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Adapted from ELCA Resource Troubling the 
Waters for the Healing of the Church  

Fifth Sunday in Lent  
(Entering the Story of the Church)  

 

Religion has always had a dark side. One example is the 
“Great Inquisition” that occurred between the 12th and  
mid-16th centuries in Europe. Originally designed to  
combat heresy, it became a means to punish and eradicate 
any dissent. Thousands were burned at the stake including  
religious leaders. The Bible has often been misused against 
people or to support the attitudes and actions of  
others—slaves be obedient to your masters; women keep 
silent in the church; the poor you will always have with 
you; God is on our side – are just a few examples. In the 
Parable of the Sower Jesus illustrates how people “see and 
hear” but do not perceive or understand.    
 

Imbedded within Judeo-Christian belief systems are  
dominion, chosen people, singleness of truth, and  
patriarchy. How have these beliefs shaped how the people 
who held those concepts saw themselves? And how do 
these teachings continue to underlie actions and attitudes 
within our nation and our church? The late John Lewis, 
when asked which thinker had been most important to him,  
replied, “Walter Rauschenbusch.” In Christianity and the 
Social Crisis, published in 1907, Rauschenbusch observed, 
“Whoever uncouples the religious and the social life has 
not understood Jesus.”  Jesus heals and teaches all, without 
regard for whether they are righteous or sinners, whether 
they understand or not.  
 

Blessing Bags  
 

The outpouring of generosity for the Blessing Bags has 
been amazing! The signup is completely filled and we  
received almost $2,000 additional in funds to buy more 
items. Redeemer is such a generous community, I just 
can’t say enough about the good works and ways we are 
able to share Christ’s love through this generosity.  
 

 

Caring for the Homeless Event 
 

McLean Community “Rise Against Hunger” would like to 
express our deepest gratitude to Lutheran Church of the 
Redeemer for its support of the shredding event on March 
6, 2021.With your support, this event was able to raise 
$2500 toward our next meal packaging event. 

 

COVID Testing Site 
 

You will note in our smaller parking lot a tent and small  
portable office. We are a site for rapid COVID-19  
testing. Find more information at www.Covidmclean.com 
or by calling 703-844-0910. 

 

 
 
 

Wednesday Morning Bible Study 
March 24 at 8 am 

 

Our Wednesday AM Bible Study will meet this week at  
8 am. If you have not participated in the class to date, please 
feel free to join us at any time. Just send an email to Pastor  
Kessinger and she will send you the Zoom link. 

 

Midweek Lenten Service 
March 24 

7 pm to 8 pm 
 

As we come to the end of the Lenten season, we will meet for 
one more Wednesday evening. Ron Kutscher will lead the 
Bible Study that will conclude our series on how we play  
participate in the Kingdom of God to work for justice to all  
people. As we transition to Evening Prayer, Chris will chant 
Holden Evening Prayer. Those who attend will assist in the 
reading of Scripture, offer a reflection, and offer  
prayers. Please contact Pastor Kessinger if you would like to 
join us. 

 

Year End Contribution Statements  
 

Year End Statements were mailed to all members in mid  
January. Delays with US Postal Service deliveries have  
impacted some members receiving their statements. If you 
have not received your statement yet, please reach out to Sara 
Nail, our Financial Coordinator, to get another copy sent to 
you by mail or email. Sara can be reached at 
Sara@redeemerrnclean.org or 703/356-3346.  
. 

Holy Week Schedule 
In-Person, Livestreamed, Videotaped 

 

As more and more people are vaccinated, please remember 
that we will continue to wear our masks and social distance at 
all times. Hand sanitizers are also located throughout our 
building for your convenience. As we approach Holy Week, 
on Palm Sunday palms will be placed inside the bulletins. On 
Good Friday the 12 pm service will offer Holy Communion 
that was consecrated (blessed) on Maundy Thursday. On Good 
Friday at 7:30 pm we will offer the Tenebrae Service  
(the Service of Shadows). The Easter Vigil Walk will be  
outside as we walk through downtown McLean. On Easter 
Sunday the first two services will be traditional and the 11am 
service will be contemporary. Please go to our website to  
sign-up for in-person worship. On our website you will also 
find the links for the livestreaming of each service listed here.   
 

Palm Sunday, March 28 – 9 am and 11 am  
Maundy Thursday, April 1 – 7:30 pm  

Good Friday, April 2 – 12 pm and 7:30 pm  
Easter Vigil Walk, April 3 – 9 am  

Easter Sunday, April 4 – 8 am, 9:30 am, and 11 am  

 
 
 

http://www.covidmclean.com/


Please Remember to Pray…. 

Prayers for the safe distribution of vaccines to counter the virus, successful therapeutic remedies, and plentiful 
medical supplies across the nation. 
 

Prayers for our nation as we seek positive ways to promote change and unity. 
 

Prayers for the unemployed and the underemployed and those suffering from mental health issues. 
Prayers for all those facing persecution and ethnic cleansing atrocities. 
 
Prayer List Note: 
To add names to this list you may  email or telephone the church office.  We want all our prayers to be current —so please keep us up 
to date on those whom you have added to our prayer list.  With the exception of safety prayers for our military, we will remove names 
after one month unless we hear from you.  We are prepared to pray indefinitely.   

For Healing: 
 

David Alexander 
Pat Anastasia 
Erica Augustenborg Epstein 
Sophie Belzberg 
Patrick Blakey 
Spencer Blessing 
Keith Bornmann 
Marilyn Court 
Dan 
Christian Del Voie 
Daniel Devine 
Eli 
Ernie 
Sara Fahey 
Katie Gorsline 
Joyce Gleason 
Eve Green 
Greg 
Jayne Howard 
Gloria Jones 
Jenny 
Joel 
Karen 
Kennedy 
Velma Koenig 
Matt Kutscher 
Trish Layton 
Margaret 
Coletta Miller 
Michael Miller 
Cheryl “Cheri” Moe 
Jolene Mullins  
LaTiahna Nelson 
Carmen and Frank Ortiz 
Elizabeth Reed 
Joe Royal 
Karin Ryding 
Marie Schneider 
Sara 
Shawn 
Teri 
Marilyn Surgener 
JT 
Roger Ubben 
Barbara and Richard Utyro 
Cindy Waldron 
 
 
 

For Comfort in Death: 
 

The family and friends of Clyde McCray, Jr  
The family and friends of Gene Wen 
The family and friends of Maryon Schneider 
The family and friends of Milton Schultz, Jr 
The family and friends of Willie Snell 
The family and friends of Edward 
 
 

For Comfort and Strength: 
 

ABPA Brian’s son 
Gwen Brown 
The Heier Family 
Julie Leonard 
Joyce Rienits  
Sarah and Jenny 
Anna and Stephen 
Carol and Don Stocks 
For those suffering from mental illness 
 

For Comfort and Peace: 
 

Anna Bowler 
Bertha 
Susan 
Ray Tiernan  
Rick Granholm 
Edward and Family 
 

For Safety: 
 

For all refugees 
For all our military and diplomatic people throughout the world 
For all serving as police officers 
Captain Daniel Bader 
Jon Walsh 
Brandon White 
 

For those healing from the coronavirus: 
 

Aaron and Kia    
The Alexander Family   
Beau      
Steve and Mary  
Evelyn Mastakas  
Goon Family    
Kevin     
Linus Jankord  
Todd and Laura Sorflaten 
Marsha  
Michael 
Lisa Galofaro and family   
Okoye Family  
Tom and Ray 
Wen Family 

 
 

For those caring for patients  
suffering from coronavirus: 
 

Dominic, Elizabeth and Ian  
Leslie Kuhagen 
Karin Kutscher 
Guilia Manfredini  
Sharon 
Tara and family 


