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.         We (who are many) 

are one body in Christ. 
Romans 12:5 

 

W 
e are halfway through 2021 and so much has changed since January.  For almost one full year 
everything was reduced to a snail’s pace. Now all of a sudden we are full steam ahead.  At least 
that it what it feels like from my perspective (smile).  But as I have been reiterating throughout 
the pandemic, the good news is that this whole time we have been the church. We worshipped.  

Our Faith Formation classes and adult studies met weekly.  Confirmation classes were held monthly and our 
youth found creative ways to help others with service projects. We responded to the needs of the community.  
We kept the church office open and communicated with our members and friends with frequent updates.   
 

During this time we also had some transitions. Carol D’Amico retired so she could have more time with her 
family and new grandchild.  Andrea Meier came to us from Colorado to be our new Office Manager. If you 
have not met her or talked to her on the phone, she is delightful. She fits in well with our staff and already has 
made some wonderful changes to our website and other forms of communication to make it more attractive 
and user-friendly. Andrea is well versed in the church and her networking skills are helping us tremendously.   
 

We have another transition that will take place in June. Tammie Koenig,  
our Preschool Director, is retiring  after serving in this role for twenty-three 
years. Her energy and passion for children allowed the ministry to flourish 
under her leadership. As a way to thank her for her dedicated service we  
will gather on Sunday, June 13, outside the entrance to the church, for a  
time of fellowship.  From 10 am to 11 am you can greet her and congratulate 
her on a job well done. Our council and the Preschool Board will work     
together to find the best path forward for the Preschool Program. 
 

Also in June, Vicar Hephzibah will be leaving us after a year of internship. 
Because of COVID some of you may never have met her in person! Hope-
fully, you saw her in our worship videos. We will hold another time of fellowship on Sunday, June 27, at the 
same time and place (from 10 am to 11 am outside the entrance to the church) to give everyone a chance to 
wish her well. She will be moving back to New York as she prayerfully waits for the next steps in the call pro-
cess. 
 

We will not be getting another intern this coming year because the Call Committee is back in session. We have 
our Mission Site Profile completed and submitted to the synod. We have met with Pastor Erin Swenson-
Reinhold, Assistant to the Bishop, who is overseeing our call process. We are preparing ourselves for          
interviews that will take place this summer.  We trust that the Holy Spirit is hard at work on our behalf! 

“But as I have been     

reiterating throughout 

the  pandemic, the good 

news is that this whole 

time we have been the 

church.” 



 

In Other News . . .  
 

During these summer months our leadership will hold meetings to get us back together in safe ways. Worship 
is our first priority. Since we continue to wear our masks in the church building we are now singing in church.  
We will continue to monitor the number of coronavirus cases in our area alongside the percentage of people 
fully vaccinated and will make changes accordingly. Also note that as of Sunday, August 1, the 9 am service 
will be Contemporary and the 11 am service will be Traditional.   
 

Our plans for Faith Formation classes for this fall is another area that we want to concentrate on this summer.  
We anticipate that classes will be in-person.  However where the classes will be held and who will teach them 
will need to be worked out. We want to maintain a worship component and will also determine the best time 
and place for that to happen. Our adult studies continue to grow and we will make space for them as well. 
 

I continue to attend seminars on what is being termed the Hybrid Church. Right now I am in the middle of a 
six-hour course being offered through Luther Seminary. Here are some of the lessons we have learned so far: 
  
 Gathering together for worship remains a key piece of our Christian identity. 
 

 The church is more than just a building. It is the people and yet we value 
our sacred space and its importance in our lives. 

 

 People participating remotely count just as much as those worshiping in 
person. 

 

 Discipleship is no longer rooted to a particular time and place. 
 

 Intergenerational faith practices for children and adults are critical        
components of faith. 

 

 We need to let go of traditional metrics to measure church vitality. 
 

 Online worship is less about production and more about creating authentic 
connections. 

 

We have been in transition before and the Holy Spirit has moved us in ways we never thought possible.  As 
we keep an open mind and open heart we ask for your prayers and your participation as we keep moving     
forward in faith and love.    
 
In Christ – Pastor Sandy Kessinger  
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IN-PERSON SUNDAY WORSHIP 
WE ARE NOW SINGING! 

Traditional Service – 9 am  
Contemporary Service – 11 am  

 
Week of June 1 
Wednesday, June 2    Wednesday AM Bible Study – 8 am  
      Wednesday PM Bible Study – 7 pm   
Thurday, June 3    Call Committee Meeting – 7 pm  
        
Week of June 6 
Tuesday, June 8    Stewardship Meeting – 7 pm   
Wednesday, June 9      Wednesday AM Bible Study – 8 am  
      Wednesday PM Bible Study – 7 pm   
Saturday, June 12    Celebration of Life for George Hall – 11 am  
 
Week of June 13 
Sunday, June 13    Special Reception for Tammie Koenig – 10 am   
Monday, June 14    Congregation Council Meeting – 7:30 pm  
Wednesday, June 16    Wednesday PM Bible Study – 7 pm  
 
Week of June 20 
Wednesday, June 23     Wednesday PM Bible Study – 7 pm   
        
Week of June 27 
Sunday, June 27    Special Reception for Vicar Hephzibah – 10 am  
Wednesday, June 30    Wednesday PM Bible Study – 7 pm  
 

 
     Sunday, July 11 
     12 pm to 2 pm  
 
     On Sunday, July 11, we will host a fun afternoon for all ages.  A vendor 
     truck will be in our parking lot selling special treats with a portion of the  
     proceeds going to SHARE (our local food bank).  
 
     It will be a time to see everyone, to greet Pastor Kessinger, and for those  
     who are interested to pick up VBS to-go materials.   
 
 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 
 
 



 

Dear Members of Redeemer Lutheran Church,  

Grace and Peace to you in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ!  

 

T 
he end of June will mark the end of my year-long internship with all of you at Redeemer. I give 

thanks to God, Pastor Sandy, and all of you for the opportunity to serve as your pastoral intern for 

this year. I never thought I would have the privilege to serve a congregation as yours just outside of 

DC. When my candidacy committee in NY expressed their desire that I should do my internship 

outside of NY, I only thought of doing my internship in New Jersey since I was familiar with the area. Howev-

er, God had other plans, and I would say that my interview with Pastor Sandy was an unexpected God moment.  

My time at Redeemer has been an amazing yet challenging journey. Amazing in the sense that all of you    

welcomed me with open arms into your community. I had the privilege of 

meeting you and working with you in the various ministries at Redeemer. 

Through these various interactions, I have learned about you and life at      

Redeemer before the pandemic. I thank you for your desire to include me in 

these conversations. It always fills my heart to see the church full and active; 

therefore, I enjoyed this opportunity to work at a large church such as yours.  

It’s been a challenging year as well. I never imagined how much COVID 

would change the way we worship and participate in the congregational life of Redeemer. I heard the         

wonderful things that Redeemer partakes in the larger community, such as Rise Against Hunger. Although I 

enjoyed the 5K Walk/Run Marathon, I wish I had the opportunity to witness how members of the McLean 

community came together to pack bags of grains to send to children in other parts of the world.  

Our various ministry teams, especially the healthy equity team and worship committee, have spent hours     

discussing a meaningful and safe worship experience for everyone. As I participated in these conversations, I 

saw how committed your community was in finding the best and safe practices for worship. It was indeed a 

blessing to witness such extraordinary teamwork between the mem-

bers of a community as yours. I also feel equipped with the tools to 

create a similar team dynamic in a congregation I am placed in. Dur-

ing these eleven months, I have learned so much, and I thank you for 

helping me grow in various ways - preaching, teaching, pastoral care, 

and more. Thank you for your support and kind feedback. It has 

helped me in trying new approaches such as preaching on stewardship 

& evangelism.  

I would also like to thank Pastor Sandy Kessinger for being such a 

supportive supervisor. PSK was very eager to take me under her wing 

and helped me to establish a work ethic of a pastor. I enjoyed the 

many conversations we had and am grateful for how she challenged 

me in my theology, biblical interpretations, administrative tasks, teaching methods, and pastoral care. I am in 

awe of how she has led this community for nine years and the loving relationship she has with you. She has 

inspired me to be a hard-working pastor and to be patient in developing trusting relationships with my future 

congregants. I wish her all the best as she continues to lead in this way.  

I would also like to thank my internship committee - Denise Augustenborg, Sheeba Dominic, Douglas      

Johnson, Matthew Kratz, Judith Kuhagen, and Ron Kutscher. We would meet once a month to discuss how I 

can grow in various ways to be a wonderful pastor in the future. We also discussed programs and events to 

grow our High School youth group. They have greatly assisted me in creating a guide for lay leaders in the 
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“My time at Redeemer 

has been an amazing 

yet challenging     
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Youth Ministry at Redeemer. We hope that this guide will be a helpful resource for lay leaders to approach 

the Youth Ministry through Worship, Fellowship, and Service (Projects). I am so grateful for their support 

and help. Each of them has checked in and has helped me in more ways than I can count. I thank Douglas 

Johnson for leading them despite a heavy work schedule and being a cub scout leader. May God bless them 

all for the work they continue to do in the church.  

Friends, there is so much to do in our church. As PSK mentioned in her sermon, I also invite you to       

participate in the various ministries at Redeemer. One of the ministries we 

would like to grow is our Youth Ministry, particularly for High School youth. 

This is a crucial time for youth who are building their faith and exploring the 

world. Therefore, it is vital that we, as the church create a safe environment for 

youth to play an active role in the church. During my time at Redeemer, I have 

tried my best to have an active youth group that would meet at least once a 

month. Our last event before the summer break was in May where we hiked at Riverbend Park. By God’s 

grace, we were able to be safe and have a great time. Knowing my time at Redeemer would be short, the 

Internship Committee suggested creating a guide for lay leaders to pick up where I left. The guide is    

completed and ready to use for those lay leaders interested in leading the Youth Ministry. If you feel called 

to lead in this way, please let PSK or I know by contacting the office or sending us an email.  

For my last tidings, I would like to end with a beautiful song my family sings during our evening prayer. 

This song encapsulates my faith during this amazing yet challenging journey. The song is called “God on 

the Mountain is still God in the valley,” written by Bill and Gloria Gaither. I hope you find meaning in the 

lyrics of this beautiful song.  

“Life is easy when you're up on the mountain 

And you've got peace of mind like you've never known 

But when things change, and you're down in the valley 

Don't lose faith, for you're never alone 

And the God on the mountain is still God in the valley 

When things go wrong, He'll make them right 

And the God of the good times is still God in the bad times 

The God of the day is still God in the night 

We talk of faith when we're up on the mountain 

But talk comes so easy when life's at its best 

But in the valley of trials and temptations 

That's when faith is really put to the test 

And the God on the mountain is still God in the valley 

When things go wrong, He'll make them right 

And the God of the good times is still God in the bad times 

The God of the day is still God in the night 

Peace in Christ,  

      Vicar Hephzibah Penumaka 

“Friends, there is so 

much to do in our 

church.”  



 

  Minutes of May 10, 2021  

Meeting of Redeemer Congregation Council 

Teleconference via Zoom 

 

Present: Arash Behravesh, Mitch Brown, Karen Detweiler Laura Duval, Stephanie Hunter, Ellen Kennedy,  

Pr. Sandy Kessinger, Lena Martikainen, President Nate Paukovits, Vicar Hephzibah Penumaka, Secretary 

Roberta Pittman, Peter Shumway, Treasurer Rob Wenk. 

 

Called to Order: President Paukovits declared a quorum and called the meeting to order at 7:35 PM. 

 

Devotions: Pastor Kessinger opened the meeting with devotions based on the ELCA Daily Discipleship      

Series, emphasizing Christian Unity rooted in prayer.  Pastor ended the devotions with prayer. 

 

Agenda: Without objection, the agenda was accepted as sent out ahead of the meeting. 

 

Pastor’s Report:  Pr. Kessinger reported the following: 

There have been baptisms and reception of new members. 

Russ Jones passed away on May 8, 2021. 

Various ministries at Redeemer are beginning to meet. 

Encouraging the congregation to take on leadership roles during the sermon had results. 

One of the confirmands did a very impressive project to educate children on the topic of hunger and the 

effect the pandemic has had on food insecurity, 

The Worship and Music Committee will meet on May 11, 2021. 

Pastor Kessinger polled the council regarding number of services and Faith Formation logistics as more people 

return to in-person worship. The results of the poll were discussed. 

 

Vicar’s Report: Vicar Hephzibah highlighted the following items from her filed report: 

She was approved by the United Lutheran Seminary faculty for ordination in the Ministry of Word and 

Sacrament and is preparing for her Synod interview on May 22nd. 

She has completed and submitted her Resource Guide for Lay Leaders in High School Youth Ministry and 

is inviting feedback. 

 

Approval of Minutes: Karen Detweiler moved to approve the minutes from the meeting on April 12, 2021. 

Lena Martikainen seconded the motion.  The minutes were approved unanimously. 

 

Treasurer’s Report: Rob Wenk presented the Treasurer’s Report.  

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer continues to benefit from strong giving. It is anticipated that giving will 

continue to exceed expenses for the near future. 

It was also reported that in addition to the monthly payment, additional gifts dedicated to debt reduction have 

been made in 2021 bringing the total indebtedness down to $319,972. 

 

 



 

Ministry Reports:  

Call Committee:  The Call Committee has been updating Ministry Site Profile.  It will soon be available 

for review. The committee will meet with Pastor Erin Swenson-Reinhold on May 20, 2021 regarding 

procedure and anticipate beginning interviews in June. 

The Health Equity Team:  As the CDC guidance continues to be updated, the Health Equity Team     

continues to review current practices, possible innovations, and requests from internal and external 

groups.  Internally, the quilting ministry resumed in early May.  Externally, MOJO and Fairfax       

Collegiate are requesting available space.  Bill Parks is working with the external organizations to   

better understand their policies, activities, and associated impacts.   

Hybrid Church Task Force: In April, the council discussed the need to work with individual committees 

to chart a path forward for the church coming out of the pandemic.  It was suggested that a small task 
force be formed as a possible way to facilitate this discussion with all committees.  The lack of com-
mittee chairpersons was brought to light and it was recommended that the initial priority be on filling 

those positions, specifically:   

Christian Education 
Membership Outreach 
Youth Ministry 

Congregational Life 

It was suggested each council liaison needs to be in conversation with committees and reach out to 

leadership. 

It was also suggested that Redeemer might move from committees to tasks and ministry teams. 

The Anti-racism Team is working with Lewinsville Presbyterian for webinars and activities. 

 

New Business:  

At the request of the directors of Redeemer Preschool and Redeemer Renaissance After-School programs, 
the Executive Committee developed an equity adjustment proposal for identified staff. Rob Wenk 

moved to accept the proposal. Laura Duvall seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Tammy Koenig is retiring as director of Redeemer Preschool on June 18, 2021.  A transition plan will be 

discussed with council and the RLP Board.   

Close with Prayer: Pr. Kessinger led the Council in a prayer. 

 

Adjournment: President Paukovits adjourned the meeting at 8:58 PM.  

Next meeting of Council:  June 14, 2021 

Next meeting of Executive Committee:  June 4, 2021 



 

Matthew Duval is graduating from 
McLean High School this month. He 
will be studying Business at the  
University of Miami in the Fall.     

Jack Francis Glowacki will be 
graduating from McLean High on 
June 1.  He will be getting his   
pilot's license and attending    
college in the Spring 2022         
semester. 

Henry Bourgin 

Redeemer  

Lutheran Church 

Seniors! 



 

Sarah Reagan is graduating from 
McLean High School. She will be 
attending Michigan State in the fall 
and plans to study Computer Science.  

Alexandra Hutchinson will be          
graduating from Langley High School. 
After that, she will spend a year in 
Oslo, Norway, where she will study 
Norwegian language and culture, as 
well as take dance classes.   

Chris Kutscher is graduating from 
McLean High School and will be 
attending William and Mary in the 
fall. 



 

Will Ubben is graduating from 
James Madison High School and 
will be attending Virginia Tech 
this fall. He plans on studying 
Environmental Science.   

Kate Waldron is going to Boston 
University in the Fall. She is      
planning on majoring in English.  

Avery Richardson is graduating from     
The Potomac School and will be 
attending Wake Forest University    
in the fall. 

Redeemer Lutheran 

Church Seniors! 



 

UPDATES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

MAY HAM REPORT 

On May 6, Rick Stewart delivered 5 boxes of ham weighing 175 pounds to Martha's Table from the Falls 
Church and Fairfax Honey Baked Ham stores.  On May 20, Laura Wareham delivered 7 boxes of ham weigh-
ing 245 pounds to Food for Others from the Falls Church and Fairfax stores. 

So for the month of May we delivered 420 pounds of ham. That brings our yearly total to 2,077 pounds of 
ham. Over one ton! The yearly breakdown of deliveries is as follows: Martha's Table, 525 pounds; So Others 
Might Eat, 440 pounds; Food for Others, 417 pounds; ThriveDC, 365 pounds and Rising Hope Church, 330 
pounds. All weights are approximate. 

Ham donations continue to be hit and miss with some weeks that are covered by our volunteers having no 
hams available. Thanks to everyone for setting aside the time to make the ham runs each month. We will    
continue to do our best to help out in the fight against hunger.  
 

THANK YOU FAITH FORMATION TEACHERS! 

We would like to recognize and thank all of the Faith Formation teachers who made this unprecedented year a 
success through faithfully leading Zoom classes on Sunday afternoons for the youth.  

Preschool to 2nd grade - Shelley Brennan and Amy Tribié 

3rd and 4th - Jackie Budde and Vicar Hephzibah  

5th and 6th - Deanna Heier, Greg Adams and Shawna Tunnell  
 

 

IN APPRECIATION 

Tammie Koenig has announced her retirement as the Preschool Director as of June 18, 2021.  We thank her 
not only for her years of service but for how she used her Spirit-filled gifts to develop a creative program for 
children.  Tammie and Steve Koenig joined Redeemer in 1992.  They enrolled their oldest son, Jason, in      
Redeemer’s Preschool in 1995 and their younger son, Matthew, in 1998.  Tammie became the Preschool     
Director in 1998.  During her 23 year leadership, Redeemer’s Preschool gained a reputation for quality, age 
appropriate, Christian programming for children ages 2 1/2-5.  Through the years, her programs reached over 
1,800 children and their families.  Redeemer’s Preschool has shared Christ’s love with many Christian and            
non-Christian families.  

On June 13, Tammie will be available between the two services to speak to well–wishers.  We will have a    
reception outside from 10 am to 11 am. Please stay after the 9 am worship, come before the 11 am worship,   
or simply stop by to wish her well.   
 
 

WINTER SCARF DRIVE FOR N STREET MINISITRIES 

The prayer shawl group at Redeemer will continue the annual winter scarf drive for N Street Ministries which 
provides services for  homeless women in the DC area.  

There is plenty of yarn available in the Redeemer library in the yarn closet that may be used for handmade  
projects.  Please contact the church office to arrange to pick some up..  Keep your collection of hand made, 
purchased or gently used winter scarves until the drive ends in October 2021.  
 

SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE 

There are scholarship funds available for students in the congregation who are pursuing studies in music and/
or dance or to assist with the student's spiritual growth.  These funds became available through a special gift 
given to Redeemer from charter members of the church.  If you are interested, please send an email to 
church@redeemermclean.org with the details of your specific situation and we will respond back to you as 
soon as possible.   
 

REDEEMER RENAISSANCE SUMMER CAMP 2021 
 

Fun discoveries, growing friendships and exploring new activities are all on the schedule for Summer Camp 
2021! Camp is offered weekdays, 8:30 a.m. - 6 p.m., for all children grades K-6th. Camp dates are June 14th – 
August 13th.  Please register online: http://afterschool.redeemermclean.org/afterschool/. 

mailto:church@redeemermclean.org
http://afterschool.redeemermclean.org/afterschool/


 

A Birthday Prayer 

O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we pray, on 
your servants, as they begin another year. Grant that they may 
grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen their trust in your 
goodness all the days of their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen  

Adams, Emily 6/30 

Adams, Tommy 6/30 

Anderson, James 6/17 

Anderson, Michael 6/7 

Armstrong, Caroline 6/22 

Balleisen, Eric 6/14 

Balleisen, Sierra 6/14 

Balleisen, Zach 6/14 

Barron-Lanza, Kellee 6/3 

Beck, Andrew 6/2 

Brennan, Cameron 6/25 

Brown, Gwendolyn 6/4 

Budde, Frederick 6/12 

Budde, Jackie 6/25 

Budde, Nic 6/26 

Buseman, Bill 6/20 

Conway, Lindsay 6/30 

Cooley, David 6/30 

Detweiler, Anna 6/4 

Dibble, Tami 6/16 

Dorgan, Haley 6/7 

Dotterweich, Carole 6/1 

Durman, Gene 6/11 

Duval, Anna 6/27 

Engel, Matthew 6/22 

Engel, Milo 6/27 

Engle, Tricia 6/7 

Englund, Julia 6/7 

Geduldig, Maddy 6/27 

Giffey, Paula 6/16 

Goldfrank, Jane 6/27 

Goodwin, Evan 6/6 

Guma, Peter 6/2 

Hammelton, Paul 6/4 

Heath, Alexandra 6/7 

Heinke, John 6/1 

Humes, Austin 6/7 

Huston, Garth 6/6 

Huston, Hannah 6/8 

Jeffress, Guy 6/20 

Johnson, Victoria 6/24 

Jones, Ethan 6/14 

Kanski, Sheridan 6/13 

Karangelen, Mary 6/20 

Karnik, Devin 6/5 

Kennedy, Sara Grace 6/29 

Kennedy, Will 6/13 

Kessinger, Pastor Sandy 6/11 

Kunec, Ingrid 6/29 

Kwak, EJ 6/28 

Leadbetter, Tyler 6/4 

Leas, Christina 6/12 

Lee, Natalie 6/1 

Lind, Phyllis 6/11 

Macomber, Kyra 6/4 

Manitius, Andrzej 6/9 

Markwart, Terri 6/14 

McCoy, Darlene 6/30 

Melby, Halle 6/14 

Mowrey, Matthew 6/26 

Mykityshyn, Grace 6/14 

Nied, Cristian 6/6 

Odegard, Anneliese 6/26 

Opsal, Siri 6/28 

Paukovits, Julia 6/21 

Pelak, Grace 6/21 

Persino, Braydon 6/27 

Persino, Delaney 6/27 

Poulos, Pete 6/1 

Reynolds, Cora 6/6 

Rice, Marie 6/14 

Rodriguez, Jaxsen 6/22 

Rodriguez, Julianna 6/17 

Rodriguez, Paxton 6/17 

Sandahl, Ginny 6/1 

Schwartz, Samuel 6/13 

Speckhard, Daniel 6/11 

Stark, Gretchen 6/16 

Thomas, Barbel 6/28 

Thorson, Gina 6/4 

Toviho, Tutu 6/15 

Ubben, Doug 6/7 

Vergonis, Logan 6/28 

Villafuerte, Alejandra 6/19 

Villafuerte, Sylvia 6/12 

Wareham, Sean 6/1 

Wiklund, Adrian 6/13 

Williams, Abigail 6/9 

Wilson, Lindsay 6/15 

Zele, John 6/18 


