
   

 
  

 

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer  
Our Mission: To share Christ’s love with the greatest number of people. 

 
Easter Day, April 4, 2021 

The Traditional Service at 8:00 and 9:30 am 
  

The Resurrection of Our Lord 
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Easter Service 
Gathering 

 
Prelude 

Cara Fleck Plewsinski, Harp 
 
 
Easter Proclamation  

Pastor Alleluia!  Christ is risen!  
Congregation Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia!     

 
Pastor Rejoice, now, all heavenly powers! Sing, choirs of angels! 

Exult, all creation around God’s throne! Jesus Christ is risen! 
Celebrate the divine mysteries with exultation; 
and for so great a victory, sound the trumpet of salvation. 
Rejoice, O earth, in shining splendor, 
radiant in the brightness of your king! 
Christ has conquered! Glory fills you! Darkness vanishes forever. 
Rejoice, O holy church! Exult in glory! The risen Savior shines upon you! 
Let this place resound with joy, 
echoing the mighty song of all God’s people. 

Congregation Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
 

The Sharing of the Peace  
Pastor The peace of the Risen Christ be with you always. 
Congregation And also with you. 
 

The congregation may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace and may say, “Peace be with you” or similar words. 
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Apostolic Greeting 
Pastor The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
Congregation And also with you. 

Gathering Hymn #365 
Cantors sing. 
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The Word 

Prayer of the Day 
Pastor The Lord be with you.  
Congregation  And also with you.  
 
Pastor O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our redemption, and by his 

glorious resurrection you delivered us from the power of death. Make us die every day to 
sin, that we may live with him forever in the joy of the resurrection, through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

Congregation  Amen. 
 

 
Children’s Message 

Hymn of Praise 
Cantors sing. 

Reading: Acts 10:34-43 
Peter crosses the immense religious and social boundary that separates Jews from Gentiles in order to proclaim the 
good news of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection, so that God’s forgiveness in Jesus’ name would reach out to all 
people.  
 
Peter began to speak to [the people]: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, but in every nation anyone who 
fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching 
peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism 
that John announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about 
doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses to all that he did 
both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on the third day and 
allowed him to appear, not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with 
him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by 
God as judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives 
forgiveness of sins through his name.” 
    

Reader  Word of God, word of life.   
Congregation Thanks be to God. 
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Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 
The core of the Christian faith and Paul’s preaching is the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. As the crucified and 
risen Christ appeared to the earliest of his followers, so we experience the presence of the Risen One in the preaching of 
this faith. 

Now I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that I proclaimed to you, which you in turn received, in 
which also you stand, through which also you are being saved, if you hold firmly to the message that I proclaimed to 
you—unless you have come to believe in vain. For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had received: 
that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures, and that he was buried, and that he was raised on the third 
day in accordance with the scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. Then he appeared to more than 
five hundred brothers and sisters at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have died. Then he appeared to 
James, then to all the apostles. Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. For I am the least of the 
apostles, unfit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. But by the grace of God I am what I am, 
and his grace toward me has not been in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them—though it was not I, 
but the grace of God that is with me. Whether then it was I or they, so we proclaim and so you have come to believe. 
 

Reader  Word of God, word of life.   
Congregation Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 
The congregation will read the parts in bold. 

Give thanks to the LORD, for the LORD is good;  
 God's mercy endures forever. 
Let Israel now declare,  
 "God's mercy endures forever." 
 
The LORD is my strength and my song,  
 and has become my salvation. 
Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the righteous: 
 "The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly! 
 
The right hand of the LORD is exalted!  
 The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly!" 
I shall not die, but live,  
 and declare the works of the LORD.    
 
The LORD indeed punished me sorely,  
 but did not hand me over to death. 
Open for me the gates of righteousness; 
 I will enter them and give thanks to the LORD. 
 
"This is the gate of the LORD;  
 here the righteous may enter." 
I give thanks to you, for you have answered me  
 and you have become my salvation.    
 
The stone that the builders rejected  
 has become the chief cornerstone. 
By the LORD has this been done;  
 it is marvelous in our eyes. 
 
This is the day that the LORD has made;  
 let us rejoice and be glad in it.    
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Sermon    
Pastor Sandy Kessinger 

The Gospel is announced. 
 Pastor  The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark.       
 Congregation    Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Gospel: Mark 16:1-8 
The resurrection of Jesus is announced, and the response is one of terror 
and amazement. 

When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of 
James, and Salome bought spices, so that they might go and anoint [Jesus’ 
body]. And very early on the first day of the week, when the sun had risen, 
they went to the tomb. They had been saying to one another, “Who will roll 
away the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?” When they looked up, 
they saw that the stone, which was very large, had already been rolled back. 
As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a white robe, 
sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed. But he said to them, “Do 
not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. 
He has been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him. 
But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; 
there you will see him, just as he told you.” So they went out and fled from 
the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; and they said nothing 
to anyone, for they were afraid. 
   

Pastor  The Gospel of the Lord.        
Congregation  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Gospel Acclamation 
Cantor sings.  

Special Music    
"Agnus Dei"  by Michael Smith 
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Hymn of the Day #366 
The Cantors sing this hymn.  
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Offertory Prayer   
 Pastor Let us pray.  

Congregation  Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. 
Day by day you shower us with blessings. 
As you have raised us to new life in Christ, 
give us glad and generous hearts, 
ready to praise you and to respond to those in need, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen 

Prayers  
Prayers are included for the whole Church, the nations, those in need, the parish and special concerns.    
After each portion of the prayers: 
 

Vicar  Hear us, O God.   
Congregation  Your mercy is great. 

 

At the end of the prayer: 
 

Pastor  Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 
  trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Congregation  Amen. 

Offering    
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. 

Our offerings to God are first of all just that – offerings of thanksgiving to God.   
As you are able please continue to support our ministry with your financial gifts.   

Our work continues even when we are physically apart from one another.   
With Gratitude 

  
Offertory    

"Christ Rising Again" by K. Lee Scott 

Apostles' Creed    
 

  Pastor  With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
Congregation I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  
Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 

Pastor Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Congregation Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen. 

Congregation Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of pow’r and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Words of Institution 

Come to the Table 

The Great Thanksgiving 
Please stand. 

Pastor The Lord be with you.  
Congregation And also with you. 
 
Pastor Lift up your hearts.  
Congregation We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Pastor Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
Congregation It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Pastor It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,  
 that we should at all times and in all places 
 give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
 for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb 
who gave himself to take away our sin; 
who in dying has destroyed death, 
and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 
 And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, 
 with earth and sea and all their creatures, 
with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,  
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Blessing 
Pastor Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Congregation  Amen. 

  Lamb of God 
Pastor Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
 have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
 have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
 grant us peace. 
Congregation  Amen. 
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All are welcome to receive Holy Communion  

Anyone not comfortable receiving the bread or the wine are invited to come forward for a blessing.   

You are an important part of our faith community. 

 

For those taking Holy Communion: Individuals and/or families will come forward keeping six feet apart.  Once you 
arrive at the table you can pick up the host and the cup of wine/grape juice.  Please move by the basket that stands next 

to the table.  Pastor will say "The body and blood of Christ for you.  Go in peace and serve the Lord." 

 

Once you have communed you can leave by the open side door and exit the building.  Those who wish to have a time of 
prayer can return to your pew by the side aisles.  When you are ready to leave then just keep a safe distance from 

others.  We ask that you not gather in the Crossroads but you are free to greet others outside. 

 

 

At the end of the service pastor will offer a final word of peace for those who are watching the videos. 

 

Pastor                      Go in peace.  Serve the Lord.  

Congregation          Thanks be to God. 

Invitation to Commune 

Communion Music 
Cara Fleck Plewsinski, Harp 
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On the Other Side of Fear 

The very last verse of this morning’s gospel comprises what scholars believe to be the 
original ending of Mark. Somewhat alarmingly, the final words are “they were 
afraid” (Mark 16:8). If you crack open your Bible today, you’ll see a few other paragraphs 
and endings beyond this verse; however, Mark 16:8 is thought to have been the original 
end to the book. 

As people who are used to greeting Easter morning with flowers, banners, trumpets, and 
boisterous hymns, this original ending to Mark, filled with fear and silence, isn’t quite 
what we expect to find at the empty tomb! The end of Mark’s Easter story can feel disqui-
eting; maybe that’s why a faithful person added another ending or two. 

Fear and silence are hallmarks of human life. Anyone who says they have never been 
afraid is either living under a rock or probably not sharing the full truth of their experience 
of things. As vulnerable human creatures, we are susceptible to fear, which can cascade 
into silence at our worst when we are most frightened. That is exactly where we meet the 
disciples today. 

Yet someone, sometime, somewhere, had to have said something, or else we would not be 
here worshiping at Easter. At some point joy crept up and leapt over the disciples’ terror 
and paralysis. At some point the words were blurted out and released into the air with glad-
ness: “Christ is risen, alleluia!” 

Today, we enter the story on the other side of fear and silence. Someone among those dis-
ciples did indeed proclaim the truth: Christ is risen! We can rest assured knowing that des-
pair and death don’t have the last word. Drawn into the resurrection life of Jesus, we are 
invited to take part in this movement of God, shouting with loud praise, “Christ is risen 
indeed! Alleluia!” 

The Easter flowers are given to the Glory of God  

by Ann Lawrence 

 
and by Nancy Elkin, in memory of Victor Umbach  
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Lutheran Church of the Redeemer 
1545 Chain Bridge Road, McLean, VA  22101 

CCLI License# 1850655 

Today we are using Setting 10 from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship book. 

    Next Sunday’s Scripture:   Acts 4:32-35  Psalm 133  1 John 1:1-2:2  John 20:19-31 


