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7:30 pm  April 2, 2021 
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Service of Shadows 
 

This service is patterned after the TENEBRAE which means "shadows" or 
"darkness."  It is one of the oldest traditional services of the Christian Church for 
Holy Week.  It tells the story of the passion of our Lord, Jesus, the Christ. 
 

As the story unfolds, the darkness increases until, with the death of Jesus, 
only one candle is left burning:  the light of God's love.  During the darkness, there 
will be a loud noise which signifies the earthquake.  The candle will be carried, light-
ed, from the church to symbolize the three days in the tomb. 
 

When we come to the point in the Apostles' Creed where we say "I believe in 
Jesus Christ..." the candle is brought back.  But symbolic of Jesus Himself, the light 
is never put out and is brought back in anticipation of Easter Day and the glorious 
Resurrection.  At the conclusion of the Creed, we leave in complete silence. 
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Good Friday Tenebrae Service  

 

All gather in silence.  Stand at the sound of the chimes.  
Pastor will introduce the service. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Pastor Let us pray. 

People   Almighty God,  
look with loving mercy on your family,  
for whom our Lord Jesus Christ  
was willing to be betrayed,  
to be given over to the hands of sinners,  
and to suffer death on the cross;  
who now lives and reigns with you  
and the Holy Spirit,  
one God, forever and ever. 
Amen 

   

Please be seated  
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The Seven Words from the Cross      
 During the service one candle will be removed after each word. 
 

“Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” 
 

“Today, you shall be with me in paradise.” 
 

“Woman, behold your son!  Son, behold your mother.” 
 

“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 
 

“I thirst.” 
 

“It is finished.” 
 

“Father, into your hands I commend my spirit.” 
 

+ The Seven Words From the Cross + 
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+ The Arrest + 

Psalm 57    The congregation reads the words in bold. 

Be merciful to me, O God, be merciful, for I have taken refuge in you;  
in the shadow of your wings will I take refuge until this time of trouble has gone by. 
I will call upon the Most High God, the God who is with me to the end. 
 
O God, you will send from heaven and save me; rebuking those who trample upon me;  
you will send forth your love and your faithfulness. 
I lie in the midst of lions that devour the people;  
their teeth are spears and arrows, their tongue a sharp sword. 
 
They have laid a net for my feet, and I am bowed low;  
they have dug a pit before me, but have fallen into it themselves. 
My heart is steadfast, O God, my heart is steadfast;  
I will sing and make melody. 
Wake up, my spirit; awake lute and harp; I myself will waken the dawn. 
 
I will give thanks to you among the peoples, O Lord;  
I will sing praise to you among the nations. 
For your steadfast love is greater than the heavens,  
and your  faithfulness reaches to the clouds. 
Exalt yourself above the heavens, O God, and your Glory over all the earth. 

 
Reading: John 18:1-13 

Hymn  #347       Cantor sings.  

“Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” 
 

The first candle is extinguished. 
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+ The Interrogation + 

Psalm 6 

Lord, do not rebuke me in your anger; do not punish me in your wrath. 
Have pity on me, Lord, for I am weak;  
heal me, Lord, for my bones quake in terror 
 
My spirit quakes in awful terror; how long, O Lord, how long? 
Turn, O Lord, and deliver me; save me for the sake of your steadfast love. 
 
For in death no one remembers you; and who will give you thanks in the grave? 
I grow weary because of my groaning;  
every night I drench my pillow and flood my bed with tears. 
 
My eyes are wasted with grief and worn away because of all my enemies. 
Depart from me, all evildoers, for the Lord has heard the sound of my weeping. 
 
The Lord has heard my supplication; the Lord accepts my prayer. 
All my enemies shall be confounded and quake with fear;   
they shall turn back and suddenly be put to shame. 

 
Reading: John 18:14-27 
 
Hymn #349          Cantor sings.       

“Today, you shall be with me in paradise.” 
 

The second candle is extinguished. 
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+ The Trial + 

Psalm 2 

Why are the nations in an uproar? Why do the peoples mutter empty threats? 
Why do the kings of the earth rise up in revolt, and the princes plot together, 
against the Lord and against the Lord’s anointed? 
 
"Let us break their yoke, "they say; "let us cast off their bonds from us." 
God whose throne is in heaven is laughing;  
and the Lord holds them in derision. 
 
Then in wrath God speaks to them and in rage fills them with terror. 
As for me, I have anointed my king upon Zion, my holy mountain. 
 
Let me announce the decree of the Lord, who said to me,  
"You are my son; this day have I begotten you. 
Ask of me, and I will give you the nations for your inheritance  
and the ends of the earth for your possession. 
 
You shall crush them with an iron rod and shatter them like a piece of pottery. 
And now, you kings, be wise; be warned you rulers of the earth. 
 
Submit to the Lord with fear, and with trembling bow in worship; 
lest the Lord be angry, and you perish in a sudden blaze of wrath. 
Happy are all who take refuge in God! 
 

Reading: John 18:28-40 
 
Hymn  #349      Cantor sings.  

“Woman, behold your son! Son, behold your mother.” 
 

The third candle is extinguished. 
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+ The Scourging and Mocking + 

Psalm 36 

There is a voice of rebellion deep in the heart of the wicked;  
there is no fear of God before their eyes. 
They flatter themselves in their own eyes  
that their hateful sin will not be found out. 
 
The words of their mouths are wicked and deceitful;  
they have stopped acting wisely and doing good. 
They plot wickedness upon their beds  
and have set themselves in a way that is not good;  
they do not abhor that which is evil.   
 
Your love, O Lord, reaches to the heavens, and your faithfulness to the clouds. 
Your righteousness is like the strong mountains,  
your justice like the great deep; you save humankind and animals, O Lord. 
 
How priceless is your love, O God!  All people take refuge under the shadow of your wings. 
They feast upon the abundance of your house;  
you give them drink from the river of your delights. 
 
For with you is the well of life, and in your light we see light. 
Continue your loving kindness to those who know you  
and your favor to those who are true of heart. 
 
Let not the foot of the proud come near me, nor the hand of the wicked push me aside. 
See how they are fallen, those who work wickedness!  
They are cast down and shall not be able to rise. 

 
Reading: John 19:1-3 
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Hymn #351   Cantor sings.  

“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 
 

The fourth candle is extinguished. 
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Anthem 

"The Crucifixion" by Samuel Barber, Matt Osifchin solo 

+ The Condemnation + 

Psalm 34 

I will bless the Lord at all times; the praise of God shall ever be in my mouth. 
I will glory in the Lord; let the lowly hear and rejoice. 
Proclaim with me the greatness of the Lord; let us exalt God's name together. 
I sought the Lord, who answered me and delivered me from all my terrors. 
 

Look upon the Lord and be radiant, and let not your faces be ashamed. 
I called in my affliction, and the Lord heard me  
and saved me from all my troubles. 
The angel of the Lord encamps around those who fear the Lord, and delivers them. 
Taste and see that the Lord is good; happy are they who take refuge in God. 
 

Fear the Lord, you saints of the Lord, for those who fear the Lord lack nothing. 
The lions are in want and suffer hunger,  
but those who seek the Lord lack nothing that is good. 
Come, children, and listen to me; I will teach you reverence for the Lord. 
Who among you takes pleasure in life and desires long life to enjoy prosperity? 
 

Keep your tongue from evil and your lips from lying words. 
Turn from evil and do good; seek peace and pursue it. 
The eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, and God's ears are open to their cry. 
The face of the Lord is against those who do evil,  
to erase the remembrance of them from the earth. 
 

The righteous cry, and the Lord hears them and delivers them from all their troubles. 
The Lord is near to the brokenhearted and saves those whose spirits are crushed. 
Many are the troubles of the righteous but the Lord delivers them from every one. 
God will keep safe all their bones; not one of them shall be broken. 
 

Evil will bring death to the wicked and those who hate the righteous will be punished. 
O Lord, you redeem the life of your servants,  
and those who put their trust in you will not be punished. 

 
Reading: John 19:4-16 

“I thirst.” 
 

The fifth candle is extinguished. 
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+ The Execution + 

Psalm 22:1-20 
 

My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?   
Why so far from saving me, so far from the words of my groaning? 
My God, I cry out by day, but you do not answer; by night, but I find no rest.     
Yet you are the Holy One, enthroned on the praises of Israel. 
Our ancestors put their trust in you; they trusted, and you rescued them. 
They cried out to you and were delivered; they trusted in you and were not put to shame. 
But as for me, I am a worm and not human,  
scorned by all and despised by the people. 
All who see me laugh me to scorn; they curl their lips; they shake their heads,  
"Trust in the Lord; let the Lord deliver;  
let God rescue him if God so delights in him." 
 
Yet you are the one who drew me forth from the womb,  
and kept me safe on my mother's breast. 
I have been entrusted to you ever since I was born;  
you were my God when I was still in my mother's womb. 
Be not far from me, for trouble is near and there is no one to help. 
Many young bulls encircle me; strong bulls of Bashan surround me. 
They open wide their jaws at me, like a slashing and roaring lion. 
I am poured out like water; all my bones are out of joint;  
my heart within my breast is melting wax. 
My strength is dried up like a potsherd; my tongue sticks to the roof of my mouth;  
and you have laid me in the dust of death. 
Packs of dogs close me in, a band of evildoers circles round me;  
they pierce my hands and my feet.  
I can count all my bones while they stare at me and gloat. 
They divide my garments among them; for my clothing, they cast lots. 
But you, O Lord, be not far away; O my help, hasten to my aid. 
Deliver me from the sword, my life from the power of the dog. 

Reading:  John 19:17-37 
 

So they took Jesus;  and carrying the cross by himself, he went out to what is called The 
Place of the Skull, which in Hebrew is called Golgotha.  There they crucified him, and with 
him two others, one on either side, with Jesus between them.  Pilate also had an inscription 
written and put on the cross. It read, "Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews."  Many of the 
Jews read this inscription, because the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city; 
and it was written in Hebrew, in Latin, and in Greek.  Then the chief priests of the Jews said 
to Pilate, "Do not write, 'The King of the Jews,' but, 'This man said, I am King of the Jews.'"  
Pilate answered, "What I have written I have written."  When the soldiers had crucified Je-
sus, they took his clothes and divided them into four parts, one for each soldier. They also 
took his tunic; now the tunic was seamless, woven in one piece from the top.  So they said to 
one another, "Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it to see who will get it." This was to fulfill 
what the scripture says, 
 "They divided my clothes among themselves, and for my clothing they cast lots." 
  And that is what the soldiers did. 
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 Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother's sister, 
Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene.  When Jesus saw his mother and the 
disciple whom he loved standing beside her, he said to his mother, "Woman, here is your 
son."  Then he said to the disciple, "Here is your mother." And from that hour the disciple 
took her into his own home. 
 

Please stand. 
 
  After this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished, he said (in order to fulfill the 
scripture), "I am thirsty."  A jar full of sour wine was standing there. So they put a sponge 
full of the wine on a branch of hyssop and held it to his mouth.  When Jesus had received 
the wine, he said, "It is finished." Then he bowed his head and gave up his spirit. 
 
In remembrance of our Lord's death we bow our heads in silence.  After a 
brief pause, the pastor will resume the gospel reading. 
 
  Since it was the day of Preparation, the Jews did not want the bodies left on the cross 
during the sabbath, especially because that sabbath was a day of great solemnity. So they 
asked Pilate to have the legs of the crucified men broken and the bodies removed.  Then the 
soldiers came and broke the legs of the first and of the other who had been crucified with 
him.  But when they came to Jesus and saw that he was already dead, they did not break his 
legs.  Instead, one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and at once blood and water 
came out.  (He who saw this has testified so that you also may believe. His testimony is 
true, and he knows that he tells the truth.)  These things occurred so that the scripture 
might be fulfilled, "None of his bones shall be broken."  And again another passage of 
scripture says, "They will look on the one whom they have pierced." 
 
 

Hymn #347      Cantor sings.  

“It is finished.” 
 

The sixth candle is extinguished. 
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+ The Burial + 

Psalm 69:1-15 

Save me, O God, for the waters have risen up to my neck. 
I am sinking in deep mire, and there is no foothold. 
I have come into deep waters, and the torrent washes over me. 
I have grown weary with my crying; my throat is parched;  
my eyes are worn out from looking for my God. 
 
Those who hate me without a cause are more than the hairs of my head; my lying foes who 
would destroy me are mighty.  Must I then give back what I never stole? 
O God, you know my foolishness and my faults are not hidden from you. 
Let not those who hope in you be put to shame through me, Lord God of hosts; let not those 
who seek you be disgraced because of me, O God of Israel. 
Surely, for your sake I have suffered reproach, and shame has covered my face. 
 
I have become a stranger to my own kindred, an alien to my mother's children. 
Zeal for your house has eaten me up,  
the scorn of those who scorn you has fallen upon me. 
I humbled myself with fasting, but that was turned to my reproach. 
I put on sackcloth also, and became a byword among them. 
 
Those who sit at the gate murmur against me, and the drunkards make songs about me. 
But as for me, this is my prayer to you, at the time you have set, O Lord; 
"In your great mercy, O God, answer me with your unfailing help." 

 
Reading: John 19:38-42 
 
Hymn #351      Cantor sings.  

“Father, into your hands I commend my spirit.” 
 

The seventh candle is extinguished. 
 

Please stand and face the cross  at the back of the church. 
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Pastor Behold, the life-giving cross, on which was 

hung the Savior of the whole world. 
People Oh, come, let us worship him. 
 
 
Pastor Behold, the life-giving cross, on which was 

hung the Savior of the whole world. 
People Oh, come, let us worship him. 
 
 
Pastor Behold, the life-giving cross, on which was 

hung the Savior of the whole world. 
People Oh, come, let us worship him. 
 
 

Procession of the Cross 

As followers of Jesus Christ we invite you to follow the cross as it moves to the front of the 
sanctuary.  The cross will move forward in three different stages. 

Apostles’ Creed  

Please kneel or sit. 
Vicar  With the whole Church, let us confess our faith.  
 

All I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
 
  I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
Silence. 
 

The Christ Candle is carried out, leaving the church in darkness. 

 

The chimes toll nine, the hour at which our Lord died. 

 

The Altar Book is closed with a loud sound, recalling the sealing of the tomb. 

 

The Candle is returned to its place, symbolizing the hope of the Resurrection. 
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Vicar  We glory in your cross, O Lord, 
and we praise your holy resurrection, 
for by your cross joy has come into the world. 
May God be merciful and bless us; 
may the light of God's face shine upon us. 
Let your way be known upon earth, 
your saving health among all nations. 
 
We glory in your cross, O Lord, 
and we praise your holy resurrection, 
for by your cross joy has come into the world. 
Let the peoples praise you, O God; 
let all the peoples praise you. 
May God give us blessing, 
and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe. 
 
We glory in your cross, O Lord, 
and we praise your holy resurrection, 
for by your cross joy has come into the world. 
 
We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you. 

 By your holy cross you have redeemed the world. 
 

All On the third day he rose again; 
  he ascended into heaven, 
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Silent Departure 

 

Please observe silence until you are outside the building. 
 

Offering baskets are available. 

Special Music 

"Were You There" African American spiritual, Matt Osifchin solo 
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Please return this bulletin to the entrance hall for recycling if you choose not to take it home. 

CCLI License# 1850655 

 

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer 

1545 Chain Bridge Road, McLean, VA  22101 

Children are always welcome in our 
worship.  

Hearing help available: We have for 
your use, personal  hearing 
amplification units available in the 
narthex.  Please refer questions or 
comments to an usher.  

Church Phone: 703-356-3346 

Email: Church@redeemermclean.org 


