Annual Report of the Congregation 2016
Redeemer Lutheran Church
McLean, Virginia

Our Mission:
“To share Christ’s love with the
greatest number of people.”

Call to order: Welcome and Opening Hymn
Consent agenda: to be appr oved as a whole, unless items ar e r emoved for fur ther discussion:
Pastor’s Report (Pastor Sandy Kessinger)
President of the Congregation Council Report (Dean Graves)
Ministry Reports (as printed in Annual Report)

Items to be presented:
Treasurer’s Report (Rob Wenk)
Proposed actions items:
Recommendations for Council from the Nominating Committee (Mickey Skelton)
- Karen Detweiler
- Stephanie Hunter
- Linsey Wenk - Youth
- Any Nominations from the floor
- Election of Members of the Council
Recommendations for the Endowment Fund Team
- Mike Chambers
- Dave Muchow
- Lorinda Opsahl-Ong
Election of voting members to the 2017 Synod Assembly
- Mark Cronin
- Harold Hofstad
- CheeLee Leong
- Florence Ofili-Toviho
- Robin Taylor

Presentation of Proposed 2017 Budget (Cindy Waldron)
- Adoption of the 2017 Budget
Other Business:
Presentation of 60th Anniversary Scrapbook
Areas of Emphasis for 2017
Adjourn with prayer
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Minutes from the Annual Congregational Meeting
Lutheran Church of the Redeemer
February 7, 2016
The congregational meeting was opened with a prayer from Pastor Kessinger, followed by a hymn. Dean
Graves presented the agenda and made a motion to approve the minutes of last year’s congregational meeting.
Ron Kutscher seconded the motion.
Rob Wenk presented the Treasurer’s report pointing out expenses were down and giving was down compared
to the previous year, but we were able to cover our expenses. The MMEC campaign has a balance of $209,947
for Pastoral Support. We made additional principal pay downs on the mortgage of $60,000 over and above our
regular mortgage payments. Facility use fees were down from last year also. Endowment Fund contributions
are separate from the church’s financial statements. The principle of the fund is never touched but investment
returns are used for contributions to outside organizations helping people in need. Rob commented that he appreciated the fact that enough contributions were made to cover expenses and that we had $5,000 carry-over to
next year. Pastor commented that one difference from last years’ receipts was the large donation received for
the stained glass windows and cross lighting. Dean thanked Rob for his devotion to the Treasurer’s position.
Nominations for new council members were presented. Dean thanked the outgoing Council members including Max Miller, Carol Martz, Paul Hamilton, Shawna Tunnell and made a motion to accept the nominees for
the new council: Julia Waldon, Elizabeth Carroll, Deanna Heier, Gordon Jones (2nd term). Cindy Waldron seconded the motion. There was a unanimous vote for all the new members.
Cindy Waldron presented the proposed budget for 2016. There is a 3.3% overall increase from last year.
There were two changes: There was a reduction in Building and Grounds because we contribute to the reserve
as facility use fees are received and because last year we had the expense of adding our security system. The
other is the addition of $70K for a second pastoral support person. This was added as an expense since it will
be an ongoing budget item. A motion to accept the budget as presented was proposed and seconded by Ron
Kutscher and approved.
It was asked when we would have candidates for the position of additional pastoral support. Pastor said it depends when we start getting names of those who want to apply. Pastor suggested we remain in prayer and
hope that God will send us someone in a reasonable time frame —we hope to get someone with a sense of humor (but not to outdo pastor)!
Ron Kutscher gave a presentation on adding a columbarium—a repository of ashes for those who are cremated. This project started in 2008/9 but was relegated to the back bench at the time, so Ron is presenting it
again. There is a sketch of what it might look like. It would be located on the side of the building by the present Memorial Garden. Anyone who is a member of the congregation, or closely related to someone who is a
member, would be eligible to have their ashes placed there. It would be self-financed and not a financial burden for the church. The cost would be $4,000-$5,000 per burial site. The project would require about 200
people to be interested. There would be side-by-side spots for couples. This is an idea that is still in the committee and has not been presented to Council. A proposal letter will be sent to the congregation for comment.
Betsy Kutscher presented updates on the stained glass window project. She had pictures of what the windows
on the left side of the nave would look like.
The first window shows the story of creation - animals, mountains, trees and flowers, sun, moon and the
stars. The second is the Bible - with the Ten Commandments and the burning bush. The center 5 windows
shows The Life of Christ with His birth, death and resurrection. The fourth shows the Sacraments - Baptism
and the Eucharist with the Holy Spirit in the center panel. The last window shows Eternal Life in lovely scenery and the Alpha and Omega in the center panel. These five windows are to show the foundations of our
faith. We are hoping to have all 10 windows installed in November.
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The woman who donated the money for the stained glass windows and lighting of the cross didn’t like the sun
shining in her face when she came to church with her husband, but she wanted the stain glass to be light
enough to still let the natural light in also. Someone asked who came up with the ideas for the windows.
Betsy said there was a committee of 17 who spent many hours deciding on the concepts and gave the contractor a list of ideas and sketches of what we wanted. Diane Miller commented and thanked the committee for
doing such a great job. We have wanted stained glass windows for a long time.
Stevan Stanisic and his wife Mila designed a mosaic for the white wall in the crossroads. The artist made a
small model to show us what the final mosaic will resemble. The mosaic will be sized appropriately for the
large space. Someone asked if it was going to be lit at night. The shadow of the cross will show on top of the
mosaic at night.
Pastor thanked Tammy Koenig for the preschool program, Linda McConnaughay for the after school program,
and Matt Osifchin for the music program.
The meeting was closed at 12 noon with the Lord’s Prayer.
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2016 ANNUAL REPORT
PASTOR SANDY KESSINGER

February 5, 2017
Be steadfast, immovable, always excelling in the work of the Lord,
because you know that in the Lord your labor is not in vain – 1 Corinthians 15:58
We accomplish a great deal at Redeemer in any given year, and in 2016 we were more diligent in discovering
ways to deepen our faith and to identify our rationale for doing all the things we do. This report will reflect the
excellent work that we do in the name of Christ, and it will also reflect the ways that we are dwelling in the
Word of God and growing in our confidence to be his disciples.
Faith Formation at Redeemer

Faith Conversations – In the early part of 2016 I completed a year-long study that included a group of area
pastors. Every week we met via Skype to learn how Jesus equipped his disciples for ministry. (As we read in
the Book of A cts, it was the disciples who took on the leadership roles to spread the good news of Jesus Christ
in word and deed). Upon completing our study we were to mirror these teachings of Jesus with a new group of
people and repeat this same process. At the end of our time together, these groups will then form their own
groups to spread the Word and to deepen their faith and to develop leadership skills.
Two groups formed at Redeemer and we have been meeting regularly almost every week. As we learn the
steps Jesus used to disciple his followers, we also share our own faith stories and discover the presence of God
in the day-to-day. It has been life-changing and a Spirit-filled time for each of us but soon our work will be
done and those who have been attending these sessions will be looking for new people to form new groups.
Be open to an invitation in 2017.

Bible Studies – Our Wednesday evening sessions have grown in number and, as a result, we added new classes
to our regular schedule. This past year we studied The Book of A cts, the Minor Prophets and The Letter of
James.
Children in Worship – Last winter we attempted a Family W orship that was held on Sunday afternoons but it
was not successful. Most parents shared that the timing was not good for them and so we rethought how to
effectively reach out to our children through worship.
Out of one idea that did not bear much fruit, three other significant ideas have now taken shape:
1. In August, a week-long Vacation Bible School was held after being on hiatus for several years. Our
leaders did an exceptional job of putting together lessons that all centered on our Biblical understanding of water. The children came with great enthusiasm and plans are already underway for VBS to take
place next summer.
2. In the fall the Sunday school began to have an opening session with our younger children. Before the
classes actually begin the teachers gather with the children to learn some of our more familiar hymns.
Barbara Donne leads on the piano and it is a joyful noise when you hear the children sing.
3. In the fall we also started including a message for the children at each worship service. The intent is to
engage the children in a short and simple conversation that leaves them with one theme to think about
and take home with them. It allows me and Deacon Erin the opportunity to engage our young children
in worship. During Advent, we introduced the Jesse Tree to the children as a way for them to recapture
the Old Testament lessons that lead us to the birth of Christ.
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Small Group Ministries
Caregivers’ Support Group – This is a ministry that has grown over the years. We meet about six times annually to share our stories and to network with each other on needed resources (both people resources and agencies) to help us care for our loved ones. The Blue Christmas service was introduced to the group and with
their help we held our first worship experience on the first Wednesday in December. The service had a twofold purpose: to help those who recently had significant losses in their lives, and to have a place to come (and
be at peace) when the outside world is so chaotic and frantic.
Young Adult Ministry – This small group is becoming a good place for our newer members to make connections with others. As they become more familiar with Redeemer, we have seen significant participation from
them in the life of the church. We love to wine and dine, we engage in some healthy competition on game
night, we play miniature golf, we bowl, or we just gather to celebrate the holidays. However, it is in the conversations that we have learned to support one another in good and faithful ways.

Youth Advisory Board – This year I formed a Youth Advisory Board that includes five of our high school
youth. We meet periodically to check in with each other and to review some of the decisions that are made by
the church. We also search for ways to develop leadership skills to be used in the church and as they participate in other activities. Our current members are also very visible on Sunday mornings as they help lead in
worship.
All of the young people in our church are awesome! Deacon Erin, Marlon, and I work together to maintain
regular contact with them through activities held at the church and through service projects. Our mission trips
remain the highlight of our work together and the high school trip to Montana was one to remember as we
lived in and among the people on the Crow Reservation. We also continue to serve in Harrisburg which has
become a good boot camp experience before serving at sites further from home.
A Celebration Year
60th Anniversary – Wow! The 60th Anniversary Committee worked overtime to bring to us some incredible
experiences in 2016. Our worship service on June 5th was wonderfully supported by our outstanding music
program as members (who long ago moved away) came home to be with us. The committee offered hands-on
projects to engage in as we connected to different social ministry organizations in our community. We were
given anniversary pins that reflected the work of the Stained Glass Committee who (led by the Holy Spirit and
Betsy Kutscher) brought in an artist who designed and installed the descending dove that now adorns our
Crossroads. And we wait with eager anticipation for the installation of the stained glass windows this fall. It
was a wonderful year to celebrate the work of the Holy Spirit in our midst.
Our Staff

Transition in Staff – At the end of 2015 we said goodbye to Bonnie Stuart and welcomed Veronique Thomas to
fill the financial coordinator position. Veronique made the transition seem seamless as she spends many dedicated hours working on our behalf.
Other staff members to thank include –
Carol D’Amico who wor ks efficiently thr ough her many assigned tasks
Lionel Jackson who wor ks to maintain a building that is well used and always filled with people
Tammie Koenig who offer s a Pr eschool pr ogr am that has integr ity and value
Linda McConnaughay who has a deep compassion and love for the After school childr en
Bill Parks who meets any challenge we offer in the car e of our building
Marlon Yearwood who r eaches out to our youth and the community for the sake of the gospel
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I said it last year and I say it again this year: Dean Graves has demonstrated exceptional leadership as president
of the congregation. He does his work out of faith and with a healthy dose of humor. Our council members
have a strong commitment to our mission and we have discovered some new leaders in our midst who do excellent work. Under Matt Osifchin’s leadership our musicians and choirs bless us with amazing music. Our
decorators, banner makers, ushers, greeters, coffee hour servers, nursery attendants, worship leaders,
and chancel care people do everything to the glory of God. Innumerable hours are spent by innumerable people in order to make our ministry so outstanding. We are blessed by the efforts of everyone and their willingness to serve. This list is not inclusive because it is difficult to name everyone, like chairpersons of committees, quilters, those who cr ochet and/or knit prayer shawls and all other volunteers. I have a deep sense
of gratitude to all the friends and members of Redeemer.
Serving the Full Expression of the Church

This year I also …
completed my board membership at Gettysburg Seminary
completed the Leadership Development training under the direction of the synod
attended a Boundaries W orkshop with Deacon Erin and Marlon
started serving on the Synod Council
The Call of Deacon Erin Swenson-Reinhold
I have saved the best for last. Out of everything we have done at Redeemer in 2016 the most significant for us
was the call of Deacon Erin. She is a natural leader who has a deep faith and love for the church. We work
well together and she has already made a significant impact in our lives by her presence in the three short
months she has been with us. We welcome her with a deep sense of gratitude to God for sending her to us!

Together she and I will continue to work together to serve you to the best of our abilities and for the work that
God has called us to do here in this place. We remain steadfast and immovable in our commitment to God
through Christ. We want to excel in the work of the Lord out of gratitude for God’s many blessings. Our labor is never in vain.
Yours in Christ – Pastor Sandy Kessinger
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2016 STATISTICS
End of 2015

Total baptized membership
Confirmed members
Average Sunday worship

1,144
877
288

End of 2016

Total baptized membership
Confirmed members
Average Sunday worship

1,163
885
288

Our Newly Baptized – 11
Kailen Matthew Jordan
Michael Quentin Stock
Sydney James Walraven
Lola Pleasant Walraven
Eric Mattias Muhlenberg
Peter Gabriel Muhlenberg
Robert Leo Muhlenberg
Karlotta Bryn Bjornson
Lily Ellen Skowrup
Caden Isaac Stuart
Caleb Joshua Brown

February 21
April 6
May 22
May 22
June 26
June 26
June 26
July 17
August 7
October 16
October 23

Our New Members – 21
Budynk
Katie and Dan
Detweiler
David and Sabine
Martin
Judy
Mullane
Lynn Ann
Murray
Krista and Matt
Pleasant
James and Elizabeth
Reese
Jennifer and Adam
Scott
Heather
Smith
Carol
Confirmed in 2016 – 21
Eric Alexander
Andrew Curtis
Mason Davis
Alec Dempsey
Paul Dibble
Adam Dietrich
Audrey Grau

Addison and Logan and Colton
Anna and Clara and Max

Autumn

Peter Guma
Sara Grace Kennedy
Joseph Kratz
Sydney Leonard
Megan Markwart
Jessica Opsahl-Ong
Matthew Regan
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Annika Richardson
Eric Richardson
Annabel Richter
Andrew Stieg
Leila Williams
Justin Young
Grayson Young

Weddings – 4
Elizabeth Dominic and Ian Burrows
Heather Scott and Heather Kirby
Brendon Dorgan and Carolyn Temple
Barbara Cackler and Mark Kieffer

May 21
July 22
October 15
November 5

The Faithful Departed – 3
Dr. William Howard, III
Nancy Gail Knutson
(Bonnie) Sue T. Lettow
Beatrice (Bea) Lindsten

Charles (Buddy) Payne
Mary Virginia Poole
Nathan Kittredge (Kitt) Rom
Robert Slade

Total Received – 32
Baptism (children) – 11
Baptism (adult) – 0
Affirmation of Faith – 18
Transfers to Redeemer – 3
Statistical Adjustment – 0

Total Removed – 13
Deaths – 3
Transfers – 10

Transfers – 10
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Greetings and Happy New Year!!

It has been my honor and pleasure to serve as President of the Congregation Council the past two years and as
I step down from that post as mandated by our constitution (which I fully support) I am both proud of our accomplishments and excited about the future that lies ahead. I do believe through our prayers and our faith in
God, Redeemer is a special place that is having an impact on our families, the community, our country, and the
world.
Each and every member of the Congregation Council this year was active in our council activities and in our
Church community. Members were Elizabeth Carroll (Co-Secretary), Laura Duval, Deanna Heier (CoSecretary), Gordon Jones, Matthew Kratz (Vice President), Steve Lancaster (Executive Committee member atlarge), Ann Lawrence, Paul Lettow, Florence Ofili-Toviho, Mickey Skelton, Julia Waldon (Youth Representative), Rob Wenk (Treasurer), Pastor Sandy Kessinger (Senior Pastor), and Dean Graves (President).

2016 saw the culmination of the call process initiated in 2015 with the call of Deacon Erin. Early in the year,
the Council received regular reports and provided feedback to the Call Committee as they worked through the
call process. With the recommendation of Erin, the Council reviewed the background material provided by
Erin and the Call Committee, met with Erin where we worshiped together and spent time discussing her aspirations, our needs, and her potential fit at Redeemer. We then spent time amongst ourselves in prayer and discussion discerning the will of our Lord regarding her candidacy and the potential of a call. We unanimously
voted to recommend Erin to the congregation and were pleased with the overwhelmingly supportive vote by
the congregation to make the call. We are already seeing the fruits of our decision as Erin integrates herself
into our worship, Christian Education/Sunday School activities, and our day-to-day church life. It is clear that
she is already starting to have a meaningful impact on our lives and freeing up time for Pastor Kessinger to
spend on activities that will make her already dynamic ministry even more so. We are all grateful to the Call
Committee consisting of Mitch Brown – Chair, Sara Egeland, Matthew Kratz, David McGuire, Gretchen
Stark, Bill Trible, Robin Truslow, Kim Wenk, Dean Graves, and Pastor Kessinger for their dedication and
faithfulness in leading us to the call to Erin.
The other most visible activity at Redeemer in 2016 was the celebration of our 60th Anniversary. In 2015 the
Congregation Council laid the early groundwork to make sure we recognized our anniversary in a festive yet
reverent manner through the appointment of the 60th Anniversary Committee. They clearly took the ball and
ran with it and through their efforts we had multiple activities throughout the year with the celebration in early
June being the highlight. How impressive it was to learn the history of our beginnings through our charter
members, unveil the artwork in the Crossroads that will be a perpetual welcoming sign for those entering our
worship space (thank you Betsy Kutscher and team for the glorious mosaic), see former and current pastors
lead us in a celebratory worship service, and then gather and celebrate in large numbers as we honored our current charter members for their dedication in the formation of our church and 60 years of membership. A very
special thanks to the Anniversary Committee consisting of Tracy Graves – Chair, Joyce Clarke, Marti Hopler,
Lynn Mullane, Larry Pittman, and Roberta Pittman, who had the vision for all of the activities that were held
throughout the year and also to the countless volunteers from the congregation who helped make the celebration so special.
The Council meets on a monthly basis with numerous e-mail exchanges and other communications in- between. In addition to the most visible activities of the call and 60th anniversary celebration, we addressed routine financial, administrative, staff, and other matters throughout the year. New and ongoing activities such as
the revival of Vacation Bible School, the various social concern ministries, the administration of our wonderful
preschool and afterschool programs, youth activities and mission trips, and Christian education activities are
discussed on an ongoing basis. There was a special emphasis on stewardship this year with recognition that we
have much more work to do in this area. While some were reasonably optimistic that giving would match expenses by year-end as we watched our running deficit continue to grow each month, all were overjoyed that
the congregation through God’s grace was able to generously give and fulfill that optimism.
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As President, I do wish to express my appreciation to the Congregation Council for their dedication to Redeemer’s mission. I have found each and every member of the Council to be expressive in voicing their opinions, yet always willing to listen and learn from the other members. At every meeting we discuss important
and sometime potentially controversial issues, yet all members of the Council are 100% respectful of others
and all put God’s will above our own as we strive to continue to grow Redeemer in its mission to share
Christ’s love with the greatest number of people. I would like to express special thanks to our three outgoing
members, Julia Waldon, Elizabeth Carroll, and Mickey Skelton. Redeemer has a tradition of our youth representatives to Council being active participants, unafraid to express their thoughts and opinions in a room full
of Type A personality adults. Julia upheld that tradition and was especially insightful in expressing her
thoughts as we went through the call discernment as well as reporting to us the various activities of our youth
programs. Elizabeth took on the task of Council Co-Secretary at her first meeting and embraced the important
role of accurately documenting our meetings professionally and accurately. She took the lead in reviving our
Vacation Bible School in August to tremendous success. Mickey was always the voice of reason on the Council during her term. Council members sometimes tend to dream big and I could always count on Mickey to be
both supportive of those big dreams but also make sure we could implement those ideas without stretching our
budget beyond reason and contemplating the effects on all and making sure the dreams of some did not become the nightmares of others.
Finally we are all well aware that Redeemer is especially blessed with the ministry of Pastor Kessinger. During a visit from Bishop Graham he confirmed for me that he sees the same “special” joy in the members of
Redeemer that I see. It is not a coincidence that we are experiencing record numbers of our youth participating
in mission trips, that we pray for an abnormally high 60 volunteers on the national day of service and get more
than 125, we set a goal of 60 purses for homeless women at N Street Village and receive nearly 150, and on
and on. Redeemer will always be a reflection of the members of its congregation through God’s call and with
Pastor Kessinger we do have a very special spiritual leader and I am especially grateful for her leadership,
guidance, and support.

2016 was a blessed year and we are grateful!!
Yours in Christ,
Dean Graves – President of Church Council
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Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; his love endures forever. – 1 Chronicles 16:34
I want express gratitude and appreciation for calling me to be part of the Redeemer family. It has been
an exciting four months, and I am honored to be part of this journey. I have enjoyed getting to know you and
your stories and hearing how God is working in your lives. I have also been encouraged to learn about all the
ways the people of Redeemer are living their faith outside these walls and making a significant difference in
the world!
When I was reflecting on the last four months, I was a bit overwhelmed with all we have accomplished! I have spent significant time learning about the Sunday School program and the diversity of programs
that we offer. We are blessed with wonderful dedicated adults who offer their gifts on a weekly basis to our
children, so please thank them each and every time you see them! We had a wonderful Christmas Brunch
where we got to know each other better and began to cast a vision for the future of Sunday School at Redeemer. Stay tuned for the next installment of this exciting conversation!
Pastor Sandy and I have been in conversation about ways we can foster and empower healthy mentor
relationships between our young people and adults at Redeemer. One of these ways was to add a Children’s
message at each service. Our kids need to know they are welcome in worship, and they need opportunities to
ask questions about their faith within the context of their larger faith community. I marvel at the ability our
young people have at seeing God. They want to know God better, and all they need are people willing to ask
them questions and journey with them on their lives of faith. What an honor it is for us to be part of those journeys!
I also had the privilege of co-leading the Fall Spiritual Retreat with Pastor Sandy. We had our largest
attendance at this one-night event while we explored finding God in Unexpected Places. We were encouraged
to hear the positive response, and we have plans to extend the next retreat to two nights to allow time for further conversation, reflection, and study.
Looking ahead in 2017, we have many exciting events on the horizon starting with Faith Alive launching in January 2017. This will be an intergenerational monthly Bible study where we will have the opportunity
to pray with and for one another while studying Scripture in the context of an intentional faith community. I
will lead the adult portion of the Bible study while Marlon will lead a time for our young people. We plan to
end each session with a joint worship experience. All are welcome!
In June 2017, I hope to take several of our confirmands (and rising confirmands) to Lutherock in Newland, North Carolina. Lutherock is a camp of the ELCA and located in the beautiful Carolina mountains. It is a
wonderful week for building relationships with God and with one another while climbing mountains, having
faith conversations, zip lining, and meeting new people!

I am very happy to be part of the ministry team at Redeemer, and I look forward to all the adventures
of the coming year!
Peace,
Deacon Erin
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Finance Annual Report 2016
Cindy Waldron chaired the Finance Committee and Rob Wenk served as Treasurer. The Finance Committee
would like to thank Veronique Thomas for her service as Redeemer’s financial accountant.
2016 Summary
The Finance Committee actively monitors Redeemer’s expenses and receipts throughout the year and worked
with the Church Council in communicating Redeemer’s finances to the church. A deficit had grown throughout the year and we entered December with one of our biggest deficits. However, given the generous contributions of the congregation, we were able to close the gap. As a result, we ended the year with a $6,774 surplus.
F&A members and staff who participated in activities this year include:
Charlie Brown
Mike Chambers
Bob Hahne
Pastor Sandy Kessinger

Larry Pittman
Doug Ubben
Cindy Waldron (Chair)
Rob Wenk (Treasurer)

F&A worked on the following activities in 2016:







Monitored financial activities throughout the year
Submitted and presented monthly financial reports to Church Council
Constructed and approved the Redeemer 2017 budget
Reviewed budgets for preschool and after school programs
Helped with reconciliations and updating financials
Reviewed financial policies and procedures

2017 Budget
The budget was created by using historical knowledge, input from committee members, and feedback from the
congregation. The preliminary budget was reviewed and approved by F&A. Cindy Waldron presented the proposed budget to the Church Council on January 16th, 2017. The Church Council approved the budget. A final
approval by the congregation is needed to complete the budget process.

Respectfully submitted,
Cindy Waldron
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LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER
SUMMARY OF 2016 OPERATING FUND ACTIVITY

Current Year
2016 Actual

2016 Budget

2016 Budget
Variance

2015 Actual

OPERATING FUND RECEIPTS
Contributions and Other

$887,607

$981,705

($94,098)

$847,981

Preschool Use Fee

13,520

32,000

(18,480)

32,004

Afterschool Use Fee

45,984

40,000

5,984

55,892

Facility Use Fee and Other

93,046

80,000

13,046

75,188

$1,040,157

$1,133,705

($93,548)

$1,011,065

$137,246

$163,200

($25,954)

$126,581

Education

1,252

7,400

(6,148)

1,941

Flowers and Decorations

(600)

1,500

(2,100)

1,168

Parish Life

7,214

5,300

1,914

3,704

Stewardship

2,159

2,000

44,259

45,850

(1,591)

48,534

634,652

692,343

(57,691)

599,413

Social Concerns

22,443

24,200

(1,757)

24,075

Synod Benevolence

55,619

55,500

Welcoming

1,340

2,000

Worship

6,492

6,000

Music

3,697

5,000

(1,303)

13,676

Youth Ministry

1,199

7,000

(5,801)

8,222

116,412
$1,033,383

116,412
$1,133,705

($100,322)

116,412
$1,005,281

Total Operating Fund Receipts
OPERATING FUND EXPENSES *
Building & Grounds

Parish Administration
Staff

Mortgage Payment (P&I)
Total Operating Fund Expenses

Excess of Receipts over Expenses

$6,774

Operating Fund Working Capital
Surplus/(Deficit) as of 12/31/2016

$71,734

* All expenses net of direct donations (i.e. flower contributions, youth mission trips, etc.)
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2,366

54,000
(660)

1,898
3,291

$6,774

$5,784

LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER

WORKING CAPITAL BALANCE SHEET - AS OF 12/31/2016
(Excludes Deferred Compensation Property & Equipment and Related Debt)

ASSETS

12/31/2016

12/31/2015

Chain Bridge Bank
Morgan Stanley
Thrivent
Advance on Mortgage
Petty Cash
Prepaid Expenses
Total Cash and Cash Equivalents

$807,926
29,748
0
300,000
37
5,306
$1,143,017

$651,217
122,966
21,363
200,000
21
0
$995,567

Total Working Capital Assets

$1,143,017

$995,567

Current Assets

Cash and Cash Equivalents

LIABILITIES
Current Liabilities and Dedicated Accounts

Accounts Payable
Free Will Giving Not Yet Forwarded
Social Concerns Accruals
Synod Benevolence Accruals
Payroll FSA Withholding
Dedicated Giving Accounts
Thanksgiving and Memorials
Pastor's Benevolent Fund
MEC Special Gifts
MMEC - Pastoral Support Reserve
Debt Reduction - Principal Pay Down
Office Equipment Replacement Reserve
Building & Grounds Replacement Reserve
Afterschool Equipment Replacement Reserve
Preschool Tuition/Other Deposits
Preschool Equipment Replacement Reserve
Preschool Consignment Sales Reserve
Total Current Liabilities and Dedicated Accounts

$20,936
14,619
6,646
13,875
288
25,685
162,463
8,079
32,592
257,627
3,368
17,189
108,009
29,659
31,224
101,316
133,512
$967,087

0
19,125
212,379
4,473
32,592
209,947
3,181
2,536
79,831
17,124
29,725
101,316
125,051
$900,206

Working Capital Fund Balances
Operating Fund Balance
Afterschool & Preschool Fund Balances
Total Working Capital Fund Balances

$71,734
104,196
$175,930

$49,270
46,091
$95,361

Total Current Liabilities, Dedicated Accounts,
and Working Capital Fund Balances

$1,143,017
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$35,056
16,654
11,216

0

$995,567

LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER
2016 TOTAL RECEIPTS - ALL SOURCES *

Giving by Members
Operating Fund Contributions
Additional Principal Pay down
MMEC - Pastoral Support Fund

$887,607

$847,981

70,172
47,681

63,196
181,414

Free Will Giving

Partner For Surgery
Gifts of Hope
N Street Village
LENS
Our Daily Bread/Britepaths
Lutheran World Response
ELCA World Hunger
Lutheran Disaster Relief
SHARE / FACETS
Refugee Families
Stop Hunger Now
Endowment Fund
Total Free Will Giving **

$28,865
485
615
2,570
2,670
1,838
360
570
175
100
57,190
1,630

Total Giving by Members & Others

$2,310
815
2,795
3,530
2,650
4,760
515
265
790
0
30,807
485
$97,068

$49,722

$1,102,528

$1,142,313

Additional Receipts
Preschool Use Fee
Afterschool Use Fee
Facility Use Fee (outside organizations)
Total Additional Receipts
Total Receipts - All Sources

$13,520
45,984
93,046
$152,550

$32,004
55,892
75,188
$163,084

$1,255,078

$1,305,397

* Not including tuition receipts to Preschool and Afterschool programs.
** Member giving receipts through church only. Does not include direct contributions to beneficiary organizations.
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LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER
SUMMARY OF DEBT
As of December 31, 2016
REVOLVING LINE OF CREDIT - CHAIN BRIDGE BANK (1)

$0

1ST MORTGAGE - CHAIN BRIDGE BANK (2)
Balance as of 12/31/14

$0

INTERNAL FINANCING (3)

$300,000

2ND MORTGAGE - CHAIN BRIDGE BANK (4)
Opening Balance 01/01/16

$916,565

Principal Payments via Mortgage

76,420

Additional Principal Payments - Debt Reduction / MMEC

170,000

Balance as of 12/31/16

$670,145

Total Debt Balance as of 12/31/16

$970,145

Terms
(1) Redeemer initiated a line-of-credit agreement with Chain Bridge Bank in June 2012. Maximum ceiling is $250,000 with terms of prime rate + 0.50%. To date we have not required use of
the line.
(2) Initiated June 2012. Terms are 4.30% interest, 15 year amortization, interest rate reset
after 5 years to 5 year T-bill + 3.0%, 10 year balloon payment. Lien paid in full November
2014.
(3) In June 2012, Redeemer borrowed $200,000 from internal cash reserves
and applied funds to 1st mortgage principal. In March 2016, Redeemer borrowed an additional $100,000 from internal cash reserves. We do not charge ourselves interest but expect to begin replenishment of reserves when mortgage is paid off or economic conditions dictate otherwise (i.e. return on cash savings exceeds mortgage rate of 4.95%).
(4) Initiated June 2012. Terms are 4.95% interest, 15 year amortization, fixed
rate (no rate reset, no balloon).
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REDEEMER ENDOWMENT FUND
2016 YEAR END STATEMENT OF PLAN ASSETS

12/31/15 Balance from Investment Statement

$109,606

12/31/15 Cash Balance in Church Account

11,708

Total Year End Balance as of 12/31/15

$121,314

Fund Activity in 2016
Contributions to Church Account

$1,630

Transfer of Redeemer Cash to Investments

9,000

Fees, Expenses and Taxes

(49)

Income from Investments

6,266

Gain/(Loss) on Investments

3,018

Less: Disbursements to Charities

0

Total Changes to Fund Balance in 2016

$19,865

12/31/16 Balance from Investment Statement

$127,842

12/31/16 Cash Balance in Church Account

4,338

Total Year-end Balance as of 12/31/16

$132,180
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Lutheran Church of the Redeemer - 2017 Proposed Budget
Expenses:
Building &
Grounds
Education
Parish Life - General
Flowers and Decorations
Mission Resource
Parish Administration
Parish Staff
Social Concerns
Synod Benevolence
Welcoming
Worship
Music
Youth Ministry
Subtotal
Loan Payment
Total

2014 Budget

Revenues:
Contributions
Other Revenue
Building Reserve
Principal
Writedown
Subtotal
Add. contributions
needed
Total

2014 Actual

2015 Budget

2015 Actual

2016 Budget

2016 Actual

2017 Proposed

197,985
8,000

169,349
1,669

174,005
8,000

126,581
1,941

163,200
7,400

137,246
1,252

151,500
7,050

5,800

3,515

5,800

3,704

5,300

7,214

5,300

1,500
2,000

(662)
2,051

1,500
2,000

1,168
2,366

1,500
2,000

(600)
2,159

1,500
2,000

45,850
586,273
23,700

51,091
620,374
23,630

45,850
647,191
24,200

48,534
599,413
24,075

45,850
692,343
24,200

44,259
634,652
22,443

45,850
707,673
24,900

52,500
2,000
6,000
5,000
5,000
941,608
174,096
1,115,704

52,500
291
8,246
5,866
(6,949)
930,970
169,279
1,100,249

54,000
2,000
6,000
5,000
5,000
980,546
116,412
1,096,958

54,000
1,898
3,291
13,676
8,222
888,869
116,412
1,005,281

55,500
2,000
6,000
5,000
7,000
1,017,293
116,412
1,133,705

55,619
1,340
6,492
3,697
1,198
916,971
116,412
1,033,383

57,240
2,000
6,000
8,000
7,000
1,026,013
116,412
1,142,425

2014 Budget
901,656
155,840

2014 Actual
866,515
187,597

2015 Budget
866,515
162,818
(25,000)

0
1,057,496

0
1,054,112

0
1,004,333

0
1,011,065

0
975,981

0
1,040,157

0
1,021,607

58,208
1,115,704

(46,137)
1,100,249

92,625
1,096,958

5,784
1,005,281

120,977
1,133,705

6,774
1,046,931

120,818
1,142,425
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2015 Actual
2016 Budget
847,981
847,981
188,067
148,000
(24,983)
(20,000)

2016 Actual 2017 Proposed
887,607
887,607
182,768
159,000
(30,218)
(25,000)

Stewardship Report 2016
One of the most vivid parables Jesus ever told is recorded in Matthew 25:31-40. "You did it to me" is a clear lesson. Actions are joined to beliefs. God wants us to respond to human need and suffering. God wants us to serve, witness, and invite.
As followers of Christ, we have been called to be people through whom Christ has eyes to see, ears to hear, feet to approach, hands to touch, hearts to feel, and souls to respond. To take up the towel of service may mean that as servants we
will advocate, work toward reconciliation, and invite people toward a new way of living that is consistent with all that
Christ came to model.
Serving, giving witness, and inviting are vital for the spiritual health of the believer and the congregation. As there are
countless needs, there are also abundant opportunities to serve and gifts to employ in the Redeemer and our larger church
community. The wonder of it all is that in serving one another, we serve Jesus Christ.
Witness to the success of this past year’s many ministries of Redeemer fills my heart to see all that we do and the possibility to further extend “Christ’s love with the greatest number of people.”
This has really been an amazing year… from all the events leading up to our 60th anniversary to the overwhelmingly positive congregational vote that resulted in the call of our Associate in Ministry, Erin Swenson-Reinhold, known to us as
Deacon Erin.
The many ministries of Redeemer are thriving and hopefully with your involvement can grow further. As an example
these ministries are:
Social Concerns Ministry – You will note from their report the myriad of ministries that we support both locally and to
different parts of this world.
Youth Ministry and Programs - As the futur e of our chur ch and society as a whole it’s a top pr ior ity that we devote
all that’s needed to nourish and support our youth, to show and build their faith for a productive, peaceful Christian society. We do this through many wonderful events and programs supported by volunteers and staff - from Sunday School for
all ages, Vacation Bible school, music programs and the mission trips.
Our Music Program/Ministry is led by Matt Osifchin and is phenomenal, from the traditional and contemporary choir, the
youth choir, and the bell choir. We also host many special events and concerts like the St. Mary’s Music Tour – Tokyo to
Washington in March and many others throughout the year.
On-going Stewardship: We ar e humbled and gr ateful for what God has done thr ough Redeemer and our chur ch
community to provide for others. And through the resources of our time, talents and financial support we will continue to
work tirelessly with Pastor Kessinger to expand our mission programs.
As we look forward to the upcoming activities at Redeemer for this year, we also desire the assurances that our financial
and your offered time and talents can meet our congregational needs. Our annual pledge provides a commitment of
planned giving on a weekly, monthly or annual basis and provides Redeemer with a sense of how best to budget to support
our missions this year and the ability to offer our time and talents based upon our interests and desires to help address and
expand our mission. For 2017 we will have an ongoing Stewardship focus that allows us to better understand the opportunities available to all, desiring to be involved at all levels of time, talent and financial support.
For the 2016 year we entered the last month of the year at a budget shortfall of $116,760 plus the monthly expenses for
December. Cheerfully our congregation supported our funding needs for our mission budget and through financial giving
ultimately exceeded our annual expense needs by $6,774.
Giving is a time for each one of us to be joyful and thankful to God for all he has given and gives daily to us. We receive
from God in order to give. Jesus said, “Give and it shall be given to you.” I thank you all for your support in the mission of
Redeemer, generously sharing your time, talents and possessions in discovering how we all can be good stewards of God’s
gifts and use them for the fulfillment of our spiritual needs and the many others in need both near and far.

Steve Lancaster, Stewardship Chair
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Membership Outreach
Annual Report 2016
Membership Outreach at Redeemer is an ongoing program to help our worship community fulfill its overall
mission to “To Share Christ’s Love with the Greatest Number of People.”
Membership Outreach team has worked to foster an ever greater hospitality and “front-door” welcome at Redeemer worship services and many special events at the church, something we hope has been noticed by our
church family and guests during the past year. A growing number of Redeemer congregants – over 50 at this
point -- have participated in such “greeting” activities, contributing their time and enthusiasm welcoming
guests and church members alike to our church. Over the past year Redeemer greeters, in addition to greeting
at regular Sunday worship services, have provided Crossroads/narthex and side-entrance welcome at various
wedding, memorial and funeral services throughout the year, as well as for Redeemer’s 60th Year Anniversary
Celebration events, Redeemer Thanksgiving Luncheon for refugees, music concerts including the Living Nativity in December, and for Christmas Eve and Christmas Day Lessons & Carols services at year’s end. Membership Outreach also managed a festival booth during last May’s McLean Day. Looking forward to 2017, we
anticipate numerous additional greeting occasions…...for example, the return of the “Welcome Table” at the
church on McLean Day, events surrounding the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation, upcoming “Immersion
in the Experiences of Refugees” initiatives, and expanding the “Front-Door” greeting to Redeemer Sunday
School venue.
As part of expanding the front-door “greeting” experience at Redeemer, Membership Outreach explores more
systematic ways of generating follow-up with newcomers and visitors to Redeemer services and events. In
that regard, we look to connect with recent new and occasional visitors to Redeemer --- through appropriatelytimed follow-up by Pastor or Membership Outreach members with those who offer indication of some interest
in returning to Redeemer for worship or community activities, and to visitors seeking a worship community to
join. This follow-up, outreach effort will of course include extending invitations to participate in specific fellowship and other activities at Redeemer, such as “Tables of Eight,” Adult Forum, youth presentations, music
performance events and community-group functions using Redeemer space --- in addition to Sunday worship
services.
Membership Outreach continues with its course of periodic, nearly quarterly special group meetings with Pastor Sandy and invited church members, with purpose to broaden involvement of the congregation in certain
aspects of Membership Outreach, share ideas about that mission, and partake in some “fellowship” time.
These gatherings usually involve six or more people and last about 60-90 minutes, with expectation that a
large part of church membership will have attended at least one such meeting over the course of the next few
years. To this point in time we have well over 40 current church members who have participated in these “one
-time-only” sessions; including spouses and other family members joining in on greeting, these represent a
much larger portion of the congregation whole. The goal for the next couple years is to nearly double the number of Redeemer congregants who have participated in such meeting.
In the course of enriching the “greeting” atmosphere at Redeemer, Membership Outreach avoids, when at all
possible, relying on rigid scheduling for church member greeting. The intention is to make welcoming gestures a commonplace practice among congregants in general when at Redeemer on any given Sunday. Advanced-scheduled assignments are used only for special services or events where specific planning is required
to assure suitable greeting presence.
Mark & Lee Cronin
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2016 Annual Report of the
Redeemer Lutheran Preschool
Redeemer Lutheran Preschool was established in 1962. RLP is an extension of Redeemer’s Education
Mission. Our vision is to be a high-quality, developmentally appropriate preschool that supports lifelong
learning in a caring, Christian environment. Each child develops at his or her own rate through a balance of
structured and unstructured activities. The preschool has a positive reputation and extends Redeemer’s reach
in our community. Preschool families attend worship services and some become Redeemer members.
In Fall 2016, we offered seven half-day classes for children 2 ½ to 4 years of age and morning students
had an option to extend their day up to three days per week. At the end of last school year (May 2016), we had
85 students enrolled in our preschool. As of December, 2016, there were 76 students attending including six
Redeemer children. Our students represent many cultures/languages including: Arabic, Bengali, Chinese,
English, French, German, Hindi, Japanese, Korean, Mandarin, Spanish, Tamil and Urdu.
The heart of our program is our caring, experienced staff. We are blessed with twelve dedicated staff
members (in alphabetical order): Golnar duChateau (2001), Delphine Engel (2008), Kristin Furth (2011), Sue
Giaquinto (2012), Cindy Goodman (2005), Norma Grobman (2010), Tammie Koenig (1998), Kristin Peters
(2015) Nancy Radcliffe (2010), and Nora Wojcik (2004). Amy Carey & Catherine Hassi (parents of former
students) joined our team in September. Madiha Cagil and Gina Thorson are pursuing other interests.
A Preschool Board appointed by Church Council provides guidance to the Director and establishes policies. The Board consists of church and non-member parents. In addition, the Pastor and Preschool Director
are ex-officio members. Parishioners are: Amy Friedrich-Karnik (President), Mickey Skelton (Council
Liaison), Jason Frye and Susan Posey. Non-members are: Cliff Blair, Cecilia Closs, Janine Gelfond and
Cheryl Gilbert.
Our semi-annual Baby/Child/Maternity Consignment Sales are typically in March and October. Our
2016 sales raised approximately $9800 for pr eschool needs and benevolence. We contr ibute 10% of
each sale back to Redeemer. While the consignment sales’ primary purpose is fundraising, it has become another outreach to our community and remaining items were distributed to several charities: Alianza Latina,
Girl Scouts of America, KidStretch of Falls Church, Trinity United Methodist of McLean’s Art for Humanity
Honduras Ministry and Women Giving Back.
We have developed opportunities for our students to help less fortunate local children through SHARE
of McLean Inc. We sponsored our seventh annual Christmas children’s toiletry drive for SHARE as well as
75 treat bags for their clients. We collected 32 bottles of baby shampoo, 25 bottles of baby wash, 68 tubes of
toothpaste and 97 toothbrushes. Unexpectedly, one of last year’s students wanted to know if we still did the
drive. She had saved her allowance to purchase toiletries and proudly dropped them off. Throughout the year,
we collect new and opened packages of diapers for Share’s youngest clients as ther e is a huge need and
WIC funds cannot be used to purchase diapers.
We are excited about the new outdoor classroom the Max Miller built for his Eagle Scout Project in
Summer 2016. It extends learning opportunities in a natural setting. Research demonstrates the many benefits
of natural play areas including increased focus and creativity/problem solving skills. It helps children work
cooperatively and make their own discoveries/connections.
In summary, Redeemer Lutheran Preschool is an important ministry as preschool families attend many
Redeemer activities and frequently attend worship services. We look forward to strengthening the bond between our preschool and church with PSK and Deacon Erin. We are committed to sharing Christ’s love with
as many of God’s families as possible. If you would like to assist the preschool in any way, please contact us.
Tamberly Koenig, Preschool Director

tkoenig@redeemermclean.org or 703-356– 3567
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Redeemer Renaissance After-School Program (RRASP) 2016 Annual Report
The Redeemer Renaissance After-School Program, now in its ninth year, continues to provide care and enrichment for children (K-6) in an after-school setting from Churchill Elementary, Franklin Sherman Elementary, Haycock Elementary, and Kent Gardens Elementary. Enrollment numbers for fall of 2016 consistently
come to 82 children from over 60 families. RRASP continues to strive to fulfill its mission to provide a vibrant community in which each child is engaged in community service projects, cultural and educational
field trips, and learning workshops - cornerstones of the program. Additionally, camps offered during
spring, summer and winter school breaks are attended by children not enrolled in the after-school program
on a space available basis
The program continues to be blessed with the ongoing support from the After-School Governing Board consisting of church members and parents. In addition to the director, Linda McConnaughay, there are seven
regular staff people, several of whom have been working multiple years for the program. Currently, five
music professionals ensure quality music education for violin, viola, piano, cello and guitar.
Program transportation for the students is provided by bus, and staffed by two staff members with CDL licenses. The bus has also been utilized at times for other programs in the church.

Children in the program continue to enjoy the use of the facility, playing on the playground and in Parents’
Hall, and doing arts and crafts projects in Fellowship Hall. They also receive homework support in the Teen
Center and have the use of 12 laptop computers. The Lego Room, in a space shared with us by the Redeemer Lutheran Preschool, continues to be popular. Music lessons and tutoring are held in the Music
Suites and classrooms. An option to participate in a French Club has also been offered this year.
Each school year there are opportunities for families to interact with one another and explore Lutheran
Church of the Redeemer. There is an annual kick-off event the Wednesday before school begins and a dinner the evening of the Living Nativity to facilitate participation in the evening’s events by Redeemer Renaissance Families. Receptions are held following the 9:45 service on Recognition Sunday and following the
Music Recital held in May. Information regarding the life of Lutheran Church of the Redeemer is made
available and there is an open invitation to the families of the children in the program to participate in all
activities of Lutheran Church of the Redeemer as the After-School Program shares Christ’s Love with the
families it serves.
Respectfully submitted,
Linda McConnaughay
Program Director
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Redeemer Social Concerns Ministry Annual Report for 2016
Last year, Redeemer’s Social Concerns Ministry continued to share God’s love with the greatest number of
people by supporting several organizations and activities. Here are some examples of the ways we demonstrated our commitment to love our neighbors as ourselves:
 by volunteering with 13 organizations and 2 Redeemer ministries (see list below)
 by offering financial contributions to 19 charitable organizations
 by organizing Redeemer’s ELCA Day of Service where over 125 volunteers donated their time, goods
and services to 10 organizations
 by collecting linens, toiletries and kitchen items for welcome kits and by collecting winter coats, hats,
and mittens/gloves for refugee families served by LSS/NCA
 by hosting a Thanksgiving luncheon for refugee families
 by partnering with Lutheran Family Services of Northern Virginia to offer services to intellectually disabled adults
 by selecting the Cleft Infant Nutrition Program of Partner for Surgery and Home Stretch’s Kidstretch preschool and child care center for homeless and other low income children as recipients of the Sue Lettow
Memorial Fund.
Social Concerns Ministry Highlights of 2016
Organization

Purpose

Highlights

American Red Cross*

Blood Drive

Conducted a blood drive

Britepaths (Our Daily Bread)*

Food

Provided food assistance to 80 families through
congregational food drives and gift cards

Capital Caring*

Hospice

Offered comfort and companionship to patients

Falls Church-McLean Children’s
Center*

Early Childhood Education

Provided snacks for children

Gifts of Hope*

Alternative gift-giving

Organized parishioner gift giving

Habitat for Humanity*

Home Building

Helped build houses for families at risk of homelessness

Lutheran Social Services*

Refugees, Youth Affected by
HIV/AIDS, Foster Care

Set up apartments for refugee families; provided
welcome kits of linens, kitchen items and toiletries;
hosted a Thanksgiving party for refugee families;
donated winter coats and other items; contributed to
Youth Haven

Lutheran Volunteer Corps*

Volunteers for Social Justice

Provided administrative assistance

N Street Village*

Homeless Women

Served 30 meals to homeless women on each of 6
occasions

Partner for Surgery*

Medical Care in Guatemala

Provided surgical care, hundreds of gifts bags and
dozens of quilts

Quilting Group

Handmade Quilts

Made quilts for Lutheran World Relief and for children served through Partner for Surgery

SHARE*

Food, Clothing, Furniture

Delivered furniture to needy families; donated food
for SHARE pantry

Shawl Ministry

Handmade Shawls and Baptismal Blankets

Given 13 prayer shawls, 7 baptismal blankets and 20
crocheted crosses for confirmands

Shepherd’s Center*

Transportation

Transported older adults to appointments

Stop Hunger Now

Food

Packaged meals to feed starving persons worldwide
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As the Highlights show, Redeemer’s Social Concerns Ministry extended itself to local, metropolitan, national, and international programs and organizations. In working with these organizations, we were able to
address food, clothing, shelter, medical, transportation, and social needs of vulnerable persons and their
families. In addition to our volunteer time, the organizations listed above with an asterisk also received
financial support from Redeemer. Other organizations that received financial support but not volunteer
time from the Social Concerns Ministry include: Bethany House, FACETS, Family Pass, Home Stretch,
Langley Residential Services, Lutheran World Relief, and the Village at Rockville. For more information,
please see Redeemer’s website at http://redeemermclean.org/connect.
The work of the Social Concerns Ministry is carried out by 17 committed Redeemer members with many
more members of the congregation being drawn into projects. Social Concerns Ministry members include:
Lynn Barth, Elizabeth Carroll, Joyce Clark, Gene Durman, Joan Durman, Tracy Graves, Bob Hahne, Deanna Heier, Kate Jones, Matthew Kratz, Judy Kuhagen, Betsy Kutscher, Diane Liesman, Linda Peterson,
Nancy Power, Gretchen Stark, and Elaine Tucker.
Anyone with an interest in any of the projects listed in the Highlights or with an idea for volunteer activity
is invited to contact Joan Durman at jgdurman@aol.com or Deanna Heier at dmheier@yahoo.com to become part of our effort.
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Report of the Youth Mentor
High School class attendance 
10 Average
Ministries of the Congregation •
•


High School Sunday School
Grades 4 - 6 Gym Night
High school bible reflection & gym night

Meetings •
•
•


Donald Page- CCNV Homeless Shelter DC
Christian Richter
Erin S
Hugh Stevenson

Community Outreach •
Collected clothing items and Christmas gifts for homeless
•
Sorted and gift wrapped Christmas gifts for the homeless
•
Distributed Christmas gifts in Washington DC for the homeless
•
Teen CBS

Juvenile Detention Center
Synod Events 
None
Projects / Events Developing •
Worked with Erin and developed a program / Bible study for parents and young children (Faith
Alive)
•
This will be on a Tuesday morning

Targeting stay at home parents in our community and available church members

Marlon Yearwood
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60th Anniversary Task Force
Annual Report 2016
The Task Force was formed to plan a year of events in 2016 celebrating our 60 years of sharing Christ’s love with
the greatest number of people.
Members of the Task Force included: Joyce Clarke, Marti Hopler, Lynn Mullane, Roberta Pittman, Larry
Pittman, and Tracy Graves
Highlights from the year of celebration include:


















60 Reflections on 60 Years book that included photo memories and reflections of 60 members and friends of
Lutheran Church of the Redeemer
Colorful Banners on the front of the church that announced our anniversary year in February/March
Sunday, April 10 - Pastor Kessinger kicked off 60 days of celebration with opening services and a reception
and music following each worship service, History of Redeemer through the Ages insert in bulletin and mosaic pins distributed
April- service project for N Street Village collecting 141 purses
May 15 -Ms. Schroeder Stribling speaks to congregation regarding donations to N street
May 22 - Church service includes Bishop Richard Graham and members of the anniversary committee participated in parts of church service, biographies of pastors and Bishop included as inserts in bulletin
June 5- Unveiling of the Mosaic in the Crossroads, Pastor Jeff Wilson preaches at special service attended by
350 members and guests
Premier of special music “Walk Humbly With your God” by Matthew Emery
June 5 -Celebratory dinner attended by 315 members and guests; program honored five charter members who
received plaques
Display highlighting former pastors and their history
Slide show highlighting our members, committees and organizations
Participation and support towards Share food drive; donations to LSS for welcome kits for refugees; Redeemer’s Service Day; and the Social Concerns Thanksgiving dinner
October- Commemorative Tree planted in the Memorial Garden
November/December
service project for Lutheran Social Services collecting over 200 coats and 186 hats, scarves and mittens
Sharing Our Best Redeemer Family & Friends Cookbook
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Christian Education
Annual Report 2016
2016 was a great year for the Christian Education Ministry. The 2016 school year started in September and
is successfully progressing.
Redeemer Christian Education Ministry has 9 classes ranging from pre-school through Confirmation and attendance has been higher than
previous years. Planning for the 2017-2018 school year has begun and
we strive for continued improvement each year. With the help of Deacon Erin we are focusing on retaining
attendance and providing the classes with an excellent curriculum, enabling our children and young adults to
form their faith.
Thanks you,
Jeanne Lighty

Building & Grounds Committee
Annual Report 2016
The Building & Grounds group has been involved with a variety of projects throughout the year. Here is a
partial list of the more significant items completed:
- The committee volunteers maintained the grounds through weeding, mulching, pruning, trimming and watering. As a result, there were significant cost savings to the church.
- The Memorial Garden was also cared for by volunteers to maintain it as special place and to keep it beautiful.
- A classroom closet was refurbished and converted into a space appropriate for the church’s archives.
- The exterior doors to the classrooms were painted to match the rest of the building.
- The pots were planted and maintained at the front entrance of the church and in the Memorial Garden.
- An area used by the Afterschool program was leveled and planted with grass to make it cleaner and safer.
- Through a generous gift from Redeemer members, the walkway to the building next door was repaved.
- Several new thermostats were added to remotely control heating and cooling in key parts of the building.
- Additional lighting was added to illuminate the new mosaic in Crossroads during the evening.
A special thanks to Gretchen Stark and Pete Poulos who have volunteered many hours over the year to care
for the grounds and the Memorial Garden. We are always looking for help with the grounds and with minor
building repairs. If you could help in any way, please send us an e-mail at RedeemerBuildingandGrounds@verizon.net. Just let us know of your area of interest.
Thank you.
Rob Wenk, Building & Grounds
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Youth Ministry

2016
After several years of significant growth in the Youth program, 2016 provided some stability.
Up to Grade 4 – Marlon meets on a quarterly basis with our youngest members to begin to build a relationship with them. Vacation Bible School was also reintroduced this year and was well received by those who
attended. We thank the volunteers who organized and taught the lessons.
Grades 4 – 6 continue to meet once a month for Gym night where they play games, enjoy snacks and get to
know each other. Marlon also engages them in a time of prayer.
Grades 7 – 8 – Confirmation Program. This continues to be one of the strongest programs led very ably by
Dawn Regan. Not only do the kids meet weekly for confirmation class, they also have confirmation workshops monthly. And they have lots of outside activities – faith formation through mission trips and retreats,
fellowship through lock-ins and mini-golf, and service with Stop Hunger Now, Living Nativity bake sale,
and pancake supper help.
High School – continue to meet for the Community Bible study on Thursdays as well as Bagel Bunch on
Sundays. In addition, they have led the Souper Bowl collection, sold flowers to raise funds for the mission
trips, helped at Stop Hunger Now, and attended the Chrysalis retreat. The most striking change that I have
seen is a greater presence in worship services – both in attendance and as active leaders.
Youth Advisory Board – Pastor Kessinger has formed a board comprised of high school students to work
more closely on leadership development. The current board consists of Max Miller, Sunny Truslow, Julia
Waldon (council representative), Linsey Wenk, and Connor Yuzon. Max Miller preached his first sermon in
September. Connor helped with training for our acolytes and crucifers. Sunny and Linsey actively participate in worship leadership. Julia represented the youth well at monthly council meetings.

Mission trips are still a very popular activity for our kids. During the summer, we sent 25 to Montana’s
Crow Reservation and 12 to Harrisburg, PA. This summer, the enthusiasm continues for 3 different trips.
Suggestions and help always welcome - Joan Bradley
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2016 Annual Report
TableTalk
Meets Sundays
9:45 to 10:45 am
Room 204

TableTalk is a small-group ministry at Redeemer in which participants explore questions of faith, build relationships, and deepen commitments to discipleship. As we gather around the table for Holy Communion as
one body in Christ, we also gather around the table as one people for study, talk, and fellowship.
The People of God in the Contemporary Church
After a spring series on parables, TableTalk began exploring the church and our role as the People of God in
the church. In the fall, TableTalk participants studied the different models of the church presented in the
New Testament. These models include:





the church as the “People of God,”
the church as the “Body of Christ,”
the church as a “Household,” and
the church as an “Ideal Community.”

We explored the use of fictive kinship language – viewing one another as brothers and sisters – and the obligation of each of us to make new disciples of Christ. We used our understanding of the New Testament
models of the church to discuss the issues confronting the contemporary church in the United States. These
include:
 declining Sunday attendance and financial support,
 relatively poor catechesis of members leaving them ill-equipped for being Christians in contemporary
society,
 an expectation that the work of the church will be primarily done by clergy, and
an “authenticity gap” with Millennials.
In particular, we tried to understand how the organizational models and structures used by the church that
were developed in post-war America may no longer be the best for the church in the 21st century.
In January we began our series on Lutheran Spirituality, investigating what it means to be spiritual in the Lutheran tradition and how individual members of the church use their spiritual gifts to fulfill their vocations in
the church and in their communities. We welcome new members to join us at any time.
Many thanks to co-coordinators Harold Hofstad and Doug Scheffler and to the participants of TableTalk!
– Robin Taylor (tabletalk.rlc@gmail.com)
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Redeemer Mutual Ministry Committee
Annual Report 2016
1. Charter: Consistent with Redeemer Luther an Chur ch’s Bylaws, “A Pastor al Ministr y Committee
shall be appointed by the pastor(s) in consultation with the president. The term of office of members of the
Pastoral Ministry Committee shall be two years. Members shall be eligible for reappointment. The committee shall provide encouragement to, and may consult confidentially with, the pastor.” The committee was
formed in 2012.
2. 2016 Activities: To fur ther the pur pose of the Mutual Ministr y Committee, we held sever al r egular
meetings at members’ homes for informal working dinners:
January 21, 2016 – Jackie and Tony Cho’s home
May 19, 2016 – Doug Ubben’s home
August 25, 2016 – Megan Kratz’s home

3. Topics: Pastor Kessinger deter mines much of the agenda for the individual meetings. Topics dur ing the year have included faith formation, spiritual growth, church roles, functions and opportunities, staffing, our role in the wider church, our youth, our 60th anniversary, our call process, and personal and family
topics.
4. Members: MMC member Tony Cho accepted a teaching position in J apan beginning in late J anuary.
Tony’s wife, Jackie, agreed to replace him.
Respectfully submitted on behalf of the MMC.
Doug Ubben
Committee members:
Jackie Cho
Tony Cho (resigned due to relocation)
Bob Hahne
Pastor Sandy Kessinger
Megan Kratz
Nancy Powers
Doug Ubben

Stained Glass Window
Annual Report 2016
Our team working on the proposal has taken many ups and downs as we proceeded. Proposals were given
to Stained Glass By Shenandoah (SGBS) in 2015. We were in high hopes that we would see Windows
soon. Not so fast, not so fast! After much work with the artist and our team's input and critiquing, we finally
have designs for all 10 windows that were acceptable to us. Then we were excited again. Windows
soon? Not so fast. Procuring the correct colors of glass, glass cutting, setting, leading, painting for depth of
design and finishing it, ALL TAKES TIME, lots of TIME.
As of late fall 2016 we now have the final proposed time schedule. So excitement again, but this time tempered with much patience on our part. We hope and pray that the final joy will come in 2017 when the Windows will be installed this fall. All 10 will arrive at the same time with installation taking about one
week. Comments or questions see, Betsy Kutscher. I will keep you informed of progress via the Tidings.
31

Music
Annual Report 2016

2016 was yet again a very exciting year for the music program at Redeemer. We tried our best to offer quality music on a weekly basis appropriate for the season, as well as special musical events throughout the year.
For Easter, we were joined by the Riverside Brass, and together with the Traditional choir performed, “O
Sons and Daughters” by K. Lee Scott. The Praise Team performed an exciting rendition of “Victory Chant”
by Donnie McClurkin with tenor soloist, Keith Craig. For each service the grand finale was the “Hallelujah
chorus” from Handel’s Messiah.
On June 5th, we celebrated the 60th anniversary and gave some very special and unique musical offerings.
We performed “Walk Humbly With Your God” by Canadian composer Matthew Emery. This was a world
premiere of the piece, and was commissioned by Redeemer with a generous donation from the Cackler family in memory of Don Cackler. We asked Mr. Emery to base the piece off of Don’s favorite bible verse, Micah 6:8. The Riverside Brass joined us again in a rousing performance of the first movement of John Rutter’s Gloria . Mary-Hannah Klontz and her daughters McKenna and Kyra sang a beautiful rendition of “Lift
Thine Eyes” from Elijah by Felix Mendelssohn.
The Traditional choir took on an ambitious endeavor by performing Faure’s “Requiem”. The orchestra included members of the Air Force band, led by Judy Cho, who is also a teacher in the after school program.
The sanctuary was filled with Faure’s beautiful music, and hearing the choir, the orchestra and organ all at
once was a sacred experience.
In December, along with the Living Nativity Scene and Christmas festival, we presented a concert which
included all of the various music groups at Redeemer. The different groups included the Youth Choir, Traditional Choir, Bell Choir, and the Praise Team. In total, over forty people performed for the concert. The finale of the evening was a contemporary arrangement, ‘Joy to the World’ by Chris Tomlin.
For Christmas Eve at the 4:00 service the Praise Team and Youth Choir joyfully lead the congregational
singing and gave special offerings. For the Traditional services we once again collaborated with the Riverside Brass as well as harpist Cara Fleck. The Traditional choir sang a particularly moving piece, “Let All the
World from Every Corner Sing” by Ralph Vaughn Williams.
Moving into 2016, we will strive to maintain a high level of excellence in all of our music offerings. We are
also planning more concerts and commissioning more new compositions.
Personally, I would like to give special thanks to all the members of the various choirs and groups, the section leaders (Chris, Amy and Waka) Kathy, Eric and Joy for generously offering their special musical gifts. I
would also like to thank Pastor Kessinger for her outstanding leadership, and the congregation for their continuing support of the music program.
Matt Osifchin
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