
 

Redeemer Lutheran Church 
1545 Chain Bridge Road 
McLean, VA  22101 

Vol. 67  No. 12 

December  2022 

TIDINGS 

MESSAGE FROM 

PASTOR KESSINGER  
 
 

NOVEMBER OF 2022 
 

 

WHAT TO EXPECT THIS COMING ADVENT 
 

We celebrated Reformation Sunday on October 30 and All Saints Sunday is on November 6 and then all of a 
sudden we will be entering the Advent Season. We have some significant changes to talk about so please read 
over this article carefully. Some of the things we will be doing this Advent have become a tradition at          
Redeemer and there are some new things to anticipate. One thing in particular will affect our Sunday worship.  
But first . . .  
 

Lighting Candles on the Advent Wreath 
One of the traditions at Redeemer is to light the candles on the Advent wreath each week. It is a wonderful  
opportunity for more people to participate in our three Sunday worship services which occur at 8:30 am, 9:45 
am, and 11:00 am. Individuals, families, or groups of friends may pick a Sunday and a worship time to light 
the candles and to lead us in prayer. The prayers are given to you ahead of time. The four Sundays in Advent 
are November 27, December 4, 11, and 18.   
 

This offers twelve opportunities to serve; so please contact me as soon as possible (psk@redeemermclean.org) 
with the date and time you would like to participate. Thank you!  
 

Wednesday Advent Services at 12 pm and 5:30 pm  
Pastor Josh will lead a 30-minute worship experience at Redeemer on the first three Wednesdays in Advent 
(November 30, December 7, December 14) from 12 pm to 12:30 pm in our worship space. On Wednesday 
evenings from 5:30 pm to 6 pm, I will lead a Zoom worship experience that will include Advent readings and 
prayers.   
 

Come and worship in-person at 12 pm and/or here is the Zoom link for those interested in the 5:30 pm service. 
 

Meeting ID: 846 7483 4398 
Passcode: 161140 
 
 

Blue Christmas – December 21  
On Wednesday, December 21, at 6 pm we will share a meal in Fellowship Hall and then gather in our worship 
space for a Blue Christmas service that will start at 7 pm. All are invited. This year the service is being held on 
the Winter Solstice (the longest night of the year).  It is different from our Sunday worship experience in that 
we will honor people who are struggling through the holidays due to the loss of a loved one or struggling with 
other issues.   
 

mailto:psk@redeemermclean.org
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The tone of the service is quiet and contemplative and filled with hope. It is one way we can be present for one 
another.  Candles will be lit to honor the faithful departed.  People can come forward for individual prayers 
during the distribution of Holy Communion.  Once more this service is open to all! 
 

A CHANGE IN SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP 
 

In October my newsletter article centered on ways that we can be better stewards of God’s creation. I shared 
some steps that Redeemer has already taken to be more efficient with our use of energy. At our annual meeting 
in February we will hear more details about the proposed capital campaign to renovate the parts of our build-
ing that were not included in the first two phases. Updating both the classroom and office spaces will increase 
our energy efficiency even more.     
 

While those plans are being fine-tuned we will continue to work on ways to reduce, reuse, and recycle. For 
example, at our last Worship and Music ministry team meeting we discussed ways to reduce the amount of  
paper we use on a Sunday morning for the weekly bulletins. Our end goal is to develop main bulletins that 
would contain the parts of the service that do not change over the liturgical season (Advent, Christmas,    
Epiphany, Lent, Easter, and Pentecost). We would then include an insert that would give us the prayer of the 
day, the readings, hymn numbers, the offertory, and anything else that is unique to a particular Sunday. At the 
end of the service everyone would return the main bulletin to be reused in the subsequent weeks.   
 

In theory this is a wonderful idea!  In practice we have our work cut out for us to make this as seamless as  
possible to those who attend our worship services. After much discussion we have decided to start slow.    
During the season of Advent you will note in the traditional services that the hymns will no longer be present. 
We will give you the hymn numbers and then we will open the hymnals that are in the pews and sing our 
praises to God!  
 

Why is it only for the traditional service? We are exploring how to do this for the contemporary service but 
there is one major hurdle. The hymns we sing are often not from our red hymnals or the blue hymnals that are 
currently in the pew racks.   
 

Will everyone use these new bulletins? Full bulletins (with hymns to be included as they are now) will still be 
posted on our website for people to download on their own when they are livestreaming or participating in the 
service later in the day. You will also have the option to download and print a copy of the worship bulletin at 
home and bring it to the service if you want the full bulletin. Some members already download the bulletins on 
their iPad and use them in worship.   
 

AND SPEAKING OF THE ENVIRONMENT  
 

Our national church, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, wrote a draft social message on climate 
care. Social messages are teaching documents that shape ELCA policy and help members discern how to     
respond to an issue of national importance.   
 

A draft of the social message “Earth’s Climate Crisis” is now posted for public comment. Feedback from    
individuals and groups is encouraged. Our comments enable those who wrote the document to make decisions 
on the final copy.   
 

Here is a link for a copy of the draft social message – 
(https://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/DRAFT-
Social_Message_on_Climate_Care.pdf)  
 

And you can go to this site to complete the survey – 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/R8R98QX  
 

Your input must be submitted by Friday, December 2.   
 

The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it, 
the world, and all those who live in it. 

Psalm 24:1 
 

In Christ – Pastor Sandy Kessinger  
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A 
s November approaches, we begin to prepare for the holiday season, and, of course, that first point 

of celebration is Thanksgiving. We gather with family and friends, give thanks for all that God has 

blessed us with, and share in some tasty turkey and pumpkin pie. Depending on your tradition, it is 

usually customary for most families to join hands and say a prayer over the meal. I remember, as a 

child, always looking forward to hearing my Great Aunt Helen say the Thanksgiving blessing in German. 

Now our prayers vary from family to family. Some are short, and others long. Some have one person praying 

while other families go around the table and ask each person to share something they are thankful for. This holi-

day season, no matter how we pray, let us remember those who may not have a table to sit down at, a warm 

meal to share, and a family to join in the celebration.  

Living in the DMV, there are so many great organizations that you can support to help close the gap of those 

who may go hungry this Thanksgiving. Consider supporting organizations like Central Union Mission, which 

feeds 400 neighbors a full Thanksgiving meal, DC Central Kitchen, which prepares 5000+ Thanksgiving 

meals, Food for Neighbors, which provides 900 holiday meals to families, especially those with children, and 

The Lamb Center, which feed 45,000 NOVA residents annually. These are just four of the many organizations 

in our area that you can consider supporting this Thanksgiving season.  

On Sunday, November 13, we are going to have a special offering where we “Fill the Cornucopia!”  We are 

asking that you bring the loose change you might have sitting on your dresser, in your car, or above your wash-

ing machine and help us fill our cornucopia. All proceeds will go to support the food ministry at The Lamb 

Center and help feed our neighbors in need this holiday season.  

This Thanksgiving, let us pause and thank God for all the blessings God has so graciously bestowed on us – 

home, family, friends, employment, transportation, and sustenance – but let us also remember those who may 

not have as much. Let us give as Christ gave and be a blessing to our neighbors this holiday season.  

 

Christ’s peace be with you this month, and Happy Thanksgiving! 

Pastor Josh  

 

 

 

A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR JOSH 
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                        Minutes of  

                         Meeting of Redeemer Congregation Council 

                      In Person and Via Zoom 

                       October 10, 2022 
 

 

Present in Person:  Stephanie Hunter, Pr. Sandy Kessinger, Karen Miller, President Nate Paukovits,  
       Secretary Roberta Pittman, Treasurer Edward Regan, Pr. Wullenweber 
 

Present via Zoom:  Arash Behravesh, Lena Martikainen, Peter Kratz, and Karen Detweiler 
 

Excused:     Mitch Brown, Liz Holzapfel, and Ellen Kennedy 
 

Special Guest:   Cindy Morrow 
 

Called to Order:   President Paukovits declared a quorum and called the meeting to order at 7:37 pm. 
 

Devotions:     Pastor Wullenweber opened with a devotion provided by the ELCA Reconciling in Christ 
       ministry based on Luke 15:4-7. He closed devotions with prayer. 
 

Adoption of Agenda: Without objection, the agenda was adopted as sent in advance of the meeting. 
 

Pastors’ Reports:   
 

 Pastor Kessinger: Pastor Kessinger highlighted the following items from her written monthly report: 

• She is now a board member for the Tysons Community Alliance. 

•  Fall Projects 
• Youth Leadership Team: Work with Ellen Kennedy and High School Youth 
• Stewardship Ministry Team: Manual of Volunteer Opportunities  
• Work with Stewardship and Membership Outreach on Welcome Packet 
• Sacred Ground: Visit Bull Run Regional Park Slave Cemetery  
• Spiritual Retreat: November 12 (Making All Things New) 
• Redeemer Renaissance  

 Bylaws and Board Manual  
 60th Anniversary for Preschool; one event will be held on October 28 at 5:15 pm 
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 Pastor Wullenweber: Pastor Wullenweber highlighted the following items from his written monthly report: 
• Confirmation Class  

 12-15 Average Attendance 
 Integrating Worship Service Component into Curriculum  

• Adult Catechism Class - Average 12 participants  
• Men’s Bible Study - One weekly participant  
• Redeemer Youth Group 

 7-9 Average Attendance  
 Currently talking about how to be missional leaders 

• 6:30 Evening Worship - 10-12 Average Attendance  
• Congregational Life 

 Switched focus to monthly fellowship coffee hours from 9:30 – 11 in Crossroads on Sunday 
morning  

 October 23 – “Operation Fellowship – Donuts, Bagels and Coffee” 
 November 13 – Pastries and Coffee 
 December 4, 11, 18 – Holiday Cookies and Coffee 

• Met with Executive Director of Sunrise and made introductions on behalf of the congregation. 
• Congregation / Staff / Preschool Emergency Preparedness Procedures 

 Completed documents   
 First Fire Drill – Went well with no issues  
 Name Badges implemented for all staff  

 

Approval of Minutes:   
 Minutes from the meeting were previously approved by email.   
 

Treasurer’s Report:  
 Ed Regan presented the Treasurer’s Report. Currently expenses for Lutheran Church of  the Redeemer  
 exceed income by $27,924. Indebtedness has been reduced to $95,624. 
 

Executive Committee Minutes:  
 The Executive Committee met on September 22, 2022, to define discussion and action items for the full 
 council. For Council discussion: 
 

• Lutheran Endowment for Novosaratovka Seminary (LENS) Foundation - The Board of Directors of 
the LENS Foundation at its meeting on September 19, voted unanimously to end the ministry of 
LENS and dissolve the foundation. Redeemer does not have any outstanding donations set aside 
for this ministry and will remove it from the giving options. 

• Rise Against Hunger Event Update - Roberta Pittman reported that all the shifts for November 5th 
are full. Elevation Church has become a partner in the event and will be sending 65 volunteers and 
purchasing 50,000 meals. $3,800 still needs to be raised for the event. 

• Redeemer Renaissance Update - Membership and scheduling of the program boards are being de-
fined. 

 

Minutes continued next page 
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Ministry Reports 
Roberta Pittman reported that the Worship and Music Committee met on September 26.  
Highlights of the meeting include: 

• Calendar Items for Advent and Christmas 
 Advent Services:  

• Noonday services in person: November 30, December 7, December 14 
• Evening services: November 30, December 7, December 14 via zoom;  

  December 21 in person (Blue Christmas) 
 Living Nativity and Christmas Concert, December 16 
 Christmas Eve Services: 4:00 PM, 6:00 PM, 8:00 PM, 10:00 PM 
 Christmas Day Service, Sunday at 10:00 AM 
 New Year’s Eve Service. Saturday, December 31 at 5:00 PM 
 New Year’s Day, Sunday at 10:00 AM (Lessons and Carols) 
 The Red Attendance Pads will be returned to the pews. 
 At some point communicants will be given an opportunity to kneel if they wish during  

       Communion. 
 

 Lutheran Church of the Redeemer will co-sponsor the Faith and Public Policy with Lewinsville     
 Presbyterian Church on November 12. 
 

 The Youth Leadership Team participated in the International Coast Cleanup Day. 
 
Additional New Business: There was no additional new business. 
 
Adjournment: President Paukovits adjourned the meeting at 9:00 PM 
 
Next meeting of Executive Committee:  October 27, 2022  
Next meeting of Council:   November 14, 2022 

October 10th Council Minutes Continued 
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NOVEMBER WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

8:30 am and 11:00 am – Traditional 
9:45 am – Contemporary  

6:30 pm – Worship and Praise 
 

SUNDAYS – 9:45 AM 
Faith Formation, Confirmation, High School Classes 

Table Talk (Adult Education) (Hybrid) 
 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Wednesday, Nov. 2  Wednesday AM Bible Study – 8:00 am (Hybrid) 
 Wednesday PM Adult Catechism – 7:00 pm (Zoom) 
  
Saturday, Nov. 5 Rise Against Hunger (All Day) 
 Clocks Fall Back One Hour  
 
Sunday, Nov. 6  All Saints Sunday 
 High School Youth – 5:00 pm to 6:15 pm (Weekly) 
      
Monday, Nov. 7  Memorial Service for Milt Schultz – 11:00 am 
 Day of Prayer for Our Nation (8:00 am – 8:00 pm) 
  
Tuesday, Nov. 8 Election Day 
 Sacred Ground (7:00 pm) (Zoom) 
 
Wednesday, Nov. 9 Wednesday AM Bible Study – 8:00 am (Hybrid) 
 
Monday, Nov. 14 Congregation Council Meeting – 7:30 pm  
 
Wednesday, Nov. 16 Wednesday AM Bible Study – 8:00 am (Hybrid) 
 
Wednesday, Nov. 23 Happy Thanksgiving Eve 
 
Wednesday, Nov. 30 Wednesday AM Bible Study – 8:00 am (Hybrid) 
 

 

THANKSGIVING BLESSINGS 
WELCOME TO A NEW CHURCH YEAR – NOVEMBER 27 



 

 

 NOVEMBER ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

WARM THANKS for all who donated winter scarves this season! 

We collected 100 pieces and we will send them to N Street with all our  prayers and blessings! 

The prayer shawl group meets the first and third Thursday mornings at 10:30 am. If you are interested in join-
ing the group, we have lots of yarn and great  camaraderie to share. Everyone is welcome to partici-
pate.  Contact Gretchen Stark at gretchenrstark@gmail.com or the church office for more information. 

                    

Rise Against Hunger - Saturday, November 5 

Thank you for your support of Rise Against Hunger. We are looking forward to a fantastic meal-packaging 
event on November 5. If you would still like to help, email riseagainsthungermclean@gmail.com. Stay tuned 
for information about out next event on November 4, 2023.  

Donations can be made at http://events.riseagainsthunger.org/McLeanCommunity. Checks can be written to 
Lutheran Church of the Redeemer with "Rise Against Hunger" in the memo line. We are very close to goal! 

During the meal-packaging event from 8:00 AM until 4:30 PM,  donations for SHARE will be collected at the 
entrance to the Keillor Wing. Things most needed by SHARE include canned vegetables, canned tomato prod-
ucts, canned tuna, canned chicken, rice, dried beans, breakfast cereal, snacks, shampoo, toilet paper, bar 
soap, toothpaste, and toothbrushes. PLEASE, NO OVERSIZED ITEMS! 
You do not need to be volunteering for Rise Against Hunger to bring a donation for SHARE. 

 

Milton Schultz, IV., Memorial Service and Reception - Monday, November 7  

A memorial service for Milt Schultz, who passed away on Feb. 26, 2021 at his home, is now scheduled for 
Nov. 7 at 11 am. A reception will follow in Fellowship Hall. All are welcomed and invited to attend. 

 

Day of Prayer for Our Nation: Monday, November 7,  8 am - 8 pm 

November 7, the day before the midterm elections, is the next time when individual members or groups can 
sign up for half-hour segments with the goal of us praying continuously throughout the day. The theme is our 
nation: our governments and elected leaders at all levels, the judiciary at all levels, and ourselves as fellow 
citizens. Prayers will be sent to you to help you get started. All of the prayers were written by members of 
Redeemer; music from our choir is also included. 

For this Day of Prayer, we are asking that you pray from your home or office.  On November 7 we will also 
remember Milton Schultz, IV, whose memorial service will be at Redeemer on that day. 

You can sign-up by calling the church office at 703-356-3346 or for those who download the announcements, 
use this link or find the “sign ups” tab on our website under the “connect” tab where you will also find the 
prayer resource guide located.  
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 "Faith and Public Policy" - November 12 

Lewinsville Presbyterian Church (1724 Chain Bridge Road) will host an event from 9:30-11:00 am in its chapel 
on Sat., Nov. 12.  Kim Bobo, the Executive Director of the Virginia Interfaith Center for Public Policy (VICPP) 
will share information about the center's efforts over the last year and its advocacy agenda for future         
sessions of Virginia's General Assembly.   

This in-person event is the first of this season's series on the intersection of faith and public policy presented 
by Lewinsville Presbyterian Church.  For more information on VICPP, visit its website                                      
(https://www.virginiainterfaithcenter.org). Registration for the Nov. 12 event can be found at this 
link:  https://forms.gle/4iTWo4nBTY9FXV8S6. 
 

Fill the Cornucopia - Loose Change Donation  

Sunday, November 13 at All Services  
On Sunday, November 13, we are going to have a special offering where we “Fill 
the Cornucopia!” We are asking that you bring the loose change you might have 
sitting on your dresser, in your car, or above your washing machine and help us fill 
our    cornucopia. All proceeds raised will go to support the Thanksgiving food       
ministry at The Lamb Center. 
 

Advent Men’s Bible Study, Every Thursday from December 1 – 22, 8 a.m. 

Hybrid – In person and via Zoom  
Join us for an Advent Men’s Bible Study as we work our way through Book of Faith: Advent Reflections – 
Making All Things New. We will meet every Thursday starting December 1 through December 22 at 8 a.m. 
The study will be a hybrid study, so participants can join at church or via Zoom – those who join at church will 
get coffee! If you are interested, please contact Pastor Josh.  
 

Help Migrants in DC 

SAMU First Response (https://samufirstresponse.org), a respected international humanitarian aid group, is  
providing assistance to those migrants being sent on buses from Arizona and Texas to Union Station. If you 
wish to donate to that group, you can go to their website to donate online or send a check to their local 
office: 2001 L Street, NW, Suite 500, Washington, DC 20036. 
 

Partner for Surgery 

We have WONDERFUL NEWS to share!! The Nutrition Program started by PfS in Guatemala has been so suc-
cessful that the younger children are now getting Cleft Lip Surgery! The volunteer surgeons are back and eve-
rything is moving forward! On his next trip, Frank Peterson will be taking 160 gift bags to the  children. Can 
you imagine all those happy hearts and smiling faces? We are counting on you to help the bags full! 
 

Please try to make donations of the following items at any time. We need: 
 

• Pacifiers and Rattles 
• Baby Sox 
• Brand-new Washcloths 
• Travel Size Shampoo & Travel Size Toothpaste 
• Small cuddly stuffed animals (5” or less) 
 

Do you have any small 5” or under, cuddly stuffed animals that you have been saving? These would be the 
perfect gift for our children ages 2-5. (The size of the MINI Beanie Babies (5 inches) is just right.  
Anything longer will not fit into the bags.) This age group would also love small balls to play with. 

 

We are very grateful for your Generosity!! The RED PfS BOX is now located in the Crossroads. 
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HAM Report for September / October 2022 

 

 

• On September 1, Rick Stewart delivered 11 boxes of ham weighing 385 pounds to Martha's Table 
from the Falls Church and Fairfax Honey Baked Ham stores. 

• On September 8, Laura Wareham delivered 2 boxes of ham weighing 70 pounds to Food for Others 
from the Fairfax store. 

• On September 15, Roberta Pittman delivered 5 boxes of ham weighing 150 pounds to ThriveDC from 
the Fairfax store. 

• On September 22, Steve Greanias delivered 9 boxes of ham weighing 300 pounds; 6 boxes went to 
Food for Others and 3 boxes went to the Rising Hope Church. The boxes were from the Falls Church 
and Fairfax stores. 

• On September 29, Ralph Dutrow delivered 12 boxes of ham weighing 420 pounds to So Others Might 
Eat from the Falls Church, Fairfax and Reston stores. 

 

So for the month of September, we delivered 1,325 pounds of ham.  
 
• On October 13, Roberta Pittman delivered 6 boxes of ham weighing 190 pounds to ThriveDC from 

the Falls Church and Fairfax Honey Baked Ham stores. 
• On October 27, Laura Wareham delivered 2 boxes of ham weighing 70 pounds to Food for Others 

from the Fairfax store. 
 

So for the month of October, we delivered 260 pounds of ham. 
 
Our year to date total is now 7,433 pounds of ham.  
 
A breakdown follows: 
• Martha's Table, 2,705 pounds of ham;  
• ThriveDC, 1,665 pounds of ham; 
• So Others Might Eat, 1,435 pounds of ham;  
• Food For Others, 907 pounds of ham  
• and the Rising Hope Church, 721 pounds of ham.  
 

(All weights are approximate.) 
While October was a slow month for us, November should show a pickup in donations.  
 

Thanks to everyone for their continued support  
of this important mission! 
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 Nov 1   Katie Michaud, Jennifer Midgley, Brandi Saunders, William Stratos  

 Nov 2   Dylan Honardoust  

 Nov 3   Beth Armstrong, Julia Fredriksen, Suzy Mueller, Olivia Pilson, Everett Spiros  

 Nov 4   Siri Fredriksen, Trish Kostelancik, Brian Ristig  

 Nov 5   Millie Jarvis, Christian Markwart, Gene Morrow  

 Nov 5   Charlotte Steuble, Kristi Wolff  

 Nov 6   Gary Gutzler, Anna Leong, Scotty Skotzko, Lizzie Stark, Krista Zele  

 Nov 7   Madelyn Frederick, Christian Vergonis  

 Nov 8   Andrew Goodwin, Leslie Jungemann, Barbara Kieffer, Sydney Walraven  

 Nov 9   Richard Brown, Annabelle Campet, Laura McCloud, Connor Yuzon  

 Nov 10   Chris Frederick, Katy Koch, Andrew Lardy, Dave Muhlenberg  

 Nov 11   Neil Beck, Josephine Rodriguez  

 Nov 12   Celeste Angus, Ralph Dutrow, Julia Waldon  

 Nov 13   Liam Connolly, Ryan Kessinger, Natalie Manitius, Stacey Pilson, Alan Rogers  

 Nov 14   Haley Curtis, Sydney Leonard  

 Nov 15   Hendrik Johnson, Ike Okorie, Beale Opsahl-Ong, Morgan Pence, Chris Redding  

 Nov 16   Ray Persino, Michael Ristig  

 Nov 17   Greyson Hayes, Inessa Ross  

 Nov 18   Liza Crawford, Eva Grau, Eli Sevimli  

 Nov 19   Melanie Heuer  

 Nov 20   Brynn Lighty, Charles Pfaff, Andrew Pribulka, Lily Skowrup, Tim Williams, Gary Zimmerman  

 Nov 21   Annika Berendt, Violet Berendt, Jim Hughes  

 Nov 22   Gwenn Holmlund, Nadia Stewart  

 Nov 23   Christopher Hunter, Claire Lynch, Tyler Posey  

 Nov 24   Claudia Manuela Behrens, Hannah Hughes, Thomas Moran, Will Moser, Lauren Yuzon  

 Nov 25   William Beck, Clara Henshall, Barbara McCall, Bill Triplett, Will Ubben  

 Nov 26   Jeffrey Barb, Tammie Koenig, Mickey Skelton  

 Nov 27   Tom Connolly, Daniel Moser, Justin Shellaway  

 Nov 29   Samantha Brainard, Matt Regan  

 Nov 30   Justin Daly, Kevin White  

November Birthdays 
 We Wish You a Happy Birthday!!! 

A Birthday Blessing 
Watch over your children, O Lord, as their days increase; bless and guide them wherever they may be. 
Strengthen them when they stand; comfort them when discouraged or sorrowful; raise them up when 
they fall; and in their hearts may your peace, which passes understanding, abide all the days of their 
lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.  Book of Common Prayer 
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