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TIDINGS 

A MESSAGE FROM 

PASTOR KESSINGER 

 

For Everything There Is a Season 

 

We have been blessed over the last three years to have Pastor Erin as part of our ministry staff.  She has worked 

faithfully to develop a strong foundation for our Faith Formation classes and has spent quality time with our young 

families.  Her counseling skills have made it easy for people to confide in her on sensitive issues.  Her personality 

has made it just as easy for us to quickly love her.  God has blessed her with wonderful people skills that are 

matched with a desire to be faithful to the call of God.  Since our time with Pastor Erin, that sense of call has led 

her to transition from being a deacon to becoming a pastor and now to serve as an Assistant to the Bishop in the 

Metropolitan Washington, D.C. Synod.   

 

In her new call, Pastor Erin will be primarily responsible for the work of the Candidacy Committee, assisting con-

gregations in the call process, and overseeing the synod staff.  Since Pastor Erin is currently the chairperson of the 

Candidacy Committee, she has already worked closely with Bishop-Elect Ortiz and is familiar with the responsibil-

ities.  With her experiences already grounded in some of this work, she will grow into her new role.  Her gifts have 

been recognized and we congratulate her on receiving this invitation to work more closely with the congregations 

and leaders in our synod.   

 

As of September 1, Pastor Erin will start her position.  In the month of August, we will take the time to say farewell 

and to send her forth with our blessing.  She is currently on vacation with her family and will return to the office on 

August 4 (this was a trip that was planned before she accepted this new call).  There will be two opportunities for 

us to gather as a congregation in her honor.   

 

1)   The first will be on Sunday, August 18.  At both services, Pastor Erin will preach.  And then later in the after-

noon (from 5:00 pm to 7:00 pm) we will have a church picnic.  During that time, we will present her with some 

fun ways to remember us!   

 

2)  On Sunday, August 25, Pastor Erin will preside at the Lord’s Table at each service.  During the time of the Chil-

dren’s Message, we will bless backpacks, children, Faith Formation mentors (Sunday School teachers), teach-

ers and Pastor Erin.   We will also have a special coffee hour in-between services with all her favorite foods.  

Please note that this is the first Sunday that we return to three services (8:30 am, 9:45 am, and 11:00 am). 

 

 



 

On a personal level, I feel incredibly blessed to have Pastor Erin as a co-worker in Christ.  We worked well 

together and honored and respected the gifts of the other.  Our ministry has grown since she has been with us 

and I will be forever grateful for her insights.  She leads with integrity and it is all those things I will miss.  

However, Pastor Erin and I will continue to work together for the sake of the larger church.  It just will not be 

at Redeemer.  I trust that God is the one who is leading us and guiding us, and I assure you that a new journey 

awaits us as well.   

 

In the coming months, our council will start the process of how best to fill the full-time associate pastor’s posi-

tion.  These times of transition are always a time to reflect because we want to move forward in a faithful way.  

I ask that each of us be in prayer so that we do what God calls us to do as the church.  I trust in God through 

Christ.  I trust that the Holy Spirit will engage us in ways that we do not yet see, and I trust that it will be excit-

ing! 

 

For everything there is a season and a time for every matter under heaven. 

Good seeds were planted when Pastor Erin arrived at Redeemer.  Tears will be shed because she has become 

part of our faith community.  Our tears will be replaced with opportunities to laugh and to share our stories 

with her.  We will embrace her before we send her out into a broader mission field.  We will speak of our love 

for her with the assurance that God is with her and with her family.  

 

Pastor Erin – You will be missed and not forgotten! 

Go in peace!  Serve the Lord! 

Thanks be to God! 

 

Yours in Christ – Pastor Sandy Kessinger 



 

 
 

 Saturday, Aug 3  Men’s Breakfast at 8:00 am (Madison Deli) 

     Memorial Service for Jane Mortensen at 11:00 am 

 

 Sunday, Aug 4   Worship at 9:00 am (Contemporary)  

    and 10:30 am (Traditional)  

 

Sunday, Aug 11  Worship at 9:00 am (Contemporary) 

    and 10:30 am (Traditional) 

 

Sunday, Aug 18  Worship at 9:00 am (Contemporary)  

    and 10:30 am (Traditional) 

    Pastor Erin will preach  

 

    Confirmation Orientation at 4:00 pm  

 

    Church Picnic to honor Pastor Erin at 5:00 pm  

 

 
 

 

Sunday, Aug 25   Worship at 8:30 am (Traditional)  

 9:45 am (Contemporary) and 11:00 am (Traditional) 

 Pastor Erin will preside at the Lord’s Table  

 

 Blessing of Backpacks, Children, Faith Formation  

 Mentors, Teachers, and Pastor Erin  

 (At Each Service) 



 

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer, McLean, VA 

 Minutes from the Church Council Meeting of July 8, 2019 

 

Council members present: Karen Detweiler (Secretary), Laura Duval (President), Liz Holzapfel, Pastor Kes-

singer, Matthew Kratz (Vice President), Florence Ofili-Toviho, Nathan Paukovits, Roberta Pittman, Pastor 

Erin Swenson-Reinhold, and Rob Wenk. Excused: Mitch Brown, Stephanie Hunter, Ellen Kennedy, Annabel 

Richter (Youth Member).  

Opening:  President Laura Duval called the meeting to order at 7:35 pm. 

Opening devotions: Pastor Kessinger opened with Devotions based upon Luke 10: 1-11 and 16-20, which fo-

cused on going out into the world with the gospel message.  

Adoption of agenda: The agenda was unanimously adopted. 

Pastor’s Report: Pastor Kessinger reviewed actions and events, highlighting the youth mission trip to the Ojib-

wa reservation and the upcoming installation of the bishop-elect, Leila Ortiz, on October 12. Pastor Erin men-

tioned the church picnic scheduled for August 18, to be held from 5 to 7 pm. Pastor Erin also highlighted a 

great trip to LutherRock and the upcoming Vacation Bible School which will incorporate a novel community 

service outreach for the older children.  The summer interfaith series started strong with almost 30 attending 

Temple Rodef Shalom.  There is a July visit planned to the McLean Islamic Center and an August visit 

planned to a Hindu temple as well.  

Executive Committee: President Duval sent out the minutes to Council Members as part of the read ahead 

packet for tonight’s meeting. Topics from the EC will carry over into the Council meeting tonight.  

June 10, 2019 Council Meeting Minutes: Rob Wenk moved for approval of the June Council minutes and Mat-

thew Kratz seconded.  The minutes were unanimously approved. 

Treasurer’s report (copy attached): Rob noted that our revenues are higher than at this point last year, but we 

still have a shortfall.  Contributions to debt reduction mean that the bank payoff date has moved up to April 

2021. 

For Council action: 

 Council summer coffee staffing: President Duval reviewed who has already taken their turn for the coffee 

hour and who remains on the list.  

 Human resources updates: PSK reported that recent staff evaluations have gone well.   

 Long term building and grounds planning: Rob Wenk reminded everyone to take the survey. We have 53 

responses to date, 49 of which were online. A reminder will go out tomorrow. The architect’s team is 

scheduled to come out this week.  The planning and concept phase is an iterative process to develop direc-

tion; the first deliverable is to determine through testing the conceptual design options against what is with-

in the county requirements.  Ballpark cost estimates would be done thereafter. They expect to have the first 

deliverables to us in 8-10 weeks.  

 

Liz Holzapfel moved to authorize Michael T. Foster and Associates to continue their planning preliminary 

work at a cost not to exceed their estimated $37,000, based on an actual time and materials basis. Rob indi-

cated there are enough funds in the Buildings and Grounds Reserve to cover this fee. Nate Paukovits se-

conded. The motion passed unanimously. 

 



 

 Ongoing safety plan for Sunday mornings: Nate Paukovits has reached out to several targeted volunteers to 

provide feedback on the draft plan, which has been in the works for about a year. A brainstorming session 

is planned for July 21.  

 Budget communication with congregation: Notes have been placed in the bulletin on Sundays and quarter-

ly statements will go out soon. A Stewardship meeting is scheduled for next Thursday.  

 Fall planning: President Duval noted that we will not have a Council meeting in August. The Preschool 

and Afterschool programs will need to suggest new board members for Council to approve in September.  

 Ministry Reports:  

 

Reporting for Stephanie Hunter, President Duval announced that the Mehari family has moved into their 

new home in Alexandria. On July 29, the mother would like help to register for kindergarten. Liz Holzap-

fel has volunteered to help and will reach out to Stephanie Hunter to let her know the details.  

 

Rob Wenk announced that the new mulch and bushes have been installed along Chain Bridge Road by 

Fairfax County at no expense to Redeemer. This is part of the County’s on-going efforts to make gateway 

streets into McLean look pleasing to those traveling on that road. 

 

 New business: There was no new business.  

 

Close with prayer: We concluded our meeting with the Lord’s Prayer. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:49 PM.  

 

Next meeting of Council: September 9, 2019 (NOTE – No meeting in August) 

Next meeting of Executive Committee: August 20, 2019 



 

REFLECTIONS FROM MISSION TRIP 

LEECH LAKE RESERVATION 

JUNE 23-28 

 
From Pastor Kessinger 

Our mission trips are valuable experiences for our youth and for those who chaperone.  This year Denise and Lon  

Augustenborg, Amanda Gebhart, and myself traveled with our youth to the Leech Lake Reservation.  As you will note 

in these reflections, we learned valuable lessons from the people who live in that community and we enjoyed experi-

encing their culture.  We even learned an authentic American Indian dance which was awesome!   

 

Every day we had opportunities to process what we saw and what we heard.  Every morning and every evening we 

spent time hearing the Word of God and reflecting on it.  Each trip deepens our faith and our desire to serve.  I want to 

thank the members of Redeemer for your support.  Your financial donations make it possible for us to offer scholar-

ships and to keep the cost reasonable for everyone on the trip.  Your interest in what we do is also important to us.  

Thank you for reading these reflections as you learn more about our journey through the eyes of our youth. 

 

From Emma Bradley 

This mission trip (like all the others) was an amazing experience for me, both religiously and educationally.  The 

Youth Works theme was Storyline and the Bible lessons showed us how God knows our full stories and how our sto-

ries will continue into the future.  While there, we worked on helping improve the playground at a local elementary 

school by chipping off the paint so we could repaint it and give it a new look.   

 

I arrived there thinking that we would be able to improve the lives of the people in the community within the week but 

soon I realized that the problems were so much deeper.  It would take a long time to resolve.  That is where the educa-

tion came in.  We learned the history of the Native American’s struggles and it really brought attention to the deep-

rooted pain in the community which is passed down from parent to child.  However, seeing how the schools are trying 

to stop the downhill spiral was inspiring.  Being able to help (even if we will not see the fruits of our labors) helped to 

raise spirits.   

 

I met a man who was able to share his story.  He was the director of a Christian camp for Native Americans.  It was 

interesting to hear about how his family’s story became his story.  However, while all this was interesting the best part 

of the trip (and of all the trips I have been on) (this was my last because I will be heading to college) was spending 

time with the others.  From racing vans (it was all legal) to being rated above PSK’s beloved cot . . . the week was full 

of laughs, surprises, Walmart, and ice cream.  I am so glad that I got to “age out” with this experience.   

 

From Henry Bourgin 

My first mission trip has been fantastic in the sense that it was something new and it was with people I knew before-

hand but I got to know them even better.  I had great fun, learned a lot, and I had a great adventure.  This week has 

taught me a lot from understanding the Leech Lake Reservation community to the hard work needed to help the com-

munity, all organized by Youth Works.  Being there and being immersed in the environment has left me with strong 

emotions.  I now realize that this kind of poverty and racial tension between the Native Americans and Whites actually 

exists.  In a classroom taught lesson this would be forgotten eventually.   

 

This experience will stick with me for a long time and keep my mind open to helping others.  When we were not help-

ing the community, we were continuing to learn about God through Christ.  Those were the moments where some 

peace of mind could be found.  I got to know Jesus more; in that, he knows our story and emotions even when we cov-

er up our true emotions to others around us.  Jesus also has an unlimited love for us.  This week-long lesson is very 

uplifting and comforting especially with the wonderful people around me.   

 

This was only my second aircraft flight and I will remember that along with this mission trip.  The memory will last 

forever and I appreciated the great assurance and guidance by PSK and Amanda.  If we ever go to a cool environment 

again for a mission trip, I would be glad to come along.  Thank you for making this mission trip memorable. 

 

 



 

Matthew Engel 

This trip has helped me greatly spiritually, mentally and knowledge-wise.  I did not know and was unaware how much 

God participates in our daily lives.  I really understand multiple core messages: God will always forgive you, he will al-

ways love you, he will always provide for you.  God knows and God will protect you.  With this knowledge my faith has 

not only been fortified but now I know more about our good Lord so I can spread the Lord’s words and share the good 

news. 

 

My knowledge on various topics has increased immensely.  On this trip I learned more useful knowledge than I did in 

school this year.  I did actually know that the “white man” had oppressed the Native Americans.  I spent most of the 

fourth grade on early colonists and Native American relations.  However, you can only learn so much off of a fourth 

grade education.  We were not taught that their living conditions were infected with diseases which made the people 

sick.  And we were not taught anything about boarding schools.   

 

I witnessed the fact that they now live in crippling poverty, few have running water, many have torn apart families, and 

racism is still an issue.  They have drug problems, abuse issues, many kids are not given the proper attention and love 

from their parents.  Bullying turns kids away from each other.  It seems as if every issue trickles down and affects the 

kids.  From the outside, the community and neighborhood seemed fine but it did not take long to begin to see issues. 

 

Although there were so many issues, the kids seemed to forget them when playing.  At first when I heard we would be re

-painting the playground, I thought it was a silly effort compared to other things we could have done.  But now I realize 

the importance of that fresh coat of paint.  The kids have a nicer playground so they can have fun in a nicer environment 

which is crucial for the kids.  Seeing the kids having fun and laughing was a breath-taking sight.  The only reason I do 

not rate this trip 10/10 is because I feel we could have done much more in a day.  We started at 9-9:30 am and finished at 

about 2-3 pm.  We spent a lot of time in our devotions, praying and other things, but we could have done a lot more work 

with an earlier breakfast and later dinner.  I did appreciate the devotions.   

 

P.S.  I also learned a few things about cows and farming from the Ohio kids.  That was pretty cool.   

 

From Milo Engel 

If I had to describe this experience in as few words possible, I would say: I have learned. 

 

Last week I was feeling rather apathetic about this trip as I doubted I could learn anything meaningful in a week.  I could 

not have been more wrong.  Everything from the projects, to aiding the local community, to the short activities held dur-

ing devotional times, to the fantastic staff, it all led us through some powerful experiences.  We focused on how to fol-

low the will of God as we learned more about the situation of poverty and oppression among the Ojibwa Indian people.   

 

From these two topics we all made connections to other topics, mainly: understanding the care of the children, many of 

which are under-affectionate as a result of their family situations, as well as the results from cultural rifts.  Aside from 

that, there were many things to be learned from the other people attending the trip.  Many of them came from radically 

different backgrounds, and it was interesting to see how that effects their work and behaviors.  Overall, this trip was a 

wonderful experience.  I have only mentioned what immediately comes to mind but there were many things I self-

consciously learned that will stick with me for years.  The people from our church were fantastic and together we made 

many memorable moments.  All three adults, Denise, Lon, and Amanda helped us navigate what problems arose.  PSK 

was also pretty cool and supplied us weary travelers with a ludicrous amount of ice cream.  All of you were awesome. 

 

From Kailen Jordan 

This trip was not what I expected.  I came in thinking I would be serving and just helping the community.  However, 

when we arrived we soon learned how impoverished and emotionally distraught the community was.  Each day that we 

were at the playground the kids would hang out with us and swear and occasionally pass by and hit me and/or the other 

kids.  It was terrible but I soon realized it was because of their parental and community situation.  The kids did not have 

good role models.  While it was hard to connect with the kids, I feel like I still had an impact, just as the kids did on me.  

I am more grateful for the situation I am in and hopefully will have more opportunities to take what I have learned about 

God in order to help others.   

 



 

From Joseph Kratz 

Junior year was a long ordeal and full of stress because of projects, exams, and essays.  This mission trip was a serous 

change of pace.  Beyond the purposeful, dedicated focus on Scripture and reflections, the work projects provided an oppor-

tunity to see communities that I had never experienced.  Refurbishing the community’s park was a really tiring experience 

because it was filled with just scraping and painting.  In the moment it felt meaningless, but when we stepped back at the 

end of the day, you could see that substantial work had been done.  But even as the work concluded, there was a lot of 

work still to be done, and that was almost a metaphor for all the challenges that the people on the reservation have experi-

enced for generations:  

Historic displacement, poverty, substance abuse, and unemployment 

 

Youth Works made an important point of educating us about the history of putting indigenous Americans on shrinking 

plots of land.  That history was lived out in the way the kids behaved towards us and one another.  The kids that we inter-

acted with were often hostile to one another and sometimes to us.  That anger came up in our conversations all the time.  

One of the other extremely obvious examples of the challenges faced by the people was how the suicide rates among in-

digenous American young people were twice that of the general American population.  An eighth grader in the community 

committed suicide while we were there.   

 

All of that is to say that mission trips are incredibly impactful.  This mission trip opened my eyes to the effects, hidden and 

manifest, of extreme poverty on the lives and livelihoods of children.  This trip helped me to continually observe and work 

on my relationship with God by seriously considering Scripture and being his hands in the world. 

 

From Matthew Regan  

After a stressful junior year and a series of college visits and writing essays, this mission trip was an amazing opportunity 

to take a break and focus on my relation with God and my friends.  I have been on two other Youth Works trips before this 

one in Minnesota.  I always enjoy going on these trips and meeting new and interesting people I would have never gotten 

the chance to meet otherwise.   

 

Often on this trip I thought back to the 2016 trip to Montana and the Crow Reservation.  The difference in the appearance 

of the two reservations was massive.  The Crow Reservation was far away from any other towns or cities and the poverty 

was abrupt.  The Leech Lake Reservation was very different.  The reservation blended in with the next town.  It had sever-

al shops and even a logging museum.  Therefore I thought that this community was better off.  I was working in the Kids’ 

Club for the first half of the week and as soon as I started playing with the kids I knew my assumptions were wrong.  The 

boys and girls were so mean to each other and the language they used was shocking.  The amount of racial tension between 

the kids was what shocked me the most because I did not see that in the Crow Reservation.  It was not until I saw the par-

ents using the same language that their kids did that I realized why God had sent us there.  I knew the impact that we could 

have on one person when we showed them love.  Having even one positive role model in their life must have meant some-

thing to them.  I am so happy for this experience that I got on this trip and the growth I get out of it.   

 

From Nolan Thomas 

Over the course of four days, I learned two lessons that will stay with me forever.  The first is that poverty is not only an 

economic issue but it is a social one.  The second is that no matter how cruel people can be there will always be goodness 

in their hearts.   

 

The first lesson was readily apparent in the way the children acted towards one another.  They did not treat each other 

kindly or with respect nor did I expect them to.  However, they hurled insults and cursed at each other at an alarming fre-

quency.  They yelled words that I did not even know existed at such a young age.  Yet if you look at the school it seemed 

well-kept and their meals looked better than the food I have at my school.  However, looking at just material things does 

not define a person or a community or even a nation.  When I was assigned to be a part of the Kids’ Club I made a vow to 

myself that I would look deeper and try to put myself in their shoes.  But it was during the community cookout that I saw 

the true effects of poverty.  I saw parents cursing at their children and smoking and starving their children of love and at-

tention.  Yet again, you cannot just take the face value of anything.  It was not until I looked in the eyes of one of the com-

munity members that I truly understood the depths of poverty. 

 

I did not see cruelty in their eyes rather I saw exhaustion and sadness.  But this is where I found my second lesson.   Be-

cause in their exhaustion I saw parents want to provide the best for their children and kids, like the little girl named Leila, 

who kept their innocence and would not hurt a soul.  These two lessons will certainly change my life and my outlook on 

humanity  



 

Redeemer Family and Friends, 

 

It seems like just yesterday I was writing my first Tidings article excited about all the ministry opportunities 

at Redeemer. Now here we are, the last time I will write to you in this manner. 

 

As I reflect on our time together, I marvel at the ways God created positive change as we responded to the 

invitations to partner with the Holy Spirit. I am proud of the ways you were open to change and allowed me 

to challenge you to grow in your lives of faith. I am humbled you trusted me enough to hear the challenge 

came from my deep desire that Redeemer be a place where we could be empowered to grow closer to God 

and each other as we grew in our lives of faith.  

 

While we accomplished much in our time together, I pray you will continue to stretch and grow moving into 

uncomfortable places that enable you to hear the invitations God is continually offering. I pray Redeemer 

will continue to be a place where all people can come knowing their curiosity will be embraced and their de-

sire to know God will be encouraged. I pray you will listen intently for God and trust God when you are in-

vited into places you least expect. 

 

Over the next few weeks, we will have several opportunities to celebrate the great things God has done dur-

ing our time together. I look forward to these times and pray they will be a time of blessing for all of us. I 

will miss you, your stories, and the privilege of walking through life with you. Thank you for the opportunity 

to be your Deacon and your Pastor the last three years. It truly has been a privilege and blessing for me.  

As we end our time together, may you receive this blessing and always remember that God loves you and so 

do I. 

 

Since the day I met you, I have not ceased praying for you, asking that you may be filled with the knowledge 

of God’s will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, so that you may lead lives worthy of our Lord, Jesus 

Christ, fully pleasing to him, as you bear fruit in every good work and as you grow in the knowledge of God. 

May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from God’s glorious power, and may you be pre-

pared to endure everything with patience, while joyfully giving thanks to the Father, who has enabled you to 

share in the inheritance of the saints in the light. (Paraphrase of Col 1: 9-12)  

 

Peace and Blessings, 

Pastor Erin 

A Message from Pastor Erin 

 

 



 

2019 Lutherock Reflections 

 

 

What is peace? How can we help achieve it? What does it mean for the Christian community? These were all 

questions my fellow confirmands and I were challenged to consider at Lutherock this week. Through daily 

bible study sessions with our adult leaders and devotions with our counselors, we were exposed to scripture, 

allowing God’s visions of peace to guide our own. The true beauty of camp, however, was when we were re-

leased to find our own peace within the chaos of camp life and the calm of North Carolina sunsets. - Greta 

I learned that some things do not come by force but by God. I have made so many great friends. I learned 

what peace really means and that it just happens when you worship and praise God so I encourage you to 

come to Lutherock and see what you will learn. – Anonymous 

I had an amazing time at Camp Lutherock! It was very fun, and I learned and di so much! I met new people 

and learned about peace! There are no electronics, so get ready to bond! I am so excited to come back next 

summer! – Cate 

This week at Lutherock we talked about peace – what does it mean to be peaceful. We also talked about that 

peace doesn’t always mean silence. I felt peace while the sun was setting and seeing the mountains in the 

background, the beautiful view from Crossrock and the stars and fireflies during campout. The peace I felt 

during those activities was really similar to the pace I felt during ice cream session, everyone was screaming 

the songs, dancing – there was so much positive energy in the room. It was peaceful to see everyone happy 

and together sharing their love for Jesus. - Clara 

This week at Lutherock taught me many important lessons to use in everyday life. The theme for this week 

was peace so we looked into many Bible passages in order to fine peace in our world. I think I found peace 

everywhere here and I now know what to think of hospitality and peace. – Hanna 

The camp was really fun. I met a lot of new people, and grew a stronger relationship with God. There is a lot 

of singing which I find fun. All of the counselors are all very enthusiastic and fun. – Ingrid  

Lutherock was a very fun camp and I’m happy I came this summer. The counselors are always so funny and 

enthusiastic. I met lots of new people and made memories I won’t forget. Lutherock has helped me become 

closer to God. – Kyra  

 



 

This week at Camp Lutherock has been a great experience that taught me so much more about community, 

hospitality, and peace. I made so many relationships with other campers and counselors that continued to grow 

over the week. I am so grateful for this amazing opportunity. – Lucy 

Attending Lutherock as a parent chaperone was a wonderful way to start the summer. It was such a gift to 

spend the week in the beauty of the North Carolina mountains, watching and supporting the kids as they 

formed stronger relationships with each other and with God. The transformation of the kids from Sunday 

(riding silently to camp in the vans) to Thursday (jumping on tables and singing camp songs in praise of God 

as they hand-churned ice cream) is truly a joy to witness. Thank you Redeemer for supporting this mission and 

thank you, God for Camp Lutherock! – Maija  

This camp was an amazing experience for me. I learned more about Jesus and God while having a super fun 

time. We got to do all sorts of camp activities, and I experienced God and Jesus in a whole new way. – Mere-

dith 

Overall Lutherock was a good experience for me. My high for the week was playing four square and basket-

ball during free time. My low was when it rained and we couldn’t play capture-the-flag. My God moment was 

when we sang on Thursday night. I learned that peace doesn’t have to be quiet. It can be chaotic when the 

community bond is strong and when we are all praising God. It was a great week to be outside with nature. – 

Peter 

Throughout my stay at Lutherock, I learned many things whether it is how you can be hospitable or just learn-

ing about the different effects of communities in varying settings. Lutherock helped me not only learn more 

about the Bible, but learn more about my friends and peers that surrounded me every day at camp. To finish 

off the week, we learned about peace, and how peace doesn’t have to be forced, it will just come. Overall, I 

learned a lot at Lutherock, but I think that the most important lesson was just to always be peaceful and posi-

tive. – Will 

Ubuntu, Shalom, Aloha, peace. Whatever you call it, God’s vision for his people can be found in the small mo-

ments. Strive for it in your relationships and open your eyes to it in both the calm and the chaos, and you’ll 

encounter it even more often. This week at Lutherock has helped to teach me this priceless skill, and I only 

hope to carry (it) with me when I, as my counselor would say, leave the mountaintop. - Greta 

Thanks Redeemer for supporting this vital ministry! We had a wonderful week at Camp Lutherock! –  

Pastor Erin 



 

“Bible Talk” at Redeemer in August 

 

We have just passed the halfway point if you are “on schedule.”  However, most of us are taking our time reading the 

Bible.  Either way we hope you stick with it and continue at your own pace.  We will take a break this summer from 

getting together and will resume the different opportunities “to talk” in the fall.      

All sessions will resume in September: 

  Adult Talk and Walk  

 Adult Talk and Eat  

 Adult Just Talk 

  

A reading list giving sections of the Old Testament and the New Testament plus verses from Psalms and Proverbs are 

posted each Monday on the home page of Redeemer’s website under Bible Talk.  There is also a link there giving the 

readings for the full year.  Readings for the week are also included in each Sunday’s announcements insert.  Infor-

mation for August is given below.  

What are some of the topics in the sections for August? 

 2 Chronicles 30-36 (continuation of the telling of their history from the perspective of the priests):  actions of faith-

ful King Hezekiah to celebrate Passover, destroy pagan shrines, reorganize the priests and Levites; prayers of Hez-

ekiah and prophet Isaiah to defeat King Sennacherib of Assyria; Hezekiah’s son Manasseh was unfaithful until he 

repented; his son Amon was unfaithful but Josiah (Amon’s son) “walked in the ways of his ancestor David”; when 

the Book of the Law was discovered in the restored temple, Josiah gathered people to renew the covenant and the 

Passover was celebrated; subsequent kings were unfaithful; Jerusalem was destroyed and people were taken into 

exile in Babylon; King Cyrus of Persia says the people can return to Jerusalem 

 Ezra (a scribe and priest who led a group of the exiles living in Babylon back to Jerusalem):  King Cyrus said the 

Lord told him to release the exiles and help them rebuild the temple in Jerusalem; resistance slowed rebuilding for 

a time but temple finished and dedicated; Ezra said people must obey the Torah, denounced mixed marriages, and 

fasted/prayed for the people 

 Nehemiah (servant of the Persian king who was allowed to go to Jerusalem to help in the rebuilding of the city 

walls and the temple):  dealt with opposition to rebuilding; convinced the officials to restore land and buildings to 

returned exiles; as governor, summoned people to hear Ezra say people must obey the Torah; national confession 

and new covenant; reforms instituted; condemnation of mixed marriages and separation of foreigners 

 Esther (Jewish queen of a Persian king selected for her beauty):  Esther’s relative/guardian Mordecai refuses to 

bow to king’s advisor Haman; Haman gets permission from king to have all Jews killed (king didn’t know Esther 

is a Jew); when king says he will give Esther whatever she wishes, she asks for that order to be rescinded; Haman 

is killed and Mordecai becomes the king’s advisor; the order is rescinded and the Jews are allowed to kill their en-

emies in one city [this book is read during the Jewish festival of Purim] 

 Job 1-39 (a righteous man tested by Satan with God’s permission):  Job loses his property; his servants and chil-

dren killed; his health threatened; but Job doesn’t blame God; his wife and then three friends sit with him and try 

to figure out how Job sinned but Job says he is innocent; Job has conversations with God and dialogues with 

friends; Job defends himself; Elihu rebukes both Job and his friends and proclaims God’s goodness and justice; the 

Lord speaks to Job “out of the whirlwind”  

 Romans 15-16 (Paul’s letter to the church in Rome where he has never visited):  Paul repeats that the Gospel is for 

both Jews and Gentiles; he tells of his plan to visit Rome and ends this letter with a doxology 

 1 Corinthians (letter of Paul to the people of Corinth in south-central Greece where he had founded a church dur-

ing an earlier journey):  Paul admonishes the people about the division in the community there in what they be-

lieve; he addresses immorality in the community and advises how to resolve personal disputes; he addresses three 

other areas of difficulty (marriage, Christian liberty, and worship) before ending with discussion of various aspects 

of resurrection     

 2 Corinthians 1-5 (another letter of Paul after his second journey to Corinth):  Paul’s authority has been attacked 

and so he justifies himself as an apostle of Christ Jesus; he stresses the necessity of living by faith and the vitality 

of reconciliation 



 

“Bible Talk” Readings for August 2019 

 

 

 

 

August 1 August 2 August 3 August 4 

    2 Chronicles 30:1-31:21 
    Romans 15:1-22 
    Psalm 25:1-15 
    Proverbs 20:13-15 

    2 Chronicles 32:1-33:13 
    Romans 15:23-16:9 
    Psalm 25:16-22 
    Proverbs 20:16-18 

    2 Chronicles 33:14-34:33 
    Romans 16:10-27 
    Psalm 26:1-12 
    Proverbs 20:19 

    2 Chronicles 35:1-36:23 
    1 Corinthians 1:1-17 
    Psalm 27:1-6 
    Proverbs 20:20-21 

August 5 August 6 August 7 August 8 

    Ezra 1:1-2:70 
    1 Corinthians 1:18-2:5 
    Psalm 27:7-14 
    Proverbs 20:22-23 

    Ezra 3:1-4:23 
    1 Corinthians 2:6-3:4 
    Psalm 28:1-9 
    Proverbs 20:24-25 

    Ezra 4:24-6:22 
    1 Corinthians 3:5-23 
    Psalm 29:1-11 
    Proverbs 20:26-27 

    Ezra 7:1-8:20 
    1 Corinthians 4:1-21 
    Psalm 30:1-12 
    Proverbs 20:28-30 

August 9 August 10 August 11 August 12 

    Ezra 8:21-9:15 
    1 Corinthians 5:1-13 
    Psalm 31:1-8 
    Proverbs 21:1-2 

    Ezra 10:1-44 
    1 Corinthians 6:1-20 
    Psalm 31:9-18 
    Proverbs 21:3 

    Nehemiah 1:1-3:14 
    1 Corinthians 7:1-24 
    Psalm 31:19-24 
    Proverbs 21:4 

    Nehemiah 3:15-5:13 
    1 Corinthians 7:25-40 
    Psalm 32:1-11 
    Proverbs 21:5-7 

August 13 August 14 August 15 August 16 

    Nehemiah 5:14-7:73 
    1 Corinthians 8:1-13 
    Psalm 33:1-11 
    Proverbs 21:8-10 

    Nehemiah 7:73-9:21 
    1 Corinthians 9:1-18 
    Psalm 33:12-22 
    Proverbs 21:11-12 

    Nehemiah 9:22-10:39 
    1 Corinthians 9:19-10:13 
    Psalm 34:1-10 
    Proverbs 21;13 

    Nehemiah 11:1-12:26 
    1 Corinthians 10:14-33 
    Psalm 34:11-22 
    Proverbs 21;14-16 

August 17 August 18 August 19 August 20 

    Nehemiah 12:27-13:31 
    1 Corinthians 11:1-16 
    Psalm 35:1-16 
    Proverbs 21:17-18 

    Esther 1:1-3:15 
    1 Corinthians 11:17-34 
    Psalm 35:17-28 
    Proverbs 21:19-20 

    Esther 4:1-7:10 
    1 Corinthians 12:1-26 
    Psalm 36:1-12 
    Proverbs 21:21-22 

    Esther 8:1-10:3 
    1 Corinthians 12:27-13:13 
    Psalm 37:1-11 
    Proverbs 21:23-24 

August 21 August 22 August 23 August 24 

    Job 1:1-3:26 
    1 Corinthians 14:1-17 
    Psalm 37:12-29 
    Proverbs 21:25-26 

    Job 4:1-7:21 
    1 Corinthians 14:18-40 
    Psalm 37:30-40 
    Proverbs 21:27 

    Job 8:1-11:20 
    1 Corinthians 15:1-28 
    Psalm 38:1-22 
    Proverbs 21:28-29 

    Job 12:1-15:35 
    1 Corinthians 15:29-58 
    Psalm 39:1-13 
    Proverbs 21:30-31 

August 25 August 26 August 27 August 28 

    Job 16:1-19:29 
    1 Corinthians 16:1-24 
    Psalm 40:1-10 
    Proverbs 22:1 

    Job 20:1-22:30 
    2 Corinthians 1:1-11 
    Psalm 40:11-17 
    Proverbs 22:2-4 

    Job 23:1-27:23 
    2 Corinthians 1:12-2:11 
    Psalm 41:1-13 
    Proverbs 22:5-6 

    Job 28:1-30:31 
    2 Corinthians 2:12-17 
    Psalm 42:1-11 
    Proverbs 22:7 

August 29 August 30 August 31   

    Job 31:1-33:33 
    2 Corinthians 3:1-18 
    Psalm 43:1-5 
    Proverbs 22:8-9 

    Job 34:1-36:33 
    2 Corinthians 4:1-12 
    Psalm 44:1-8 
    Proverbs 22:10-12 

    Job 37:1-39:30 
    2 Corinthians 4:13-5:10 
    Psalm 44:9-26 
    Proverbs 22:13 

  



 

 Required Minimum Distribution Donations to Redeemer Have Tax Advantages 

 

If you are age 70½ or older, and receive an annual Required Minimum Distribution (RMD) from an IRA, but 

do not need the entire amount of the RMD for living expenses, you can donate part or all of the RMD to Re-

deemer.  The donated amount is designated as a Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD) and reduces taxable 

income by the amount of the donation.  To count as a QCD, the donation must come directly from your IRA 

without first being distributed to you.  Such donations must be made by 12/31/19 in order to be eligible for the 

2019 tax year.  For further information, please contact a financial professional, or Sara Nail, Redeemer’s Fi-

nancial Coordinator at sara@redeemermclean.org or by calling the church office. 

Youth and Family News 

 
Greetings Redeemer! 

July has been a busy month here at Redeemer! We had 38 youth attending Vacation Bible School and Mission 

Beyond Our Walls. It was a fun week of leaning about God and serving our neighbors. 

If you are not receiving the youth and family weekly email and would like to receive it, please email Amanda 

at amanda@redeemermclean.org. Included each week will be the upcoming events for all youth and family 

events that occur at Redeemer. We hope a weekly email specifically addressed to families will empower our 

young people and families to feel connected and encouraged to build strong families of faith.  

Here is what's coming up in August/September 2019: 

August 14: Nationals Game for youth in grades 7-12 see link for more information 

  www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0b48adac28a0fa7-nationals  

 

August 15:  Faith Formation Mentor Training 6-8pm 

August 18:  Confirmation Orientation 4-5pm for youth in grades 7 & 8 (fall 2019) and a parent 

August 18:  Farwell Picnic for Pastor Erin 5-7pm at Redeemer; see link to RSVP  

  https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0B48ADAC28A0FA7-farewell  

 

August 25: Blessing of Backpacks  

September 8: First Day of Faith Formation at 9:45am start in the sanctuary  

             

Peace, 

Amanda      

Director of Youth Ministry  

mailto:sara@redeemermclean.org
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0b48adac28a0fa7-nationals
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0B48ADAC28A0FA7-farewell


 

Robert Daly  8/1 

Annika McBride  8/1 

David Stanford  8/1 

William Trible  8/1 

Collin Wareham  8/1 

Michael Maglio  8/2 

Bradley White  8/2 

Jessica Goodman  8/3 

Gregory Lawrence  8/4 

Glenn Griffis  8/5 

Carol Smith  8/5 

Zachary Apple  8/6 

Kimberly Dorgan  8/8 

Alexandra Hutchinson  8/8 

John Stanford  8/8 

Rosanna McCalip  8/9 

Maria Retter  8/10 

Lauren Shepard  8/10 

Seth Cavanaugh  8/11 

Liesl Curtis  8/11 

Roxanne Englund  8/11 

Madeline Harshbarger  8/11 

Bonnie Barndt-Maglio  8/12 

Tim Bereuter  8/12 

Siena Koerner  8/12 

Larry Millstein  8/12 

Emily Kight  8/13 

Alexander Morris  8/13 

Nancy Power  8/13 

Milton Schultz IV  8/13 

Paul Thorson  8/13 

Maurine Crouch  8/14 

Kristian Hutchinson  8/14 

Gordon Jones  8/14 

Joseph Marinoff  8/14 

Bliss Temple  8/14 

Mijo Kim  8/15 

Alexa Risseeuw  8/15 

Ruby Shellaway  8/15 

Forrest R. Stieg  8/16 

Ellie McGuire  8/17 

Mauricio Villafuerte  8/17 

Donna Zimmerman  8/17 

Kelly Gates  8/18 

Joan Hughes  8/18 

Andrew Moran  8/18 

Barbara Goodwin  8/19 

James Kanski  8/19 

Jose Moreno  8/19 

Gabriel Peterson  8/19 

Anita Peterson  8/20 

Crestienne DeChaine  8/21 

Sarah Regan  8/21 

Taylor Saunders  8/21 

Connor Cavanaugh  8/22 

Steve Lancaster  8/23 

Joan Leonard  8/23 

Matthew Straub  8/23 

Sessa Tiffany  8/23 

Marjorie Chipouras  8/24 

Mara Corbett  8/24 

Michael Stanford  8/24 

Jeffrey Engel  8/25 

Leo Malachowski  8/25 

Victoria Schumacher  8/25 

Elaine Tucker  8/27 

Tyler Frederick  8/28 

Nora Stewart  8/28 

Victor Pilson  8/29 

Helen Chambers  8/30 

James Mallek Jr.  8/30 

Cooper McGuire  8/30 

Melvin Dotterweich  8/31 

Zoe Heath  8/31 

Thomas Klanderman  8/31 

Camille Richter  8/31 



 

 
Thu 8/01 6:00p I Drive Smart   CL 
  6:30p MOJO Volleyball   PH 
 
Fri 8/02 6:00p I Drive Smart   CL 
 
Sat 8/03 11:00a Mortensen Memorial  NA 
 
Sun 8/04 9:00a Contemporary Worship  NA 
  10:30 Traditional Worship   NA 
  12:30p MOJO Volleyball   PH 
       
Mon 8/05 6:00p I Drive Smart   CL 
  6:30p MOJO Volleyball   PH
   
Tue 8/06 12:00p Rotary    FH 
  6:00p I Drive Smart   CL 
  6:30p MOJO Volleyball                    PH 
   
Wed 8/07 6:00p I Drive Smart   CL 
  6:30p MOJO Volleyball   PH 
  7:00p Hadi Meditation   CL 
  8:00p Al-Anon    CL 
 
Thu 8/08 6:00p I Drive Smart   CL 
  6:30p MOJO Volleyball   PH 
 
Fri 8/09 6:00p I Drive Smart   CL 
  
Sun 8/11 9:00a Contemporary Worship  NA 
  10:30a Traditional Worship   NA 
  12:30p MOJO Volleyball   PH
   
Mon 8/12 6:30p MOJO Volleyball   PH 
 
Tue 8/13 12:00p Rotary    FH 
  6:00p Langley Residential Services  CR
  6:30p MOJO Volleyball                    PH 
  7:00p Finance and Administration  LI 
  
 
 

Wed 8/14 10:00a Metro DC Coaching   CF 
  6:30p MOJO Volleyball   PH 
  7:00p Hadi Meditation   CL 
  8:00p Al-Anon    CL 
 
Thu 8/15 5:30p Faith Formation Mentor Training FH
  6:30p MOJO Volleyball   CR
      
Sun 8/18 9:00a Contemporary Worship  NA
  10:30a Traditional Worship   NA 
  12:30p MOJO Volleyball   PH 
  4:00p Confirmation Orientation  FH 
  5:00p Church Picnic   RLC
    
Tue 8/20 12:00p Rotary    FH 
   
Wed 8/21 9:30a Quilting    FH
  6:30p MOJO Volleyball   PH 
  7:00p Hadi Meditation   CL 
  8:00p Al-Anon    CL 
 
Sat 8/24 2:00p Bergdahl Memorial   NA 
 
Sun 8/25 8:30a Traditional  Worship  NA 
  9:45a Contemporary  Worship   NA 
  12:30p MOJO Volleyball   PH 
 
Tue 8/27 9:30a McLean Orchestra Coaching  MSA 
  12:00p Rotary    FH 
  7:00p Stoneleigh Association  MSA 
 
Wed 8/28 6:30p MOJO Volleyball   PH 
  7:00p Hadi Meditation   CL 
  8:00p Al-Anon    CL 
 
Thu 8/29 9:30a McLean Orchestra Coaching  MSA 
 
 
 
 
 
 


