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ELCA Prayer Ventures for December 15 
 

Give thanks that God is attentive to our prayers, acting as 
our refuge, strength and guide throughout life and in every 
situation. 

New Members  
 
It is part of our mission at Redeemer to welcome all people 
into our church home through worship and our various 
ministries.  For those of you who want to become a mem-
ber of our faith community (or have questions about what 
that means) please contact Pastor Kessinger at the church 
office (703-356-3346) or via email 
(psk@redeemermclean.org).  We will receive new mem-
bers on Sunday, January 19, 2020. 

High School Class  
Today 

 
We encourage our high school youth to attend worship on 
a regular basis.  In addition, Mr. Christian Richter and Kim 
Wenk will meet with them today at 9:45 am in the Teen 
Center. We will put together a new High School class 
schedule for 2020.  In the meanwhile, please mark this date 
on your calendar and hope you can attend! 

Blue Christmas Worship 
Wednesday, December 18, 7:30 pm  

 
As a church we acknowledge that not everyone is in the holi-
day spirit.  The circumstances of our lives may prevent us 
from experiencing the joy of the season.  Over the years this 
worship service has been developed to help those who are 
experiencing a sense of loss.  The service is also meant for 
those who are in a good space this holiday season.  The 
evening gives all of us an opportunity to settle our hearts and 
recapture the true essence of the season.  Everyone is wel-
come to attend this service that offers hope to all.   Bring 

Gifts of Hope   2019 
 
Your support of Gifts of Hope is a way of supporting 19 
beneficiary organizations of the Metropolitan  Washington 
DC, Synod, ELCA.  These funds are used to better the lives 
of others:  children, students, adults, or elderly; vulnerable, 
homeless or abused; unemployed or underemployed; with 
justice, grace and compassion.  100% of the funds raised in 
the congregation goes to the designated organization. 
 
Gifts of Hope is an alternative to traditional gift-giving.  
There are a variety of organizations at a variety of prices that 
you can choose from.  You choose the designated organiza-
tion, make a contribution, and receive a holiday card to give 
to your friends or loved ones.  Visit the Gifts of Hope table 
in the Crossroads to participate in Gifts of Hope or for more 
information.   

Year End Financial Picture 
 

We at Redeemer try to be faithful in our stewardship as 
demonstrated through our offerings of our time, talent, 
and treasure. As we have experienced in the past, we 
now are at the end of our fiscal year and Redeemer fac-
es a shortfall between our actual expenses and the total 
contributions received to date. As an update to the re-
cent letter from the Stewardship Team, we have re-
duced our projected year end operating shortfall from 
$180,079 to $164,830. Each and every gift is important 
and together we can end the year on a positive note. We 
have done it before and we hope we can do it again this 
year. Thank you for all that you do to support Redeemer 
and our mission together. 

Redeemer Electronic Giving Options 
 
Forgot your checkbook? There are two ways to give elec-
tronically at Redeemer: 
 
1. Automate your giving through our website. Simply go to 
RedeemerMcLean.org and choose"About Us" and then fol-
low the instructions for the "Give On-line" option.  
2. Make your weekly or a one-time offering to the church 
via your smart phone. The steps are simple: 
    a) Download the free app “Give+” from the Apple App 
Store or Google Play. 
    b) Search by name “Lutheran Church of the Redeemer” 
and select "McLean, VA". 
    c) Either select "Create Account" for reoccurring giving or 
select "Give Now" for a one time donation. 
    d) Click on the "+" sign in the upper right hand corner to 
see the list of available funds for donation.  
 
We are offering both of these secure options through a trust-
ed payment processor that Redeemer has worked with for 
many years. You can choose to use your checking account (a 
less costly option for the church) or your  
credit card. Thank you considering these new ways to sup-
port Redeemer! 

Results of Vote on Call Committee 
 
Last week we held a Special Congregational Meeting to 
elect members to the Call Committee for an Associate Pas-
tor.  The number of ballots cast were 139.  138 voted to 
adopt the slate of candidates and there was 1 absten-
tion.  As a result the following members are now on the 
Call Committee:  Mitch Brown, Sabine Detweiler, Laura 
Duval (president), Chris Hunter, Ann Lawrence, Charles 
Lettow, Luther Markwart, Diane Miller, and Lara Pau-
kovits.  We will keep you posted on our progress towards 
the call of an Associate Pastor.   
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Bible Talk 
 

We’re in the last month in the Bible in a Year activity.  We con-
tinue to read some of the Old Testament prophets who called for 
repentance and reminded the people of the promise of a Messiah.  
We continue reading in Revelation of the return of Jesus Christ.   
 
Adult Walk and Talk – Please contact Nancy Power 
(npower6803@verizon.net) to ask if the group will be meeting 
one more time this year at 10:00 a.m. on Tuesday (Dec. 17) to 
walk to StarNut.  It is her hope that these Walk and Talk sessions 
will continue in 2020. 

 
A reading list giving sections of the Old Testament and the New 
Testament plus verses from Psalms and Proverbs is posted on 
Redeemer’s website under Bible Talk.  There is also a link there 
giving the readings for the full year.  Information for the next 
week is listed below.  
 

         Bible Talk readings for December 15-21, 2019 

 Next Men’s Breakfast 
January 11 - 8 am 

 
All men are invited to Madison Deli at 8:00 am on January 11 for  
breakfast and an hour of informal conversation.  Get to know some 
of the other men who attend worship at Redeemer. Do not hesitate 
to invite your friends.  All men are welcome.  

Adult Mission Trip 
 
Many Redeemer members have inquired about mission trip oppor-
tunities – if you are one of them, here’s a chance for you to put 
your good will into action! 
 
Experience Mission is an organization that leads and mobilizes 
volunteers all over the world, and from January to August 2020 
they are focusing on hurricane relief on Grand Bahama Island. EM 
is partnered with GBI’s St. Cleveland Baptist Church to coordinate 
locally. Together they “ask that you come with a servant's heart 
and willingness to adapt to the unique qualities represented in the 
Bahamas.”  
 
We need at least six people on our team to fill one of their Sunday-
Friday time slots. Groups of 7-8 should include a skilled partici-
pant who can help guide a construction project. Participants must 
be 16 or older, and the cost is $799/person plus airfare. The cost 
covers ground transportation in country, food, lodging, supplies 
and leadership. 
 
Lodging is provided at a local church, and breakfast and dinner are 
served there. Bag lunches are provided on the work site. Electricity 
and water are still limited, but there is enough for periodic showers 
a few days a week; electricity is not available 24/7. 
 
If you want to do more research on this trip please go to https://
experiencemission.org/mission-trips/hurricane-relief-bahamas. 
If you are interested in participating in a Bahamas Reconstruction 
Mission Trip please contact Liz Holzapfel at 
 woodapple1@verizon.net. Dates are flexible at the moment so the 
sooner we have enough people interested, the sooner we can settle 
on a date. I suggest March or April, as it gets warmer once we get 
into the late spring and summer. 

Christmas Decorations 
 
Elves needed to decorate the Church for Christmas next Satur-
day morning and Sunday afternoon  - No experience required 
for these tasks.  Just come and bring your enthusiasm on Sun-
day 12/22 starting immediately after the 11 service till work is 
finished!  We are especially in need of a couple of people who 
enjoy working from ladders (to hang the garland and decorate 
the tree in the crossroads) but there are plenty of tasks to keep 
lots of hands busy.  Please let Phyllis Peter-Mallard 
(ppetermallard@yahoo.com ) know if you can help out. 

Reindeer Romp 5K & 10K 
 
An opportunity for runners to help benefit Operation Enduring 
Warrior.  Proceeds from the race go towards rehabilitation 
programs designed to help veterans overcome adversity and 
hardship.  On December 21st, go for a run along the C&O ca-
nal and support a great cause.  For more information on how to 
register for this event click on 
 https://www.bishopseventregistrations.com/event/2019-
Reindeer-Romp-5k--10k  

December 15 December 16 

    Micah 1:1-4:13 
    Revelation 6:1-17 
    Psalm 134:1-3 
    Proverbs 30:1-4 

    Micah 5:1-7:20 
    Revelation 7:1-17 
    Psalm 135:1-21 
    Proverbs 30:5-6 

    

December 17 December 18 

    Nahum 1:1-3:19 
    Revelation 8:1-13 
    Psalm 136:1-26 
    Proverbs 30:7-9 

    Habakkuk 1:1-3:19 
    Revelation 9:1-21 
    Psalm 137:1-9 
    Proverbs 30:10 

    

December 19 December 20 

    Zephaniah 1:1-3:20 
    Revelation 10:1-11 
    Psalm 138:1-8 
    Proverbs 30:11-14 

    Haggai 1:1-2:23 
    Revelation 11:1-19 
    Psalm 139:1-24 
    Proverbs 30:15-16 

    

December 21   

    Zechariah 1:1-21 
    Revelation 12:1-17 
    Psalm 140:1-13 
    Proverbs 30:17 

  

Christian Formation for Adults  
 The TableTalk Group 

New Series on Early Christian Writings 
9:45 am in Room 204 

 
Join us for a series on the writings of the Church Fa-
thers and other Christians during the first centuries of 
the church.  All are welcome to attend. 
 
Dec 15  Heresy and Orthodoxy - 
   Trinitarian Controversy ll 
Dec. 22  No Class 
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This  Week  at  Redeemer Upcoming Events 

Ministers: The People of Redeemer Church 
703-356-3346       church@redeemermclean.org     www.redeemermclean.org 

Position Name Contact Information 

Senior Pastor Pastor Sandy Kessinger 
703-635-4672 
psk@redeemermclean.org 

Facilities Director Bill Parks bparks@redeemermclean.org 

Office  Manager Carol D’Amico cdamico@redeemermclean.org 

Director of Music Matt Osifchin mosifchi@hotmail.com   

Director of Preschool Tammie Koenig tkoenig@redeemermclean.org 

Director of After-School Program Linda Mcconnaughay lmcconnaughay@redeemermclean.org 

Facilities Host James DeGrafft jpdegrafft@live.com 

 Financial Coordinator Sara Nail sara@redeemermclean.org 

Organist Joy Mentzel joymentzel@gmail.com 

Youth Choir Director Amy Tribie atribie@gmail.com 

Bell Choir Director Waka Osifchin waka.soprano@gmail.com 

 

Sun        12/15 8:30a Traditional Service        Nave 
  9:45a Contemporary Service   Nave 
  11:00a     Traditional Service         Nave 
  2:00p Cub Scouts                    Classroom 204 
  4:00p I Drive Smart                 Classroom 202  
             
Mon       12/16 6:30p Aerobics                          Conference Room 
  6:30p MOJO Volleyball            Parents’ Hall  
     
Tue        12/17 6:30p MOJO Volleyball            Parents’ Hall  
  7:00p Boy Scout Troop 1916    Fellowship Hall 
   
Wed       12/18 7:00p Hadi Meditation             Classroom 204 
  7:30p Blue Christmas Nave 
  8:00p Al-Anon                          Classroom 204 
 
Thu        12/19 5:00p Teen CBS                       RLC 
  7:00p Bell Choir                       Music Suite A 
  7:45p Traditional Choir            Music Suite B 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
12/18  Blue Christmas (7:30 pm) 
 
 

Christmas Celebrations at Redeemer 
 

 During the holiday season, Redeemer will offer several holiday services: 
  
 December 18 - Blue Christmas Service at 7:30 pm 
 December 24 - Christmas Eve Services 
  4 pm - Children’s Christmas Pageant 
  6, 8, 10 pm - Traditional Candlelight Service 
 December 25 - Christmas Day Service, Wednesday at 10 am 
 December 29 - Lessons and Carols, Sunday  (one service at 10 am) 
 December 31 - New Year’s Eve Worship, Tuesday at 5 pm 
    All are welcome! 



For Safety: 
For all refugees 
For all our military and diplomatic people throughout the world 
For all serving as police officers 
Captain Daniel Bader 
Captain Nolan Bader 
Jon Walsh 
Brandon White 

Prayer List Note: 
To add names to this list, use the Prayer Request book located in the Crossroads. You may also email or tele-
phone the church office.  We will forward your request to the email prayer chain.  We want all our prayers to be 
appropriate—so please keep us up to date on those whom you have added to our prayer list.  With the exception 
of safety prayers for our military, we will remove names after one month unless we hear from you.  We are pre-
pared to pray indefinitely.   

Redeemer members, 
Please call Redeemer’s office to let us know when you are in the hospital or if you know of a 
member who is in the hospital.  We want to provide all members with a pastoral presence and 
prayer in times of need.  Also, please let us know if a member is homebound, so that we can visit 
and provide Holy Communion.  Thank you for your partnership in our caring ministry.   
 - Pastor Sandy Kessinger 

Please Remember to Pray…. 

For Comfort and Peace: 
Bertha 
Christina Gardner 
The Gates Family 
Susan 
Joann Shupp 
Leo St. Jean 

For Comfort and Strength: 
For those suffering from mental illness 
Gwen Brown 
Sarah and Jenny 
Sissy,  Rebecca and Rachel  
Richard Skelton 

For Comfort in Death: 
The family and friends of Sam Artz 
The family and friends of Dan Durman 
The family and friends of Bob Prince 

For Healing: 
Ginny Berg 
Patrick Blakey 
Keith Bornmann 
Cheryl Bungum 
Joanna Chlebus 
Chelsea 
Lori Clarke 
Vera Connolly 
Michelle Crone 
Russell Cummings 
For the mother of Anuhya Dondapati 
Jim Dwyer 
David Esch 
Nick Furth 
Betty Gates 
Joyce Gleason 
Doug Green 
Kathy Gross 
Kirk Gunderson 
George Hall 
Art Headley 
Jessie 
Jonah 
Karen 
Bill Kirby 
Matthew Kutscher 
Lucia 
Audrey Markwart 
Coletta Miller 
Lusbi Pena 
John Pittman 
Rick 
Rev. Robert Richter 
Karin Ryding 
Declan Smith 
Roger Ubben 
Barbara Utyro  
 
 
 


