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Call to order:  Welcome and Opening Hymn  

 

Consent agenda:  to be approved as a whole, unless items are removed for  fur ther  discussion:  

 Pastor’s Report (Pastor Sandy Kessinger) 

 President of the Council Report (Matthew Kratz) 

 Ministry Reports (as printed in Annual Report) 

 

Items to be presented: 

 Vision for 2019 (Pastor Kessinger) 

 Treasurer’s Report (Dean Graves) 

 Ministry highlights 

 

Proposed action items: 

 

Recommendations for Council from the Nominating Committee (Gordon Jones) 

 Laura Duval (3-year term) 

 Ellen Kennedy (3-year term) 

 Nathan Paukovits (3-year term) 

 Liz Holzapfel (1-year term) 

 Annabel Richter (Youth Representative) 

 

Recommendations for Endowment Fund from the Nominating Committee (Gordon Jones) 

 Tammie Koenig 

 Carol Smith 

 

Election of voting members to the 2019 Synod Assembly 

 Robin Taylor 

 Harold Hofstad 

 Max Miller 

 Eric Thronson 

 Stephanie Hunter 

 Chris Hunter 

 

Presentation of Proposed 2019 Budget (Cindy Waldron) 

 Adoption of 2019 Budget 

 

Adjourn with prayer 
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Minutes from the Annual Congregational Meeting  

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer 

February 4, 2018 
 

Call to order 

The congregational meeting was opened at 12:05pm with a prayer from Pastor Kessinger. 

Council President Matthew Kratz welcomed members and remarked on all the wonderful ministries we have at Redeem-

er and the way we touch others outside our walls. Also noting that it is an exciting time at Redeemer.  

 

Consent agenda 

Matthew then presented the agenda for the meeting, calling attention to the materials in the printed Annual report includ-

ing the minutes of last year’s congregational meeting, and made a motion to approve. The motion was seconded and then 

unanimously approved. 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

Rob Wenk presented the Treasurer’s report (pgs 11-14), thanking the Congregation for their support and financial contri-

butions in December to ensure we covered our 2017 operating expenses. Overall, the Church’s receipts exceeded its ex-

penses by $10,473 and our Operating Fund Working Capital at end of year was $82,207.  

 

Rob also noted to the Congregation that the Church paid down $238,410 of its mortgage in 2017. This included principal 

payments, contributions specified for debt reduction, and a $100,000 advance from Reserve funds (an action recom-

mended by Finance and Administration committee and approved by Council). The mortgage balance as of 12/31/17 is 

$431,735.  Total debt is $831,735 (with $400,000 owed to ourselves).  

 

In closing, Rob encouraged members to submit their 2017 pledges/commitment cards, noting that time and talents are 

greatly needed particularly during Worship services on Sunday. 

 

Questions/clarifications on the Treasurer’s report from the Congregation were taken and answered on the floor. Matthew 

noted that this marks Rob Wenk’s final action as Redeemer’s Treasurer due to term limits and thanked Rob for his ser-

vice and commitment to the position and managing the finances at Redeemer through the years. 

 

Recommendations for Council from the Nominating Committee  

Matthew Kratz gave thanks to the 2017 Council members for being faithful servants and offering their many gifts to 

serve the Congregation. He thanked outgoing Council members, including Dean Graves, Ann Lawrence, Paul Lettow, 

and Linsey Wenk. 

 

Paul Lettow was then called forth as Chair of the Nominating Committee. Paul acknowledged the members of the com-

mittee: Ann Lawrence, Shawna Tunnell, and Elizabeth Carroll. The committee met and prayerfully considered nomina-

tions for 4 open Council seats. The committee’s recommendations for new 2018 Council Members include Mitchell 

Brown, Joseph Kratz (youth representative), Roberta Pittman, and Rob Wenk. All nominees have been deeply involved 

and active in Redeemer’s ministries. Paul noted that the committee was honored they are willing to serve on Council. 

Their biographies are included on page 16 of the 2017 Annual Report.  

 

Matthew Kratz called for additional nominees from the floor (for which there were none) and then called for a voice vote 

of all 4 candidates. The motion was seconded and result was a unanimous Aye vote. 

 

Pastor Sandy Kessinger noted that Council members would be installed at next Sunday’s services. She also updated the 

Congregation on the results of the youth Souper Bowl Sunday fundraiser. Results were $162.01 for the Patriots and 

$407.01 for the Eagles, resulting in a total of $569.02 raised for our local food banks. 

 

Election of voting members to the 2018 Synod Assembly 

Matthew Kratz then presented the recommendations for Redeemer’s voting members to 2018 Synod Assembly: Harold 

Hofstad, Chris Hunter, Stephanie Hunter, Max Miller, Florence Ofili-Toviho, and Robin Taylor. The nominees were all 

recommended by Pastor Kessinger to the Council. Matthew called for a voice vote, the motion was seconded, and the 

result was a unanimous Aye vote. These members will represent Redeemer at the Synod Assembly in June. 
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Presentation and Adoption of Proposed 2018 Budget 

Cindy Waldron was then asked to present the budget for 2018 (pg 15). Cindy thanked Rob Wenk for his service and 

leadership to the Finance and Administration committee at Redeemer, noting appreciation for his efforts and commit-

ment to debt reduction that have put Redeemer in a positive financial position. 

The 2018 budget stands at $1,079,528, representing a 2.53% overall increase from last year’s budget. Changes noted: 1) 

the Parish Staff budget was increased to account for an annual increase for staff and an increase in hours for Deacon 

Erin Swenson-Reinhold; 2) Worship budget was increased to allocate funds for robe replacement; and 3) Music budget 

was decreased after the one-time increase in 2017 for bell maintenance. Cindy also called attention to 2 items on the rev-

enue side: 1) Facility use fees are a major part of our projected revenues and 2) that the budget requires $99,176 in addi-

tional contributions over what we received last year.  

 

Matthew then opened the floor for questions: 

 A question was asked about the underspend every year in the youth budget. Cindy clarified that this is due to the 

success of our youth fundraisers; those funds are not included in the Church budget. Our youth have been able to 

cover expenses for youth activities through these fundraisers the last several years, but we do not wish our budget to 

penalize them for this success and we want to ensure they have these funds if they are needed. 

 A concern was raised about the additional contributions needed to meet the budget expenses and how this is man-

aged. Cindy noted that the F&A committee ensures judicious spending on expenses until a better picture of revenues 

in known.  

 

Matthew Kratz confirmed there were no other questions. He noted that the budget as presented was approved by the 

Council for vote at today’s meeting and called for a voice vote. The motion was seconded and the budget passed after a 

unanimous Aye vote. Matthew expressed his thanks to Cindy for many years of service and for agreeing to continue in 

her role. 

 

Other Business 

Diane Miller, a 25-year member of Redeemer, spoke on her personal journey of faith experienced through Redeemer’s 

faith huddles/conversations, both as a participant and co-leader. The ministry is similar to how Jesus called and made 

disciples and how they changed the course of history. Faith huddles call on us to be more Christ-like in our life and to 

not only listen to what God is saying but reflect on what you are going to do about it. Faith in the spirit huddles take 

place on Sundays at 12:15. Additional groups to follow in 2018. 

 

Robin Taylor provided perspectives on the commemoration of the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation. She highlight-

ed how the Reformation began with a debate on the use of indulgences that led to Martin Luther’s writing of the 95 The-

ses and his eventual excommunication. These events radically altered the community of the Christian church, broke 

down hierarchy and called for a vocation of ministry for all. We are called within and through the church. The commem-

oration was a unique opportunity to think about where we have come from and where we are as a church. Robin also 

highlighted that the Table Talk group meets each Sunday during the 9:45 service and is beginning a series on Lutherans 

around the world. 

 

Deanna Heier spoke to the congregation about activities held in 2017 by the Social Concerns committee to raise aware-

ness and address the needs of refugee families abroad and those resettling here in the DC-metro area. With Pastor Sandy 

Kessinger’s and the Council’s support, she announced that the Congregation will be enrolling in the Lutheran Social 

Services Good Neighbor Program in 2018, providing support in welcoming a new refugee family in our community. 

Pastor Kessinger thanked Redeemer staff and recognized those present at the meeting: Tammie Koenig (Director of Pre-

school for over 20 years) and Matt Osifchin (Director of Music). Deacon Erin Swenson-Reinhold could not attend due 

to travel issues returning from California. 

 

Matthew Kratz presented updates to Redeemer’s Constitution as called for by action of the ELCA and our synod. 

Changes included updates to standardize terminology around Ministers of Word and Sacrament (Pastors) and Ministers 

of Word and Service (Deacons) and the addition of a new membership category called “Seasonal members” to allow for 

shared membership with multiple churches. Questions and clarifications were addressed at the meeting. Matthew then 

called for a voice vote which was seconded and the changes to the Constitution were unanimously approved. 
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Matthew Kratz provided information on the New Connections Synod Campaign. The program seeks to grow the church 

by bringing people together to form new connections and includes a goal of starting 3 new churches in the DC-metro 

area. Matthew thanked Redeemer members Florence Ofili-Toviho and Greg Adams for gathering information on the pro-

gram and highlighted that a Redeemer task force would be formed to discuss Redeemer’s goals and involvement in the 

program. Pastor Kessinger highlighted our first New Connections initiative which was spearheaded by youth member 

Linsey Wenk. Linsey researched and developed a flyer highlighting Redeemer’s Lenten/Easter activities and secured its 

mailing to 5,000 homes within a one-mile radius of the church. 

 

Betsy Kutscher provided an update on the stained glass window project noting that the company would be coming this 

month to perform a pilot installation of one of the windows. Full installation is being planned for after Easter with a 

blessing and dedication target date of May 20th (Pentecost Sunday). 

 

The meeting was then adjourned at 1:07pm. 



6 

2018 ANNUAL REPORT 

PASTOR SANDY KESSINGER 

February 10, 2019 

What does the Lord require of us? 

To do justice, to love kindness, and to walk humbly with our God 

 

As I reflect on this past year, this Scripture passage from Micah 6:8 comes immediately to mind.  We used our resources 

wisely to benefit others in our community, we showed our love for God through love of neighbor, and we continue to of-

fer opportunities to deepen our faith.  What I do is just a small portion of the work of the whole church so let me start with 

words of thanksgiving for everyone who offers their time and spiritual gifts to fulfill our mission.  Our ministry staff is 

dedicated and committed to doing their jobs well.  Our council members deliberate on all the issues that come before us as 

we manage and maintain a large facility, give oversight to our ministries, and ensure that we are make good and proper 

use of our financial resources.  And our members lead with integrity and purpose. 

 

We address justice issues through our Social Concerns ministry and in our study of Scripture.  In this report we will hear 

more about our increased partnership with Lutheran Social Services as we took steps to concretely help a refugee family 

move into our area.  We fed the hungry through our local efforts and through Rise Against Hunger.  We supported agen-

cies and institutions that minister to people of all ages who are in need.  And we continued to study the Bible to learn what 

the Lord requires of us.  Both the Overview of the Bible class and the regular Bible studies that were held throughout the 

year engaged us in conversations that motivated us to be agents of change and to lead with our passions.  Outside of our 

Bible studies we formed new small group faith conversations that explored the path towards discipleship.    

 

As we look back on 2018 the world has given us reason to pause and reflect on how we can better share the good news of 

Jesus Christ in word and deed.  Our desire to be open and welcoming is placed alongside our desire to ensure the safety of 

all the people who come here to worship and who use our church building outside of a Sunday morning.  I have attended 

more community meetings on Safety and Security than ever before.  Fairfax County has called together the houses of wor-

ship in our area to talk about specific ways we can be more secure.  We held a training session with all of our staff and the 

teachers in the Preschool and Afterschool programs to learn what to watch for and how to respond in case of an emergen-

cy. We will continue to work with our local police and county officials as we review and refine our policies. 

 

At the same time we want to balance our concerns over safety with our desire to welcome all people to Redeemer.  We 

have increased the number of greeters who physically open the doors for you and offer you a warm greeting as you enter 

our building.  Even more important is the way we greet and offer hospitality to those who come for special events such as 

funerals and weddings.  In September we had the unique opportunity to welcome some of the members of the Temple 

Rodef Shalom who used our gym as worship space for two of their high holy days, Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur.  We 

had volunteers at every corner of our space to greet our guests and to make them feel at home with us.  And we entered 

their house of worship along with 2,000 others to stand in solidarity with them after the mass shooting took place at the 

temple in Pittsburgh.  We have a strong commitment at Redeemer to work with other faith traditions to bear witness to the 

gospel message of peace and justice. 

 

As God walks with me through my ministry I continue to enjoy my time with people.  It starts with worship as we gather 

around Word and Sacrament.  It takes me into the homes of those who cannot attend services due to health concerns.  It 

leads me to schedule different times to eat with groups of people or individuals just for a conversation.  Instead of a mis-

sion trip this past year I went with our high school youth to the ELCA Youth Gathering in Houston, Texas.  We were mo-

tivated by the worship and speakers, encouraged by the witness of the ministries of the larger church, and just enjoyed our 

time together.   
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As God walks with me outside of Redeemer I serve the synod as a Synod Council member and as a member of the Exec-

utive Committee.  I attend Conference meetings which include the gathering of ELCA pastors in our geographical area.  

And after being trained as a coach I now work with two pastors to help them determine direction for their ministry and/

or personal lives.   

Outside of the immediate area, my ministry was enriched when I had the opportunity to travel to Israel.  Along with my 

daughters we were able to experience the holy sites found in Jerusalem, Tel Aviv, and the cities around the Sea of Gali-

lee.   

 

In the midst of our worship, my visitation schedule, the preparation it takes to write sermons and Bible study lessons, my 

presence at meetings and time with people in general, it is my responsibility to oversee the work of our staff.  Marlon 

Yearwood had been our Youth Mentor for several years but wanted to pursue a full-time training program that would 

help him become a mission developer.  After his departure we formed a task force to develop a new job description, re-

ceive names of potential candidates for the position, review resumes, interview and recommend a final candidate to be-

come our Director of Youth Ministry.  Amanda Gebhart was offered the position, accepted our offer and started with us 

on November 1.  She is already working hard to make connections with our youth.  She works closely with Deacon Erin 

and with me as we coordinate our efforts to help our youth become better acquainted with God and with each other. 

 

Deacon Erin is also going through changes to move from Word and Service ministry to Word and Sacrament ministry.  

She completed her internship and seminary courses.  She has been approved by the Candidacy Committee and we await 

the official word from the ELCA that she has been assigned to our region and synod.  As outlined in the January news-

letter our council and congregation will need to take the next steps to determine if we continue our work with her in her 

new role.  Deacon Erin was called to help me and our congregation with some of the responsibilities I could not attend to 

well without that extra support.  She has made a significant impact on the faith formation of our young families as well 

as with all of our members through her presence, her worship leadership and preaching.   

 

I offer this report to you knowing that it does not fully share with you all that I do as your pastor.  However I hope it 

gives you a sense that I love what I do and I love the people who partner with me in this work we do as followers of 

Christ.  I am grateful for your support and may the coming year be just as enriching for us in worship and in mission.   

 

Yours in Christ – Pastor Sandy Kessinger 
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2018 STATISTICS 

 

End of 2017  Total baptized membership   1,185 

   Confirmed members      886 

   Average Weekly Worship     300 

 

End of 2018  Total baptized membership   1,206 

   Confirmed members      902 

   Average Weekly Worship     298 

 

 

Our Newly Baptized – 10 

Charles Frances Pfaff    January 7 

Everett Theodore Spiros   January 21 

Brynn Marie Lighty    February 25 

Benjamin Augustenborg Epstein  April 8 

Brayden Thomas Stoll   April 8 

Tessa Elizabeth Stoll    April 8 

Tyler Champ Leadbetter   April 8 

Olivia Marie Dotterweich   June 24 

Stella Ava Passante    July 15 

Hannah Rae Ristig    October 21 

 

Our New Members – 19 

John Baker 

Bentley and Kelly Gates 

Amanda Gebhart  

Liz and Chris Hernandi    Clara 

Megan Kuhagen 

Alice Lockard (Associate Member) 

Janelle and Ike Okorie   Autumn and Amara 

Christine and Tom Rice 

Silvia Rodriguez 

Ramona Rovito 

Linda Stennett 

Kara Stoll 



9 

Confirmed in 2018 – 10 

Christopher Kutscher     Anna Detweiler  

Morgan Pence     Matthew Engel 

Walker Pence     Eva Grau 

      Ava Macomber 

      Grace Mykityshyn 

      Peter Shumway 

      Ayodeji Toviho 

       

 

Weddings   

Claire Garbak and Harrison Russell   May 12 

Natalie Lynch and Alan Cole    May 19 

Jessica Goodman and Paul Kohlenberger  October 27 

 

The Faithful Departed – 3  

John Baker * 

Caroline Jean Bauman 

Esther D. Halvorson * 

George W. Lighty, Jr.  

Marian Helen True * 

 

Total Received – 29    Total Removed – 8 

Baptism (children) – 10   Deaths – 3 

Baptism (adult) – 0         Transfers – 5 

Affirmation of Faith – 12         

Transfers to Redeemer – 7 

Statistical Adjustment – 0  
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Greeting in Jesus’ name: 

 

It has been a joy to serve as President of the Congregational Council over the past year. As a member, I am constantly 

amazed at the activity and ministries that occur every day at Redeemer. This past year saw Redeemer members doing 

amazing work and truly witnessing in our church, in our neighborhood and around the world. 

 

This past year saw the installation of our beautiful stained glass windows, which continue to inspire us every time we 

step into the sanctuary. We saw programs old and new fill our church with activity and faith. There are Bible studies, 

dinner groups and so much more that bring members together in faith. We hear the constant celebration of music and 

prayer every Sunday. We touched lives through our refugee support of a local family. And we see the many ways that 

we stretch out into the community, whether through collecting bikes for children or supplies to help those affected by 

storms and natural disasters, and confirm that Christ present in our church. 

 

This year we were able to support Deacon Erin in her internship leading to expand her call into Word and Sacrament. 

We also were able to bring on a new Director of Youth Ministry, Amanda Gebhart. Many Council members were in-

volved in the search and we are excited for the future of our youth program. We are also excited for the future activities 

from the New Connections program, an outreach program started through the Synod. With the ongoing changes in our 

area, and growth in our neighborhood, we should always be a welcoming place of faith and love. 

 

The Congregational Council meets on a monthly basis with ongoing emails and other communications. Together we sup-

ported the ongoing missions of the church, addressed ongoing financial, administrative, staff, and other matters through-

out the year. New and ongoing activities such as the various social concern ministries, the administration of our wonder-

ful preschool and afterschool programs, youth activities and mission trips, and Christian education activities were dis-

cussed on an ongoing basis. This year, as in the past, we had a deficit near the end of the year that you helped to allevi-

ate. Your giving of time and resources is a true gift of the spirit. 

 

Every member of the Congregational Council brings faith and dedication to their role. Members over the past year were: 

Mitch Brown, Karen Detweiler (Secretary), Laura Duval (Vice President), Dean Graves (Treasurer), Deanna Heier, 

Stephanie Hunter, Gordon Jones, Joseph Kratz (Youth Representative), Steve Lancaster, Florence Ofili-Toviho, Roberta 

Pittman, Rob Wenk, Pastor Sandy Kessinger (Senior Pastor), and Matthew Kratz (President). 

 

As President, I do wish to express my appreciation to the Congregation Council for their dedication to Redeemer’s mis-

sion. We talk frankly and honestly and I am blessed to work with such a faithful, caring group of people. I would like to 

express special thanks to our four outgoing members. Deanna Heier brought a focus on service that she will continue to 

bless Redeemer with through the Social Concerns Committee. Gordon Jones was always a voice of experience and 

thoughtfulness. Joseph Kratz brought curiosity and youthful insight that served us well. I also want to thank Dean Graves 

who served as Treasurer this past year. Dean has been a part of the Council and church leadership for years and always 

brought a true sense of mission and faith to everything he did. 

 

Finally, we have the steady and faith filled presence of Pastor Kessinger. She celebrates when there is joy, she comforts 

when there is pain and she leads this church with her dedication to Christ, her humor and her love. We are blessed with 

her leadership, guidance, and support. 

 

2018 was a blessed year and we are grateful to all members. 

 

Yours in Christ,  

Matthew Kratz, President of Church Council 
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Deacon’s Report – Reflections on 2018 
 

It’s been another busy year at Redeemer! I am thankful so thankful for the opportunity to be part of the good work that 

flows from Redeemer.  

 

We’ve enjoyed ongoing growth and development of our Sunday Morning Faith Formation program. I feel blessed to 

work with talented and faith-filled adults and young people as we travel through our stories of faith grounding us in our 

call to serve God and others. It has been a pleasure watching our young people grow in their faith and engage it in new 

and creative ways.  

 

It has been a joy to continue to build relationships with our families, and Building Households of Faith has been a critical 

part of this process. Spending time with our families talking about ways we can incorporate faith practices into our daily 

routines allows us to support one another, encourage one another, and hold each other accountable in practicing these 

skills just like we practice other skills in life.  

 

It has been wonderful being in worship with you on a regular basis as well. As Lutherans, we are called to regularly 

gather around the Bath, Prayer, Word, and Table to encounter our living God. As we meet God through the waters of 

baptism and God’s holy meal, we are fed and nourished to share the Good News with the rest of the world.  

 

On a personal note, since being called to Redeemer, I felt the nudge to engage an intentional period of discernment that 

eventually led me to clarify my call to become a pastor. Over the course of 2018, I finished my internship and additional 

coursework in addition to the remaining candidacy requirements to become approved for ordained ministry in the ELCA. 

I am excited about becoming a pastor and the ministry opportunities ahead.  

 

Thanks for the opportunity to serve you, our neighbors, and God through my work at Redeemer. I look forward to how 

God will continue to use our time together.  

 

Blessings and Peace, 

Deacon Erin Swenson-Reinhold 
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Faith Formation Annual Report 

 

Jesus invites us into daily practices of faith. The ELCA has a vision for lifelong faith formation, and Redeemer has a his-

tory for holding a similar vision. We are blessed with faithful adults and high school students who are committed to 

walking with our young people on this journey of faith. We have worked to create an environment of mutual learning 

where we acknowledge that faith is best learned through respectful relationships, spiritual practices, collaborative learn-

ing, and faith-filled service. 

We’ve incorporated several multi-age events into our Sunday Morning Faith Formation curriculum in addition to two 

multi-age service events. It has been exciting to see our young people leave these events excited and empowered to share 

the Good News with the world around them.  

I feel blessed to work with all the mentors and guides in addition to Jeanne Lighty our Faith Formation coordinator. 

We’ve also been blessed by the addition of Amanda Gebhart as our new Youth Director. She brings a wealth of experi-

ences and a lot of enthusiasm to the ministries at Redeemer. If you are interested in joining our Faith Formation team, 

please let us know.  

Peace, 

Deacon Erin Swenson-Reinhold 
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Finance Ministry Team Annual Report 2018 
 

Cindy Waldron chaired and Dean Graves served as Treasurer for the Finance Ministry Team. The Finance team would 

like to thank Veronique Thomas for her service as Redeemer’s financial accountant.     

       

2018 Summary  

Finance actively monitor Redeemer’s expenses and receipts throughout the year. We worked with the Church Council in 

communicating Redeemer’s finances to the church. The deficit had grown throughout the year, and we entered December 

with a concerning deficit.  However, as a result of Redeemer’s generous members, we ended the year with a surplus of 

$2432.00.  Thank you!  

 

F&A members and staff who participated in activities this year include: 

  

Charlie Brown      Jim Kuhagen     

Dean Graves (Treasurer)             Larry Pittman 

Bob Hahne    Doug Ubben 

Pastor Sandy Kessinger   Cindy Waldron (Chair)  

          

            

The Finance Ministry worked on the following activities in 2018: 

 

 Monitored financial activities throughout the year 

 Submitted and presented monthly financial reports to Church Council 

 Complete an external financial audit of Redeemer’s finances and controls 

 Constructed and approved the 2019 budget 

 Reviewed budgets for preschool and after school programs 

 Helped with reconciliations and updating financials 

 

         

2019 Budget  

The budget was created by using historical knowledge, input from committee members, and feedback from the congrega-

tion. The preliminary budget was reviewed and approved by F&A. Cindy Waldron presented the proposed budget to the 

Church Council on December 10, 2018 and they approved the budget to be presented to the congregation. A final approv-

al by the congregation is needed to complete the budget process.  

         

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Cindy Waldron  
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Lutheran Church of the Redeemer - 2019  Budget 
             

Expenses: 

2017 

Budget 2017 Actual 

2018 

Budget 2018 Actual 2019 Proposed 

Building & Grounds 151,500  125,255  146,100  115,025  139,400  

Education/Worship/Parish 

Life/Youth 25,350  18,521  26,850  20,236  27,150  

Administration 59,350  33,289  56,600  38,530  47,550  

Staff  (Pastoral, Admin, Music) 707,673  705,682  740,477  732,069  808,229  

Social Concerns 24,900  23,128  24,900  25,066  24,900  

Synod Benevolence 57,240  57,240  60,000  60,000  62,000  

Mortgage Payment 116,412  116,413  116,412  116,412  116,412  

Total 1,142,425  1,079,528  1,171,339  1,107,338  1,225,641  

      

Income: 

2017 

Budget 2017 Actual 

2018 

Budget 2018 Actual 2019 Proposed 

Offerings 887,607  910,233  910,233  891,570  891,570  

Pre/After School Contributions 59,000  97,422  61,930  108,610  91,930  

Use Fees and Other Revenues 75,000  82,346  100,000  109,590  105,000  

Total 1,021,607  1,090,001  1,072,163  1,109,770  1,088,500  

            

Summary 

2017 

Budget 2017 Actual 

2018 

Budget 2018 Actual 2019 Proposed 

Income 1,021,607  1,090,001  1,072,163  1,109,770  1,088,500  

Expenses 1,142,425  1,079,528  1,171,339  1,107,338  1,225,641  

Additional Contributions 

Needed (120,818)   (99,176)   (137,141) 

Surplus   10,473    2,432    

Total Budget 1,142,425  1,079,528  1,171,339  1,107,338  1,225,641  
Note: 2019 budget is a 4.6% increase from 2018 budget. If you would like details of the budget, please contact one of the Finance Min-

istry members.   

             

The difference between Budget and Actual in 2016 was $100,322, in 2017 it 

was $62,897       
 

 2019 offerings were based on 2018 actuals.            
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Stewardship Report 2018 

 
One of the most vivid parables Jesus ever told is recorded in Matthew 25:31-40. "You did it to me" is a clear lesson. Ac-

tions are joined to beliefs. God wants us to respond to human need and suffering. God wants us to serve, witness, and in-

vite.  

 

As followers of Christ, we have been called to be people through whom Christ has eyes to see, ears to hear, feet to ap-

proach, hands to touch, hearts to feel, and souls to respond. To take up the towel of service may mean that as servants we 

will advocate, work toward reconciliation, and invite people toward a new way of living that is consistent with all that 

Christ came to model.  

 

Serving, giving witness, and inviting are vital for the spiritual health of the believer and the congregation. As there are 

countless needs, there are also abundant opportunities to serve and gifts to employ in the Redeemer and our larger church 

community. The wonder of it all is that in serving one another, we serve Jesus Christ.  

 

This has really been another amazing year, highlighted by the installation of the stained-glass windows. This has provided 

a great monthly lesson focus for Tidings that provide the origins of a window theme and the message portrayed. 

Witness to the success of this past year’s many ministries of Redeemer fills our hearts to see all that we do and the possi-

bility to further extend “Christ’s love with the greatest number of people.”  

 

Social Concerns Ministry: Gifts of Hope, Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service (LIRS), Habitat for  Humani-

ty of NoVA, Partner for Surgery, Lutheran Social Services (LSS), Quilting Group, Shawl Ministry, Our Daily Bread, Rise 

Against Hunger 

 

Youth Ministry and Programs – Amanda Gebhart is our  new Director  of Youth Ministry and works with Deacon 

Erin on Faith formation (Sunday school) for all ages, Vacation Bible school, music programs and the mission trips 

    

Music Program/Ministry is phenomenal, from the traditional and contemporary choir , the youth choir , and the 

bell choir and many special events and concerts. 

 

On-going Stewardship: We are humbled and grateful for  what God has done through Redeemer  and our  church 

community to provide for others. Through the resources of our time, talents and financial support we will continue to 

work with Pastor Kessinger to support mission programs as deemed by the congregation. 

 

All of you practice stewardship by looking out to see the many ways that God is calling us to love our neighbors both 

near and far. Throughout the Bible we hear God’s commandment to love God and our neighbors not just with our words, 

but with our actions.  

 

Thanks to all and please thank one another for the time, talent and financial gifts given in 2018 to meet all known Re-

deemer requirements and for the commitments of your stewardship growth in 2019 with ongoing and renewed involve-

ment to love God and our neighbors. 

 

Karen Cavallo Miller and Steve Lancaster, Stewardship Committee 



21 

Membership Outreach 

Mark & Lee Cronin 

 

Membership Outreach at Redeemer is an ongoing program to help our worship community fulfill its overall mission to 

“To Share Christ’s Love with the Greatest Number of People.”    

Membership Outreach team has worked to foster an ever greater hospitality and “front-door” welcome at Redeemer wor-

ship services and many special events at the church, something we hope continues to be noticed by our church family 

and guests during the past year.  A growing number of Redeemer congregants -- approaching 70 at this point -- have par-

ticipated in such “greeting” activities at one time or another, contributing their time and enthusiasm welcoming guests 

and church members alike to our church.  Over the past year Redeemer greeters, in addition to greeting at regular Sunday 

worship services, have provided Crossroads/narthex and side-entrance welcome at various memorial, wedding and fu-

neral services during the year, as well as for Temple Rodef Shalom activities related to Yom Kippur and Rosh Hashanah 

last Fall, for music concerts including the Living Nativity in December, and for Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, and 

“Lessons & Carols” services at year’s end.  Membership Outreach also managed a festival booth during last May’s 

McLean Day, in addition to a “Welcome Table” at the Church parking lot for McLean Day shuttle bus users.  Member-

ship Outreach introduced enhanced name tags for our greeters during 2018, as well as initiated a fellowship-style pot-

luck dinner gathering for Redeemer Greeters to socialize (and “greet” each other in the process), hopefully that to contin-

ue on an annual basis. Looking forward to 2019, we anticipate continuation (and hopefully broadening) of the Redeemer 

welcoming presence for the many greeting occasions -- for regular and special church worship services plus special com-

munity events at Redeemer -- in addition to strengthening the “Front-Door” greeting at Redeemer Sunday School venue 

and generally expanding the overall pool of greeters.  .    

 

As part of expanding the front-door “greeting” experience at Redeemer, Membership Outreach explores more systematic 

ways of generating follow-up with newcomers and visitors to Redeemer services and events.  In that regard, we look to 

connect with recent new and occasional visitors to Redeemer --- through appropriately-timed follow-up by Pastor or 

Membership Outreach members with those who offer indication of some interest in returning to Redeemer for worship 

or community activities, and to visitors seeking a worship community to join.  This follow-up outreach effort will of 

course include extending invitations to specific fellowship and other activities at Redeemer, such as “Tables of Eight,” 

Adult Forum, youth presentations, music performance events and community-group functions using Redeemer space --- 

in addition to Sunday worship services. 

Membership Outreach continues with its periodic (2-3 times per year) special group meetings with Pastor Sandy and in-

vited church members, with purpose to broaden involvement of the congregation in certain aspects of Membership Out-

reach, share ideas about that mission, and partake in some “fellowship” time.  These gatherings usually involve six or 

more people and last about 60-90 minutes, with expectation that a large part of church membership will have attended at 

least one such meeting along the way.  At this point nearly 60 church members have participated in these “one-time-

only” sessions; including spouses and other family members joining in on greeting, these represent a much larger portion 

of the congregation whole. The goal for the next few years is to nearly double the number of Redeemer congregants who 

have participated in such meeting. 

In the course of enriching the “greeting” atmosphere at Redeemer, Membership Outreach avoids when at all possible 

relying on rigid scheduling for church member greeting.  The intention is to make welcoming gestures a commonplace 

practice among congregants in general when attending a worship service or other event at Redeemer.  Advanced-

scheduled assignments are used only for special services or events when specific planning is required to assure suitable 

greeting presence for the occasion.    
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2018 Annual Report of the 

Redeemer Lutheran Preschool 
 

 Redeemer Lutheran Preschool was established in 1962.  RLP is an extension of Redeemer’s Education Mission.  

Our vision is to be a high-quality, developmentally appropriate preschool that supports lifelong learning in a caring, 

Christian environment.  Each child develops at his or her own rate through a balance of structured and unstructured ac-

tivities.  The preschool has a positive reputation and extends Redeemer’s reach in our community.  Preschool families 

attend worship services and some become Redeemer members. 

 

 In Fall 2018, we offered eight half-day classes for children 2 ½ to 4 years of age and morning students had an 

option to extend their day until 3PM up to three days per week.  At the end of last school year (May 2018), we had 85 

students enrolled in our preschool.  As of December 2018, there were 73 students attending including five Redeemer 

children.  Our students represent many cultures/languages including:  Chinese, Dutch, English, French, German, Gujara-

ti, Hindi, Hungarian, Korean, Pashto, Portuguese, Serbo-Croatian, Spanish, Tamil and Urdu.   

 

 The heart of our program is our caring, experienced staff.  We are blessed with fourteen dedicated staff members 

(in alphabetical order): Amy Carey (2016), Barbara Davis (2018), Golnar duChateau (2001), Delphine Engel (2008), 

Kristin Furth (2011), Sue Giaquinto (2012), Cindy Goodman (2005), Norma Grobman (2010), Catherine Hassi (2016), 

Inez Justeau (2018), Tammie Koenig (1998), Kristin Peters (2015) Nancy Radcliffe (2010), and Nora Wojcik (2004). 

 

A Preschool Board appointed by Church Council provides guidance to the Director and establishes policies.  The 

Board consists of church and non-member parents.  In addition, the Pastor and Preschool Director are ex-officio mem-

bers.  Parishioners are: Jennifer Henshall (President), Mitch Brown (Council Liaison), Cecilia Closs and Marti Hopler.  

Non-members are: Cheryl Gilbert and Jenny Gregory and Michelle Milic. 

 

Due to many factors, we have terminated our semi-annual Baby/Child/Maternity Consignment sales.  We en-

courage families to recycle or reuse the above items.  Some local organizations to contact are Share of McLean, Art for 

Humanity Honduras Ministry at Trinity United Methodist and Women Giving Back.  Another local organization that 

takes a wide variety of items is Unique Thrift in Merrifield.   

 

 As it is every three years, National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC) held its annual 

training conference in Washington DC.  It is an excellent staff development and empowering opportunity for RLP staff 

to bring best practices back to our students and families.  We were fortunate to arrange for all teachers and director to 

attend at least three days and most assistants were able to attend one to two days. 

 

We have created opportunities for our families to help less fortunate.  Locally, through SHARE of McLean with 

our ninth annual Christmas children’s toiletry drive, we collected 13 bottles of baby shampoo, 12 bottles of baby wash, 

19 tubes of toothpaste and 65 toothbrushes and decorated and stuffed 73 treat bags.  Also, we collect new and opened 

packages of diapers for Share’s youngest clients as there is a huge need and WIC funds cannot be used to pur -

chase diapers.  So far this school year, we passed along 900 diapers.   

 

Outdoor play and natural playscapes have many benefits as children have more opportunities for creativity and 

problem solving.  It encourages teamwork and cooperation.  We look forward to designing and implementing our natural 

play area in 2019.   

 

In summary, RLP is an important Redeemer ministry as our preschool families are invited and participate in 

many Redeemer activities.  We look forward to strengthening the bond between RLP and church with Pastor Kessinger 

and Amanda Gebhart.  We share Christ’s love with as many of God’s families as possible.  If you would like to assist the 

preschool in any way, please contact us. 

 

Tamberly Koenig, Preschool Director      tkoenig@redeemermclean.org or 703-356-3567 
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Redeemer Renaissance After-School Program (RRASP) 2018 Annual Report 

 
The Redeemer Renaissance After-School Program, now in its 11th year, continues to provide care and enrichment for 

children (K-6) in an after-school setting from Churchill Elementary, Franklin Sherman Elementary, Haycock Elemen-

tary, and Kent Gardens Elementary.  Enrollment numbers for fall of 2018 consistently come to 80 children from over 60 

families.   RRASP continues to strive to fulfill its mission to provide a vibrant community in which each child is en-

gaged in monthly community service projects, cultural and educational field trips, performances, and learning work-

shops - cornerstones of the program.  Additionally, camps offered to enrolled children during spring, summer and win-

ter school breaks are also attended by children not enrolled in the after-school program on a space available basis. 

The program continues to be blessed with the ongoing support from the After-School Governing Board consisting of 

church members and parents. Claudia Wrzesinski serves as Chairperson, along with Kirsten Apple, Christine Bader, 

Claire Dutrow, Pia Herbolsheimer, Douglas Johnson, Beth Melby, Shawna Tunnell.   Laura Duval serves as liaison to 

the Church Council.  In addition to the director, Linda McConnaughay, there are seven regular staff people and one bus 

driver, several of whom have been working multiple years for the program.  Currently, ten music professionals ensure 

quality music education for violin, trumpet, piano, cello, clarinet and guitar. 

Program transportation for the students is provided by bus and staffed by two staff members. The bus has also been uti-

lized at times for other programs in the church. 

 

Children in the program continue to enjoy the use of the facility, playing on the playground and in Parents’ Hall, and 

doing arts and crafts projects in Fellowship Hall.  They also receive homework support in the Teen Center and have the 

use of 12 notebook computers.  The Lego Room, in a space shared with us by the Redeemer Lutheran Preschool, con-

tinues to be popular.  Music lessons and other classes are held in the Music Suites and classrooms.  An option to partici-

pate in a French Club, Coder Kids, Mad Science and Bucket Drumming has also been offered this year.  Reading Circle 

is a recent addition to the regular weekly schedule with a teen volunteer - a Redeemer Renaissance Alum - often assist-

ing staff in leading the activity. 

 

Each school year there are opportunities for families to interact with one another and explore Lutheran Church of the 

Redeemer. There is an annual kick-off event the afternoon of the first day of school and a holiday workshop the after-

noon of the Living Nativity to facilitate participation in the evening’s events by Redeemer Renaissance families.  Re-

ceptions are held following the 9:45 service on Recognition Sunday and following the Music Recital held in May.  In-

formation regarding the life of Lutheran Church of the Redeemer is made available and there is an open invitation to the 

families of the children in the program to participate in all activities of Lutheran Church of the Redeemer as the After-

School Program shares Christ’s Love with the families it serves.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Linda McConnaughay 

Program Director 
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Building & Grounds Committee 

Annual Report 2018 
 

 

The Building & Grounds group has been involved with a variety of projects throughout the year. Here is a partial list of 

the more significant items completed: 

 

- The committee volunteers maintained the grounds through weeding, mulching, pruning, trimming and watering. As a 

result, there were significant cost savings to the church.  

- A new fountain was purchased and installed in the Memorial Garden, which was given by a member family.  

- Research and selection was completed on a new copier/printer for bulletin production in the office.  

- Many dead and dying trees were removed to reduce any potential issues from trees being blown down.  

- Additional lawn sprinklers were installed in the grassy area used heavily by the Pre/After School programs.  

- Our front electric sign was retrofitted with new LED bulbs replacing the former fluorescent bulbs.    

- Office furniture and space was reconfigured, cleaned and painted for our new Dir of Youth Ministry. 

- Coordination was provided for the use of our space for worship services for Temple Rodef Shalom.    

 

A special thanks to Gretchen Stark and Pete Poulos who have volunteered many hours over the year to care for the 

grounds and the Memorial Garden. We are always looking for help with the grounds and with minor building repairs. If 

you could help in any way, please send us an e-mail at RedeemerBuildingandGrounds@verizon.net. Just let us know of 

your area of interest.  

 

Thank you. 

Rob Wenk, Building & Grounds 

Worship and Music 2018 
  
Redeemer Worship and Music experienced an active worship cycle. 

  

Worship and Music is thankful for its outstanding leadership of: Phyllis Peter Mallard for coordinating Chancel Care, 

altar flowers and the new veils.  Paula Poulos supported the sacristy work. This year we added to our new veils to match 

the liturgical seasons. 

 

 Ann Lawrence continues to serve the creator of all worship bulletins used at Redeemer. 

  

Kim Wenk served as the coordinator for all the worship support teams: Assisting Ministers, Communion Assistants, 

Readers, Acolytes and Crucifers.  Her vigilance ensured worship services were supported, and members of the congrega-

tion provided an opportunity to participate. 

 

This year it was very pleasant to welcome so many of our high school and college students serving as Assisting Minis-

ters. 

 

Easter and Christmas celebratory decorations relied on the team led by Phyllis and by Marti Hopler among others. This 

year's Christmas was red and gold, with lovely trees and decorations throughout the church. 

 

 Betsy Kutcher and her banner group ensured banners were in place, helping to reinforce the church season.  Betsy and 

her group also created the Chrismons used on the altar Christmas trees. 

 

 Special thanks to the sound team, led by Rob Wenk, ensured those on the altar could be heard. 

 

 The music program, led by Matt Osifchin, supported traditional, contemporary and all the special Holy Week/Easter and 

Christmas music. 

 

Liz Scheffler 

mailto:RedeemerBuildingandGrounds@verizon.net
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 Music Update for 2018 

 

2018 was yet again a very exciting year for the music program at Redeemer. We tried our best to offer quality music on 

a weekly basis appropriate for the season, as well as special musical events throughout the year.   

 

For Easter, we were joined by the Riverside Brass, and together with the Traditional choir performed, “Now, O Death, 

Where Is Thy Sting” by Russell Nagy. The Praise Team performed a moving rendition of “Total Praise” by Richard 

Smallwood. For each service the grand finale was the “Hallelujah chorus” from Handel’s Messiah.  

 

This year there was a rare occurrence where Valentine’s Day and Ash Wednesday occurred on the same day. To cele-

brate this event, members of the choir organized a special Valentine’s Day concert. It was a wonderful time had by all, 

where members of the choir as well as some of the youth were able to display their skill and talent. 

 

In December, along with the Living Nativity Scene and Christmas festival, we presented a concert which included all of 

the various music groups at Redeemer. The different groups included the Youth Choir, Traditional Choir, Bell Choir, 

and the Praise Team. In total, over forty people performed for the concert. The finale of the evening was a contempo-

rary arrangement, ‘Joy to the World’ by Chris Tomlin. 

 

For Christmas Eve at the 4:00 service the Praise Team and Youth Choir joyfully lead the congregational singing and 

gave special offerings. For the Traditional services we once again collaborated with the Riverside Brass as well as harp-

ist Cara Fleck. The Traditional choir sang a particularly challenging piece, “Canite Tuba” by Redeemer’s former Music 

Director Donald McCullough. The piece includes a prominent organ, brass and percussion part, and a powerful choral 

arrangement. It was awe inspiring to hear the various musical elements at Redeemer fuse together and resonate trium-

phantly throughout the sanctuary. We are very grateful for both Don McCullogh’s beautiful music and outstanding 

leadership as our former Music Director. 

 

Moving into 2019, we will strive to maintain a high level of excellence in all of our music offerings. We are also plan-

ning more concerts and commissioning more new compositions. 

 

Personally, I would like to give special thanks to all the members of the various choirs and groups, the cantors (Chris, 

Amy and Waka) Kathy, Eric and Joy for generously offering their special musical gifts. I would also like to thank PSK, 

Deacon Erin, the entire staff, and the congregation for their outstanding work and continued support for the music pro-

gram.  

 

Matt Osifchin 
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Director of Youth Ministry 

2018 Annual Report 
 

Greetings Redeemer Lutheran Church! I have now been with you as the Director of Youth Ministry for about three 

months. In that time here are some of the things that I have been doing. In November we had a Meet and Greet with Re-

deemer youth and families. This was a great way for me to meet some of the young people and to hear what people are 

looking for in the youth ministry program. I also had the chance to participate in Rise Against Hunger and join the con-

firmation students in one of their sessions.  

 

At the end of November, I had the opportunity to attend Chrysalis, the synod's high school retreat, with one of our youth. 

The theme for the weekend was Choose, we were able to spend time thinking about the different choices we make in our 

lives and how we can "choose life" with Gods help. This retreat was also a great place to meet other youth leaders in the 

synod! 

 

In December we had the Living Nativity and youth bake sale. Despite the rain we had a great event, we raised over $500 

toward this summer's youth mission trips. Lots of middle school and high school youth came out to help with the bake 

sale, craft station, and costume room.  

 

We also had a great turn out at the Faith Formation Christmas Celebration on December 16th. The 7 & 8th grade class 

took showed great leadership by running the activity stations for the younger youth. Youth had the opportunity to play 

games in the gym, crafts in the fellowship hall, and even some Christmas themed trivia.  

 

It has been my joy to be at Redeemer these last three months. I look forward to the ministry and the things we will do 

together in 2019. 

 

Peace, Amanda Gebhart 
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TableTalk is a small-group ministry at Redeemer in which participants explore questions of faith, build relationships, 

and deepen commitments to discipleship.  As we gather around the table for Holy Communion as one body in Christ, we 

also gather around the table as one people for study, talk, and fellowship.    

 

TableTalk’s Mission 

We believe that it is important for those who attend services on Sunday morning to have a forum for in-depth study of 

contemporary Christianity and to be able to use those studies as a way of connecting Christian faith with a post-

Christian, primarily secular world.  As Christians have done throughout the history of the church, and in accord with our 

Lutheran heritage, we believe that one of the best places for seeking understanding of the Christian faith is communal 

discussion with our brothers and sisters in Christ. 

 

Being a Lutheran Christian in the World Today  

On October 31, 2017, the church commemorated the 500th anniversary of the start of the Protestant Reformation.  Conse-

quently, a focus of TableTalk in 2018 was to understand Luther’s distinctive contributions to Christianity and how those 

contributions are important for Christians today.  Accordingly, during the spring, we undertook a study of the future of 

Lutheranism in a global context.  We also explored the persecution of Christians throughout the world. 

 

Early Christian Writings  

In the fall of 2018, we began a study of early Christian writings.  The writings of the early Christians are a rich theologi-

cal treasury of what it means to be a Christian.  During the first 200 years of the Christian faith, the first Christians began 

to explore how to be a Christian in a mostly pagan world and how to understand the Jewish heritage of Christianity.  

They debated how the church should be structured, the role of women, and the rituals of the faith.  They also debated the 

tenets of Gnostic thought and how to determine what was heresy.  In our study of the early Christians, we have read and 

discussed the stories of the martyrs, the early apologies of the faith, and the writings of Gnostic Christians.  In the spring, 

we will continue our study by reading the Church Fathers as they counter the threat of Gnosticism and take the first steps 

towards establishing an orthodox faith.  

 

We welcome new members to join us at any time. 

Many thanks to co-coordinators Harold Hofstad and Doug Scheffler and to the participants of TableTalk! 

 

 – Robin Taylor (tabletalk.rlc@gmail.com) 

2018 Annual Report 

TableTalk 

Meets Sundays 

9:45 to 10:45 am 
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Redeemer Social Concerns Ministry Annual Report for 2018 
 

Sharing God’s love with the greatest number of people, the mission of Redeemer and the Social Concerns Ministry, is 

accomplished by supporting several organizations and activities that help people in need.  

 

Through the generous contributions of our Congregation’s time, talent and treasure, Redeemer’s Social Concerns Ministry 

aids local, metropolitan, national, and international programs and organizations addressing food, clothing, shelter, medi-

cal, transportation, and social needs of vulnerable persons and their families. For more information about the organiza-

tions and activities we support, please see Redeemer’s website at http://redeemermclean.org/connect.   

 

In 2018, Redeemer became an official partner in Lutheran Social Services Good Neighbor Program and have supported a 

young refugee family originally from Eritrea to adjust to life in our community. Through this partnership we have learned 

that the struggles for refugee families continue as they settle here in the United States in finding housing and employment 

to sustain their long-term needs. We thank the Congregation for their prayers and support in answering the call for what-

ever needs have arisen for the family. 

 

The Social Concerns Ministry also organized Redeemer’s activities for the 2018 ELCA “God’s Work. Our Hands.” Day 

of Service where over 75 volunteers donated their time, goods and services to provide backpacks for Lutheran World Re-

lief, snack packs for Homestretch’s afterschool program, dinner for 2 local fire stations, quilt designs for Partner for Sur-

gery quilts, scarves and prayer shawls for our Prayer Shawl ministry, cards and crafts for our homebound members and as 

thank yous for our local police and fire fighters, as well as support for Rise Against Hunger through the children’s lemon-

ade stand. 

At the end of this year we also saw the closing of the Luther Place shelter for homeless women due to the expansion of 

other housing options through N Street Village. Redeemer members, under the guidance of Gretchen Stark, have faithful-

ly served meals at Luther Place for the last 18 years as part of Redeemer’s NSV Dinner Group. We thank you all for your 

service to this ministry. Although Luther Place has closed, there are still opportunities to serve meals at Patricia Handy 

Place for Women and at Bethany Women’s Day Center 

On the next page you will see additional highlights of the Social Concerns ministry’s various activities and organizations 

supported in 2018. Thank you to all who gave your time and support toward these activities. 

 

The work of the Social Concerns Ministry is led by committee members who serve as liaisons for the organizations we 

support and/or coordinators for various social concerns activities and special projects, with many more members of the 

congregation participating in collection drives and other areas of service throughout the year.  If you are interested in 

learning more about any of the activities listed in the Highlights or have an idea for other volunteer activities, please con-

tact the Coordinator listed or contact the Social Concerns Ministry Chair Deanna Heier (dmheier@yahoo.com) to become 

part of our ministry. 

 

As we close out 2018, the committee wishes to extend a special thank you to Joan and Gene Durman who have faithfully 

served as Chairs of the Social Concerns Ministry at Redeemer for over 20 years. Their life-long commitment to fighting 

for the most vulnerable in our community and their leadership on the Social Concerns committee have inspired many of 

us to answer God’s call and find ways to help those in greatest need of God’s love. Our deepest gratitude to Joan and 

Gene as they retire from this leadership position. We look forward to continued service together. 
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Stained Glass Windows 

2018 Annual Report 

 

Hallelujah, Hallelujah!!!  On Sunday, May 20th Redeemer dedicated and celebrated our 10 brand NEW STAINED GLASS 

WINDOWS.  It was a very special day sharing the culmination of 3 long years of hard work and much patience on Re-

deemer's part.  Thank you to a talented and creative committee.  You worked together well.  Thank you initially to Chris-

tine Kutschenreuter, who so generously gave us this gift n memory of her husband Paul.   

 

Then thank you to Stained Glass by Shenandoah.  Their talented team and creative artists presented what you now see. We 

have pew cards which explain the windows, thanks to the writers team. 

 

"The windows look like they belong here.  They look like they were designed and made for our space".  The best we could 

ask for.  Praises be to GOD!    Betsy Kutscher 

Redeemer Mutual Ministry Committee Annual Report 
 

Charter: Consistent with Redeemer  Lutheran Church’s Bylaws (C13.01.05), “Mutual Ministry Committee(s) 

shall be appointed jointly by the president and the rostered minister. Term of office shall be two years, with three mem-

bers to be appointed each successive year. Members shall be eligible for reappointment. This committee shall provide 

encouragement to, and may consult confidentially with, the pastor(s).”  The committee was formed in 2012.   

 

2018 Activities:  To fur ther  the purpose of the Mutual Ministry Committee (MMC), we held several regular  

meetings at members’ homes for informal working dinners: 

 

January 10, 2018 – home of Nancy Powers  

April 10, 2018 – home of Megan Kratz 

September 20, 2018 – home of Doug Ubben 

 

Topics: Pastor  Kessinger  determines much of the agenda for  the individual meetings.  Topics dur ing the year  

have included Redeemer strengths and opportunities, pastoral strengths and opportunities, growth, staff support, youth, 

personnel, community engagement, and personal and family topics.   

 

Members: Based on the constitutional requirements, the committee reorganized its membership to provide an 

opportunity for additional voices to be heard as well as to expand to 6 members for a better cross-section of the congre-

gation.  Accordingly MMC members Bob Hahne and Nancy Powers left the committee.  In the Fall, Amy Friedrich-

Karnik, Susan Posey and Mark Thronson joined the committee.  We are grateful for all of the members service and valu-

able input. 

 

Respectfully submitted on behalf of the MMC. 

Doug Ubben 

 

Committee members: 

Amy Friedrich-Karnik (beginning September 2018) 

Bob Hahne (through mid 2018) 

Pastor Sandy Kessinger 

Megan Kratz 

David McGuire 

Susan Posey (beginning September 2018) 

Nancy Powers (through mid 2018) 

Mark Thronson (beginning September 2018) 

Doug Ubben 



31 

 Nominations for Church Council 

 

Laura Duval 

Laura Duval moved to McLean 7 years ago and has been a member of Redeemer for 5 years.   She and her husband, Jim, 

have moved 11 times in the past 25 years as part of his military career and they are happy to be settled in McLean 

now.    Their three children were raised in the Lutheran church and two were confirmed at Redeemer.  Laura has served 

many roles in her various churches including teaching Sunday School, helping in the nursery, ushering and leading youth 

trip events.   She helped found and currently serves as chair of Redeemer’s Child Protection Policy committee.  She has 

been a member of Redeemer’s council for the past three years and currently serves as the Vice President and a member 

of the executive committee.  Professionally, she has her Ph.D. in social psychology and is a faculty member in American 

University’s Psychology department.   

Liz Holzapfel 

Liz and Jed joined Redeemer when they moved from Minnesota to Virginia in 2004. Daughter Katie attended Redeemer 

Preschool and she and their son Jake are both confirmed members of the church. Liz has been a Sunday school teacher in 

Kindergarten and fourth grades, and has been an active volunteer in the church youth program. Liz has participated in 

Rise Against Hunger, Faith Conversations and relief aid and mission trips. She’s a fan of the contemporary service, espe-

cially when the music gets her toe-to-tapping. Other volunteer activities include a long list of PTSA positions and serv-

ing as a reading mentor in DC and Springfield elementary schools. 

 

Ellen Kennedy 
 

Ellen and her husband Jay have been members of Redeemer since 2002.  Both of their children, Sara Grace (age 16) and 

Will (age 13) attended Redeemer Preschool, and Ellen served on the preschool board during that time. Ellen has been an 

active member of the (former) Fun & Fellowship and Social Concerns Committees.  Ellen taught Sunday School for a 

number of years, eventually helping to coordinate the program as well. She is the current Redeemer Habitat for Humani-

ty coordinator.  Ellen is an attorney for Fairfax County Public Schools.  She is excited to serve the Redeemer community 

as a Council member. 

 

Nathan Paukovits  

 
Nate has been an active member of Redeemer since 2015 and was confirmed into the Christian family in Pennsylvania 

where he was part of the Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church.   Since joining the Redeemer Family, Nate has been an ush-

er at the 8:30 service, participated in multiple volunteer events to include Rise Against Hunger and BritePath, and assist-

ed with Faith Formation.  Nate lives in Arlington with his wife, Lara, and two children, Anna and Julia.  Lara is also an 

active member of the church teaching Faith Formation and serving as a reader and assistant minister.  Nate, and family, 

retired from the U.S. Navy in 2017 after serving 20 years as a Civil Engineer Corps Officer.  He now works in business 

development for an energy services company with a focus on Department of Defense customers. 

 

Annabel Richter 
 

Annabel Richter is a junior at the Madeira School in McLean, VA. Her father has taught Redeemer’s teen Sunday school 

for as long as she can remember, and her mother was a frequent volunteer at youth programming and church events dur-

ing Annabel’s early childhood. Even before she attended Redeemer Pre-School, Annabel enjoyed being a part of the Re-

deemer community alongside her family members. During grade school, she attended Sunday school classes, acolyted 

during morning services, and served the residents of Harrisburg, Pennsylvania on a youth mission trip. Following her 

confirmation in 2016, she developed a passion for youth education after interning for 5 weeks in a classroom at NOVA 

HeadStart, a day-care facility in Arlington, VA as a sophomore. Over the subsequent summer of 2018, she volunteered 

as a classroom assistant for Redeemer’s VBS program, and in the fall, began to follow in her father’s footsteps by volun-

teering as a Sunday school teacher. She currently helps teach the 3- and 4-year-olds in Redeemer’s pre-school Faith For-

mation class. In her free time, she enjoys creative writing, playing field hockey, knitting, and rock climbing.  
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Position Name Contact Information 

Senior Pastor Pastor Sandy Kessinger 
703-635-4672 

psk@redeemermclean.org 

Associate in Ministry Erin Swenson-Reinhold erin@redeemermclean.org 

Facilities Director Bill Parks bparks@redeemermclean.org 

Office  Manager Carol D’Amico cdamico@redeemermclean.org 

Director of Music Matt Osifchin mosifchi@hotmail.com   

Director of Preschool Tammie Koenig tkoenig@redeemermclean.org 

Director of After-School Program Linda Mcconnaughay lmcconnaughay@redeemermclean.org 

Financial Coordinator Veronique Thomas vthomas@redeemermclean.org 

Director of Youth Ministry Amanda Gebhart amanda@redeemermclean.org 

Organist Joy Mentzel joymentzel@gmail.com 

Youth Choir Director Amy Tribie atribie@gmail.com 

Bell Choir Director Waka Osifchin waka.soprano@gmail.com 

Sexton Lionel Jackson ljackson@redeemermclean.org 

Nominations for the Endowment Committee 

Carol Smith 

Carol’s involvement with the Lutheran Church has been deep as the granddaughter and great granddaughter of 

LCA  ministers in South Carolina.  Growing up in Europe and Mexico, she was confirmed in Wittenburg  after several 

years of intense catechism studies in Frankfurt and Heidelberg.     

Carol brings decades of experience in non profit finance, fundraising and risk management, and appreciates the chance to 

contribute to the outstanding work at Redeemer.  As an international non profit leader working with the world’s most 

vulnerable populations,  she has worked in over 90 countries and found a way to Sunday services in most!  Though a 

member for just three years, Carol continues to deepen her faith through the meaningful workshop experience at Re-

deemer and the outstanding music program.  She has participated in Rise Against Hunger and appreciates the fellowship 

at Redeemer special events and activities.   

Tammie Koenig 
 

Tammie Koenig joined Redeemer Lutheran Church in 1992.  She, husband, Steve and sons, Jason and Matthew, have 

been active.   Both sons were confirmed at Redeemer.  She has served as Vacation Bible School Director and Building 

Committee member.  Currently, she volunteers as a Communion Assistant and a member of the 9:45 Chancel Care team 

and Pancake Supper Crew member.    

For 21 years, Tammie has worked in the non-profit sector as Director of Redeemer Lutheran Preschool.  For many 

years, the main fundraiser was the annual or semi-annual Consignment Sale.  It funded classroom and playground 

equipment and need based scholarships.   The preschool collaborated with many other non-profit organizations to dis-

tribute leftover items.  Even though the sale is terminated, she still works with some of the organizations. 

 

Outside of Redeemer, Tammie enjoys yoga, travel, canoeing, backpacking and volunteering.  She has been an adult 

leader in Boy Scouts of America since 2005.  Currently, she works with coed youth from 14 to 20 years of age in BSA’s 

Venture Crew 1130 of McLean. 

 

Tammie is grateful to be nominated and, if elected, looks forward to serving on the Endowment Committee to help Re-

deemer enable other organizations expand their programs.   

mailto:marlonyearwood@yahoo.com

