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PSALM 90:10a 

 
Max Miller, one of our members, is currently attending graduate school at Duke University and is discerning a 
call to Word and Sacrament ministry. As his mentor we attend monthly meetings via Zoom that help our 
young people better define their sense of call.  At our last meeting we read Psalm 90 for our opening devo-
tions.  Once it was read aloud we were asked to reflect on the text. What did we hear? Where did we connect 
with the reading? 
 
I spoke up immediately and opened the discussion to the first part of verse 10:  
The days of our life are seventy years or perhaps eighty if we are strong. 

 

A 
s I near my seventieth birthday I shared with the group my hope to live to the tender age of eighty or 
beyond (smile). Reaching any decade in our lifetime offers us a time to pause and reflect on what 
we have done in the past and what we hope to still accomplish in the future. In my personal life 
there were plenty of experiences that helped to shape who I am today. 

 
Early Days: I lived in Chicago in the ‘60s and moved to Pittsburgh in the ‘70s and then settled in McLean 
some forty years later. My very first job in Chicago was working in a steel factory. I operated a machine that 
put tops and bottoms on metal cans. In college I was a waitress at a Mexican restaurant. Once my professional 
career started I was first a teacher in the inner-city schools of Pittsburgh and then taught at the college level. 
As an ordained minister of Word and Sacrament I served in a local parish and at the synod level my experienc-
es took me far into the mission field. In all my work experiences I have been surrounded by a diversity of peo-
ple with different racial, ethnic, socio-economic, and cultural backgrounds. I learned the wisdom that can be 
found among factory workers as well as those highly educated.  My love for people is grounded in discovering 
how God created very unique individuals all of whom have something to share.   
 
Family: Over the years I learned the importance of family. As my own parents aged in place it was a challenge 
to know how best to care for them when I lived hours away. My brother and I developed a system that worked 
well. My care for them gave me some valuable lessons on how to minister to people of all ages. It defined for 
me the importance of being an active listener to the needs of others.   
 
As my own family has now grown in years we have also grown in our relationship. I treasure every moment 
that I have with them. We understand fully that each day is a gift. So for my celebration this year I asked for 



 

only one thing from my children to which they all agreed. This summer all thirteen of us will take a week-long 
vacation to Wyoming. I am calling it a cruise without the ship.   
 
Church: Church has always been an important part of my life. My education in a Missouri Synod elementary 
school grounded me in Scripture. Being in leadership roles as a lay person and then as a pastor have given me 
an overabundance of joy and blessings. It is my hope and desire to continue to serve Redeemer in the coming 
years.   
 
One of the many reasons we wanted to call an Associate Pastor was to offer me longevity if it was good and 
right for Redeemer. Pastor Josh has been a wonderful gift to the congregation and to me. It is a very good 
match of gifts and personality. He has much to offer and complements what I believe I can still bring to the 
church. In the coming years we will continue to lead with our respective strengths so that we can move our 
mission forward in good and healthy ways.   
 
Often I wake up in the mornings with new ideas on how to approach things at church. Now I have a partner to 
bounce those ideas off of and vice versa. In any given week we both enjoy the interaction with the different 
groups and mission teams. We share the Bible Studies, preaching, and visiting people in their homes which has 
given me some flexibility to do things outside the church. I love to be engaged in the community and I am 
grateful for the new opportunities that have developed this past year. 
 
Life has taught me that it is good to plan ahead but with the understanding that something could happen at any 
moment that could alter those plans. Internally I go through my own check list to ensure that what I am doing 
and what I am saying is faithful to my call to Redeemer. I monitor my mental and physical health and at this 
time my overall health is good. I continue to run 2,000 miles a year and have accumulated about 15,000 miles 
since I started keeping track. I do my best to eat healthy to balance my love for sweets!   
 
As one close friend told me recently, seventy is just a number. How old do I feel? I enter my seventieth year of 
life feeling more like sixty. Since I was called to Redeemer when I was 59 then my prayer is that we have a 
few more years together. In the meanwhile, let us continue to work together for the sake of the kingdom of 
God. We have much to do and we will do it side-by-side with our sleeves rolled up and ready to face whatever 
is put before us. Redeemer is an awesome congregation filled with incredible people and I am honored and 
humbled to serve here. 
 
Birthday Decades Party:  I am not the only one at Redeemer marking off another decade.  A birthday cele-
bration is being planned for Sunday, May 15, following the 11 am service. Everyone is invited no matter your 
age. Come and celebrate the day that God created each and every one of us. We will sing Happy Birthday to 
those of us who are hitting a landmark – 10, 20, 30, 40, 50, 60, 70, 80, and 90 (I am not aware of anyone turn-
ing 100 years old at Redeemer). It will be a wonderful opportunity for us to connect with one another!     
 
Psalm 90:12 and 17  
Teach us to count our days that we may gain a wise heart. Let the favor of the Lord our God be upon us and 
prosper for us the work of our hands – O prosper the work of our hands! 
 
In Christ – Pastor Sandy Kessinger  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greetings, Friends in Christ,   

 

W 
ith the weather warming, trees and flowers blooming, and green all around, it is clear that we 

are well on our way to the summer months. With this change of season, we know that school 

will be letting out soon, and many families will be traveling over the next several months. So, 

wanting to bring the congregation together one last time before we all go our separate ways, we 

will be throwing a Summer Bash on Sunday, June 5th from 12:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. here on the Redeemer  

campus. There will be food, fun, and fellowship for the whole family! Plus, we will welcome our neighbors 

from around McLean to join in the festivities as well. It will indeed be a celebration for all God’s people!  

 

On this exciting day, our very own Social Concerns Committee will have a booth as well as Redeemer  

Renaissance. Plus, our community partners like Tyson’s Interfaith, SHARE, and Homestretch will have tables 

set up to share their ministry endeavors and successes with all those gathered. Even the Fairfax County Police 

and Fire Department have told us they will be present, showing off their squad car and fire truck.   

But wait… that’s not all! We will have the grills going serving hot dogs and veggies dogs, and there will be 

chips, ice cream treats, water, and lemonade. There will be hot and fresh popcorn at the welcome table, a 

bounce house and a face painting booth for the kids.  Plus, cornhole and other yard games will be available for 

the adults to enjoy as well. Everything at the event is FREE – so bring your family, a neighbor, or two, and 

come on out for a fun afternoon.  

 

Now, this type of event will take a few volunteers to help make it a success. So, if you are interested in being a 

grill master for an hour, working the welcome table, or maybe serving food, please sign up via the Signup  

Genius link found in the weekly announcements. We also need help from everyone spreading the word. We 

will have two flyers placed in the weekly bulletins closer to the event – one for you and one for you to share 

with a friend. Together we can make this day fun and successful! Please let me know if you have any questions 

about this event as it approaches. 

 

Christ’s peace be with you all in this month ahead, 

 

Pastor Josh  
 

A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR JOSH 



 

                     Minutes of April 11, 2022 

                          Meeting of Redeemer Congregation Council 

                   Via Zoom   

 

 

 

Present:  Arash Behravesh, Karen Detweiler, Liz Holzapfel, Stephanie Hunter, Ellen Kennedy, Pr. Sandy Kes-

singer, Peter Kratz, Lena Martikainen, Karen Miller, President Nate Paukovits, Secretary Roberta Pittman, 

Treasurer Edward Regan, Pr. Wullenweber 

Excused: Mitch Brown 

Called to Order: President Paukovits declared a quorum and called the meeting to order at 7:33. 

Devotions: Pastor Kessinger opened with devotions based on Luke 19:28-40. 

She closed devotions with prayer. 

Adoption of Agenda  

Without objection, the agenda was adopted as sent in advance of the meeting. 

Pastors’ Reports:   
 

Pastor Kessinger:   

Pastor Kessinger highlighted the following items from her written monthly report: 

- Baptisms and New Members 

- The wedding of Forrest Stieg and Ashley Mennes in Savannah, Georgia 

- The success of the Lenten dinners and services 

 Pastor Wullenweber:   
Pastor Wullenweber highlighted the following items from his written monthly report: 

- The Child Protection Policy Committee (Laura Duval, Ellen Kennedy, Karen Miller, Steve Englund, 

   Pastor Kessinger and Pastor Wullenweber) completed the revision of the Child Protection Policy 

   and the document is ready for Council Approval. 

- The Youth Group Bags of Joy activity was a success. 

- Planning Summer Bash with the Membership Outreach and Congregational Life Ministries. 

- Preparing for the Confirmation Retreat 

   Visited Mar-Lu-Ridge 

7 confirmands are registered for the retreat 

4 overnight chaperones have been secured 

 

Approval of Minutes:  

Minutes from the March meeting were previously approved by email.   

Treasurer’s Report:  

Ed Regan presented the Treasurer’s Report. Giving and use fees continue to exceed the expenses of Lutheran 

Church of the Redeemer. Indebtedness has been reduced to $159,351.  

The significant reliance on use fees was noted by Pr. Kessinger. 



 

Executive Committee: The Executive Committee met on March 29, 2022 to define the following discussion 

and action items to be brought before the full council. 

Discussion: 

Child Protection Policy:   
The Child Protection Policy, adopted 7 years ago was reviewed and revised.  

    - Items from the Virginia Code were hyperlinked rather that reproduced 
    - Language was streamlined and edited for clarification 
    - Forms were updated 

Following input from President Paukovits, Karen Miller moved to approve the                                   
Child Protection Policy as amended.  Liz Holzapfel seconded the motion which                              
passed unanimously.  

Redeemer Renaissance Salary Increase:  
The Executive Director of Redeemer Renaissance proposed a 10% increase in wages for the pre-
school and after-school staff members based on the following:  
 - No raise was given last year. 
 - Current inflation rates are high. 
 - Salaries for the Fairfax County School-Age Child Care staff have been increased. 
 - Government grant monies were received to help with teacher salaries. 
Roberta Pittman moved to approve the increase.  Lena Martikainen seconded the motion and it 
passed unanimously. 

It was noted that the salaries of the remainder of church staff will be reevaluated in the fall. 

Ministry Reports:  

McLean Day:  
Roberta Pittman is coordinating the McLean Day booth for Lutheran Church of the Redeemer.  Tricia 
Engle will be assisting. 

 
Stewardship Ministry:  

Pastor Kessinger reported that the Stewardship Ministry is exploring ways to encourage increased in-
volvement among members of the congregation as well as giving. 

 
HR Committee: 

The HR Committee will meet with Linda McConnaughay and Myriah Pirhala for feedback regarding 
the new administrative structure for the preschool and after-school programs. 
 

Social Concerns Ministry:  
 Stephanie Hunter reported that the Social Concerns Ministry will meet on May 2 to discuss               

distributions. 
 

 Pastor Kessinger reported that continued support of Afghan refugees is still necessary. Karen Miller 
reported that support for Afghan refugees has shifted from housing to adjustment and assimilation. 
 

Pastor Kessinger shared that Lutheran World Relief President, Daniel V. Speckhard, was in worship on 
April 10.  He expressed gratitude for the support for Ukraine from Lutheran Church of the Redeemer. 



 

Membership Outreach Ministry: 
Pastor Wullenweber reported that the Membership Outreach Ministry has completed study of the 
Hybrid Church. They have evaluated the website and the streaming of worship services and are    
currently exploring search engine optimization. 

 
Worship and Music Ministry: 

Pastor Kessinger reviewed the schedule for Holy Week. 
 

Additional New Business:  
Liz Holtzapfel inquired about any possible changes to masking policies and safety procedures considering 
the latest covid surge. Pastor Kessinger reported that the situation is being monitored and the church will 
continue to follow CDC guidelines. 
 
Close with Prayer: Pastor Kessinger closed with prayer. 
 
Adjournment: President Paukovits adjourned the meeting 8:56 pm. 

Next meeting of Council:  May 9, 2022  

Next meeting of Executive Committee:  April 29, 2022 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Services at 8:30 am, 9:45 am, 11:00 am 

 
 Week of May 1 

 Sunday, May 1    Confirmation Class Retreat (Mar-Lu-Ridge) 

 Monday, May 2    Social Concerns Ministry Team—7:30 pm (Zoom) 

 Wednesday, May 4   Wednesday AM Bible Study – 8 am    

         Wednesday PM Bible Study – 7 pm  
 

 Week of May 8  

 Sunday, May 8    Happy Mother’s Day!  

 Monday, May 9    Congregation Council – 7:30 pm (In-Person) 

 Tuesday, May 10   Information Session for Visitors / New Members – 7 pm (Zoom) 

 Wednesday, May 11   Wednesday AM Bible Study – 8 am    

         Wednesday PM Bible Study – 7 pm  

 Thursday, May 12   Lutheran Social Services Meeting on Ukraine – 7 pm (Zoom)  

 
 Week of May 15 

 Sunday, May 15  Decades Birthday Party – 12:15 pm  

 Wednesday, May 18 Wednesday AM Bible Study – 8 am    

        Wednesday PM Bible Study – 7 pm  

 Saturday, May 21  Janet Wolfe Memorial Service  – 2 pm  

        McLean Day at Lewinsville Park  

 
 

 Week of May 22 
 Sunday, May 22   Youth Event (Ropes Course) – 12:15 pm  

 Wednesday, May 25  Wednesday AM Bible Study – 8 am    

         Wednesday PM Bible Study – 7 pm  

 Friday, May 27    Preschool Graduation – 11 am  

         Funeral for Barbara Utyro – 1 pm 
 

 Week of May 29 
 Monday, May 30   Memorial Day   

 Wednesday, June 1   Wednesday AM Bible Study – 8 am    

         No Wednesday PM Bible Study—Resumes June 15 



 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f48aead2ca5fec43-birthday


 

 

HELPING PEOPLE IN UKRAINE & UKRAINIAN REFUGEES 
        

One local group has an Amazon wish list: 

• Razom for Ukraine (https://razomforukraine.org) 

 https://www.amazon.com/registries/custom/213CYYQ6JDJT4/guest-view 

 

 
Two local churches are collecting financial contributions: 

• Ukrainian Catholic National Shrine of the Holy Family  

 https://ucns-holyfamily.org/orgs/help/index.php  

• St. Andrew Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral  

 https://www.standrewuoc.org) 

  

Other groups for financial contributions: 

• American Red Cross (https://www.redcross.org) 

• Amnesty International (https://www.amnestyusa.org) 

• CARE (https://www.care.org) 

• Doctors Without Borders (https://www.doctorswithoutborders.org) 

• ELCA Lutheran Disaster Response (https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Relief-and-Development/
Lutheran-Disaster-Response/Our-Impact/Eastern-Europe-Crisis-Response) 

• International Rescue Committee (https://help.rescue.org) 

• Lutheran Immigration Refugee Service (https://www.lirs.org/ukraine-crisis)* 

• Lutheran World Federation (https://www.lutheranworld.org/news/ukraine-lwf-calls-donations-
support-people-and-churches) 

• Lutheran World Relief (https://lwr.org/ukraine-crisis) 

• UNICEF (https://www.unicefusa.org) 

* Includes a sign-up volunteer list when Ukrainian refugees reach our area 

https://www.amazon.com/registries/custom/213CYYQ6JDJT4/guest-view
https://ucns-holyfamily.org/orgs/help/index.php
https://www.standrewuoc.org/
https://www.redcross.org
https://www.amnestyusa.org
https://www.care.org
https://www.doctorswithoutborders.org
https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Relief-and-Development/Lutheran-Disaster-Response/Our-Impact/Eastern-Europe-Crisis-Response
https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Relief-and-Development/Lutheran-Disaster-Response/Our-Impact/Eastern-Europe-Crisis-Response
https://help.rescue.org
https://www.lirs.org/ukraine-crisis
https://www.lutheranworld.org/news/ukraine-lwf-calls-donations-support-people-and-churches
https://www.lutheranworld.org/news/ukraine-lwf-calls-donations-support-people-and-churches
https://lwr.org/ukraine-crisis
https://www.unicefusa.org


 

 

A STITCH AND A PRAYER AT REDEEMER 
 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry is a group of artisans who crochet and knit prayer shawls, baptismal blankets, 
and lap robes to provide prayers of comfort to those in need or for celebration.  

The group has hybrid zoom/in person meetings on the first and third Thursdays of each month from 10:30 
am to noon. All skill levels are invited to join and seasoned knitters/crocheters are happy to help           
beginners. In addition to working on projects, the members share stories and form lasting bonds with each 
other through prayer and conversation. All are invited to stop by to join in the companionship of the 
group. 

There is plenty of yarn available for projects and anyone interested is welcome to take from the supply of 
yarn.  Please contact the church office to arrange a time to go to the library closet to find the available 
yarn.   

Sunday, May 15, the shawls will be placed on the altar railing and the pastors will lead a blessing for 
them. 

Annual winter scarf drive: The prayer shawl group is continuing its an annual drive to collect winter 
scarves. We encourage all needle artisans to knit or crochet scarves for this; we will also accept purchased 
or gently used scarves. 

We will distribute the scarves where the need is greatest: to Ukrainian refugees, other refugees, or to the 
N Street Ministries that serve homeless women in the Washington, DC area. We will make decisions later 
in the season when more information is available regarding where the scarves are needed. 

Please keep your scarf collections at home until October when the drive ends; there will be collection 
sites set up at Redeemer then.  

            

                  Your child will love exploring with us at camp! 

                   Redeemer Renaissance Summer Camp  

 2022 
Camp is open to all children aged 3 through grade 6 

Your child will be immersed in discoveries and grow friendships as they 

explore fantastic summertime activities! 

To register: 

Visit rlpmclean.org (Preschool ages 3-5) or 

Afterschool.redeemermclean.org (School Aged Rising K—Grade 6) 

https://www.rlpmclean.org/
http://afterschool.redeemermclean.org/afterschool/


 

The Homestretch Delivery  
was made in two trips in late April. 

Thank you to all who contributed to this  

collection drive for those in need.  

 

A New Mobile App is Here! 

Vanco, our eGiving provider, has launched an updated mobile app called 
Vanco Mobile to replace GivePlus Mobile. Vanco Mobile is FREE from 
the App Store or Google Play. Once downloaded, search for “Lutheran 
Church of the Redeemer” and make sure you select the one in McLean 
(as there are several). From there, you can make a one-time donation or 
set up recurring giving. 

If you are a current GivePlus Mobile user and already have a recurring 
donation set up, it will continue to process as scheduled.  
If you have questions, please contact our Financial Coordinator, Sara 
Nail, at 703-356-3346 x103 or by email at sara@redeemermclean.org. 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 1    John Gonda, Les Pilkinton, Elsbeth Aga, Michelle Klanderman, Kathryn Lea,  

    Julia Melby, Soren Odegard  
 

May 4    Elisabeth Hutchinson, Janet Rehnquist  

May 5    Paul Leaptrot, Izzy Schellenger, Orville Schumacher  

May 6    James Kelley, Porter Kight, Richard McCall, Ava Nastelli,  Leila Williams 

May 7    Braxton Butler, Dempsey Butler, Samantha Dobkins, Cathrine Hutchinson  

May 8    Jack Cackler, Nancy Gutzler, Chee Lee Leong  

May 9    Linda Dempsey  

May 11   Jeffrey Barnett, Joseph Linthicum  

May 12   Judy Corbett, Caitlynn Gibson, Jared Hahne, Jacob Romhilt  

May 13   Rachel Cackler, Kailen Jordan, Susan Posey  

May 14   James DeGrafft,  Julia Gutzler, Camryn Leadbetter  

May 15   Jane Chambers, Savannah Hendricks, Avery Richardson, Brayden Stoll  

May 16   Easton McCollough, Rachel McCollough, Andrew Tyeryar  

May 17   Nolan Bader, Christina Kuhn, Alex Kwak, Marcus Leary  

May 18   Geoff Lea, Sara Mueller, Matthew Muhlenberg  

May 19   Kristin Sargent, Caroline Swarm, Elizabeth Swarm, Simran Van Scoyoc, Kim Wenk  

May 20   Carlyle Bruemmer, William Goodman  

May 21   Colton Budnyk, Clara Detweiler, Jane Jarvis,  Meg Kuhagen,  Greta Lawler,  

    Matthew Reichenbach, Randy Wilson  
 

May 22   Steve Englund, Sophia Jeffress, Edward Regan  

May 23   Anuhya Dondapati, Lisa Rode, Richard Stark  

May 24   Charlotte Leonard, Paul Melby  

May 25   Ginger Hunter,  Tracy Moreno, Heather Scott, Alex Skotzko  

May 26   Nikolai Dettman  

May 27   Peter Epstein, Lorinda Opsahl-Ong  

May 28   Brian Kuhagen, Jim Kuhagen, Ronnie Lancaster, Stephanie Manitius  

May 29   Caleb Brown, Joe Cackler, Anna Sargent, Catherine Skochko  

For those celebrating Birthdays 
Watch over your children, O Lord, as their days increase; bless and guide them wherever they may be. Strengthen 
them when they stand; comfort them when discouraged or sorrowful; raise them up when they fall; and in their 
hearts may your peace, which passes understanding, abide all the days of  their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
Amen. BCP 



 

Infante yinfante@redeemermclean.org 

 

McLean Day 
May 21, 2022 

11am—5pm 
 

Lewinsville Park 
1659 Chain Bridge Rd. 

Free Admission 
 

Bring the family and enjoy the fun at McLean’s 
biggest annual festival. This event draws       
approximately 10,000+ patrons throughout the 
day. Enjoy games, balloon animals, a petting 
zoo, amusements,  sponsors, exhibitors,  

gourmet food trucks, large and small carnival 
rides and much more! Ride tickets are sold   

onsite or purchased in advance online. 

Produced by the 

McLean Community Center 

McLean Day 2022 Festival 

Celebrating Our Hometown 

Since 1915! 

 

Redeemer Lutheran Church 

will have a booth! 

For transportation information, 

Click here 

FAIRFAX CONNECTOR BUS SERVICE 

WILL BE PROVIDED  

(no parking available @ RLC) 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/06/06a33a8d-02b3-49b1-9572-a36040199892/documents/Transportation_to_McLean_Day_2022.pdf

