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Elijah became the prototype of the Old Testament prophet. 

Contest with Jezebel showed just how powerful God could be to deliver his people. 

Later the prophet Ezekiel pleaded with the Israelites once more (prior to the exile). 

He wanted them to be obedient so that the Lord could deliver them from their path to ruin. 

Once the exile became a reality, his message became one of comfort and hope for deliverance. 

Vision of the dry bones is one of the most dramatic passages on the deliverance theme. 

Details about the relationship of the latter prophets to the monarchies and the exile come later. 

 

Inter-testament period is the centuries leading up to the time of Jesus. 

During that time the people felt at least three strong pressures: 

1. One was the impact of official and traditional Jewish religion. 

2. Another was the Roman occupation which was a day-to-day reality.  It brought to an end the 

period of relative national independence won after the Maccabean revolution. 

3. Memories of this independence engendered a strong hope for a repetition of that moment in 

history when they were delivered by God. 

 

Galatians 4:4 –  

But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law. 

 

Fullness of time reflects the most ideal time in world history for the birth of Christ. 

Commencement of the Christian religion was a turning point for the entire world. 

But what took place during those centuries just prior to his birth? 

 

When the Old Testament closes, the Jewish people have resettled in Palestine in 444 BC. 

Resettlement took place after 70 years of captivity in Babylon. 

Time period is often referred to as the silent years but secular history sheds light on this period. 

In retrospect the activities of God were both active and effective. 

 

Political Scene 

Hebrews had been under Persian rule for about two centuries. 

In 332 BC Alexander the Great conquered the Persians and the Jews yielded to Greek control. 

He was reasonably tolerant of the Hebrews but sought to immerse the nation in Greek culture.  

He died in 323 BC without an heir so his empire fell into a brief period of disarray. 

Ultimately it was divided into four segments. 

 

Read Daniel 8:18-26 

 Ram with two horns is the eastern empire, uniting the Medes and the Persians under Cyrus, 

and the goat is the king of Greece, Alexander the Great.  Four horns are the kingdoms that 

follow, the four regions of the divided empire. 

 From the midst of these four kingdoms arises one who is skilled in intrigue, a reference to 

Antiochus IV (175-164 BC), who created internal division in the Palestinian Jewish 

community by aligning himself with certain factions of the people. 



Antiochus IV was one of the kings of the Seleucids of Syria who persecuted the Jews horribly. 

As a group they outlawed Judaism and attempted to destroy all copies of the Hebrew Scriptures. 

It was known as the midnight hour of the inter-biblical era. 

Eventually in 167 BC the Jews initiated a revolt. 

They struggled for more than 40 years before gaining a measure of independence. 

However, it was short-lived. 

In 63 BC the Roman general named Pompey swept through Syria and Palestine. 

He took over both territories so the holy land came under Roman rule. 

 

At the time of Jesus’ birth, Augustus was the Roman Emperor (27 BC to 14 AD). 

Herod officially ruled Galilee and Perea as a client state of the Roman Empire. 

He was responsible for building projects and for the construction of his capital, Tiberias. 

Tiberias is located on the western shore of the Sea of Galilee. 

It became a center of rabbinic learning.   

People were also governed by procurators appointed by Rome (Pontius Pilate). 

 

 
 

 

Social Circumstances 

Social environment at the time of Christ was different from that of the Old Testament. 

During the ministry of Jesus there was sharp hostility between the Jews and Samaritans. 

Samaritans were a mixture of ancient Hebrews and foreigners and known for their paganism. 

Having permission from Alexander, they built their own temple on Mt. Gerizim. 

It became a matter of contention between Jews and Samaritans. 

 

Alexander vigorously sought to Hellenize the Hebrew people (immerse them in Greek culture). 

Even certain Jewish leaders became strong advocates to this process. 

Influx of Greek influence started to weaken certain elements of Hebrew society. 



Tensions between the Gentile Greeks and the Jewish people flared. 

It explains some of the actions and reactions that we read in the Gospels and early church. 

Early Christians found Jewish communities everywhere they went. 

Scattered Hebrews were called the Dispersion: 

Ptolemy I (322-285 BC) transported many Jews from Palestine to Egypt. 

Antiochus of Syria dispersed some two thousand Jews to Lydia and Phrygia. 

Hundreds of the Hebrews were taken to Rome following the fall of Jerusalem in 70 AD. 

 

Widespread distribution of Judaism was instrumental in the success of Christianity. 

 

 

 
 

 

Greek and Roman Culture 

A number of cultural developments in this period were significant. 

Starting in 300 BC the common Greek language (Koine) became the spoken-written language. 

Paul even wrote his letter to the Christians (in Rome) in Greek. 

At the time, Koine was seen as the most precise language to convey human thoughts. 

In the providence of God, it was the language in which the New Testament was composed. 

About three centuries after the death of Christ, it was no longer the dominant language. 

 

Ptolemy II (285-246 BC) commissioned a translation of the Hebrew Scriptures into Greek. 

In our earlier studies we learned this became known as the Septuagint (LXX). 

It allowed the Greek world access to the hundreds of Old Testament prophecies about Christ. 

Romans also facilitated the advancement of Christianity in a number of important ways: 

Roman conquest unified the civilized world. 

From 27 BC to 180 AD the empire was in a state of relative peace (Pax Romana). 

It allowed early missionaries to travel freely with their message of salvation. 

Roman highways laced the empire which provided easy land transportation. 

Extension of Roman citizenship was an advantage to gospel preachers. 

Roman legal system of the first century was one of the finest in the ancient world. 

One exception: Jesus Christ  



Going back to the New Testament, we are introduced to several Jewish sects. 

Pharisees were an outgrowth of the Hebrew opposition to Greek influence. 

Sadducees developed out of the Jewish rebellion of this era. 

They were a blend of Greek and Jewish influences and associated with the Hebrew priesthood. 

They were the religious liberals of Judaism. 

Both of these sects were heavily involved in the persecution of Jesus. 

Zealots were fiercely supportive of attempts to overthrow Roman oppression by violence. 

They initiated several revolts.   

 

1 Maccabees 1 and 2 

After Alexander, son of Philip, the Macedonian (who came from the land of Kittim) had defeated 

King Darius of the Persians and the Medes, he succeeded him as king (he had previously become 

king of Greece).  He fought many battles, conquered strongholds, and put to death the kings of 

the earth.  He advanced to the end of the earth, and plundered many nations.  When the earth 

became quiet before him, he was exalted, and his heart was lifted up.  He gathered a very strong 

army and ruled over countries, nations, and princes and they became tributary to him. 

 

 
 

When Antiochus came to the throne in 175 BC the Jews were largely pro-Seleucid. 

High priestly family was split by rivalry and one member, Jason, offered the king a deal. 

For a large sum of money he wanted to be made the High Priest. 

Jason also paid the king so he could make Jerusalem a polis or Greek city. 

Such a move meant that city government would be in the hands of the citizens. 

In turn citizenship would become a valuable commodity to be purchased from Jason. 

None of this threatened the Jewish religion so it was welcomed by the leading priests. 

Three years later Jason was replaced when Menelaus paid Antiochus a larger sum. 

 

Antiochus invaded Egypt twice. 

In 169 BC he succeeded but the second time (in late 168 BC) he was forced to withdraw. 

Jason, hearing a rumor that Antiochus was dead, attacked Menelaus to take back his position. 

Antiochus drove Jason out of Jerusalem and plundered the Temple. 

He introduced measures to pacify the Egyptian border by imposing complete Hellenism. 

Jewish Book of the Law was prohibited and a Greek altar was put in the temple.   

Jewish religion was under threat and a resistance movement sprang up. 

It was led by the Maccabee brothers. 

Over the next three years it won sufficient victories over Antiochus to take back the Temple. 



Back to the Book of Daniel 

Visions of Chapters 7-12 reflect the crisis which took place in Judea in 167-164 BC. 

Crisis which the author of Daniel addressed was this defilement of the altar in Jerusalem. 

Daily offering which used to take place twice a day (morning and evening) stopped. 

Phrase evenings and mornings recurs throughout the following chapters as a reminder. 

Events leading up to the sacking of the Temple in 167 BC are remarkably accurate. 

Also accurate is the immediate aftermath of that event. 

Predicted war between the Syrians and the Egyptians (11:40-43) never took place. 

Prophecy that Antiochus would die in Palestine (11:44-45) was inaccurate as he died in Persia. 

Account must have been completed near the end of the reign of Antiochus. 

 

Purpose of the writing was to rekindle the faith of Israel. 

Book of Daniel sets the theology of the revolt. 

 

1 Maccabees 1 and Daniel 

After this he fell sick and perceived that he was dying.  So he summoned his most honored 

officers, who had been brought up with him from youth, and divided his kingdom among them 

while he was still alive.  And after Alexander had reigned for twelve years, he died.   

 

Then his officers began to rule, each in his own place.  They all put on crowns after his death, 

and so did their descendants after them for many years; and they caused many evils on the earth.  

From them came forth a sinful root, Antiochus Epiphanes, son of Antiochus; he had been a 

hostage in Rome.  He began to reign in the one hundred and thirty-seventh year of the kingdom 

of the Greeks. 

 

In those days certain renegades came out from Israel and misled many, saying – “Let us go and 

make a covenant with the Gentiles around us, for since we separated from them many disasters 

have come upon us.”  This proposal pleased them, and some of the people eagerly went to the 

king, who authorized them to observe the ordinances of the Gentiles.  So they built a gymnasium 

in Jerusalem, and abandoned the holy covenant.  They joined with the Gentiles and sold them-

selves to do evil . . .  

 

After subduing Egypt, Antiochus returned in the one hundred and forty-third year.  He went up 

against Israel and came to Jerusalem with a strong force.  He arrogantly entered the sanctuary 

and took the golden altar, the lamp stand for the light, and all its utensils.  He took also the table 

for the bread of the Presence, the cups for drink-offerings, the bowls, the golden censers, the 

curtain, the crowns, and the gold decoration on the front of the temple, he stripped it all off.  He 

took the silver and the gold, and the costly vessels; he took also the hidden treasures that he 

found.  Taking them all, he went into his own land. 

 

He shed much blood, and spoke with great arrogance.   

Israel mourned deeply in every community . . .  

But many in Israel stood firm and were resolved in their hearts not to eat unclean food. 

They chose to die rather than to be defiled by food or to profane the holy covenant. 

And they did die. 

 



Read Daniel 11 

 

Back to 1 Maccabees 2 + 

At one point, a Syrian officer demanded that local citizens make a pagan sacrifice. 

Mattathias, a village priest, refused. 

He was so filled with rage at a Jew who was making the sacrifice that he killed both men. 

He and his five sons fled to the hills where they gathered a band of loyal Jews. 

Battle cry was: 

Let everybody who is zealous for the Torah and stands by the covenant come out after me. 

 

On his death-bed in 166 BC, Mattathias commissioned his oldest son, Judas, to carry on. 

So vigorous a fighter was Judas, he was given the title Maccabeus. 

Word means hammer in reference to his hard-hitting blows against the enemy. 

Thus began the Maccabean wars, carried on by Judas, Jonathan, and Simeon. 

 

Revolt was painted as a national resistance to a foreign political and cultural oppression.   

It involved many battles in which the Maccabees used shrewd tactics. 

After the victory, they entered Jerusalem in triumph and ritually cleansed the Temple. 

They reestablished traditional Jewish worship and Jonathan Apphus became the High Priest. 

 

 
 
 

Jewish festival of Hanukkah celebrates the re-dedication of the Temple following this victory. 

According to Rabbinic tradition, the Maccabees could only find a small jug of oil that was pure. 

It was uncontaminated by virtue of a seal. 

It only contained enough oil to sustain the Menorah for one day. 

Miraculously, it lasted for eight days by which time further oil could be procured. 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Road-443-burial-cave-34.jpg


1and 2 Maccabees – Not in Jewish Canon  

There are various theories to explain the exclusion of these apocryphal books.  

One theory is that only books written originally in Hebrew were considered for inclusion. 

However, the Book of Daniel is to a large extent written in Aramaic.  

Scholars believe that 1 Maccabees was indeed written originally in Hebrew. 

 

Another theory to explain the omission is based on the dating of these documents.  

It is assumed that the biblical canon was formalized at Jamnia in 90 AD. 

Gathering of rabbis at Jamnia inherited a list of documents already unofficially recognized. 

It simply formalized this list. 

Date of the Maccabean revolt would preclude its inclusion in an already accepted previous list.  

It would be too “new” a book for serious consideration.  

 

It can be traced to the political rivalry that existed between the Sadducees and the Pharisees.  

The Sadducees openly rejected the oral interpretations of the Pharisees. 

Maccabees were a priestly family. 

Rabbis who may have set the final form of the canon were descended from the Pharisees.  

 

Perhaps the answer lies more within the realm of pragmatism and politics.  

Jewish scholars found themselves in Jamnia with the Temple destroyed and Jerusalem lost.  

Circumstances were the result of their own failed revolt against the Romans. 

It was unwise to promote a text that heralded the successful outcome of a Jewish revolt.  

It may have posed a threat both internally and externally.  

The Romans would certainly not look kindly upon the popularization of such a text. 

It might very well reintroduce the concept of revolt to a population desperately trying to survive. 

Ironically, this very internal/external struggle lies at the core of the Hanukkah story. 

 

Today there is a renewed interest in these books within the Jewish community.  

Students of Jewish history and Jewish literature recognize the value of these documents. 

Books are again being read and studied to help enrich their understanding of Hanukkah. 

 

Assignment for September 18 

God’s Saving Act in Jesus Christ 

Matthew 27-28 / Mark 15-16 / Luke 23-24 / John 19-20 

 

 

https://www.myjewishlearning.com/texts/Bible/Writings/Daniel.shtml
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/culture/2/Languages/Other_Jewish_Languages/Aramaic.shtml
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/history/Ancient_and_Medieval_History/539_BCE-632_CE/Palestine_Under_Roman_Rule/Second_Temple_Judaisms/Pharisees_Sadducees_Essenes.shtml
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwiqrOWLn7_kAhVH1lkKHfwgC1kQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https://www.christianity.com/jesus/death-and-resurrection/the-crucifixion/did-jesus-descend-into-hell.html&psig=AOvVaw1jkG1-Njw5sG_zKUGy3PL-&ust=1567963942953033

