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I start this newsletter article by citing two provisions from the ELCA Constitution and then the parallel, required 

sections in all of our Congregation Constitutions: 

 

1)   From the Statement of Purpose: We are to serve in response to God’s love to meet human needs, caring for the 

sick and the aged, advocating dignity and justice for all people, working for peace and reconciliation among the 

nations, and standing with the poor and powerless, and committing itself to their needs.  Section C4.O2.c in the 

ELCA Constitution and the same wording is used in Section C4.02.d in the constitution for each ELCA congre-

gation. 

 

2)   And then to Fulfill these Purposes: We are to study social issues and trends, work to discover the causes of op-

pression and injustice, and develop programs of ministry and advocacy to further human dignity, freedom, jus-

tice, and peace in the world.   Section C4.03.l in the ELCA Constitution  

 

 We are to respond to human need, work for justice and peace, care for the sick and the suffering, and participate 

responsibly in society.  Section C4.03.f in the constitution for Redeemer  

 

In these two provisions the constitution lists just a portion of all that the church is to do to fulfill its mission as the 

body of Christ.  In the other sections we are called to proclaim the Word of God in word and service, preserve and 

share the gospel message faithfully, nurture our members and guests through acts of love, and reach out to all peo-

ple for the sake of unity.  

 

At the ELCA Churchwide Assembly that was held from August 5-10 in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, a number of signif-

icant decisions were made that fulfill our constitutional responsibilities as the church.  This assembly is the primary 

decision-making body of our church and meets every three years.  More than 900 voting members attend from each 

of our 65 synods.  In their time together they worship, pray, engage in Bible study, listen to reports, elect leaders, 

establish policies, adopt a budget and conduct other necessary business related to the ELCA organization.   

 

I want to outline for you some of the decisions that were made and the impact it has on our congregation.  I will 

highlight the ones that refer to the sections of the constitution that I cited above.  I have included links to the ELCA 

website if you are interested in learning more.   

 

 In the ELCA we have what is known as social statements.  These statements are teaching and policy documents 

that provide a broad framework to assist us in thinking about (and discussing) social issues in the context of our 

faith and life.  The intent is to help us enter into thoughtful conversations at multiple levels, including those that 

we have with our elected officials.  At this assembly the social statement entitled Faith, Sexism, and Justice: A  

Call to Action was adopted.  It addresses gender-based violence, workplace discrimination, and economic ine-

quality.  The document can be downloaded using this link:  https://www.elca.org/womenandjustice 

 

 

https://www.elca.org/womenandjustice


 

 In the wake of multiple mass shootings in the United States, a memorial from the Metro Chicago Synod encour-

aged other synods and congregations to dedicate a time of study (and exhortation to action) on the issue of gun 

violence and public policy on guns.  It urged the Church Council (the board of directors that continues the work 

of the ELCA outside of the assembly times) to authorize the development of a social message (a document that 

focuses attention and action on timely, pressing matters of social concern) on gun violence and public policy 

that addresses human suffering and injustice. 

 

 Another memorial was sent to the assembly by the Greater Milwaukee Synod that also addressed gun violence.  

It encouraged bishops, pastors, deacons, other church leaders and members of our congregations to urge Con-

gress and state legislatures to pass an assault weapons ban to replace the ban that expired in 2004. 

 

 Two memorials sent to the assembly concerned the on-going conflict in the Middle East.  Each urged the ELCA 

to expand their relationships and dialogue with all parties and to advocate for restored and increased funding for 

humanitarian aid.  See this link for the work of the church in this area:  

      https://blogs.elca.org/peacenotwalls/elca-churchwide-assembly-passes-assembly-actions-related-to-israel-and-

palestine/  

 

Out of all the decisions that were made at the assembly the one that made national news was when the ELCA de-

clared itself a sanctuary church.  In the press it was stated that the ELCA was the first North American denomina-

tion to make this declaration.  I want to unpack that decision for you now (from the information I have to-date): 

 

As Lutherans we are called to have one foot in the world and one foot grounded in the gospel message.  From the 

pulpit we preach messages of welcome to all people without regard to race, gender, or any other categories that are 

used to separate people.  Working within the established laws, we are called to provide concrete resources to help 

those who are most vulnerable.  We understand that our current immigration system is a divisive topic and people 

have differing ideas on how to fix it.  In this declaration we stand united in our call to love our neighbor which is 

one of the basic tenets of our faith.  Each congregation is encouraged to respond in ways that remains faithful to its 

context.  In this link you can review the talking points: https://www.elca.org/SanctuaryChurch  

 

I am fully aware that we (at Redeemer) make up a good cross-section of our country in terms of where we stand on 

a variety of issues that include all the things discussed here: gender-related issues, gun control, the situation in the 

Middle East, and immigration.  Decisions made at the ELCA Churchwide Assembly enable us to continue to fulfill 

our mission: 

 

      At Redeemer our doors are open for all people to come for worship and for any of our other events in order to 

hear the gospel message.  As a welcoming church, we work with established ELCA organizations as we host 

our refugee family.  We work closely with Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Services that is one of nine re-

settlement agencies in the United States.  And all this work is done in cooperation with our government.  We 

encourage people to read our social statements and make direct contact with our elected leaders.  We pray be-

cause through prayer we know what the will of God is for each of us at this time and in this place.   

 

I am deeply invested in the work of the church (imperfect as it may be) because it ties Scripture to the real world 

and grounds us in our faith.  It is my hope that our church will continue to be the place where we can embrace our 

diversity of thoughts to do the work God has called us to do – to share the good news of Jesus Christ in word and 

service. 

 

Yours in Christ – 

Pastor Sandy Kessinger  

 

P.S.  For those who are interested here is one more link. 

It offers you a full summary of the decisions made at the assembly: 

http://relcmedia.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/ELCA-CWA-2019-Summary-rev..pdf  

 

https://blogs.elca.org/peacenotwalls/elca-churchwide-assembly-passes-assembly-actions-related-to-israel-and-palestine/
https://blogs.elca.org/peacenotwalls/elca-churchwide-assembly-passes-assembly-actions-related-to-israel-and-palestine/
https://www.elca.org/SanctuaryChurch
http://relcmedia.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/ELCA-CWA-2019-Summary-rev..pdf


 

 
 

We Worship Each Sunday 

8:30 am, 9:45 am, and 11:00 am 
 

Wednesday Morning Bible Study – 8:00 am  

Resumes on September 4 
 

Faith Formation (Sunday School) – 9:45 am 

Table Talk (Adult Class) – 9:45 am  

Resumes on September 8 
 

Wednesday Evening Bible Study – 7:15 pm  

Resumes on September 11 
 

Sunday, Sept 1   Discussion on Bible in a Year – 9:45 am  

    Prayer and Care Room (off the Coffee Hour area) 

 

Wednesday, Sept 4  Quilting Ministry – 9:30 am (also on Sept. 18) 

 

Thursday, Sept 5  Prayer Shawl Ministry – 10:30 am (also on Sept. 19) 

 

Saturday, Sept 7  Men’s Breakfast at 8:00 am (Madison Deli) 

 

Sunday, Sept 8   Kick-Off for the ELCA Day of Service  

 

Tuesday, Sept 10  Discussion over Lunch with PSK on Bible in a Year  

    11:30 am at StarNut in McLean 

 

Sunday, Sept 22  After Worship – Barrel Oak Winery  

    Confirmation Workshop – 4:00 pm     

 

Saturday, Sept 28  Memorial Service for Mary Aycock – 10:30 am  

    Greenspring Chapel (in Springfield) 

    Meet and Greet Dinner at Redeemer – 5:00 pm  

 

Sunday, Sept 29  Rise Against Hunger Concert – 4:00 pm  



 

 

Topic for 2019-2020:  Early Christian Writings II 

Everyone is welcome to attend – whether for one session or week after week 

TableTalk is a ministry at Redeemer in which participants explore questions of faith, build relationships, and 

deepen commitments to discipleship.  As we gather around the table for Holy Communion as one body in 

Christ, we also gather around the table as one people for study, talk, and fellowship – TableTalk! – Sundays 

from 9:45 am to 10:45 a.m.  

TableTalk’s Mission. We believe that it is important for those who attend services on Sunday morning to 

have a forum for in-depth study of contemporary Christianity and to be able to use those studies as a way of 

connecting Christian faith with a post-Christian, primarily secular world.  As Christians have done throughout 

the history of the church, and in accord with our Lutheran heritage, we believe that one of the best places for 

seeking understanding of the Christian faith is communal discussion with our brothers and sisters in Christ. 

Early Christian Writings. In the fall of 2018 we began a study of early Christian writings.  The writings of 

the early Christians are a rich theological treasury of what it means to be a Christian.  During the first 200 years 

of the Christian faith, Christians began to explore how to be a Christian in a mostly pagan world and how to un-

derstand the Jewish heritage of Christianity.  They debated how the church should be structured, the role of 

women, and the rituals of the faith.  They also debated the tenets of Gnostic thought and how to determine what 

was heresy.  

This year we will be exploring the next 150 years of Christian writings, from AD 300-450.  We will be ad-

dressing the following issues: 

 How to be a Christian in an Imperial Roman World after the End of Persecution  

 Becoming a Christian and Initiation Rituals 

 The Great Councils of the Church:  Nicaea, Constantinople, and Chalcedon 

 The Meaning of the Trinity and the Nature of Christ as God and Man 

 Monasticism as a Valid Form of Christian Life 

 Christians as Pilgrims and Saints 

 Formation of the Biblical Canon and Biblical Interpretation 

Text & Discussion Questions 

The text for the year is Christianity in Late Antiquity:  300-450 C.E., by Bart D. Ehrman and Andrew S. Jacobs 

(Oxford University Press, 2004).  It is available on Amazon.  Discussion questions will be provided each week 

to participants.  To sign-up to receive these emails, contact Robin Taylor at tabletalk.rlc@gmail.com.  

 

Questions? Contact Harold Hofstad, hwh10@juno.com, Doug Scheffler, dwerschef@aol.com, or Robin Taylor, 

tabletalk.rlc@gmail.com. 

TableTalk 

A Ministry of 

Redeemer Lutheran Church 

Sundays 9:45 -10:45 a.m., Room 204 



 



 

A Special Note of Thanks 

from the family of Jim Bergdahl 

 

Good morning, Pastor Sandy, 

A huge thank you to you and all of Redeemer for the stellar 5-star hospitality yesterday. I was quite im-

pressed!  

Joy and Waka’s beautiful music raised our spirits, and your message was very thoughtful and on point. You 

are right that my dad's life toward the end was not the life he once enjoyed, and he now is in the Faith Hall of 

Heroes among those who have striven to do God's work, however imperfect it may be.  

Please thank all the reception hosts and ushers who opened doors, handed out bulletins, pointed the way, ran 

the sound system, set up tables, picked up and served food, packed up, cleaned up, and locked the doors. It is 

truly a ministry of the whole people of God and a real gift to our family.  

A special thank you to Carol in the office for taking my calls, giving direction about ordering food, and creat-

ing a beautiful bulletin for the service.  

Blessings to you in your ministry. I know God will guide you and help you every step of the way. 

God's Peace be with you. 

Julie 

Advent Reflections – an Invitation 

 

Advent begins the new church year.  It is the season in which we wait and prepare for the coming of Jesus 

Christ both as the infant on Christmas and as the Risen Lord at the Second Coming.  It is a time of reflection 

and contemplation in the face of the busyness of the season. 

For Advent 2019 (December 1-24), a series of reflections for devotional use will be available. These reflec-

tions will represent the thoughts and prayers of the Redeemer community. 

The Scripture sections to be used will be selected from prophets’ writings at the end of the Old Testament, 

those about fellowship with God found in the First Epistle of John, and from Revelation.  For nearly 400 

years after the time of those prophets until the time of Jesus, the people of God who were waiting for the 

promised Messiah remembered what the prophets had said.  After Jesus’ ascension, the people waited for his 

return.  During the season of Advent, we, too, intentionally wait. 

You are invited to write one of the reflections for Advent 2019.  You don’t need to be a Biblical scholar to 

write a reflection.  You don’t need to write a long essay; all that’s needed:  a few sentences/two paragraphs 

(or a poem/haiku) and a prayer that says what thought or word in the text “spoke” to you.  These reflections 

are to be a tool for meditation for us, an opportunity to come closer to God, during the Advent season. 

Please contact Diane Miller (dianemillerva@gmail.com) or Judy Kuhagen (judy.kuhagen@gmail.com)  by 

October 1, 2019 to indicate your interest and to ask for more information. Reflections should be submitted no 

later than November 1, 2019. 

mailto:dianemillerva@gmail.com)
mailto:judy.kuhagen@gmail.com)


 

Serving in Sunday Worship Services 

 
Would you like to be more involved with Worship at Redeemer but you are not sure how to help? 

Would you like to serve when it fits into your schedule? 

Would you like visitors to know that everyone is welcome to participate in Worship? 

Would you like to share your gifts with others in Worship? 

  

If you answered yes to even one of the questions above, volunteering to serve in Worship is for you! 
Keep reading for more details...... 

  

It takes how many people???? 
  

Each Sunday we need approximately 30 to serve (10 people per service).  The time required is 15-30 minutes in 

addition to attending the service.  You can commit to as many Sundays as you want but the average is 6-8 times 

a year.  Scheduling is flexible and is based on your availability.  And – yes – there is training. 

  

How can I serve?  
  

Chancel Care (setting the altar  for  Communion) - Chancel Care involves arriving about 15 minutes before 

the service and setting up for Holy Communion, and staying about 15 minutes after the service to clean up.   

Contact:  Phyllis Mallard at ppetermallard@yahoo.com 

  

Ushers - Arrive 15 minutes before the service, distribute bulletins, give directions to rest rooms, collect the of-

fering, bring forward the Communion Elements, direct people at the time of Communion, and after the service 

put the offering in the safe. 

Contact: Andy Pribulka at  abp.sds@erols.com or 301-385-6606 cell 

  

Greeter - Arrive 15 minutes before and/or stay after the service, open the doors for people as they enter and ex-

it, and welcome all the people who come into our building. 

Contact: Mark Cronin at mlm.cronin@gmail.com  

  

Communion Assistant - 8:30 am and 11 am arrive 15 minutes before the service to robe and process in during 

the opening hymn, sit up front, come forward and assist in serving Communion, process out during the closing 

hymn.  To serve at 9:45 am, attend the service and come forward to serve Communion. 

Contact:  Kim Wenk at kbwenk@gmail.com   or 703-909-3424 cell 

  

Reader - the readings are available on the Redeemer website, so you can read them over at home or you can 

arrive a little early before the service and read over the readings in the bulletin.  Come forward to the podium to 

read, microphone will be set and you read in your regular voice. 

Contact:  Kim Wenk at kbwenk@gmail.com   or 703-909-3424 cell   

  

Acolyte/Crucifier - Arrive 15 minutes early to robe, light the altar candles, stand in the narthex with the 

Cross.  Process in with the Cross and place it up front, Process out with the Cross.  Assist with Communion 

Contact:  Kim Wenk at kbwenk@gmail.com   or 703-909-3424 cell   

  

Assisting Minister - arrive 15 minutes before the service to robe.  Process in during first hymn, read the Pray-

ers, Communion, process out and give the sending. 

Contact:  Kim Wenk at kbwenk@gmail.com   or 703-909-3424 cell   

  

Carol D'Amico, in the church office,  703-356-3346 or cdamico@redeemer.org 

can also be contacted if you have an interest to be coached and/or be put on the schedule. 

mailto:mlm.cronin@gmail.com
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SAVE THE DATE  

ELCA Day of Service Kick-Off 

Sept 8, 2019 

~ God's work. Our hands. ~ Sunday  

What is God’s Work. Our Hands. Sunday? 

 
“God’s work. Our hands.” Sunday is an opportunity to celebrate who we are as the Evangelical  

Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) – one church, freed in Christ to serve and love our neighbor. Since 2013, 

thousands of ELCA congregations have participated in this opportunity and dedicated one day to serve com-

munities in ways that share the love of God with all people.  

 

We are a church that rolls up our sleeves and gets to work. 

 
Whether we are preparing and delivering meals to people rendered homeless or helping refugees settle into our 

community, our service activities offer an opportunity for us to explore one of our most basic convictions as 

Lutherans: that all of life in Jesus Christ – every act of service, in every daily calling, in every corner of life – 

flows freely from a living, daring confidence in God’s grace. 

 

At Redeemer, we encourage people to participate in ongoing service activities, some happening on the Day of 

Service and many others occurring through the year.   

 

What can I do on September 8? 

 
You can stop by our lemonade stand to help us raise money for Rise Against Hunger.  Each day 

250,000 people die from hunger-related causes. To respond to this ongoing tragedy, Redeemer will 

again host a Rise Against Hunger meal packaging day on November 2, where 1,200 volunteers will put 

together 300,000 meals.  To do that, Rise Against Hunger must raise $93,000.  You can help by mak-

ing a monetary donation and by signing up to work a 2 hour shift on November 2.  

 

For those wishing to express solidarity and unity for all faith groups in the DC metro area, you can join 

the Unity Walk in DC.  Sponsored by the Interfaith Council of Metropolitan Washington, the Unity 

Walk is expected to draw 900 people of all ages and backgrounds to visit 11 different houses of wor-

ship in upper Northwest DC.  Information about the Walk will be available in the Crossroads on Sep-

tember 8 or you may contact Judy Kuhagen now at judy.kuhagen@gmail.com. 

 

Plan to help others throughout the year by getting information at our  Social Concerns tables in 

the Crossroads on September 8.  Did you know that Redeemer, through its Social Concerns Ministry, 

volunteers its services and/or financial support to 20 organizations/groups in our area?  Learn how you 

can help people who need food, clothing and furniture; who are homeless and need housing; who need 

health care; who benefit from family support services, refugee services, early education and transporta-

tion services; as well as groups that provide spiritual comfort, social justice and international relief. For 

additional information, please contact Ellen Kennedy, ellen.kennedy@cox.net. 

mailto:judy.kuhagen@gmail.com


 

Scarf Drive for N Street ends September 22 

 

 The prayer shawl committee will be collecting winter scarves for N Street Ministries until September 

22.  Place donations of handcrafted, purchased, or clean gently used winter scarves in the box in the Cross-

roads.  For those who would like to make an in-kind or monetary donation to N Street Ministries the link is  

https://www.nstreetvillage.org/make-a-donation/ 

Habitat for Humanity 
 

There are slots open for our next 2 Habitat for Humanity build dates: 

 

Wednesday, September 4, 8:30-3:30 

Saturday, October 5, 8:30-3:30 

   

 Build Site:  3603 Keota St, Alexandria VA 

 

All are welcome, age 16 and up.  As always, there will be tasks for EVERYBODY, prior building experience 

and skills are not required and they will teach anything you need to know. 

For more information and to volunteer, go to SignUpGenius page at http://tinyurl.com/Habitat-IC 

Questions:  Ellen Kennedy, Ellen.kennedy@cox.net   or 571-228-2505 

Here is Your August Ham Report. 

 

On August 1, Roberta Pittman delivered 9 boxes of ham weighing 275 pounds to ThriveDC from the Falls 

Church and Fairfax Honey Baked Ham stores. 

On August 8, Gordon Jones delivered 2 boxes of ham weighing 70 pounds to ThriveDC from the Fairfax store. 

On August 15, Scotty Skotzko delivered 7 boxes of ham weighing 245 pounds to Martha's Table from the Falls 

Church and Fairfax stores. 

On August 22, Steve Greanias and Rick Stewart delivered 5 boxes of ham weighing 175 pounds. Three boxes 

went to Community Family Life Services and two boxes to Martha's Table. The Fairfax and Falls Church 

stores donated the ham. 

On August 29, Roberta Pittman delivered 3 boxes of ham weighing 90 pounds to ThriveDC from the Fairfax 

store. 

On August 29, Ralph Dutrow delivered 19 boxes of ham weighing 665 pounds to MANNA from the Reston 

store.  

So for the month of August we delivered a total of 1,520 pounds of ham. 

A great month! The breakdown for the month is MANNA 665 pounds;  

ThriveDC 435 pounds; Martha's Table 315 pounds and Community Family Life Services 105 pounds. 

That brings our total deliveries for 2019 to 8,905 pounds of ham. Our year to date breakdown is as follows: 

MANNA 3,010 pounds; Martha's Table 2,065 pounds; ThriveDC 1,795 pounds; DC Central Kitchen 1,015 

pounds; Community Family Life Services 665 pounds; the First Baptist Church of Manassas 175 pounds; 

N Street Village 110 pounds and the Father McKenna Center 70 pounds. All weights are approximate.  

If anyone is interested in joining our fine crew of ham runners, please contact Rick Stewart at:  

ricstew2002@yahoo.com 

Thanks to everyone for volunteering to take a bite out of hunger. 

https://www.nstreetvillage.org/make-a-donation/
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Youth and Family News 

September Newsletter 

 
Greetings Redeemer! 

 

It has been a busy summer at Redeemer.  We had a great time at Vacation Bible School, Lutherock, and the 

mission trip to Minnesota. As we  start another school year there are a few changes we have made to the Youth 

and Family ministry at Redeemer. You all should have received a letter explaining about our changes to Faith 

Formation opening and high school ministry. I recognize change can be scary and hard, but it can also bring 

great joy and new opportunities. If you have any questions, please feel free to reach me at  

Amanda@Redeemermclean.org. 

 

Here is what's coming up in September: 

 

September 8 First Day of Faith Formation at 9:45am  

  Preschool through 2nd grade start in the sanctuary  

  3rd-8th start in classrooms 

September 8 Middle School Youth Group 4-6pm in Fellowship Hall 

September 8 High School mission trip meeting 6pm in Fellowship Hall (we're going to Nashville, TN!!) 

September 22 Faith Practice for Preschool students and parents during Faith Formation 

September 22 Confirmation 4-6pm (no Faith Formation for 7th & 8th grade at 9:45 am) in Fellowship Hall 

September 22 High School Youth Group 6-8pm in Fellowship Hall          

 

If you are not receiving the youth and family weekly email and would like to receive it, please email Amanda 

at amanda@redeemermclean.org. Included each week will be the upcoming events for all youth and family 

events that occur at Redeemer. We hope a weekly email specifically addressed to families will empower our 

young people and families to feel connected and encouraged to build strong families of faith.  

 

Peace, 

Amanda      

Director of Youth Ministry   



 

Redeemer's Current Financial Status 

 

In response to requests from members, we are providing you with a more timely update on our year-to-date 

finances. Here is the summary as of the end of August: 

         $703,319  Offerings, Contributions and Other Revenues  

         $816,402  Actual Expenses (Versus Budget of $817,094) 

        -$113,083  Shortfall Year-To-Date as of 8/31/19 

Please keep Redeemer in your prayers as we enter the busy fall season. Your continued support of our mission 

together at Redeemer is greatly appreciated. 

Survey Results 

 

Here is a summary of the results from Redeemer's recent survey on our current and future building and site 

needs. The following represents the number of respondents who rated the need to develop plans to address the 

areas as Extremely, Very or Somewhat Important: 

 

83% Overflow parking options due to construction next door  

43% Options for development and location of a columbarium  

95% Remodeling of old classrooms, offices & related spaces 

 

We have initiated high level planning efforts in these areas and will be reviewing initial conceptual options 

with the members who volunteered to be part of the planning task force. Additional information will be dis-

tributed as it becomes available.      



 

“Bible Talk” at Redeemer in September 

 

We have reached the two-thirds point in the year if you are “on schedule.”  However, most of us are taking our 

time reading the Bible.  Either way we hope you will continue.  We will be resuming opportunities “to talk” in 

coming weeks. 

 Adult Talk and Walk – This activity will resume in October.   

 Adult Talk and Eat – Lunch with Pastor Kessinger on Tuesday, September 10, at 11:30 am (StarNut) and 

Dinner with Pastor Kessinger on Tuesday, October 1, at 6:30 pm (Pulcinella) 

 Adult Just Talk – Sun., Sept. 1, 9:45-10:45 a.m.:  meet in the Prayer and Care Room.  Contact Diane Miller 

(dianemillerva@gmail.com) if you want more information.   You do not need to sign up!  Just come as you 

are! 

A reading list giving sections of the Old Testament and the New Testament plus verses from Psalms and Prov-

erbs are posted each Monday on the home page of Redeemer’s website under Bible Talk.  There is also a link 

there giving the readings for the full year.  Readings for the week are also included in each Sunday’s an-

nouncements insert.  Information for September is given below.  

What are some of the topics in the sections for September? 

 Job 40-42 (the end of the story of a righteous man tested by Satan with God’s permission): after Job speaks 

to God, God challenges him and Job is both humbled and satisfied; Job’s fortunes are restored by God and 

he has more sons and daughters 

 Ecclesiastes (by an unnamed author considered originally to have been King Solomon):  the story of the 

life of the Teacher about his search for wisdom and its limitations; many phrases have become part of pop-

ular culture 

 Song of Solomon (another book not by Solomon):  a book unusual in the Old Testament because it doesn’t 

refer to the Law, the Covenant, or God; it tells of a sexual relationship that the Jewish people considered to 

be an allegory of the relationship between God and Israel and that Christianity says is the relationship be-

tween Jesus and the Church; it is read on the Sabbath during the festival of Passover. 

 Isaiah 1-62 (by the prophet Isaiah and one or more other authors, much of it written during and after the 

Babylonian captivity):  judgment on Israel and all other nations; but the grace of redemption through the 

royal savior (messiah) King Cyrus of Persia; important influence on Christianity of a redeemer who for-

gives sins and restores all things: with Psalms, the two Old Testament books most quoted in the New Tes-

tament in the words of Jesus and Book of Revelation; also many phrases appear in literature and popular 

culture  

 2 Corinthians 5-13 (a letter of Paul after his second journey to Corinth):  Paul’s authority has been attacked 

and so he justifies himself as an apostle of Christ Jesus; he stresses the necessity of living by faith and the 

vitality of reconciliation; he warns of false apostles and expresses his concerns for the Corinthian church 

 Ephesians (a letter to several churches; attributed to Paul but now scholars say it was written by a disciple 

of Paul):  the unity of Jews and Gentiles in Christ and in His Church; the contrast of the old life with the 

new and the rules for the new life in Christ 

 Philippians 1-2 (a composite of Paul’s letters to the church at Philippi, likely written while he was in prison 

in Rome):  Paul assures his readers about his own situation, saying that his faith causes him to rejoice; he 

commends his co-workers Timothy and Epaphroditus   

 

mailto:dianemillerva@gmail.com)


 

“Bible Talk” Readings for September 2019 

 

 

 

 

September 1 September 2 September 3 September 4 

    Job 40:1-42:17 
    2 Corinthians 5:11-21 
    Psalm 45:1-17 
    Proverbs 22:14 

    Ecclesiastes 1:1-3:22 
    2 Corinthians 6:1-13 
    Psalm 46:1-11 
    Proverbs 22:15 

    Ecclesiastes 4:1-6:12 
    2 Corinthians 6:14-7:7 
    Psalm 47:1-9 
    Proverbs 22:16 

    Ecclesiastes 7:1-9:18 
    2 Corinthians 7:8-16 
    Psalm 48:1-14 
    Proverbs 22:17-19 

September 5 September 6 September 7 September 8 

    Ecclesiastes 10:1-

12:14 
    2 Corinthians 8:1-15 
    Psalm 49:1-20 
    Proverbs 22:20-21 

    Song of Solomon 1:1- 
4:16 
    2 Corinthians 8:16-24 
    Psalm 50:1-23 
    Proverbs 22;22-23 

    Song of Solomon 5:1-8:14 
    2 Corinthians 9:1-15 
    Psalm 51:1-19 
    Proverbs 22:24-25 

    Isaiah 1:1-2:22 
    2 Corinthians 10:1-18 
    Psalm 52:1-9 
    Proverbs 22:26-27 

September 9 September 10 September 11 September 12 

    Isaiah 3:1-5:30 
    2 Corinthians 11:1-15 
    Psalm 53:1-6 
    Proverbs 22:28-29 

    Isaiah 6:1-7:25 
    2 Corinthians 11:16-33 
    Psalm 54:1-7 
    Proverbs 23:1-3 

    Isaiah 8:1-9:21 
    2 Corinthians 12:1-10 
    Psalm 55:1-23 
    Proverbs 23:4-5 

    Isaiah 10:1-11:16 
    2 Corinthians 12:11-

21 
    Psalm 56:1-13 
    Proverbs 23:6-8 

September 13 September 14 September 15 September 16 

    Isaiah 12:1-14:32 
    2 Corinthians 13:1-14 
    Psalm 57:1-11 
    Proverbs 23:9-11 

    Isaiah 15:1-18:7 
    Galatians 1:1-24 
    Psalm 58:1-11 
    Proverbs 23:12 

    Isaiah 19:1-21:17 
    Galatians 2:1-16 
    Psalm 59:1-17 
    Proverbs 23:13-14 

    Isaiah 22:1-24:23 
    Galatians 2:17-3:9 
    Psalm 60:1-12 
    Proverbs 23:15-16 

September 17 September 18 September 19 September 20 

    Isaiah 25:1-28:13 
    Galatians 3:10-22 
    Psalm 61:1-8 
    Proverbs 23:17-18 

    Isaiah 28:14-30:11 
    Galatians 3:23-4:31 
    Psalm 62:1-12 
    Proverbs 23:19-21 

    Isaiah 30:12-33:9 
    Galatians 5:1-12 
    Psalm 63:1-11 
    Proverbs 23:22 

    Isaiah 33:10-36:22 
    Galatians 5:13-26 
    Psalm 64:1-10 
    Proverbs 23:23 

September 21 September 22 September 23 September 24 

    Isaiah 37:1-38:22 
    Galatians 6:1-18 
    Psalm 65:1-13 
    Proverbs 23:24 

    Isaiah 39:1-41:16 
    Ephesians 1:1-23 
    Psalm 66:1-20 
    Proverbs 23:25-28 

    Isaiah 41:17-43:13 
    Ephesians 2:1-22 
    Psalm 67:1-7 
    Proverbs 23:29-35 

    Isaiah 43:14-45:10 
    Ephesians 3:1-21 
    Psalm 68:1-18 
    Proverbs 24:1-2 

September 25 September 26 September 27 September 28 

    Isaiah 45:11-48:11 
    Ephesians 4:1-16 
    Psalm 68:19-35 
    Proverbs 24:3-4 

    Isaiah 48:12-50:11 
    Ephesians 4:17-32 
    Psalm 69:1-18 
    Proverbs 24:5-6 

    Isaiah 51:1-53:12 
    Ephesians 5:1-33 
    Psalm 69:19-36 
    Proverbs 24:7 

    Isaiah 54:1-57:14 
    Ephesians 6:1-24 
    Psalm 70:1-5 
    Proverbs 24:8 

September 29 September 30     

    Isaiah 57:15-59:21 
    Philippians 1:1-26 
    Psalm 71:1-24 
    Proverbs 24:9-10 

    Isaiah 60:1-62:5 
    Philippians 1:27-2:18 
    Psalm 72:1-20 
    Proverbs 24:11-12 

    



 

      A Bible Talk Reflection on the Book of Psalms 

 

I am participating in the Redeemer Read the Bible in a year effort and noted that the Book of Psalms is read in 

its entirety twice during the year. I am also attending the Wednesday evening Bible study sessions where the 

study of the Book of Psalms has been the recent focus of the group. I felt motivated to access commentaries 

available on the internet to further my understanding of the Psalms. 

 

The Book of Psalms is the largest book in the Bible with 150 chapters(psalms), and the most quoted Old Testa-

ment book in the New Testament. The Hebrew title for the book is Sepher Tehillim, meaning Book of Praises, 

and the verses in Hebrew were composed so they could be sung or chanted. There are many categories of 

psalms including praises, prayers, laments, supplications, wisdom, thanksgiving, pilgrim, and prophesy. There 

are sixteen prophecy psalms (2,8,16,22,23,24,40,41,45,68,69,72,89,102,110,118) that are considered to fore-

tell, or point to, the coming of the Messiah.  

 

The Book of Psalms profoundly impacted the lives of many renowned Christians, including Martin Luther, 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer, and Saint Augustine. 

 

Martin Luther in his preface to the Psalms in his translation of the Bible into the common language of the Ger-

man people states that “the Psalter should be precious to us if only because of it most clearly promises the 

death and resurrection of Christ”. He also thought it could well be entitled a “Little Bible”. Luther believed 

that the psalms were to teach us how to pray. He wrote “Every Christian who would abound in prayer and pie-

ty ought to make the Psalter his manual.” 

 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer notes that “the Psalter filled the life of early Christianity, but more important than all of 

this is that Jesus died on the cross with words from the Psalms on his lips.” He was referring to Psalm 22:1, 

and Psalm 31:5. Bonhoeffer authored Psalms: The Prayer Book of the Bible. Praying the psalms was a core 

spiritual practice to him, and that we pray them in and through Jesus. He believed that “the more deeply we 

grow into the psalms and the more often we pray them as our own, the more simple and rich our prayer be-

comes.” 

 

Saint Augustine frequently referenced the Psalms in writing the Confessions. He was also an advocate of pray-

ing the psalms. He believed that “If the psalm prays, you pray; if it laments, you lament; if it exults, you exult; 

if it hopes, you hope; if it fears, you fear. Everything written here is a mirror for us.”  

You are invited to join the Wednesday evening Redeemer Bible study group when we convene again on Sep-

tember 11 and will resume our lessons on the Book of Psalms. 

 

Larry Pittman   



 

Barbara Donne 9/1 

Jennifer Henshall 9/1 

Lisa Richter 9/1 

Zachary Risseeuw 9/1 

Heather Waldon 9/1 

Rebecca Moser 9/2 

Peyton Ostrup 9/2 

Jennifer Jordan 9/3 

Mackenzie Niles 9/3 

Stacy Pence 9/3 

Bettina Roundey 9/3 

Matthew Anderson 9/4 

Susan Garman 9/4 

David Zimmerman 9/4 

Helen Goldfrank 9/5 

Deanna Heier 9/5 

Jason Koenig 9/5 

Grace Myers 9/6 

Carolyn Valuch 9/6 

Peter Kutscher 9/7 

Autumn Reese 9/7 

Michael Sheehan 9/7 

Gabriel Devore 9/8 

James Goodwin 9/8 

Walker Pence 9/8 

Glenn Waldron 9/8 

Elisabeth Brittin 9/9 

Thomas Engle 9/9 

Caitlin McBride 9/9 

Elin Schwartz 9/9 

DeAnn Allen 9/10 

Ella Budde 9/10 

Joan Coffman 9/10 

Lauren Markwart 9/10 

John Pleasant 9/10 

Annabel Richter 9/10 

Robert Wenk 9/10 

Elizabeth Apple 9/11 

Kenneth O’Brien 9/11 

Charles Shelleman Jr. 9/11 

James DeGrafft 9/12 

Cynthia Hendricks 9/12 

Jonathan Grau 9/13 

Dana Karangelen 9/13 

Eve Stewart 9/13 

Matthew Swarm 9/13 

Erica Epstein 9/14 

Jonathan Grau 9/14 

Judy Martin 9/14 

Michael Petersen 9/14 

Johnny Bruemmer 9/15 

Camryn DeGrafft 9/15 

Karin Kutscher 9/15 

Jack Posey 9/15 

Eric Thronson 9/15 

Sophien Djemmal 9/16 

Charlotte Frisbie 9/16 

Michael O’Brien 9/16 

Mark Madsen 9/17 

Phillip Merrill 9/17 

Chris Miller 9/17 

William Gibson 9/19 

Kate Jones 9/19 

Alexandra Lettow 9/19 

Olivia Madsen 9/19 

Judith Parkinson 9/19 

Shannon Wilson 9/19 

David Broderdorf 9/20 

Colin Dunleavey 9/20 

Ellen Opsal 9/20 

Paul White 9/20 

Elizabeth Corvari 9/21 

Nicholas Corvari 9/21 

Paul Goodwin 9/21 

Douglas Johnson 9/21 

Jennifer Laredo 9/21 

Emma Bradley 9/22 

Carolyn Gilbertson 9/22 

Thomas Mueller 9/22 

Stefanie Schroeter 9/22 

Luke Austin 9/23 

Timothy Crawford 9/23 

Carol Honigberg 9/23 

Nicole Sheehan 9/23 

Yasmina Shields 9/23 

Kristen Silverberg 9/23 

Christine Stelter 9/23 

May Wilson 9/23 

Clara Hernadi 9/24 

Geraldine Schumacher 9/24 

Jerry Hahne 9/25 

Steve Mallard 9/25 

Claire Broderdorf 9/26 

Soraya Hashemi 9/26 

Elainne Lea 9/26 

Roberta Pittman 9/26 

July Rodriguez 9/26 

Caroline Austin 9/27 

Leslie Humes 9/27 

Jack Lettow 9/27 

Liina Richardson 9/27 

Florence Hall 9/28 

Margaret Honigberg 9/28 

Brian Stewart 9/28 

William Thompson 9/28 

Sarah Angstadt 9/29 

Larry Gilbertson 9/29 

Robert Gilbertson 9/29 

Benjamin Kostelancik 9/29 

Timothy Kostelancik 9/29 

Matthew Cronin 9/30 

George Hall 9/30 

Sonja Kuhn 9/30 



 

Sun 9/01 8:30a Traditional Worship   NA 
  9:45a Contemporary Worship  NA 
  11:00a Traditional Worship   NA 
  12:30p MOJO Volleyball   PH 
       
Mon 9/02 6:30p MOJO Volleyball   PH
   
Tue 9/03 12:00p Rotary    FH 
  6:30p MOJO Volleyball                    PH 
  7:00p Boy Scout Troop 1916  FH 
   
Wed 9/04 8:00a Bible Study   CR 
  9:30a Quilting    FH 
  6:30p MOJO Volleyball   PH 
  7:00p Hadi Meditation   CL 
  8:00p Al-Anon    CL 
 
Thu 9/05 10:30a Prayer Shawl Ministry  LI 
  5:00p Teen CBS   CL 
  6:30p MOJO Volleyball   PH 
 
Fri 9/06 5:30p Thronson Wedding Rehearsal  NA 
 
Sat 9/07 5:00p Thronson Wedding   NA 
  
Sun 9/08  ELCA Day of Service 
  8:30a Traditional Worship   NA 
  9:45a Contemporary Worship  NA 
  11:00a Traditional Worship   NA 
  12:30p MOJO Volleyball   PH 
   
Mon 9/09 6:30p Aerobics    CR 
  6:30p MOJO Volleyball   PH 
  7:30p Congregation Council  CR 
 
Tue 9/10 12:00p Rotary    FH 
  6:00p Langley Residential Services  CR
  6:30p MOJO Volleyball                    PH 
  7:00p Boy Scout Troop 1916  FH 
  7:00p Finance and Administration  LI
  
Wed 9/11 8:00a Bible Study   CR 
  6:30p MOJO Volleyball   PH 
  7:00p Hadi Meditation   CL 
  7:15p Bible Study   CR 
  8:00p Al-Anon    CL 
 
Thu 9/12 5:30p Teen CBS   PH 
  6:30p MOJO Volleyball   CR 
  7:00p Bell Choir   MSA 
  7:45p Traditional Choir   MSB 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      
Sun 9/15 8:30a Traditional Worship   NA 
  9:45a Contemporary Worship  NA 
  11:00a Traditional Worship   NA 
  12:30p MOJO Volleyball   PH 
 
Mon 9/16 6:30p Aerobics    CR 
  6:30p MOJO Volleyball   PH 
    
Tue 9/17 12:00p Rotary    FH 
  7:00p Boy Scout Troop 1916  FH 
   
Wed 9/18 8:00a Bible Study   CR 
  9:30a Quilting    FH
  6:30p MOJO Volleyball   PH 
  7:00p Hadi Meditation   CL 
  7:15p Bible Study   CR 
  8:00p Al-Anon    CL 
 
Thu 9/19 5:30p Teen CBS   RLC 
  6:30p MOJO Volleyball   CR 
  7:00p Bell Choir   MSA 
  7:45p Traditional Choir   MSB 
 
Sun 9/22 8:30a Traditional Worship   NA 
  9:45a Contemporary Worship  NA 
  11:00a Traditional Worship   NA 
  12:30p MOJO Volleyball   PH 
 
Tue 9/23 12:00p Rotary    FH 
  7:00p Boy Scout Troop 1916  FH 
  7:00p Stoneleigh Association  MSA 
 
Wed 9/24 8:00a Bible Study   CR 
  6:30p MOJO Volleyball   PH 
  7:00p Hadi Meditation   CL 
  7:15p Bible Study   CR 
  8:00p Al-Anon    CL 
 
Thu 9/25 5:30p Teen CBS   RLC 
  6:30p MOJO Volleyball   CR 
  7:00p Bell Choir   MSA 
  7:45p Traditional Choir   MSB 
 
Sat 9/28 8:00a McLean H.S. Car Wash  RLC 
  5:00p Meet and Greet Dinner  FH 
 
Sun 9/29 8:30a Traditional Worship   NA 
  9:45a Contemporary Worship  NA 
  11:00a Traditional Worship   NA 
  12:30p MOJO Volleyball   PH 
 
Mon 9/30 6:30p Aerobics    CR 
  6:30p MOJO Volleyball   PH 
 
 
 


