excused: Mitch Brown, Secretary Roberta Pittman, Peter Kratz, and Pr. Wullenweber 
 

Special Guest: Linda McConnaughay 
 

Called to Order: President Paukovits declared a quorum and called the meeting to order at 7:31 pm. 
 
Devotions: Pastor Kessinger opened with a devotion based on Philippians 4:4-9 and facilitated 
Prayers of Thanksgiving for the church, the world, and individuals. 
 
Adoption of Agenda: Without objection, the agenda was adopted as sent in advance of the meeting. 
 
Pastors’ Reports:   

• Pastor Kessinger: Pastor Kessinger highlighted the following items from her written monthly report: 
 

 Focused on connections through Pastoral Care and personal visits.   
 Participated in Redeemer Renaissance programs that included playing Wiffle Ball with Pastor Josh and the 

Afterschool youth and attending the Renaissance Faire that had over 150 people in attendance.  
 Coordinated the McLean Clergy gathering at St. John’s Episcopal Church. 
 Attended Board meeting for Tysons Community Alliance.  
 Attended a military promotion ceremony at Joint Base Anacostia-Bolling. 
 Visited Harris Slave Cemetery in Bull Run Regional Park with the youth. 

 

• The council reviewed the written monthly report provided by Pastor Wullenweber.  
 
Approval of Minutes: Minutes from the meeting were previously approved by email.  Also approved via email were 
the Redeemer Renaissance Board members.  The Preschool and Afterschool board membership was approved as  
follows: 

Preschool Board:               After School Board: 
Claudia Wrzesinski               Claudia Wrzesinski  
Romy Kim                  Claire Dutrow  
Nadia Dettman                Natalie Faucher 
Pia Herbolsheimer               Pia Herbolsheimer  
Doug Johnson                Doug Johnson  
Karen Miller                 Luis Rodriguez  
Ex-Officio Members:  Senior Pastor,          Karen Miller 
       Council President,         Ex-Officio Members:  Senior Pastor 
       Preschool Director               Council President 
                           After School Director 
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Executive Committee Minutes:  President Paukovits reported that the Executive Committee met on October 27, 2022.  
The primary discussion was on the Congregation Annual Meeting agenda.  The two main topics that will be on the  
agenda are the Capital Campaign for facility renovations and a bylaw change to officially establish Redeemer  
Renaissance. 
 

Treasurer’s Report: Ed Regan presented the Treasurer’s Report. Currently, expenses for Lutheran Church of the  
Redeemer exceed income by $18,755, which was reduced by approximately $9,000 this past month. Indebtedness has 
been reduced to $78,795. 
 

Discussion items: 

• Preschool and After School Budgets:  Ms. Linda McConnaughay, Redeemer Renaissance Executive Director,  
  presented the Preschool and Afterschool budgets.   
 

 Preschool budget is based on 82 students and highlights include:  no change to tuition, 5% employee raises, 
increase in staff appreciation, and a contribution to the operation reserve. 

 

 Afterschool budget is based on 62 students and highlights include: tuition increase of $5/month and a 5%  
  employee raise   
 

 Karen Miller motioned to approve the Preschool and Afterschool budgets as presented;  
   Liz Holzapfel seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.  
 

 Linda McConnaughay also presented the current state of the preschool playground. The equipment is over 20 
years old and there are several urgent repairs needed.  The urgent repairs will take place as soon as possible 
and a plan to replace all the playground equipment is being developed.  

 

• Reconciling in Christ (RIC) Program:  The council discussed the RIC Program, which is an initiative brought forth by 
the Membership Outreach Committee.  The purpose of the RIC Program is to “ensure the welcome, inclusion,  
celebration, and advocacy for people of all sexual orientations, gender identities, and gender expressions;  
work for racial equity and commit to anti-racist work and support the national program.” 

 

 The following 18-24 month phased approach would be followed to ensure the Congregation was well formed, 
educated on the topic, and had space to voice support or concerns. 

 

• Phase 1 (Months 1-6) - Establish a Core Team of diverse members 
 

• Seek out members to serve on the task force 
 

• Establish a process/plan for presenting to the congregation  
 

• Establish "Graceful Interaction" outlines  
 

• Establish a Calendar of events 
 

• Phase 2 (Months 6-12) - Offer Temple Talks, Informational Sessions, and Graceful Interactions  

• Phase 3 (Months 12-14) - Develop a possible Welcome Statement  

• Phase 4 (Months 14-18) - Send out a preliminary survey to gauge if members want to proceed towards 
a congregational vote (Looking for 75%-85% positive acceptance)  

• Phase 5 (Months 18-24) - Prepare to Present Motion at Annual Meeting if the survey indicates a  
   readiness by the congregation  
• President Paukovits put forth a motion to explore the Congregations’ readiness to become a RIC  
   congregation with the stipulations that a Congregation vote take place no earlier than the 2024 annual 
   meeting, the committee proceeds in accordance with the presented timeline, and that council  
   approval is required to proceed from one phase to the next. The motion was seconded by Liz  
   Holzapfel. The motion passed unanimously. 
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• Redeemer Renaissance Bylaw change:  President Paukovits discussed the requirement to have the verbiage  
finalized and submitted to council by December 7, 2022.  The Redeemer Renaissance boards have provided co 
ments to the current document.  The Council Executive Committee will reconcile those comments and finalize the 
product for distribution to all council members. 

 

• Council Nominating Committee:  Five council members will be completing their terms this year;  
they are Mitch Brown, Karen Detweiler, Liz Holzapfel, Stephanie Hunter, and Peter Kratz.  
 

 To fill the vacated positions, the establishment of a council Nominating Committee is required to identify 
   qualified voting members of this congregation and encourage them to agree to be considered for  
   nomination. The committee must include at least two council members and two non-council members. 

 

 President Paukovits put forth a motion to establish the council Nominating Committee with membership  
    consisting of Tricia Engle, Liz Holzapfel, Stephanie Hunter and Tammie Koenig. The motion was seconded by  
      Karen Miller. The motion passed with all in favor with two abstaining Liz and Stephanie).      

 

• Rise Against Hunger Event Recap:   
   Roberta Pittman provided the following written report on the event. 
 

 On November 5, 2022 the McLean Community and beyond came together for our annual Rise Against  
   Hunger Meal Packaging Event. Approximately 1,000 volunteers spanning 3 shifts participated in the event.  
   Over 205,000 meals were packaged and $78,000 was raised to pay for the meals. The McLean Community  
   Rise Against Hunger Events Steering Committee is deeply grateful to the clergy, staff and congregation of the  
   Lutheran Church of the Redeemer for the financial support, volunteerism, and generous use of the space.    
   Without the financial support provided by members of the congregation and the generous gift of $3,500     
   from the Endowment Fund, the event would not have been possible. Thank You! 

 

 The next event will be on November 4, 2023. 
 

• Ministry Reports 
 The Social Concerns Committee will be meeting on November 15.  One topic of interest on the agenda is the 

ELCA Young Adults in Global Mission program.  This program invites ELCA young adults ages 21-29 into a 
transformative, year-long journey in international service. 

 
 The Stewardship Committee will be meeting within the next month to discuss the end-of-year communica-

tion to the congregation.   
 

• Additional New Business: 
 The date for the Annual Congregation meeting was proposed to be the first Sunday in February.  President 

Paukovits put forth a motion to hold the Congregation meeting on Sunday, February 5, 2023, in a hybrid (in 
person and Zoom) format, and immediately following the 11:00 am service.  The motion was seconded by 
Karen Miller.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 
 Communication regarding the annual report requirements will be coming out soon.  Committees should start 

to gather their input.  
 

• Adjournment: President Paukovits adjourned the meeting at 9:01 pm. 
 
Next meeting of Executive Committee:  December 01, 2022  

15 



 

 Dec. 1   Tom Jordan Kanski, Luther Markwart, Gordon Thomas 

 Dec. 3  Alex Devlin, Bree Dillaman, Kiki Shelsta, Maddie Shelsta 

 Dec. 4   Kristina Bettner 

 Dec. 5   Marie Born, Laura DeGrafft, Andy Wu 

 Dec. 6   Ann Lawrence 

 Dec. 7   Gretchen Gniffke, Lewis Miller, Annika Richardson, Erik Richardson 

 Dec. 8   Richard Lee 

 Dec. 9   Catherine Brennan, Mark Krieger, Mia Sande 

 Dec. 12   Justin Etkin, Kirk Odegard 

 Dec. 13   Paula Green, Ellen Kennedy 

 Dec. 14   Gavin Cassell, Ray Jacobsen, John Jones, Lauren Thronson 

 Dec. 15   Zach Graves, Mike Honigberg, Jim Leimkuhler, Addison Mosher, Anna Paukovits,  

     Douglas Scheffler 

 Dec. 16   Samuel Heier, Holley Miller 

 Dec. 17   Reid Cavanaugh 

 Dec. 18   Henry Bourgin, Jacob Daly, Joseph Horsfield 

 Dec. 19   Sarah Gaston, Marti Hopler, Evan Humes, Ryan Kim, Rowan Klanderman, 

     Jada Koerner, Robert Linthicum, Mark Mykityshyn 

 Dec. 20   Casey Kight, Mae Miyamoto, Ellen Sullivan 

 Dec. 21   Thomas Derr, Karen Detweiler, Jeff Hahne, Dave Ratliff 

 Dec. 22   Kristy Leonard 

 Dec. 23   Roger Dahlin, Peter Kratz, Anna Ross, Ramona Rovito, Mark Weischedel 

 Dec. 24   Laura Broderdorf 

 Dec. 25   Kendrick Brown, Bob Hahne, Holly Lind 

 Dec. 26   Jack Derr, Bob Erickson, Matthew Kratz, Whitney Skochko, Tim Stoessel 

 Dec. 27   Lon Augustenborg, Joyce Clark, Jennifer Hall, Matt Osifchin, Leia Reynolds 

 Dec. 28  Andrea Brown, Donald Goff, Lori O’Brien 

 Dec. 29   Alec Dempsey, Ham Loving, Marie Moser, Israel Toviho, Shawna Tunnell, Steve Walker 

 Dec. 30   Addie Brown, John Dietrich, McKenna Klontz, Andrew Lee, Diane Liesman, Samantha O’Brien,  

     Clinton Pfister, Kate Waldron 

 Dec. 31  Meg DeGrafft, Marie Morris, Janet Pfister, Philip Schoepfle, Elaine Shelleman 

 

We Wish You a Happy Birthday!!! 

December Birthdays 


