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New Reflection Adapted from  
ELCA Resource “Troubling the Waters  

for the Healing of the Nations”   
 

Culture is deep. It shapes who we are, how we see the 
world and set up our institutions, and how we get through 
each day. None of these cultural values or ways of doing 
things is bad. What is important is that we recognize our 
culture and our ways of being as one way, and not the only 
way. When we see and recognize our culture as our  
culture, then we can also see and recognize other cultures 
as having meaning, and that there may be more than one 
way of doing things. None are wrong, some just may be 
more valued by one group than by another.  
 

The familiar parable of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10: 25-
37) was preceded by an exchange with a lawyer who  
assumes that for anyone wanting to be part of God’s  
people they had to conform to all the requirements laid 
down in the law of Moses. What does Jesus consider to be 
the most important of these requirements? The characters 
in his story are familiar—the traveler, robbers, priest, Le-
vite, Samaritan, and innkeeper—and in today’s telling, we 
want to be the “Good Samaritan”. The priest and Levite 
adhered to their cultural requirements to remain clean so 
they could perform their duties. Samaritans were detested 
because they were of mixed races and since they wor-
shipped God according to the first five books of the Old 
Testament, they had an incomplete religion. What will it 
take to move beyond assimilation and truly welcome other 
cultural norms and values? What challenges might Jesus be 
giving us in this story today?  

 

Redeemer’s work with Homestretch 
 

Redeemer has been working with Homestretch for more 
than a year, providing food and meeting other needs for 
their clients who are transitioning out of homelessness. At 
the moment, their greatest need is for household and     
personal supplies. A list is provided on their Amazon Wish 
List in case you are able to help. You may have the items 
delivered to them directly at the following address: 303 
South Maple Avenue, Suite 400, Falls Church VA 22046. 
Please forward the delivery confirmation email to Nan 
Monday. You can also contact Nan to arrange for an         
in-person delivery or if you have questions. 

Coming in April 
 

• Faith Formation Classes resume on April 11 

• Confirmation Workshop on April 11 

• Wednesday Morning Bible Study resumes on April 14 

• New Wednesday Evening Bible Study (2 Corinthians) 
starts on April 14 

• Pre-Assembly Caucus (for those elected to Synod        
Assembly) on April 24 

• Anti-Racism Ministry Team meets on April 27 

Holy Week Schedule 
In-Person, Livestreamed, Recorded 

 

As more and more people are vaccinated, please remember 
that we will continue to wear our masks and social distance at 
all times. Hand sanitizers are also located throughout our 
building for your convenience.  
 

As we approach Holy Week, on Palm Sunday palms will be 
placed inside the bulletins. On Good Friday the 12 pm service 
will offer Holy Communion that was consecrated (blessed) on 
Maundy Thursday. On Good Friday at 7:30 pm we will offer 
the Tenebrae Service (the Service of Shadows). The Easter 
Vigil Walk will be outside as we walk through downtown 
McLean. On Easter Sunday the first two services will be     
traditional and the 11am service will be contemporary. Please 
go to our website to sign-up for in-person worship. On our 
website you will also find the links for the livestreaming of 
each service listed here.   
 

 Palm Sunday, March 28    9 am and 11 am  
 Maundy Thursday, April 1    7:30 pm  
 Good Friday, April 2    12 pm and 7:30 pm  
 Easter Vigil Walk, April 3    9 am  
 Easter Sunday, April 4    8 am, 9:30 am & 11 am  
 

Electronic Giving to Redeemer Options 
 

Please remember that you have the option to make your  
weekly, monthly or a one-time offering to Redeemer via your 
smartphone or through the church's website. The steps are 
simple: 
 

1) Download the free app “GivePlus Church” from the App 
Store or Google Play. 

 

2) Search by entering “Lutheran Church of the Redeemer” 
and select McLean, VA. 

 

3)    Either select "Create Account" for reoccurring giving or 
select "Give Now" for a one time donation. 

 

If you would rather not use the smartphone app, you can still 
use the electronic giving option from Redeemer's  website by 
going to the heading "About Us" and selecting "Give Online." 
We are offering this secure option through a trusted payment 
processor that Redeemer has worked with for many years. You 
can choose to use your checking account (a less costly option 
for the church) or your credit card. Thank you! 
 

High School Hike with Vicar Hephzi 
 

Vicar Hephzi invites all the High School youth for a nice hike 
and fellowship near Riverbend Park on April 10th at 1 pm. A 
huge thank you to Sabine Detweiler, for being one of our adult 
chaperones. If you are interested, please sign-up on  
sign-up genius Redeemer: Youth Hike on April 10 at 1pm 
(signupgenius.com) or email 
hpenumaka@redeemermclean.org.  

https://homestretchva.org/about-us/
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/genericItemsPage/3MSKKFRJ303X?filter=&ref_=cm_sw_su_w&sort=default&type=wishlist&_encoding=UTF8
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/genericItemsPage/3MSKKFRJ303X?filter=&ref_=cm_sw_su_w&sort=default&type=wishlist&_encoding=UTF8
mailto:nmonday@homestretchva.org
mailto:nmonday@homestretchva.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c4aafa722a64-youth
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c4aafa722a64-youth


Please Remember to Pray…. 

Prayers for the safe distribution of vaccines to counter the virus, successful therapeutic remedies, and plentiful   

medical supplies across the nation. 

Prayers for our nation as we address the causes and effects of violence and the courage to act in faithful ways. 

Prayers for all those affected by the recent acts of violence in Atlanta and Boulder. 

Prayers for the unemployed and the underemployed and those suffering from mental health issues. 

Prayers for all those facing persecution and ethnic cleansing atrocities. 
 

Prayer List Note: 
To add names to this list you may  email or telephone the church office.  We want all our prayers to be current —so please keep us up 
to date on those whom you have added to our prayer list.  With the exception of safety prayers for our military, we will remove names 
after one month unless we hear from you.  We are prepared to pray indefinitely.   

For Healing: 
 

Andy 
Anya 
Aubrey 
Barb 
Barbara and Richard Utyro 
Bob 
Brad 
Carmen and Frank Ortiz 
Cheryl “Cheri” Moe 
Christian Del Voie 
Cindy Waldron 
Coletta Miller 
Dan 
Daniel Devine 
David Alexander 
Don 
Eli 
Elizabeth Reed 
Erica Augustenborg Epstein 
Ernie 
Eve Green 
Gale  
Gloria Jones 
Greg 
Herman Family 
Jayne Howard 
Jenny 
Joe Royal 
Joel 
Jolene Mullins  
Joyce Gleason 
JT 
Karen 
Karin Ryding 
Katie Gorsline 
Keith Bornmann 
Kennedy 
LaTiahna Nelson 
Louise Weithas 
McMahon Family 
Marilyn Court 
Margaret 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Marie Schneider 
Marilyn Surgener 
Maryellen 
Matt Kutscher 
Michael Miller 
Pat Anastasia 
Patrick Blakey 
Robert Garman 
Roger Ubben 
Sara 
Sara Fahey 
Shawn 
Sophie Belzberg 
Spencer Blessing 
Steve Platten 
Teri 
Trish Layton 
Velma Koenig 
 

For Comfort in Death: 
 

The family and friends of Willie Snell 
The family and friends of Edward 
 
 

For Comfort and Strength: 
 

ABPA Brian’s son 
Anna and Stephen 
Carol and Don Stocks 
Gwen Brown 
Joyce Rienits  
Julie Leonard 
Sarah and Jenny 
The Heier Family 
For those suffering from mental illness 
 

For Comfort and Peace: 
 

Anna Bowler 
Bertha 
Edward and Family 
Ray Tiernan  
Rick Granholm 
Susan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For Safety: 
 

Brandon White 
Captain Daniel Bader 
For all refugees 
For all our military and diplomatic people 
throughout the world 
For all serving as police officers 
Jon Walsh 
 

For those healing from the  
coronavirus: 
 

Aaron and Kia 
Beau 
Becky and Marsha 
Evelyn Mastakas  
Goon Family 
Kevin     
Linus Jankord 
Lisa Galofaro and family   
Marsha  
Michael 
Okoye Family  
Sherry Hayfield 
Steve and Mary  
The Alexander Family 
Todd and Laura Sorflaten 
Tom and Ray 
Wan Family 
 

For those caring for patients  
suffering from coronavirus: 
 

Dominic, Elizabeth and Ian  
Guilia Manfredini  
Karin Kutscher 
Leslie Kuhagen 
Sharon 
Tara and family 


