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13, 503 + 514 + 112 + 1,310 + 407 
 

O 
n Saturday, September 17, eight of our members met at Kenilworth Park in Washington, D.C. to 

help with the Waterways Clean-Up. In this year alone 13,503 pounds of trash have been removed 

from the river by an organization called the Anacostia Riverkeeper (Anacostia Riverkeeper home - 

Anacostiariverkeeper.org).  Not included in that total is 514 pounds of plastic bottles, 112 pounds 

of foam, 1,310 pounds of glass, and 407 pounds of food wrappers. 
 

Most of us from Redeemer had not done this kind of clean-up before. We arrived bright and early to the park 

with about 150 other people. We listened to the instructions and then found a pair of heavy gloves and a large 

bag to carry our trash. We spread out over a significant area to collect as much as we could throughout the 

morning.   
 

It was amazing how much trash there was in this one area. Most of the things we collected were disgusting, 

smelly, and covered with mud. I have found that wearing a mask reduces my sensitivity to such odors. We 

went mainly along the river banks and found plenty of empty liquor bottles and cans. There was an equal num-

ber of plastic cups and containers and empty snack bags. In the grassy areas the lawn mowers shredded some 

of the debris so that was more of a challenge to pick up. At one location there must have been a dozen bottle 

caps but not the bottles. We even discovered a TV monitor that was totally destroyed and just tossed into the 

wooded area. 
 

The invitation to attend this clean-up event came from our High School Leadership team – an open group to 

any of our high school youth who want to develop leadership skills and help coordinate service projects. One 

of the sub-groups is working on environmental issues. Peter, Will, and I started our exploration of opportuni-

ties to serve by initiating a meeting with Pastor Sarah Scherschligt from Peace Lutheran Church in Arlington.  

She is a board member of Faith Alliance for Climate Solutions (https://faithforclimate.org). And as pastor of 

her congregation she is encouraging her members to “green-up.” She referred us to the many resources that are 

out there to help us start something at Redeemer.   
 

At Redeemer we have taken some steps already to become more efficient with our energy. For example, as we 

contemplate a third phase of renovations to our building to update the classroom and office spaces we want to 

make changes to how we heat and cool these areas. Solar panels have been discussed especially as to the best 
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location for them. We currently recycle which helps offset the amount of paper we use throughout the week 

and on Sunday mornings. Some churches have banished the use of Styrofoam, plastic cups, and paper plates.  

We still have more work to do! 
 

As we explore how we can be better stewards of God’s creation in our congregation there are also ways that 

we can be more “green” at home.  Here are some ideas for us to consider: 
 

We have learned that cans and bottles that are placed in the blue recycling bins do not get recycled unless 

they are clean and the paper wrapping is removed.  We can make a commitment to make the extra effort to 

remove the labels and wash out the cans and bottles.   
 

We can install energy efficient lights in our homes.  Incandescent and halogen bulbs have the highest watt-

age making them less energy-efficient choices.  LED bulbs are right now the most efficient.   
 

One of the key ways to go green is to pay attention to the 3Rs – Reduce, reuse, and recycle 

We can swap out the light bulbs in our homes as was just mentioned 

We can invest in reusable versions of whatever we need at home 

We can switch to recyclable versions of whatever we need at home  

We can purchase items made from recycled materials 

We can switch to green cleaning products 

We can grow our own produce  
 

I shared with our youth that when I lived in Pittsburgh our neighbor who lived across the street from us was an 

excellent steward of God’s creation.  Once a month he had one bag to give to the garbage collector.  All the 

rest of his garbage was properly disposed of in other ways.  He had a compost bin in his backyard and he 

burned in his fireplace what could be burned safely.  I admired his dedication and commitment.   
 

There are deep theological reasons why we should care about our environment.  In 1993 the ELCA Church-

wide Assembly approved the Social Statement titled –  

Caring for Creation: Vision, Hope, and Justice (Caring for Creation - Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

(elca.org)).  Thirty years later we need to be reminded of the intent of God for his creation, our understanding 

of our role in the care of his creation as followers of Christ, and the hope that emerges when we work together 

for the good of all.   
 

Environmental issues are justice issues and need our active participation.  There are many avenues by which to 

be a good steward.  I will be looking more deeply into a grassroots movement of the ELCA called Lutherans 

Restoring Creation (Lutherans Restoring Creation – Welcome to Lutherans Restoring Creation!) and to see if 

there are ways for us to become more involved and committed as a congregation.  If this is a particular interest 

of yours then please feel free to contact me so we can talk further.   
 

Please keep our High School Leadership team in prayer as we also explore ways to help build up some of the 

lower income communities through such things as tree planting and getting adequate food supplies to people.  

It has already been pure joy working with our youth.  They want to make a difference in this world and they 

would love for you to participate with them.     

 

In Christ – Pastor Sandy Kessinger  
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A 
s many of you know, one of my Sunday morning responsibilities when not preaching and leading 

service is to teach our Confirmation students. The section that we have just finished covering was 

on Reformation History, and the actions of early church reformers like, you guessed it, Martin    

Luther. In our conversation around the 95 Thesis, we discussed how the Holy Spirit is continually 

working to reform the church to better live out God's call. So I posed the question to our young thinkers – What, 

if anything, does the church catholic (universal church) here today need to be changed? What do we need to 

work on to live out our call to be disciples of Christ more fully?  

And here are some of their responses: 

Praying for others regardless of their religion.  
 

We should focus more on including people in learning about God. Not just have them go to church and   

listen but actually do something like raise money for charity or volunteer in the church.  
 

Do more praying, read the Bible more often, and work more to help people in need and those who don't 

know about God. 
 

Using the Bible more in our everyday life. 
 

Stop using the Bible to spread hate. 

The Confirmand's answers were so wise and spiritually mature that I could not help but share them with you. 

Our youth give me so much hope for the future as I hope they do for you as well. Their answers speak of a 

prayerful, scripturally focused, united, and all-inclusive church – precisely what Christ intends. Now not to get 

too cliché, but our youth are our future, and I give thanks for that. In a world with so much division, their 

thoughts and goals speak to a time of peace and unity for all of God's people. A time when we will all hopefully 

be one.  

Now you may have thought you were going to get out of this assignment, but I ask you to consider the question 

as well. Where is the Holy Spirit leading us to grow? What areas in the church catholic or even here at          

Redeemer need reforming?  

I encourage you to take time this month to consider this question and let me know your answer. But don't just 

let me know your answer, help me see how we as the church can start to implement these changes. We don't 

have to have 95 Thesis and a hammer to do God's work in this world; all we need is faith in God and motivation 

to serve. 

If you need a little inspiration, sit down and talk with our youth – they definitely have some plans for the future. 

I pray that your October is filled with many blessings.  

Christ's peace be with you! 

A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR JOSH 
 

A Future Filled with Hope 
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Minutes of the Meeting of the Redeemer Congregation Council 

In Person and Via Zoom 

September 12, 2022 
 

Present:  Liz Holtzapfel, Stephanie Hunter, Ellen Kennedy, Pr. Sandy Kessinger, Peter Kratz, Lena Martikainen, 

Karen Miller, President Nate Paukovits, Secretary Roberta Pittman, Treasurer Edward Regan 

Excused: Arash Behravesh, Mitch Brown, Karen Detweiler, Pr. Josh Wullenweber 
 
Called to Order: President Paukovits declared a quorum and called the meeting to order at 7:35. 
 
Devotions: Pastor Kessinger opened with devotions based on 1 Timothy 6:6-19.  Devotions came from the    
Daily Faith Practices, a resource of the ELCA.  She closed devotions with prayer. 
 
Adoption of Agenda: Without objection, the agenda was adopted as sent in advance of the meeting. 
 
Pastors’ Reports:   

Pastor Kessinger: Pastor Kessinger highlighted the following items from her written monthly report: 
Home and hospital visits  
Pre-Baptism, Pre-Marital and New Member Sessions 
One-on-One Confirmation Sessions 
Meetings with High School Youth Leadership Team 

Upcoming Events  
Plans developing to celebrate the 60th Anniversary of the Redeemer Preschool 
Faith and Blue Event at Redeemer with local police and houses of worship  
McLean Clergy Gathering at Redeemer  
Concert for Ukraine Relief 
Plans developing for “Uniting Us” Art Display in February of 2023  

Pastor Wullenweber: In Pastor Wullenweber’s absence, President Paukovits directed the Council’s        
attention to Pr. Wullenweber’s written report and highlighted the new weekly Youth Group Meeting   
and Sunday Evening Worship. 

 
Approval of Minutes: Minutes from the meeting were previously approved by email.   
 
Executive Committee Minutes: The Executive Committee met on August 26, 2022 to review discussion and   
action items for the full council. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Ed Regan presented the Treasurer’s Report. Expenses currently exceed giving and use fees 
by about $19,000. Indebtedness has been reduced to $102,937. 
 
Discussion/Action Items: 

Endowment Committee:  The Endowment Committee recommended grants of $3,500 each to Capital     

Caring Health Hospice and for the November 5th Rise Against Hunger Event. Liz Holzapfel moved to     

accept the recommendation. Peter Kratz seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 

Building and Grounds: It was discussed that if the Columbarium project moves ahead, it would be a ministry 

of the church rather than a special project, and as such a part of the Capital Campaign. It will be          

discussed further when the full scope of the building project is defined.  The Building and Grounds        



 

Committee is working through details and requirements with Fairfax County and the architects for 

the complete project.   

 

Rise Against Hunger: Event will take place on November 5, 2022.  Participants will not be required to 
show proof of vaccination.  Masking will be required.  Currently volunteer registration is robust.  
Fundraising remains a challenge. 

 
Ministry Reports:   
 

• Health Equity Team reported that per the new CDC guidelines, no changes in Redeemer’s current  
 practices are necessary. 

 

• Karen Miller presented a report on the Redeemer Renaissance Preschool and After-School Programs. 
 

 - The by-laws continue to be revised and will be presented to council in October. Changes in the by-l  
laws need to be approved by the congregation.   

 

 - The Redeemer Renaissance Board has begun drafting the Board’s charter. 
 

 - Gina Thorson started as the new Redeemer Renaissance Preschool Director. Gina has been a church 
 member since 1996, has previously taught at the preschool, and has been teaching in the public 

schools since. 
 - Position descriptions for Redeemer Renaissance leaders are being reviewed. 
 - Both programs are seeing good enrollment.   
 

• The Worship and Music Committee will meet on September 26. 
 

• The Endowment Committee is working on an information booklet and an awareness campaign is being 
  considered. 

 
• Membership Outreach Committee met. 

 
• The Child Protection Committee has been coordinating the approved adult status recertification of the 
  Faith Formation teachers and other church members wishing to maintain their approved adult status. 
 

Additional New Business: There was no additional new business. 
Close with Prayer: Pr. Kessinger closed the meeting with prayer. 
Adjournment: President Paukovits adjourned the meeting 9:00 pm.  
Next meeting of Executive Committee:  September 29, 2022  
Next meeting of Council:  October 10, 2022 



 

 
 

OUR PUMPKIN PATCH IS BACK! 
BUY PUMPKINS AND SUPPORT OUR YOUTH! 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

OCTOBER WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
8:30 am and 11:00 am – Traditional 

9:45 am – Contemporary  
6:30 pm – Worship and Praise in Crossroads  

 
TABLE TALK (ADULT EDUCATION) 

Every Sunday – 9:45 am (Hybrid) 
 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Sunday, October 2  Ukrainian Concert – 3:00 pm  
 Youth Group (Weekly) – 5:00 pm to 7:00 pm  
 Worship and Praise Service – 6:30 pm to 7:00 pm  
  
Tuesday, October 4 Prayer Group – 9:30 am (Weekly) (Hybrid) 
 Visitor / New Member Information Session – 7:00 pm (Zoom) 
 
Wednesday, October 5  Wednesday AM Bible Study – 8:00 am (Weekly) (Hybrid) 
 Wednesday PM Adult Catechism – 7:00 pm (Weekly) (Zoom) 
      
Sunday, October 9  Youth Activities for Indigeneous Peoples’ Day – 9:45 am  
 Animal Blessing – 12:00 pm   
 Stuff the Cruiser – 12:00 pm  
  
Monday, October 10 Congregation Council (Library) – 7:30 pm  
 
Sunday, October 16 First Communion Class – 12:15 pm  
 
Friday, October 28 Redeemer Renaissance Fair – 5:15 pm  
 
Sunday, October 30 Youth Leadership Sunday  
 Confirmation Service – 11:00 am  
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“O”peration Fellowship! 
Join us for coffee, donuts, bagels and other “O” shaped treats!

Sunday, October 23 from 9:30-11

Congregational Life invites you to join us for a time of fellowship and 
conversation around, what better, coffee and sweet treats! 

Pet Blessing Event 

Sunday, October 9 from 12 -2

Bring your furry, feathery, and scaly friends to receive a 

blessing!

Plus, our very own Mary O’Brien will be present with her 

comfort dog in training, Rita, to teach others about this 

amazing ministry.

All are welcome – make sure you tell a friend and neighbor. 



 

 

OCTOBER ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

    Wrapping it up: the winter scarf  drive ends in October.   

Just as winter approaches, the Redeemer Winter Scarf drive ends Sunday, October 23. The scarves will go to N 
Street Ministries, an organization working with homeless women. in the DC      
area. We hope the scarves will keep the recipients protected against winter winds 
and wrap them in our prayers.   

We are collecting hand made, purchased and gently used winter scarves. There will 
be  collection bins in the Crossroad beginning October 2 and outside the office 
entrance. Please keep your collections at home until the bins appear. 

The scarves will be blessed on Sunday, October 23. 

To learn more about N Street ministries and how to help there please see the   
website:  Nstreetvillage.org 

The Prayer shawl group holds hybrid meetings the first and third Thursdays of each month from 10:30 to noon. 
Beginners are welcome and experienced fiber artists will gladly help newbies. Contact Gretchen Stark for more 
information (Gretchenrstark@gmail.com) or the church office. 
 

                      Redeemer Quilters 

The quilters at Redeemer are running low on material used 
to make quilts for patients in Guatemala.  If you have any 
material (all kinds accepted) which you no longer need, 
please consider sending it to the quilting group.   

It can be dropped off in the church office or during our 
meeting days on the first and third Wednesday of each 
month at 9:30 a.m.  If you are interested in joining us to 
learn how to make quilts, bags or bears for the children/
adults in Guatemala we would love to have you. Many 
thanks in advance, Info. Joyceclarke1943@hotmail.com 
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The Next Meal-Packaging Event for Rise Against Hunger  

 

We are gearing up for a GREAT event this November 5!  It has been a challenging couple of years for 
our country, our community and frankly, for you and me. With that in mind, we are ready to be back 
TOGETHER and better than ever!  

WE NEED YOU!  We are aiming for 200,000 meals or enough to feed 925 children 
every day of the school year in remote villages.  

HOW CAN YOU HELP? 

We still need volunteers. 
If you haven't already volunteered, please do so if you are able to.  We still need volunteers at 8:00 
AM and 2:00 PM. If you have already volunteered, THANK YOU.  Please invite your friends and rela-
tives. 

We still need donations 

The Heier Family from Lutheran Church of the Redeemer has generously offered to match the next 
$5000 in donations in honor of the anniversary of the passing of Deanna's mother, Maritza Green. 
This is a great opportunity to make the most of your donation. 

If you have already donated to the November 5th event, we are so very grateful.  If you have not do-
nated, please consider doing so. Your Gift Will Be Doubled!  Remember, you can get sponsors to 
donate on your behalf. We still need about $50,000. 

If your employer would like to support this event or match employee donations, please let us know. 



 



 



 

  
   
 

Oct 1   Susanne Bathgate, Jed Holzapfel, Thomas Van Wazer, Florencio Yuzon  

Oct 2   Donna Eberwine, David Sande, Jordan True, Kameron True  

Oct 3   Luis Crouch, Jack Gutzler  

Oct 3   Howie Lind , Peter Lohmus, Monica Meagher, Ingrid Shumway, Alexa Wilson  

Oct 4   Keith Bornmann, Maggie Crawford, Max Geduldig, Nicole Ritchie, Lore Stratos, Grayson Yuzon  

Oct 5   Cooper Cassell, Mike Corvari, Soren Gresia, Max Miller, Jonathan Veum  

Oct 6   Gerda Gomes, Roy Johnson, Chris  Jordan, Brittany Persino, Christian Richter  

Oct 7   Juliana Geris,  Jack Lettow, Peter Shumway, Gregory Van Scoyoc  

Oct 9   Laura Daly, Chris Lighty, Ken McCloud, Carrie Root, Marlene Severson, Nick Skotzko  

Oct 10  Olivia Dotterweich, Heather Hunter-Jaramillo, Douglas McKee  

Oct 12  Alexander Castillo, Eric Morris, Nelle Temple Brown  

Oct 13  Paul Klontz, Emily Osifchin  

Oct 14  Diana Leavitt, Dawn Regan  

Oct 15  Joseph Kratz, Tyler Laredo, Natalie Reeves  

Oct 16  Jorgen Augustenborg, Mark Dunlop, Alaura Maglio, Pat Reblitz, Hugh Risseeuw  

Oct 17  Connor Vergonis  

Oct 18  Line Corvari  

Oct 19  Mary Gonda, Stella Pence, Linsey Wenk  

Oct 20  Dean Graves, Robbie Redding, Ozan Sevimli  

Oct 21  Laura Duval, Caroline Griffis, Beth Melby  

Oct 22  Claire Dutrow, Max Goldfrank, Basia Manitius, Diane Miller, George Shields, Mary Wallace  

Oct 23  Laura Opsahl-Ong, Nathan Paukovits, Deborah Risseeuw  

Oct 24  Gabe DeLeonardis, Tim Devlin, Henry Lettow  

Oct 25  Andy Pribulka, Jennifer Skotzko  

Oct 26  Linda Rogers, Carolyn Ubben  

Oct 27  Joan Bradley, M.G. Detweiler, Don Miller, Karin Ryding  

Oct 28  Adam Dietrich  

Oct 29  Nick Angus, Brandon Castillo, Amy Friedrich-Karnik, Edward Hutchinson  

Oct 30  Anders Aga, Max Detweiler, Adam Fedorczyk, Danielle Kuhn, Alexa Stieg, Robin Truslow  

Oct 31  Caroline Bereuter, Abigail Brainard, Anders Choi, Jennifer Reese, Heidi Stewar  

October Birthdays 
 We Wish You a Happy Birthday!!! 

A Birthday Blessing 
Watch over your children, O Lord, as their days increase; bless and guide them wherever they may be. 
Strengthen them when they stand; comfort them when discouraged or sorrowful; raise them up when 
they fall; and in their hearts may your peace, which passes understanding, abide all the days of their 
lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.  Book of Common Prayer 
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