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Adapted from ELCA Resource Troubling the 
Waters for the Healing of the Church  

Fourth Sunday in Lent  
(Examining Attitudes of Privilege)  

 

Every so often in the lectionary, we read the story of the 
Canaanite woman who approached Jesus for help 
(Matthew 15: 21-28). Matthew’s story of Jesus’ encounter 
with her is difficult because it’s not consistent with who 
we think Jesus is. First, he doesn’t respond. Second, he 
says his mission is primarily to the “house of Israel,” and 
third, he makes a clear racial preference for the Jews ver-
sus the Gentiles, or the “other” (children and dogs, vs.26). 
Finally, he recognizes her great faith and heals her daugh-
ter. Matthew was likely making the point that the new 
Christian movement also included the “Gentiles”—of 
whatever race, country or culture. This text helps us exam-
ine our attitudes on privilege in our daily lives, church and 
society. 
 

John Lewis once said, “Faith is being so sure of what the 
spirit has whispered in your heart that your belief in its 
eventuality is unshakable.” It was the persistent voice of 
this courageous Gentile woman that captures our attention. 
How do our privilege and stereotypes of “the other” affect 
the way we respond? Are we open and willing to listen? Or 
do we respond like the disciples and want to send them 
away to someone else? Are we resistant and wanting to 
avoid and not interact as Jesus did initially? Seeing our-
selves as a member of a group benefiting from privilege is 
a challenge. We have been conditioned to define ourselves 
as individuals, not as a group. Defining ourselves apart 
from “those other White people” allows us to see others as 
racist but not to see ourselves as racist. Courageously ex-
ploring who we are begins and ends in baptismal waters. 
 

Midweek Lenten Services 
March 17 - March 24 

7 pm to 8 pm  
 

For the next two weeks, we will meet every Wednesday 
evening for a total of 60 minutes. The first 30 minutes will 
be a brief study that includes an exploration of our  
heritage, how God opened the Kingdom of God to all  
people, and the Biblical understanding of justice. Members 
of our church will lead the different Bible sessions. For the 
next 30 minutes we will transition to Evening Prayer. One 
of our cantors will join us to offer live music. All sessions 
will be via Zoom. Please contact Pastor Kessinger if you 
would like to join us. 

 
 
 

Facebook 
 

Stay in touch with Redeemer on Facebook, 
 https://www.facebook.com/
LutheranChurchoftheRedeemerMcLean 
 

Year End Contribution Statements  
 

Year End Statements were mailed to all members in mid Janu-
ary. Delays with US Postal Service deliveries have impacted 
some members receiving their statements. If you have not re-
ceived your statement yet, please reach out to Sara Nail, our 
Financial Coordinator, to get another copy sent to you by mail 
or email. Sara can be reached at Sara@redeemerrnclean.org or 
or 703/356-3346.  
. 

Holy Week Schedule 
In-Person, Livestreamed, Videotaped 

 

As more and more people are vaccinated, please remember 
that we will continue to wear our masks and social distance at 
all times.  Hand sanitizers are also located throughout our 
building for your convenience.  As we approach Holy Week, 
on Palm Sunday palms will be placed inside the bulletins.  On 
Good Friday the 12 pm service will offer Holy Communion 
that was consecrated (blessed) on Maundy Thursday.  On 
Good Friday at 7:30 pm we will offer the Tenebrae Service 
(the Service of Shadows).  The Easter Vigil Walk will be out-
side as we walk through downtown McLean.  On Easter Sun-
day the first two services will be traditional and the 11 am 
service will be contemporary.  Please go to our website to sign
-up for in-person worship.  On our website you will also find 
the links for the livestreaming of each service listed here.   
 

Palm Sunday, March 28 – 9 am and 11 am  
Maundy Thursday, April 1 – 7:30 pm  

Good Friday, April 2 – 12 pm and 7:30 pm  
Easter Vigil Walk, April 3 – 9 am  

Easter Sunday, April 4 – 8 am, 9:30 am, and 11 am  
 

COVID Testing Site 
 

You will note in our smaller parking lot a tent and small  
portable office.  We are a site for rapid COVID-19  
testing.  More details about how this came about are in the 
March newsletter. Our members are welcome to be tested if 
you have a need. No appointments are necessary. 
 

Wednesday Morning Bible Study 
March 17 at 8 am 

 

Our Wednesday AM Bible Study will meet this week at  
8 am. If you have not participated in the class to date, please 
feel free to join us at any time. Just send an email to Pastor  
Kessinger and she will send you the Zoom link.  

 

https://www.facebook.com/LutheranChurchoftheRedeemerMcLean
https://www.facebook.com/LutheranChurchoftheRedeemerMcLean


Please Remember to Pray…. 

Prayers for the safe distribution of vaccines to counter the virus, successful therapeutic remedies, and plentiful 
medical supplies across the nation. 
 

Prayers for our nation as we seek positive ways to promote change and unity. 
 

Prayers for the unemployed and the underemployed and those suffering from mental health issues. 
Prayers for all those facing persecution and ethnic cleansing atrocities. 
 
Prayer List Note: 
To add names to this list you may  email or telephone the church office.  We want all our prayers to be current —so please keep us up 
to date on those whom you have added to our prayer list.  With the exception of safety prayers for our military, we will remove names 
after one month unless we hear from you.  We are prepared to pray indefinitely.   

For Healing: 
David Alexander 
Pat Anastasia 
Erica Augustenborg Epstein 
Sophie Belzberg 
Patrick Blakey 
Spencer Blessing 
Keith Bornmann 
Vic and Michael Cavallo  
Marilyn Court 
Dan 
Christian Del Voie 
Daniel Devine 
Eli 
Ernie 
Sara Fahey 
Katie Gorsline 
Joyce Gleason 
Eve Green 
Greg 
Jayne Howard 
Jenny 
Joel 
Karen 
Kennedy 
Velma Koenig 
Matt Kutscher 
Trish Layton 
Margaret 
Coletta Miller 
Michael Miller 
Cheryl “Cheri” Moe 
Jolene Mullins  
LaTiahna Nelson 
Carmen and Frank Ortiz 
Elizabeth Reed 
Rev. Robert Richter 
Joe Royal 
Karin Ryding 
Marie Schneider 
Sara 
Shawn 
Sister Marcella 
Teri 
Marilyn Surgener 
JT 
Roger Ubben 
Barbara and Richard Utyro 
Cindy Waldron 
 
 

For Comfort in Death: 
The family and friends of Clyde McCray, Jr  
The family and friends of  Gene Wen 
The family and friends of Maryon Schneider 
The family and friends of Milton Schultz, Jr 
The family and friends of Willie Snell 
 
 

For Comfort and Strength: 
ABPA team, Brian’s son 
Gwen Brown 
The Heier Family 
Julie Leonard 
Joyce Rienits  
Sarah and Jenny 
Anna and Stephen 
Carol and Don Stocks 
For those suffering from mental illness 
 

For Comfort and Peace: 
Anna Bowler 
Bertha 
Susan 
Ray Tiernan  
Rick Granholm 
Edward and Family 
 

For Safety: 
For all refugees 
For all our military and diplomatic people 
throughout the world 
For all serving as police officers 
Captain Daniel Bader 
Jon Walsh 
Brandon White 
 

For those healing from the  
coronavirus: 
Aaron and Kia    
The Alexander Family   
Beau      
Steve and Mary  
Evelyn Mastakas  
Goon Family    
Kevin     
Linus Jankord  
Todd and Laura Sorflaten 
Marsha  
Michael 
Lisa Galofaro and family   
Okoye Family  
Tom and Ray 
Wen Family 

For those caring for patients 
suffering from coronavirus: 
Dominic, Elizabeth and Ian  
Leslie Kuhagen 
Karin Kutscher 
Guilia Manfredini  
Sharon 
Tara and family 


