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A 
ll ELCA pastors have a section in our church constitution that outlines our responsibilities. I will 
review that list every now and then to make sure I am doing what I am called to do as an ordained 
minister. It helps me to stay focused.  
 

The required section for pastors is *C9.03. and it reads: Consistent with the faith and practice of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, every minister of Word and Sacrament shall preach the Word and 
administer the sacraments. We are to conduct public worship. We are to provide pastoral care. We are to seek 
out and encourage qualified persons to prepare for the ministry of the Gospel.   
 

I find this list to be fairly straightforward. We preach and teach and        
encourage our young people to seek vocations that live out their faith.    
We preside at the Lord’s Supper. We baptize. We put together worship        
services that reflect our Lutheran tradition. We care for the people of God.   
 

What follows broadens our scope of responsibility to the wider church and 
the world: We are to communicate knowledge of this church and our wider 
ministry. We are to be witnesses to the Kingdom of God in the community, 
in the nation, and abroad. We are to speak publicly to the world in solidari-
ty with the poor and oppressed, calling for justice and proclaiming God’s 
love for the world.   
 

I find this list to be much more challenging. It is so open-ended and the need is so great that it is overwhelm-
ing. It also sends us outside of our church walls to interact with the whole world and that is a lot of territory to 
cover. Each pastor works through that differently based on his/her gifts and his/her context. I recall the stories 
of Pastor John Steinbruck who served for 28 years as the senior pastor of Luther Place in Washington, DC.  
Members never knew if he would be at worship on a Sunday morning or sitting in jail after a Saturday evening 
protest. His gifts and his context guided his actions and that of the church.  
 

Our Gifts and Our Context  
We partner with community leaders and our agencies and institutions and the ELCA to witness and speak  
publicly on behalf of the most vulnerable. It is through our ministries that we bear public witness to the gospel 
in word and action. It is through our conversations that we proclaim the love of God for all people. At          
Redeemer that voice is heard through our Social Concerns Ministry team and the Racial Justice and Equity 
Ministry team. It is experienced when we hear about a need and respond immediately and abundantly. It is  
evident when we work together to help the family from Afghanistan build a new life in the United States. We 
wait eagerly to know how to help the people in Ukraine. 

“Consistent with the faith 
and practice of the          

Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America, every 

minister of Word and        
Sacrament shall preach the 
Word and administer the            

sacraments.” 



 

 

We spend a great feal of time studying Scripture to ground ourselves in action. In the New Testament we find 
examples of the kind of civic engagement that we are called to do in our churches. Both Jesus and St. Paul lift-
ed up difficult issues for people to consider from the perspective of faith. It included how best to care  
adequately for the poor and how to allow more people to have access to the gospel. These conversations were 
established to keep the people of God faithful to the gospel message and to teach faithful people how to live 
together in community.     
 

Centuries later, Martin Luther engaged the people on public issues that included confronting the powers of  
authority that kept the poor from full inclusion. Concretely, Luther put the Bible into the hands of the people 
so they could read for themselves who this God was that cared for them so much.   
 

Drawing on our biblical understandings of what it means to be the church and the courage of Martin Luther 
and others who followed, we at Redeemer have been given many resources by which to faithfully engage in 
conversation on difficult and important public issues. Such conversations encourage us to be advocates.  In the 
Word of God we see how the gospel speaks for itself.     
 

ELCA Social Statements  
Redeemer is part of a larger church body that gives us concrete ways to address current concerns.  As stated on 
the ELCA website we have what is known as social statements that are meant to be  

. . . teaching and policy documents. They provide broad frameworks to assist us in thinking about 
and discussing social issues in the context of faith and life.  They are meant to help communities 
and individuals with moral formation, discernment, and thoughtful engagement about current so-
cial issues as we participate in God’s work in the world.   
 

Social statements also set policy for the ELCA and guide its advocacy and work as a publicly  
engaged church.   
 

Currently we are hearing a lot of debate on both sides regarding Roe vs. Wade. The first ELCA Social  
Statement that was adopted at an ELCA Churchwide Assembly was on Abortion. You can read it by going to 
this link –  
https://www.elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements/Abortion. 
 

We have also been hearing a great deal about climate change and there is another social statement called  
Caring for Creation – https://www.elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements/Caring-for-Creation.   
 

Since 1991 thirteen statements have been written and adopted by our church body. I know from experience 
that each one takes years to develop. They are written by a team of people who have varied backgrounds and 
come from different perspectives. The ELCA also opens up the conversation to a wider audience before it goes 
before the assembly as a finished product.  The one under consideration right now is called Government and 
Civic Engagement. I sent the information to you in the May 20th email for those who were interested in a virtu-
al listening session. It allowed people to engage with the ELCA task force members and share what was im-
portant to them in terms of the role of the church as it relates to political issues. It helps the task force to set 
priorities based on what they learn from others. The statement will be presented at the 2025 Churchwide  
Assembly. 
 

It has always been my vision to gather a small group of people to study these statements within the context of 
Scripture. They help us live out our call to be a witness to the Kingdom of God in our community, in our  
nation, and abroad.   
 

Please review the list of ELCA Social Statements that are listed on the ELCA Website –   https://elca.org/
Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements – and email me if you have an interest in studying any of these  
documents.  If we can find a common topic of interest then we can develop a small group discussion and see 
where the Holy Spirit leads us.     
 
In Christ – Pastor Sandy Kessinger  

https://www.elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements/Abortion
https://www.elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements/Caring-for-Creation
https://elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements
https://elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greetings, Friends in Christ,   

W 
ith Memorial Day having come and gone, Summer is officially here. Around our neighbor-

hood, I have noticed pools opening, cookouts taking place, and people tending to their yards 

in meticulous detail. I have also realized through conversation that many of you will be travel-

ing over the summer months. Some of you are heading North and others out West, and I have 

heard from one family that they will be spending time in Europe. All these places sound exciting, but no matter 

where you find yourself this summer, know that you can stay connected with Redeemer through our website.  

Andrea, our office manager, has been working hard to ensure our site not only looks good, but that it has all 

the information one may need to stay connected. So, for this month's newsletter, I want to remind you of some 

of the ways you can take us with you while traveling this summer.  

First, on our home page, you will not only find information about our 

congregation, but it is there where you can also access the links for our 

weekly services. Simply click on one of the blue buttons for either the 

traditional or contemporary service, and you can watch live at the service 

time or later to meet your schedule or time zone.  

Also, on the home page, you will see another button that says, "Contact 

Us – We're Here For You." We understand that things happen while you 

are away. So, if you need to get ahold of us, have a prayer concern, or 

would like a call, you can click this link and fill out the associated form. 

This will be sent to the Redeemer staff, and we will be in touch shortly to help with whatever you may need.  

Next, while traveling, it can be easy to miss updates on Redeemer's current events. So, to stay up to date on 

Redeemer news, by clicking the tab labeled "News." Here, you can keep up with what is going on around our 

congregation by accessing our weekly announcements and our monthly newsletters.   

Finally, since the ministries of Redeemer do not cease while you are away, you can also continue to contribute 

online via the "Giving" button. There you can either give a one-time gift or set up recurring contributions. 

I hope that each of you has a blessed, fun, and rest-filled Summer. Whether here or abroad, know that we are 

here for you, and we look forward to connecting whenever our paths cross next.  

Christ's peace be with you in the month ahead, 

Pastor Josh   

 

A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR JOSH 

“Also, on the home page, you 

will see another button that 

says, "Contact Us –               

We're Here For You.”            

So, if you need to get ahold of 

us, have a  prayer concern, or 

would like a call, you can click                

this link and fill out                 

the associated form.” 
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May 25, 2022 
  

Peace, I leave with you!  My peace I give to you!  I do not give to you as the world 
gives!  Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not let them be afraid.  John 14:27 
  

On the heels of another mass shooting that took place at an elementary school in Texas, we 
would like to recall some of the things we learned from Sunday's gospel lesson. Knowing that 
he, himself, was about to undergo great suffering and even death, Jesus was clear that the 
world would never be able to give us peace. We experienced that once more yesterday.    
  

True and lasting peace can only come from God. But how do we acquire this peace amid so 
much hatred and discord? We start with prayer. We pray for the presence of God to be with 
these grieving families and for those of us who watch with horror. And then surrounded by 
the warmth of God's love we ask God to give us and our country the courage to act in ways 
that save lives and do not keep destroying them. We are living in very troubling times and 
there are no easy answers to what ails us. But each of us has gifts that can be used to right 
the wrongs we are experiencing. Each of us must take the time to ask God to help us 
(individually and collectively) figure out how we can be part of the solution.   
  

We learned there is one more ingredient to include in our prayers. As we continue to watch 
the news unfold, we also need to look to see where God is already at work. We need to offer 
our prayers of thanksgiving for the men and women who arrived on the scene to remove so 
many people out of harm's way. We need to pray in thanksgiving for the people who stepped 
in immediately to hold and console the grieving parents and family members. We need to 
pray in thanksgiving for the medical teams who are working to save the others who were in-
jured.   
  
Please join us in prayer to be the instruments of God's peace –  
  

Pastor Kessinger and Pastor Wullenweber 

http://www.RedeemerMcLean.com


 

                     Minutes of May 9, 2022 

                          Meeting of Redeemer Congregation Council 

                   Via Zoom   

 

 

Present: Arash Behravesh, Mitch Brown, Karen Detweiler, Stephanie Hunter, Ellen Kennedy,                           

Pr. Sandy Kessinger, Lena Martikainen, Karen Miller, President Nate Paukovits,                                                 

Secretary Roberta Pittman, Treasurer Edward Regan, Pr. Wullenweber 

Excused: Liz Holtzapfel and Peter Kratz 

Called to Order: President Paukovits declared a quorum and called the meeting to order at 7:34 PM. 

Devotions: Pastor Wullenweber opened with devotions based on John 10:22-30. 

Mitch Brown closed devotions with prayer. 

Adoption of Agenda Without objection, the agenda was adopted as sent in advance of the meeting. 

Pastors’ Reports:   
 

Pastor Kessinger:  
  Pastor Kessinger highlighted the following items from her written monthly report: 

 Holy Week and Easter services went well from all perspectives  
 Welcomed new members and will hold another Visitor Information Class 
 Appreciation for volunteers who helped with the funeral for Tracy Graves 
 Held meeting with Justice and Equity Ministry Team 
 Held meeting with the Health Equity Ministry Team 
 Breakfast with Pastor Erin Swenson-Reinhold  
 Meeting with Emma Wagner from Lutheran World Relief 
 Faith and Blue Initiative meeting on “Stop the Bleed” 
 Attended funeral for Pastor Geri Opsahl  

 
Pastor Wullenweber:  
 Pastor Wullenweber highlighted the following items from his written monthly report: 

 Successful Holy Week and Easter services 
 Youth Earth Day Park Clean Up 
 Organized the Confirmation Retreat 
 Working with the Membership Outreach Ministry Team and  
     the Congregational Life Ministry Team on the Summer Bash 
 Planning summer and fall events with the Congregational Life Ministry Team 
 Meeting with the Health Equity Ministry Team 
 Established Child Protection Committee with Roberta Pittman, Karen Devlin,  
     and Judy Loving 
 Meeting with the Social Concerns Ministry Team 
 Meeting with the Synod Youth Committee 

 

Approval of Minutes: Minutes from the meeting were previously approved by email.   

Executive Committee: The Executive Committee met on April 29, 2022.  



 

Treasurer’s Report: Ed Regan presented the Treasurer’s Report. Revenue continues to exceed the expenses 

of Lutheran Church of the Redeemer. Indebtedness has been reduced to $132,411. 

Ministry Reports with Action Items: 

 

Endowment Committee: The Endowment Committee requested approval of grants of $3,500 each to World 

Central Kitchen – Chefs of Ukraine and to SHARE of McLean. Karen Detweiler moved the grants be approved. 

Karen Miller seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Child Protection Committee: The Child Protection Committee has been formed: Roberta Pittman (Chair), Ka-
ren Devlin and Judy Loving. The files for approved adults are being updated. On behalf of the committee, 
Roberta Pittman moved that Item 10 on Page 6 of the Child Protection Policy be modified from “Approved 
Adults will not leave children unsupervised at the end of an activity." to " Approved Adults will not leave chil-
dren unsupervised at any time during or at the end of an activity."  Mitch Brown seconded the motion and it 
passed unanimously. 

Additional Ministry Reports: 

Stewardship Ministry Team: The Stewardship Ministry Team was approached regarding employing GSB 
(Gronlund Sayther Brunkow) Stewardship For All Seasons services.  The Stewardship Ministry Team 
and council recommended not doing so at this time. 

Social Concerns Ministry Team: The Social Concerns Ministry Team will be directing gifts to organizations 
dealing with refugee issues. Lutheran Social Services will be hosting a town hall meeting on May 12 
regarding the reception of refugees from Ukraine.  

Racial Justice and Equity Ministry Team: The Racial Equity Team has noted that Juneteenth (June 19) falls 
on a Sunday this year and will be recognized. 

Health Equity Ministry Team: The Health Equity Team is encouraging masks when people are in close 
contact with others. Participants in overnight activities are required to have a negative Covid19 test 
within 24 hours of the activity. 

Redeemer Renaissance: Nathan Paukovits, Ellen Kennedy and Karen Miller are continuing to work with 
Redeemer Renaissance leadership on better defining roles and responsibilities. The preschool and 
after school boards will meet later this month to discuss personnel policies, budget, and the 60th   
anniversary of the preschool.  

Old Business 
McLean Day: Roberta Pittman reported that everything is ready for the McLean Day booth, but more   

volunteers are needed. 

Birthday Party of the Decades: Sunday, May 15, after the 11 am service.  

New Business 

Pastor Kessinger and Ellen Kennedy are meeting with high school youth in June.  

Close with Prayer: Pastor Kessinger closed the meeting with prayer. 

Adjournment: President Paukovits adjourned the meeting at 8:50 PM. 

Next meeting of Council:  June 13, 2022 

Next meeting of Executive Committee:  May 27, 2022 



 

Redeemer’s Endowment Fund Committee  

Awards Two $3,500 Grants  

 
 

Redeemer’s Endowment Committee’s focus in the second quarter is food security.  We awarded grants to 

World Central Kitchen – Chefs for Ukraine and Share of McLean, Inc.  A brief description follows. 

World Central Kitchen – Chefs for Ukraine https://wck.org/ 

From their website: “WCK is first to the frontlines, providing meals in response to humanitarian, climate, and 

community crises. We build resilient food systems with locally led solutions.”  World Central Kitchens is     

currently serving those impacted by the war in Ukraine and wildfires in New Mexico. Endowment Committee 

member, Mary O’Brien, has a friend volunteering with WCK in Europe and will give us a unique perspective. 

Share of McLean, Inc. https://shareofmclean.org/ 

For over 50 years, Share has served those in need in McLean, Great Falls and Falls Church with a food pantry.  

In 2020, Redeemer became a Share food collection site (cart at Door #10) with Redeemer volunteers deliver-

ing to Share twice weekly.  This grant supports the food pantry as donations decrease over summer months.    

The food pantry might be the most familiar program, Share provides other vital services such as: 

 clothing pantry for adults and children (seasonal) 

 gently used or new furniture program 

 technology program to refurbish & distribute laptops and computers 

 outlet for fresh produce from home or community gardens  

 

NEWSFLASH from Share’s website – The new Lidl store (the former Safeway site) will partner with the 

SHARE Food Pantry of McLean to provide food to people in need in the community. Throughout the entire 

grand opening weekend — from Wednesday, June 1 to Sunday, June 5 — Lidl will donate $1 to the food bank 

for every new myLidl member who signs up and sets the new Lidl store as their home store. 

The Endowment Committee looks forward to communicating how these grants help others. In the         

meantime, visit the websites for more information and how to support their work through donations or    

volunteering. 

A little background about Redeemer’s Endowment Fund.  It was established in 1995 to enhance mission   

outreach of the congregation apart from the routine church functions. All contributions remain in the fund, 

only earnings are awarded to organizations near and far.  The Fund is administered by the Endowment   

Committee elected by the Congregation and accountable to Church Council.   Current members are         

Chair-Tammie Koenig, Financial Secretary-Gene Morrow, Recording Secretary-Dave Kostelancik,                

Joan Durman, Mary O’Brien, and Council Liaison-Ed Regan. 

For questions about Redeemer’s Endowment Fund or how to donate or future grants, please contact         
Endowment Fund Committee Chair, Tammie Koenig, at Endowment@redeemermclean.org. or a committee 
member. 

https://wck.org/
https://shareofmclean.org/
mailto:Endowment@redeemermclean.org.


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The book is a rich description of a family in    
Depression-era Detroit.  In the hot summer of 
1937, twelve-year-old Patsy takes care of her 
three younger sisters and helps her mother put 
up fresh fruits and vegetables in the family's 
summer kitchen, adjacent to the wood yard that 
her father owns. The recipes listed in the book 
were so enticing, you 
may be tempted to try 
them yourselves. The 
creative way simple 
games were          
developed with     
simple things was 
heartwarming. Patsy's mother, May Ford, helps 
neighborhood families by sharing the food that 
she preserves. When May becomes worried 
about how her own mother may have survived a 
flood, she decides to take her daughters for a 
visit to their grandmother's home in Clarksville, 
Tennessee. The girls are then exposed to racist 
policies governing travel. The family is led from 
the first class seats they had purchased and 
were placed in the dirty, cramped "colored 
car,"  The book helps you watch as Patsy works 

The Racial Justice and Equity Library would like to recommend the following 

to learn how to understand her experience in 
the colored car and also deal with the more 
subtle injustices that her family faces in     
Detroit.   

This story line  follows the lives of three   
generations of black women, one of whom is 
the author’s maternal grandmother, Dorothy 
May Jackson. The setting begins in the 
South at the turn of the century. Addie    
Jackson, while married to a black man and 
through no choice of her own, bears three 
biracial daughters, the father being a white 
attorney from a prominent family. One of 
those daughters, Dorothy May, becomes a 
teacher, but never completes her formal    
degree as she is swept into marrying and 
bearing her own children while living in the 
industrial northern city of Detroit. One of  
Dorothy’s daughters, Jean, confronts her 
mother and grandmother regarding her     
biracial ancestry and its complex              
ramifications. Jean finds her way to become 
a college educated black woman in the midst 
of challenging race relations and class      
divisions both in her country and within her 
own family. This book is appropriate for   
middle school aged readers and older. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Young Adult Books written by a family member of one of our Redeemer Family: 

“The recipes 
listed in the book 
were so enticing, 
you may be 
tempted to try 



 

The Racial Justice and Equity Library book recommendations continued….. 

This book for young readers is written in poetic verse 
and gives black Americans a framework to recount 
their family’s' histories and lineage. The storyline be-
gins with a young African American girl who is given 
the school assignment to outline her family tree and 
ancestry. The girl is perplexed and ashamed as she 
is unable to trace her family’s background. She reluc-

tantly asks her grandmoth-
er who responds by sharing 
rich stories of her family's 
culture and traditions in 
West Central Africa. The 
grandmother then moves 
on to the harsh reality of 
being kidnapped, stolen, 

and enslaved in America. She also shares the stoic 
and inspiring hopes, dreams, and ultimate resilient 
paths to freedom and greatness. The authors strike a 
fine balance in sharing factual reality while being 
considerate of young readers. Both the main charac-
ter as well as readers of all races and backgrounds 
come to the knowledge that African Americans de-
scended from a beautiful life, land, culture of their 
own before becoming Americans. Although their sto-
ry differs from those of other immigrants, it is one of 
which they can be proud. They were both born in 
their honored countries of origin, and in essence born 
again on the water of the middle passage.  

 

 
 

 

Children’s Books recommended by Redeemer Members  

“The authors strike 

a fine balance in 

sharing factual    

reality while being 

considerate of 

young readers.” 



 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Rent Assistance for Afghan Families 

Recent articles in the Washington Post explained that some Afghan families were in danger of being evicted because 
payments due them for rent as part of their refugee resettlement status had been delayed. Lutheran Social Services 
National Capital Area is accepting financial contributions for rent assistance for Afghan families.  Donations, la-
belled for rent assistance, can be made online (https://lssnca.org/donate.html) or checks can be sent to this ad-
dress: 

LSSNCA 

Attn: Development 

1730 Rhode Island Ave NW, Suite 712 

Washington, DC  20036 

.  

Redeemer Summer Bash, Sunday, June 5 from 12 pm - 2 pm  

Open Invitation - We will have a Summer Bash for the congregation and commu-
nity on Sunday, June 5, from 12 pm to 2 pm. There will be food and games.  

Congregational and community organizations will be present to highlight their min-
istries. Please come and invite family members and friends. We hope to see you and 
your neighbor!  In case of rain we will be in the gym. 

Volunteers are still needed! Volunteers are needed on this day to help grill the 
hot dogs, serve the food, and help at the different game / activity stations. We need 
your help to make this a fun and successful event. Please sign-up here to volunteer 
your time.   

 

Vivaldi’s ‘Gloria!’ during the Traditional Service on Pentecost Sunday, June 5 at 11am 

On June 5th incorporated into the 11am service, the Traditional choir and a small orchestra will be presenting a 
special musical offering of Vivaldi's 'Gloria'. Please mark your calendars and invite friends and family to hear this 
beautiful piece of music.  
 

Calling all High School Graduates!  
Please submit photos by June 21 for “Senior Spotlight” section 

Please email the church office (church@redeemermclean.org) your Senior Pic-
ture and a paragraph about yourself by June 21. Please include the name of the 
High School you graduated from and what your plans are for next year. We 
would like to publish this in our “Spotlight on Seniors” section in next month’s 
July Tidings Newsletter 

 

Vacation Bible School—July 25-28 

Mornings, 9am—Noon 
Counselors from the Lutheran camp Mar-Lu 
Ridge will be at Redeemer for a Vacation Bible School experience the mornings of  July 25-28 for children ages 6-
11. The cost is $20.  Limit is 25 children “first-come, first served.” Sign up here. 

 

 

https://lssnca.org/donate.html
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f48aead2ca5fec43-summer
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c4aafa722a64-vacation2


 

 

HAM REPORTS 
for April & May 

 

April Ham Report 

On April 7, Gordon Jones delivered 8 boxes of ham weighing 280 pounds to Martha's Table from the Falls 
Church and Fairfax Honey Baked Ham stores.  

On April 21, Steve Greanias delivered 7 boxes of ham weighing 396 pounds to the Rising Hope Church from the 
Falls Church and Fairfax stores. 

On April 28, Roberta Pittman delivered 4 boxes of ham weighing 135 pounds to ThriveDC from the Fairfax 
store.  

On April 28, Ralph Dutrow delivered 2 boxes of ham weighing 70 pounds to  

So Others Might Eat from the Reston store. 

So for the month of April, we delivered 881 pounds of ham. A great month. 

Our ham deliveries so far this year: Martha's Table, 990 pounds of ham;  

ThriveDC, 670 pounds of ham; So Others Might Eat, 455 pounds of ham; Rising Hope Church, 396 pounds of 
ham and Food for Others, 105 pounds of ham.  

That brings our total for 2022 to 2,616 pounds of ham.  

April was a good month for us ham honchos. Thanks to everyone who made it possible. 
 

May Ham Report 

On May 5, Rick Stewart delivered 7 boxes of ham weighing 245 pounds to Martha's Table from the Falls Church 
and Fairfax Honey Baked Ham stores.  

On May 12, Steve Greanias delivered 5 boxes of ham weighing 202 pounds to the Rising Hope Church from the 
Falls Church and Fairfax stores. 

On May19, Roberta Pittman delivered 4 boxes of ham weighing 140 pounds to ThriveDC from the Falls Church 
and Fairfax stores.  

So for the month of May, we delivered 587 pounds of ham. A really good month. 

Year to date we have delivered 3,203 pounds of ham. The total is broken down as follows: Martha's Table, 1,235 
pounds of ham; ThriveDC, 810 pounds of ham; Rising Hope Church, 598 pounds of ham; So Others Might Eat, 
455 pounds of ham and Food for Others, 105 pounds of ham. All weights are approximate. 

May was a very good month for us and I think June will be even better. Thanks to everyone for their continued 
efforts to fight hunger. 
 

Volunteers Needed for Ham Runs  
We are looking for additional volunteers to make ham runs. It involves one day a month picking up hams at Hon-
ey Baked Ham stores in Falls Church and Fairfax and delivering them to various non-profits. Please contact Rick 
Stewart for additional information at ricstew2002@yahoo.com.  

 

 

 
 
 

mailto:ricstew2002@yahoo.com


 

 

PATHWAYS OUT OF POVERTY IN  
NORTHERN VIRGINIA  

 

VIRTUAL PANEL DISCUSSION #4: 
 

EASING REENTRY FOR THE CONVICTED  
 

Sunday, June 12, 2022 – 3:30-5:00 pm via ZOOM 
 
 

Registration: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYod-Coqz4sHN2dIHGU08f2fqhLBNohU7OZ  
 

Lewinsville’s Faith and Public Policy Committee is partnering with Redeemer Lutheran Church of McLean and 
the Tysons InterFaith coalition to sponsor a series of virtual panel discussions on “Pathways Out of Poverty in 
Northern Virginia.”  The goal of panel discussions is to explore policies, programs, and individual actions that 
can help low-income and vulnerable NOVA residents improve their livelihoods.  
 

This fourth event of the series examines ways of easing reentry for justice-involved individuals and their fami-
lies. The event will draw on the experiences and knowledge of panelists from state government and NGOs 
including the Virginia State Crime Commission, the Virginia Coalition Against Human Trafficking and Opportu-
nities, Alternatives and Resources.  
 

More information about the Pathways …  events can be found at www.lewinsville.org and 
www.tysonsinterfaith.org  websites.  
 

Pathways panel discussion series topics include:  

ACCESSING AFFORDABLE HOUSING – October 2021  

IMPROVING FINANCIAL EMPOWERMENT – January 19, 2022  

IMPROVING JOB PREPAREDNESS – March 20, 2022  

EASING REENTRY – June 12, 2022  
 

Note: Videos of previous events can be found at:  

* (Affordable Housing) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X-gMvIXqu-I    
* (Financial Empowerment) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LOYKKDG2rbU&t=15s          

* (Job Preparedness) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zjl6xyMYmvQ  

 
_____________________________ 

 
Background film viewing: You will find it helpful to understand the June 12 topic by viewing the following 
Brave New Film release “Racially Charged – America’s Misdemeanor Problem” and listen to the survivors dis-
cuss their experiences in the follow up.  The link to this film is here:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=fOrFM5RwKxA&t=672s   

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYod-Coqz4sHN2dIHGU08f2fqhLBNohU7OZ
http://www.lewinsville.org
http://www.tysonsinterfaith.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X-gMvIXqu-I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LOYKKDG2rbU&t=15s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zjl6xyMYmvQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fOrFM5RwKxA&t=672s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fOrFM5RwKxA&t=672s


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE – JUNE 5, 12, 19 
Services at 8:30 am, 9:45 am, 11:00 am 

 
SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE – JUNE 26 

9:00 am – Traditional  
10:30 am – Contemporary  

 

    Week of June 1 
    Wednesday, June 1   Wednesday AM Bible Study – 8 am    

      

 
 
Sunday, June 5 
 

Special Worship – 11 am  
Our choir and small orchestra will incorporate into our worship experience a  
special musical offering of Vivaldi’s “Gloria.”  Please invite friends and  
family to hear this beautiful piece of music. 
 
Summer Bash – 12 pm to 2 pm 
Food and Games!  Ministry teams and community organizations! 
Invite friends and family to an afternoon of fun and fellowship. 
 
Week of June 5 continued 
Wednesday, June 8 Wednesday AM Bible Study – 8 am    
Friday, June 10 Metro Washington D.C. Synod Assembly 
Saturday, June 11 Metro Washington D.C. Synod Assembly  
 
 
 
 

    Week of June 12  
    Sunday, June 12 Lunch and Conversation for High School Youth – 1 pm  
    Monday, June 13 Congregation Council Meeting – 7:30 pm  
    Wednesday, June 15 Wednesday PM Bible Study (Book of Deuteronomy) – 7 pm  
 

    Week of June 19 
    Sunday, June 19 Service to commemorate Juneteenth Day  
    Wednesday, June 22 Wednesday PM Bible Study – 7 pm  
 

    Week of June 26 
    Sunday, June 26 Worship at 9 am (Traditional) and 10:30 am (Contemporary) 
    Wednesday, June 29 Wednesday PM Bible Study – 7 pm  



 

Afghan Dental Day, An Interfaith Event 
by Susan Posey 

On Sunday, May 22nd, recently arrived Afghan neighbors received free dental health care at Grove Dental 

Clinic, the office of Dr. Maqsood Chaudhry in Falls Church.  Dentists and other dental professionals volun-

teered their time to treat almost sixty patients.  FamilUSA, a non-profit working with local Afghan families, 

coordinated the logistics and paperwork with the families. Local elected officials came out to support the 

event, which was covered by WTOP and NBC4. 

This was truly an interfaith event, with participation from the McLean Islamic Center, Dar Al Hijrah, Temple 

Rodef Shalom, Congregation Olam Tikvah, the Knights of Columbus, the Rotary, Tysons Interfaith, ICD 

(Interfaith Communities for Dialogue), and JAMAAT (Jews and Muslims and Allies Acting Together). Raj Khal-

sa Gurdwara provided 200 bagged Sikh burrito meals for patients and volunteers.  

Tysons Interfaith, of which Redeemer is a member, assembled hand-sewn mesh gift bags for patients which 

included welcome cards in Pashto that were decorated with drawings by young people from Redeemer, the 

McLean Islamic Center, and the McLean Stake of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. The Knights 

of Columbus raised fund to support transportation for Afghan families for the event and both the Knights of 

Columbus and Tysons Interfaith provided toys for the children. 

Local faith communities continue to work with our Afghan neighbors in overcoming the challenges associat-

ed with integrating into their new lives here. I am grateful for all that Redeemer and LIRS does to support 

refugee families. I am also honored to be able to work with Pastor Josh in representing Redeemer with Ty-

sons Interfaith.  And on this recent warm, stormy Sunday in May, I was blessed to be able to join with people 

of different faith traditions in supporting this event. 

https://familusa.org/
https://wtop.com/virginia/2022/05/virginia-dentist-interfaith-groups-host-free-dental-day-for-our-afghan-friends/
https://www.nbcwashington.com/news/local/northern-virginia/interfaith-group-hosts-dental-day-for-our-afghan-friends-in-falls-church/3058546/


 

 

 

 

 

 

For those celebrating Birthdays 
Watch over your children, O Lord, as their days increase; bless and guide them wherever they may be. Strengthen 
them when they stand; comfort them when discouraged or sorrowful; raise them up when they fall; and in their 
hearts may your peace, which passes understanding, abide all the days of  their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
Amen. BCP 

Jun 1   Carole Dotterweich, John Heinke, Natalie Lee, Pete Poulos, Sean Wareham  

Jun 2   Andrew Beck, Peter Guma, Caroline Pfister  

Jun 3   Kellee Barron-Lanza  

Jun 4   Gwendolyn Brown, Anna Detweiler, Paul Hammelton, Tyler Leadbetter,  

  Kyra Macomber, Gina Thorson  

Jun 5   Devin Karnik  

Jun 6   Evan Goodwin, Garth Huston, David McGuire, Cristian Nied, Cora Reynolds  

Jun 7   Michael Anderson, Haley Dorgan, Tricia Engle, Julia Englund, Alexandra Heath, Austin Humes,  

  Erin Moran, Doug Ubben  

Jun 8   Hannah Huston  

Jun 9   Andrzej Manitius, Abigail Williams  

Jun 11   Gene Durman, Pastor Sandy Kessinger, Phyllis Lind, Daniel Speckhard  

Jun 12   Frederick Budde, Christina Leas, Sylvia Villafuerte  

Jun 13   Sheridan Kanski, Will Kennedy, Samuel Schwartz, Adrian Wiklund  

Jun 14   Eric Balleisen, Sierra Balleisen, Zach Balleisen, Ethan Jones, Terri Markwart, Halle Melby,  

  Grace Mykityshyn, Marie Rice  

Jun 15   Tutu Toviho, Lindsay Wilson  

Jun 16   Tami Dibble, Paula Giffey, Gretchen Stark  

Jun 17   James Anderson, Julianna Rodriguez, Paxton Rodriguez  

Jun 18   Jack Glowacki, John Zele  

Jun 19   Alejandra Villafuerte  

Jun 20   Bill Buseman, Guy Jeffress, Mary Karangelen, Peter Schultz  

Jun 21   Julia Paukovits, Grace Pelak  

Jun 22   Caroline Armstrong, Matthew Engel, Jaxsen Rodriguez  

Jun 23   Mary True  

Jun 24   Victoria Johnson  

Jun 25   Cameron Brennan, Jackie Budde  

Jun 26   Mikkel Behrens, Nic Budde, Matthew Mowrey, Anneliese Odegard, Heather Trichtinger  

Jun 27   Anna Duval, Milo Engel, Maddy Geduldig, Jane Goldfrank, Braydon Persino, Delaney Persino  

Jun 28   EJ Kwak, Siri Opsal, Barbel Thomas, Logan Vergonis  

Jun 29   Sara Grace Kennedy, Ingrid Kunec, William Van Wazer  

Jun 30   Emily Adams, Tommy Adams, Lindsay Conway, David Cooley, Darlene McCoy  



 

  

The May 15th Decades Birthday Party was a FUN time!  

Thank you to all who participated. 



 

 

A New Mobile App is Here! 
Vanco, our eGiving provider, has launched an 
updated mobile app called Vanco Mobile to 
replace GivePlus Mobile. Vanco Mobile is 
FREE from the App Store or Google Play. Once 
downloaded, search for “Lutheran Church of 
the Redeemer” and make sure you select the 
one in McLean (as there are several). From 
there, you can make a one-time donation or 
set up recurring giving. 

If you are a current GivePlus Mobile user and 
already have a recurring donation set up, it 
will continue to process as scheduled.  
If you have questions, please contact our Fi-
nancial Coordinator, Sara Nail, at 703-356-
3346 x103 or by email at 
sara@redeemermclean.org. 
 

Infante yinfante@redeemermclean.org 

ext. 105 
cell: 571-766-6565 


