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For several reasons, I want to share with you what I experienced at the 2019 Synod Assembly that was held on 

June 14-15.  For me, it was by far one of the most interesting elections for a new bishop.  From the very start 

there were a series of twists and turns as the Holy Spirit did its work in the brief time we had together.  Along 

the way, I became keenly aware of some of the core issues our synod will need to address moving forward.  I 

came back with a deeper sense of responsibility to make our congregation more aware of the work of the syn-

od and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA). 

 

What is a synod?  The English word synod combines two Greek words that literally mean a way together.  The 

ELCA has 65 synods across the United States.  Our synod works with the 80 congregations within our territory 

that includes the District of Columbia and areas within Mary-land and Virginia (from upper Montgomery 

County south to the Quantico Marine Barracks and from the western shore of the Chesapeake Bay out to the 

foothills of the Blue Ridge).  Our synod also includes Bermuda.  We are always trying to hold meetings there 

but with no success to date.  Synod staff guide and support rostered ministers and congregations and they 

strengthen relationships with the ELCA ministries and staff.   

 

What is a synod assembly?  Every synod holds an annual gathering of rostered ministers and elected voting 

members from each of their congregations.  We (at Redeemer) select our voting members at our annual meet-

ing in February.  For this assembly the voting members were Amanda Gebhart (substituted for Max Miller 

who had to work), Harold Hofstad, Stephanie Hunter, Robin Taylor, and Eric Thronson (who wrote a separate 

reflection which follows my article).  At our meetings we do the necessary items of business, have opportuni-

ties for building relationships with other voting members, and participate in worship. 

 

What happened at this synod assembly?  For over a year we knew the current bishop, Bishop Richard Gra-

ham, was retiring.  A Transition Team was formed to help prepare all voting members for the assembly.  We 

were made aware of how the voting process would unfold, surveys were done to gain a sense of what gifts 

were needed in the next bishop, and any ordained ministers who thought their name would appear on the first 

ballot were invited to complete the required paperwork ahead of time. 

 

On the first ballot, the voting members can put down the name of any pastor in the ELCA.  It is called an ec-

clesiastical ballot.  58 names appeared on our first ballot.  Before the second ballot took place any pastor who 

did not feel called to be bishop had time to remove his/her name.  As a result, on the second ballot there were 

16 names.  We voted again and after this ballot, only the top seven candidates moved forward.  Finally, we had 

an opportunity to hear from the pastors as they had up to four minutes to offer a speech that described them-

selves to the assembly.  It also became the first time we saw the bios on those same seven candidates.   



 

Normally by this time we would have some sense of how the election would end.  But it was still not clear who 

would be called as our bishop.  Names of pastors that I thought would be in the top seven either removed 

themselves from consideration or they dropped below that mark.  It was an open process and we continued to 

pray for the Holy Spirit to enlighten us.   

 

After the speeches were done and people had time to review the bios, we voted for the third time.  None of the 

candidates received the required percentage of votes to elect so the next ballot now had the top three candi-

dates on it.  It was the end of Friday and time to call it a night.  I, along with others that I talked to, went to bed 

unsure of how things would unfold on Saturday.  But before our next vote we were encouraged because we 

would have an opportunity in a smaller group setting to have a Question and Answer period with each candi-

date.  We sought clarity! 

 

In a two-hour session we came up with questions prior to the candidates sitting down with us.  It was at this 

time that I gained the greatest insight as to what our people want in their next leader.    Voting members want-

ed to know about the experiences our candidates had to encourage diversity in our churches.  Rostered minis-

ters were seeking pastoral care especially for those who do not serve the more robust churches.  I was strong 

on asking candidates about how they handled conflict because my own experience (as part of synod staff) 

made that a critical issue.  The development of leaders was another important issue we wanted to hear ad-

dressed by each candidate.  And in the midst of hearing about the decline of the mainline denominations peo-

ple wanted to hear each candidate’s perspective on what the church might look like 20 years from now.  How 

each one responded gave me some understanding on the hope they had for the church.   

 

After our questions were finalized, we were ready to hear from each candidate.  Once that step was done, we 

reassembled and voted once more.  Still not reaching the percentage necessary to elect (at this point 60% of 

those present was needed) we moved from the fourth to the fifth and final ballot.  Once more I was surprised at 

the results of the fourth ballot and assumptions I had made about the kind of person we were electing shifted.  

At least in our synod, diversity was important.  And on the final ballot we had two women candidates.  Both 

candidates were exceptional so it came down to what gifts were needed in this new age of the church.  After a 

seven minute speech from each one, the final vote was taken and Pastor Leila Ortiz was elected bishop (50% 

of the vote was necessary to elect). 

 

Although Pastor Leila Ortiz has served as Assistant to the Bishop for the past three years it was not a given 

that she would be the next bishop.  Our voting members represented all of us in our churches that are looking 

at new criteria by which to elect through the power of the Holy Spirit.  Pastor Ortiz was ordained in 2014.  She 

started as a Pentecostal Fundamentalist and later became a part of the Lutheran Church and knows well (and 

can articulate well) our doctrines and beliefs.  She was born in Puerto Rico and is passionate about people of 

all backgrounds.  She is what I would consider the new generation of leaders in the church.  In her own words: 

 

From this insider / outsider perspective, I can look at our church practices, processes, and institutional 

work critically and honestly.  We can do better and we must.  I can also defend the church passionately 

and sincerely.  This church is flawed, broken and messy and yet, the Holy Spirit is present and work-

ing, with a word of healing, restoration, and liberation. 

 

We are the best (as church) when we work together for the sake of the gospel message.  It is my hope and 

desire moving forward that I will make Redeemer more aware of what the synod and the ELCA are doing 

so we can be partners in that word of healing, restoration, and liberation.   

 

Yours in Christ – Pastor Sandy Kessinger 



 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Bible Study on Psalms  Wednesday Evening – 7:15 pm   

July 3, 10, and 17 

 

Thursday, July 4  Enjoy July 4th Celebrations (Church office is closed) 

 

Sunday, July 7   Worship at 9:00 am (Traditional) and 10:30 am  

    Contemporary Service at 10:30 am  

      

Saturday, July 13  Men’s Breakfast – 8:00 am (Madison Deli in McLean) 

 

Thursday,  June 6  Prayer Shawl – 10:30 am (also on June 20) 

 

Sunday, July 14   Worship at 9:00 am (Traditional) and 10:30 am  

    Contemporary Service at 10:30 am  

 

 
 

Sunday, July 21   Worship at 9:00 am (Contemporary) and 10:30 am  

    Traditional Service at 10:30 am  

    

Week of July 22  Vacation Bible School 

 

Sunday, July 28   Worship at 9:00 am (Contemporary) and 10:30 am  

    Traditional Service at 10:30 am  

    

Week of July 28  Mission Trip to Harrisburg 
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Minutes from the Church Council Meeting of June 10, 2019 

 

Council members present: Mitch Brown, Karen Detweiler (Secretary), Laura Duval (President), Stephanie 

Hunter, Pastor Kessinger, Matthew Kratz (Vice President), Ellen Kennedy, Florence Ofili-Toviho, Nathan 

Paukovits, Roberta Pittman, Pastor Erin Swenson-Reinhold, and Rob Wenk. Excused: Liz Holzapfel, Annabel 

Richter (Youth Member).  

Opening:  President Laura Duval called the meeting to order at 7:35 pm. 

Opening devotions: Pastor Kessinger opened with Devotions based upon Acts 4: 32-35. PSK read from the 

Malawi Connection about a church that sought to build a hospital in Malawi for $160K. The largest Christmas 

offering the congregation had ever experienced was $25K. The church members, community, and neighbors 

all contributed. The church raised over $500K. Their pastor exclaimed, “Generosity is the new Evangelism.”  

Adoption of agenda: Laura brought the Buildings and Grounds discussion forward in recognition of our guest, 

Ron Kutscher, and added the youth ministry report to our agenda. The agenda was unanimously adopted. 

Buildings and Grounds Report:  

Rob Wenk and Ron Kutscher explained why it would be prudent to revisit the Redeemer master site plan. Rob 

and Pastor Kessinger met with personnel from Sunrise who anticipate approval of a 140-bed senior housing 

facility to replace the medical building property next door. They are currently in the review/approvals process; 

there is a Planning Commission meeting in Sept. and they hope for Board of Supervisors approval in Oct. The 

county is requiring Sunrise to accommodate a bike lane in front of their property. Should we be asked to in-

clude a bike lane in front of our property, the required relocation of utilities could cost approximately one mil-

lion dollars.  We were exempted from this requirement 15 years ago and do not know yet if this exemption 

would continue.   

The Sunrise development is one of the compelling events that propels us to revisit our facilities and site plan. 

Redeemer’s master plan was originally developed 15 years ago by our architect, Michael Foster.  In informal 

talks with him, he suggested we reconsider our current and future needs.  Ron recommended that we survey 

the Congregation about the Columbarium and other potential priorities (e.g., classroom and office wing reno-

vations, storage). Council brainstormed to identify talented people who could be asked to help with the com-

munication process. 

Michael Foster and Associates have proposed helping us with consultation with the County, strategic planning, 

further defining our requirements, and developing options at an estimated cost of $37.5K, based on their actual 

time spent and materials. They would provide two designs and cost estimates for each of our desired elements.  

Rob and Ron recommended, and Roberta moved, that we engage the architects on a good faith retainer of 

$2,500 to begin the process. The motion was passed unanimously.  We will ask the architects for more detail 

about the deliverables and timeframes before engaging for the full estimate of $37.5K.   

Summer Coffee Hour: Council members signed up to cover the Coffee Hours during the Summer.  

Pastor Kessinger’s report / Pastor Erin’s report / Amanda’s report : Pastor Kessinger noted the new members 

joining and the McLean High School Baccalaureate, which was hosted at Redeemer. Emma Bradley shadowed 

Pastor for a week to explore the possibility of career options.   

Erin highlighted the baptisms of young people, the stewardship meeting, and the Level II ELCA Stewardship 

Coaching Training. Visits to other faith communities are in process.  

Amanda reported that Vacation Bible School is full and there’s a waiting list. We’re adding service in the com-

munity for fourth graders. She noted that the flower sale receipts were down this year, perhaps due to running 

over Easter and having a later than usual start. She kicked off “Flat Jesus” (Like Flat Stanley) so students can 

take photos wherever they are this Summer. Photos will go on Facebook, Instagram, and a church wall display.  

Approval of minutes of May 2019 Council meeting (copy attached): Stephanie Hunter moved, and Matthew 

Kratz seconded. The minutes were approved unanimously.  



 

Executive Committee minutes (copy attached): Council had no comments as items for discussion are included 

in the agenda.  

Treasurer’s report : Rob Wenk reviewed the Treasurer’s report. He noted that our income is higher than last 

year but still below what we need to meet our average weekly budgeted expenses. We will have a quarterly 

stewardship letter go out  in early July. There also needs to be a Summer message regarding remembering Re-

deemer even as members travel; they can use the website or app for their giving.  

For Council action: 

 Human Resources:  

 We have begun going through additional performance appraisals for staff and will rely on the HR commit-

tee regarding process.  

 Safety Plan: 

 Nathan has agreed to be part of the task force assessing safety in the building; Jim Duval will also join and 

Nathan will reach out to other potential members. 

 Matthew Kratz will also work on a shorter version of the existing safety procedure to distribute to ushers.     

 Summer Schedule: We begin Summer Schedule on 16 June with the Contemporary service at 9:00 AM and 

the traditional service at 10:30 and then switch after five weeks. 

 In June Pastor Erin will be taking the youth to Confirmation Camp and Pastor Kessinger will be taking the 

youth on a mission trip.   

 The After-School board met and Linda discussed preliminary ideas for the natural playground. Ellen is 

helping develop a market analysis on the director’s compensation.  

 Preschool had the barbecue fundraiser, which was very successful. All 150 meals were sold. 

 PSK reported on Mutual Ministries.  

 

New business: 

 There was no new business.  

 

Close with prayer: We concluded our meeting with the Lord’s Prayer. 

The meeting adjourned at 9:11 PM.  

 

Next meeting of Council: July 8, 2019 

Next meeting of Executive Committee: July 2, 2019 



 

Visits with our Interfaith Neighbors 
 

In a proposed declaration of interfaith commitment, the ELCA says the following: 

 

Expanding and at the same time deepening our relations with our neighbors of other religions is a growing opportunity for 

the ELCA, and for the ecumenical movement as a whole. As our neighborhoods come to reflect greater religious diversity, 

our call to love and serve our neighbors also expands. As Lutherans, we affirm that we are called to build relationships with 

all our neighbors. Many who are unaffiliated are longing to see Christians practicing the generosity and love they profess 

and are eager to cooperate on projects that improve the larger community. Such cooperation is a way of practicing our call-

ing, as well as a way of giving authentic witness to our faith.   

https://www.elca.org/Faith/Ecumenical-and-Inter-Religious-Relations/Inter-Religious-Relations/Draft-Policy-Statement  

 

We believe that interfaith activities fit perfectly with Redeemer’s mission to share Christ’s love with the greatest number of 

people, so in this spirit, we are planning to visit three of our neighbors to get to know them better and to learn more about 

their faith traditions. The first visit was to Temple Rodef Shalom on June 21st where we were generously treated to a tour of 

the Temple, attended evening Sabbath service and celebrated Oneg Shabbat (a celebration of the Sabbath with food.)  A sec-

ond visit is planned to the McLean Islamic Center during the week of July 15 (details coming soon); and a third, to a local 

Hindu Temple, will take place August 21st. 

 

Please contact Pastor Erin (erin@redeemermclean.org ), Susan Posey (tsposey@verizon.net), or Diane Miller for more infor-

mation. 

 

Tyson’s Interfaith 
 

Redeemer has been involved with Tysons Interfaith for a number of years.  Since there are no houses of worship within the 

geographic boundaries of Tysons, this group was organized to be of service to people who live, work and play in Tysons.  

The group is working with Fairfax County, the Tysons Partnership and the Tysons Regional Chamber of Commerce to in-

form residents about worship opportunities in the surrounding area and build a sense of community through volunteerism 

and other activities in Tysons. The group meets monthly (every third Wednesday from 12:15 to 1:30pm). If this important 

ministry sounds of interest to you, please contact Pastor Erin or Susan Posey (tsposey@verizon.net) for more information. 

Report From the 2019 Synod Assembly 

By Eric Thronson 

 
Every year the Metropolitan Washington D.C. Synod gathers in assembly to address the needs of the church. I was fortu-

nate enough to join several members of the Redeemer community at this year’s synod assembly in College Park, Mary-

land. It was a special synod assembly as it was time to choose a new bishop. As a first-time attendee I was excited to see 

how the election process worked as well as learn more about how our Lutheran community expands past our congrega-

tion. 

 

Friday morning began with all of the delegates from the different congregations seated in a grand hall. The day consisted 

of meetings, educational presentations, and healthy debate. I was pleasantly surprised by the intense focus of every indi-

vidual to ensure the future stability of the synod. Every person there had a genuine interest in learning and helping as 

much as possible when it came to bettering the church. I was amazed at how many people of all ages and backgrounds 

came together for these two days to rejoice in Christ as well as promote the growth of our church. 

There was a heavy focus on the election process that quickly became the main topic of discussion. The process was long 

and methodical in order to ensure that every voice could be heard. One important aspect of the election process was that 

it was meant to be Spirit led. We believed that the Spirit would help guide each and every one of us in choosing the right 

bishop who would take us in the right direction.  

 

Every candidate would have been a great fit for bishop as the process took a handful of rounds to finally elect Rev. Leila 

Ortiz. Bishop-elect Ortiz is a passionate, kind, and smart follower of Christ who will serve the synod well over the next 

six years. She has been assistant to Bishop Graham and has worked hard for the synod over the past three years. She will 

move the church in a positive direction as we try to navigate through an ever-changing society.  It is good to know that 

our congregation will be well served by Bishop-elect Ortiz. 

https://www.elca.org/Faith/Ecumenical-and-Inter-Religious-Relations/Inter-Religious-Relations/Draft-Policy-Statement
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Youth and Family News 
Greetings Redeemer! 

June has been a busy month here at Redeemer  as we kicked off the adventures of flat Jesus (pick-up a flat 

Jesus packet on the table in Crossroads) and sent youth and adult leaders off to Confirmation Camp and on a 

mission trip.  

 

If you are not receiving the youth and family weekly email and would like to receive it, please email Aman-

da at amanda@redeemermclean.org. Included each week will be the upcoming events for all youth and fami-

ly events that occur at Redeemer. We hope a weekly email specifically addressed to families will empower 

our young people and families to feel connected and encouraged to build strong families of faith.  

 

Here is what's coming up in July 2019: 

 

July 17   Kings Dominion for youth in grades 7-12. See link for more information  

  www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0b48adac28a0fa7-kings  

July 22-26   Vacation Bible School 

July 28-August 2 Harrisburg PA Mission Trip  

August 14   Nationals Game for youth in grades 7-12.  See link for more information 

   www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0b48adac28a0fa7-nationals  

August 15   Faith Formation Mentor Training 6-8pm 

August 18   Confirmation Orientation 4-5pm for youth in grades 7 & 8 (fall 2019) and a parent 

August 18  Faith & Fun (Family Picnic) 5-7pm at Redeemer 

August 25   Blessing of Backpacks  

             

Peace, 

Amanda      

Director of Youth Ministry      

 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0b48adac28a0fa7-kings
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0b48adac28a0fa7-nationals


 

“Bible Talk” at Redeemer in July 

 

We have reached our halfway point if you are “on schedule.”  However, most of us are taking our time reading the Bi-

ble.  Either way we hope you stick with it and continue at your own pace.  And, no matter where you are in your read-

ings, please consider joining the group on Tuesday mornings this month.   

 

 Adult Talk and Walk will meet on Tuesdays in July (2, 9, 16, 23, 30) from 9:00-10:30 a.m. if there is continued 

interest.  Join Nancy Power in the Redeemer Crossroads for a walk to StarNut Café or just meet the group at Star-

Nut at about 9:15 for coffee and discussion.  Contact Nancy (npower6803@verizon.net) for more information. 

 Adult Talk and Eat will resume in August / September. 

 Adult Just Talk will resume in September. 

  

You do not need to register your interest ahead of time to join the Adult Talk and Walk.   

 

A reading list giving sections of the Old Testament and the New Testament plus verses from Psalms and Proverbs are 

posted each Monday on the home page of Redeemer’s website under Bible Talk.  There is also a link there giving the 

readings for the full year.  Readings for the week are also included in each Sunday’s announcements insert.  Infor-

mation for July is given below.  

 

What are some of the topics in the sections for July? 

 

 2 Kings 18-25:  King Hezekiah of Judah and his dealings with the king of Assyria who conquered Judah; King 

Hezekiah consults the prophet Isaiah who tells him about the future exile of the people to Babylon; later kings Ma-

nasseh and Amon forgot the Lord and restored worship of Baal; King Josiah returned to the Lord; after the book of 

the covenant was found in the temple, Josiah instituted major reforms and the Passover was celebrated for the first 

time since the time of the Judges; more kings after Josiah who did evil in the sight of the Lord; the fall of Jerusa-

lem to the armies of King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon; all the treasures of the temple and of the palace and all the 

people except for the very poor taken to Babylon. 

 1 Chronicles:  listings of descendants beginning with Adam and through Jacob, followed by those of the tribes of 

Israel; review of history:  Saul and his sons, David, the ark brought to Jerusalem, God’s covenant with David, the 

census and then the plague, David’s amassing of materials and people for Solomon’s task from God to build a tem-

ple; Solomon anointed King. 

 2 Chronicles 1-29:  Solomon asks God for wisdom; the temple is built and furnished; the ark brought to the temple 

and the temple dedicated; visit of the Queen of Sheba; death of Solomon; breakup of the United Kingdom (focus 

mainly on two tribes of Judah rather than ten tribes of Israel); many kings (good and bad) and many battles; re-

forms of Jehoshaphat; more worship of foreign gods; cleansing of temple by King Hezekiah and temple worship 

restored. 

 Acts 21-28:  focus on Paul:  his meeting with James in Jerusalem, his arrest in the temple and his defense; God’s 

direction for him to go to the Gentiles, two reports of his conversion, his appearance before the council and then 

Felix the governor and then King Agrippa, storm and shipwreck on his journey to Rome, his meeting with Jewish 

leaders and his preaching in Rome. 

 Romans 1-14:  overall message that salvation is for all through the gift of grace of God through faith in Jesus 

Christ:  righteous judgment of God, Jews and the Law, righteousness through faith, example of Abraham, Adam 

and Christ, life in the Spirit, Israel’s rejection not final, salvation of the Gentiles, marks of the true Christian. 

 Yes, a second reading of the Psalms begins for the year. 

mailto:npower6803@verizon.net)


 

 

 “Bible Talk” Readings for July2019 

 

 

July 1 July 2 July 3 July 4 

   2 Kings 18:13-19:37 

   Acts 21:1-17 

   Psalm 149:1-9 

   Proverbs 18:8 

   2 Kings 20:1-22:2 

   Acts 21:18-36 

   Psalm 150:1-6 

   Proverbs 18:9-10 

   2 Kings 22:3-23:30 

   Acts 21:37-22:16 

   Psalm 1:1-6 

   Proverbs 18:11-12 

   2 Kings 23:31-25:30 

   Acts 22:17-23:10 

   Psalm 2:1-12 

   Proverbs 18:13 

July 5 July 6 July 7 July 8 

   1 Chronicles 1:1-2:17 

   Acts 23:11-35 

   Psalm 3:1-8 

   Proverbs 18:14-15 

   1 Chronicles 2:18-4:4 

   Acts 24:1-27 

   Psalm 4:1-8 

   Proverbs 18:16-18 

   1 Chronicles 4:5-5:17 

   Acts 25:1-27 

   Psalm 5:1-12 

   Proverbs 18:19 

   1 Chronicles 5:18-6:81 

   Acts 26:1-32 

   Psalm 6:1-10 

   Proverbs 18:20-21 

July 9 July 10 July 11 July 12 

   1 Chronicles 7:1-8:40 

   Acts 27:1-20 

   Psalm 7:1-17 

   Proverbs 18:22 

   1 Chronicles 9:1-10:14 

   Acts 27:21-44 

   Psalm 8:1-9 

   Proverbs 18:23-24 

   1 Chronicles 11:1-12:18 

   Acts 28:1-31 

   Psalm 9:1-12 

   Proverbs 19:1-3 

  1 Chronicles 12:19-14:17 

   Romans 1:1-17 

   Psalm 9:13-20 

   Proverbs 19:4-5 

July 13 July 14 July 15 July 16 

   1 Chronicles 15:1-16:36 

   Romans 1:18-32 

   Psalm 10:1-15 

   Proverbs 19:6-7 

   1 Chronicles 16:37-18:17 

   Romans 2:1-24 

   Psalm 10:16-18 

   Proverbs 19:8-9 

   1 Chronicles 19:1-21:30 

   Romans 2:25-3:8 

   Psalm 11:1-7 

   Proverbs 19:10-12 

   1 Chronicles 22:1-23:32 

   Romans 3:9-31 

   Psalm 12:1-8 

   Proverbs 19:13-14 

July 17 July 18 July 19 July 20 

   1 Chronicles 24:1-26:11 

   Romans 4:1-12 

   Psalm 13:1-6 

   Proverbs 19:15-16 

   1 Chronicles 26:12-27:34 

   Romans 4:13-5:5 

   Psalm 14:1-7 

   Proverbs 19:17 

   1 Chronicles 28:1-29:30 

   Romans 5:6-21 

   Psalm 15:1-5 

   Proverbs 19:18-19 

   2 Chronicles 1:1-3:17 

   Romans 6:1-23 

   Psalm 16:1-11 

   Proverbs 19:20-21 

July 21 July 22 July 23 July 24 

   2 Chronicles 4:1-6:11 

   Romans 7:1-13 

   Psalm 17:1-15 

   Proverbs 19:22-23 

   2 Chronicles 6:12-8:10 

   Romans 7:14-8:8 

   Psalm 18:1-15 

   Proverbs 19:24-25 

   2 Chronicles 8:11-10:19 

   Romans 8:9-25 

   Psalm 18:16-36 

   Proverbs 19:26 

   2 Chronicles 11:1-13:22 

   Romans 8:26-39 

   Psalm 18:37-50 

   Proverbs 19:27-29 

July 25 July 26 July 27 July 28 

   2 Chronicles 14:1-16:14 

   Romans 9:1-24 

   Psalm 19:1-14 

   Proverbs 20:1 

   2 Chronicles 17:1-18:34 

   Romans 9:25-10:13 

   Psalm 20:1-9 

   Proverbs 20:2-3 

   2 Chronicles 19:1-20:37 

   Romans 10:14-11:12 

   Psalm 21:1-13 

   Proverbs 20:4-6 

   2 Chronicles 21:1-23:21 

   Romans 11:13-36 

   Psalm 22:1-18 

   Proverbs 20:7 

July 29 July 30 July 31   

   2 Chronicles 24:1-25:28 

   Romans 12:1-21 

   Psalm 22:19-31 

   Proverbs 20:8-10 

   2 Chronicles 26:1-28:27 

   Romans 13:1-14 

   Psalm 23:1-6 

   Proverbs 20:11 

   2 Chronicles 29:1-36 

   Romans 14:1-23 

   Psalm 24:1-10 

   Proverbs 20:12 

  



 

Redeemer’s Future Building Needs 
 
Redeemer has received notification that the Medical Office Building next door to the church is in the process 

of being sold. The new owners will be redeveloping the site into a Sunrise Senior Living facility. The new 

building will be a residence for about 140 people. At the earliest, construction would begin at the end of 2019 

and would take approximately 1.5 - 2 years.  

 

The construction project next door also means we will lose our overflow parking for services and events. Co-

incidentally, our Pre-School and After-School programs are ready to begin development of an expanded Nat-

ural Play Area for the children in both programs and the community. Both of these developments have given 

a reason for the Congregation Council to review the master plan developed approximately 15 years ago and 

to reflect on our current and future building and site issues. 

 

Two areas that members have expressed interest in previously are the development of a Columbarium on site 

and the renovation of the old classrooms and offices. A Columbarium is a wall or structure that would house 

ashes as a memorial for deceased members. The renovations of the original classrooms and offices would ad-

dress the poor appearance and functionality, inefficient heating and cooling, distracting noise between the 

classrooms and the offices (privacy is very important for the pastors to be able to use their offices for coun-

seling). 

 

Before consulting with our architect to determine possible plans and costs, the Council wants to hear 

your ideas about Redeemer’s building and site needs for the next 10-15 years. Please give us your input 

to the questions below or via this online survey link:  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/JPYJVFT 

1.  For each item below, how important would you rate the need for Redeemer to develop plans to ad-

dress each area (circle one number on the scale below). 

a) Overflow Parking      (Extremely Impor tant      5     4     3     2     1     Not at all Important)  

b) Columbar ium      (Extremely Impor tant      5     4     3     2     1     Not at all Important)  

c) Renovation of Classrooms & Offices (Extremely Impor tant     5    4    3    2    1    Not Important) 

 

2.  Please describe any other building or site improvements you think we need to consider. 

 

 

 

3.  Would you like additional information on the Columbarium? If so, please include your preferred 

contact information. 
 

 

4.  Would be willing to serve on a Task Force to help explore any of these areas? If so, please include 

your preferred contact information below. 
 

 

Return this form to the drop box in Narthex or send it to Carol in the church office by July 14.  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/JPYJVFT


 

Scarves for N Street 

Scarves for N Street:  The prayer shawl committee is making and collecting winter scarves to donate to the 

women in the N Street program.  Everyone is encouraged to get into the creative spirit with knitting or cro-

cheting as  a summer project!  The table in the Crossroad will have "scarf in a bag" kits containing enough 

yarn to make a scarf. Please take a bag and use the yarn for the project.  There will also be a contribution box 

for completed scarf projects or purchased contributions each Sunday in June - September.  For more infor-

mation contact Gretchen Stark 

Youth Haven Camp Needs Our Help! 

 

The Redeemer VBS program will be collecting new pillows, pillowcases and flashlights in support of the 

LSS Youth Haven Camp program for children infected and affected with HIV/AIDS. You can order through 

our Amazon wish list (http://tinyurl.com/VBScampkits) or bring items to the Crossroads. All donations must 

be ordered by July 14th. Thanks in advance for your help! 

The LSS Youth Development & Wellness program has offered Youth Haven Kid Camp since its inception in 

1999. It was the first and only program of its kind--offering a summer camp for children infected or affected 

by HIV/AIDS. The camp continues to this day, offering a safe environment, peer support, and wellness train-

ing every summer. Nestled in Maryland's Catoctin Mountains, trained camp leaders and volunteers mix out-

door play--- through art, games, challenge courses, hiking, swim, yoga, etc.-- with health education and team 

building to create an unforgettable experience. Youth explore fun ways to build healthy relationships and 

wellness habits for years to come. 

Camp is free for every youth because of the generous support of donors. You can help sustain this program 

by donating on the LSS website and designating your gift to Youth Wellness. 

SERVICE OPPORTUNITY: MEALS FOR HOMESTRETCH CLIENTS 

Homestretch (https://homestretchva.org/about-us/) is designed to address the root causes of homelessness for 

each family and reverse it. Clients receive life skills training one evening per month and dinner is provided 

as they come from work and do not get home until well into the evening. Redeemer is providing dinner for 

clients on Wednesday 7/10. The recipe for the main course (squash casserole) and suggestions for side 

dishes to purchase are provided. If you are interested in cooking or purchasing a portion of the meal, 

please email Carol Pribulka pr ibulkas@ver izon.net.  

T  H  A  N  K     Y O U  !! 

Our Crayola Recycling Program was a great success! We collected about 12 Gallon size zip lock bags full of 

markers that we dropped off at Haycock Elementary School for them to send off to Crayola to be recycled!!  

Thank you all for helping to keep our earth beautiful! We will continue our Crayola Recycling Program from 

our schools in the fall and we will leave the Crayola bin out in the same location on the table in Keillor Lobby 

if anyone has any more markers to contribute during the summer.  

http://tinyurl.com/VBScampkits
https://homestretchva.org/about-us/
mailto:pribulkas@verizon.net


 

May Ham Report 

 

On May 6, Ralph Dutrow delivered 29 boxes of ham weighing 1,015 pounds to MANNA from the Reston 

HoneyBaked Ham store. 

 

On May 9, Laura Wareham delivered 8 boxes of ham weighing 280 pounds to Community Family Life Ser-

vices from the Falls Church and Fairfax stores. 

 

On May 23, Ralph Dutrow delivered 5 boxes of ham weighing 210 pounds to MANNA from the Fairfax store. 

They also donated a carton of 18 boxes of macaroni and cheese. 

 

On May 30, Roberta Pittman delivered 2 boxes of ham weighing 65 pounds to ThriveDC from the Fairfax 

store. 

 

So May's ham delivery total comes to 1,570 pounds. Yahoo! A great month. Our breakdown for the month is 

MANNA 1,225 pounds; Community Family Life Services 280 pounds and ThriveDC 65 pounds. 

 

So far in 2019, we have delivered a total of 4,760 pounds of ham. Our year to date breakdown is as follows: 

MANNA 1,540 pounds; DC Central Kitchen 1,015 pounds; ThriveDC 1,010 pounds; Martha's Table 665 

pounds; Community Family Life Services 280 pounds; N Street Village 110 pounds; the First Baptist Church 

of Manassas 105 pounds and the Father McKenna Center 35 pounds. All weights are approximate.  

 

If anyone is interested in joining our excellent crew of ham runners, please contact Rick Stewart for more in-

formation at:  

                         ricstew2002@yahoo.com 

Thanks to everyone for donating their time to this wonderful outreach program. We definitely took a bite out 

of hunger in May! 

mailto:ricstew2002@yahoo.com


 

The Gift of Stewardship 

“Stewardship is what we do after we say we believe.” – Clarence C. Stoughton  

 

Over the last few months, the stewardship team has gathered to discuss the meaning of stewardship. We’ve dis-

cussed, reflected, and prayed about all the ways God is inviting us to be better stewards of our time, gifts, and 

resources. While many people think stewardship is another word for ‘fund-raising,’ stewardship is actually a 

way of life. It is about recognizing that all we have and all that we are is from God. It is recognizing that when 

we pray the words, ‘Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,’ it means we are inviting God’s will into our lives 

right here and now.  

Mark Allan Powell, a Lutheran New Testament scholar, described faithful stewardship as a “joy-filled aspect 

of our relationship with God.” He described joy-filled giving as “an act of worship, an expression of faith, and 

a discipline for spiritual growth.”  

We are invited to engage faithful stewardship as an act of worship when we give out of glad and generous 

hearts. Generous hearts allow us to recognizing giving as an expression of love and devotion to God 

who demonstrates how to love by being faithful to us. 

We are invited to recognize all that we are and all that we have is from God and for God’s use when we see 

faithful stewardship as an expression of faith.  

We are invited to grow in our faith as we engage faithful stewardship as a discipline for spiritual growth. 

Each time we give, we place ourselves in a posture of self-denial as we encounter where our treasure is, 

there our heart will be also (Matthew 6:21).  

Over the new few months, I encourage and challenge you to reflect on stewardship as “an act of worship, an 

expression of faith, and a discipline for spiritual growth.” I encourage you to give of your time, gifts, and re-

sources with a generous heart and experience the joy that comes from enjoying a deeper relationship with God.  

Peace,  

Pastor Erin Swenson-Reinhold 



 

Alexander Griffis  7/1 

Eunhee Hunter  7/1 

Stephen Weischedel  7/1 

William Corbett  7/2 

David Kostelancik  7/2 

Carter Miller  7/2 

Marcia Zaborsky  7/2 

Judith Loving  7/3 

Patrick Devlin  7/4 

Tyler Straub  7/4 

Anna Thorson  7/4 

Margaret Werntz  7/4 

Lola Walraven  7/5 

Carylann Assante  7/6 

Margaret Duval  7/6 

Tessa Lamoureux  7/6 

Eric Muhlenberg  7/6 

Peter Muhlenberg  7/6 

Robert Muhlenberg  7/6 

Gunnar Torgrimson  7/6 

Kelsey Torgrimson  7/6 

Cathleen Beck  7/7 

Matthew Cooley  7/7 

Bill Hendricks  7/7 

Hobbs Huston  7/7 

Stephen Laredo  7/7 

Paul Dibble  7/8 

Cheryl Smout  7/8 

Jessica Opsahl-Ong  7/9 

Robin Taylor  7/9 

Laughlin Dibble  7/10 

Megan Kratz  7/10 

Ethan Ngo  7/11 

Florence Ofili-Toviho  7/11 

Kristin DeLeonardis  7/12 

Ryan Hughes  7/12 

John Curtis  7/13 

Rachel Waldon  7/13 

Veronica Goff  7/14 

Andrea Kuschke-DeChaine  7/14 

Allison Lawrence  7/14 

Richard Michaud  7/14 

Mary Sullivan  7/14 

Kirsten Apple  7/15 

Luke Campet  7/15 

Laura Cooley  7/15 

Meredith Doherty  7/15 

Nancy Etkin  7/15 

John Kennedy  7/15 

Philip Leibensperger  7/15 

Hadley Sibert  7/15 

John Tharrington  7/15 

Rizalyn Calunia  7/16 

Craig Carroll  7/16 

Kristi Lehmkuhler-Reynolds  7/16 

Matthew Richardson  7/16 

Sharon Wesbrook  7/16 

Alex Moreno  7/17 

Christopher Ristig  7/17 

Nathan Goff  7/18 

Natalie Lynch  7/18 

Alice Pfaff  7/18 

Anneka Demske  7/19 

Bradford Macomber  7/19 

Greta Moi  7/19 

Michelle Brown  7/20 

Nicholas Hutchinson  7/20 

Matthew Martz  7/20 

Rose Shellaway  7/20 

Kimberly Cavanaugh  7/21 

Joshua Devore  7/21 

Laura McCoy  7/21 

Andrea Dietrich  7/22 

Carol Pribulka  7/22 

Charlotte Morris  7/23 

Kirsten Olson  7/23 

Scarlett Cavanaugh  7/24 

Adeline Dietrich  7/24 

Patricia Giffey  7/24 

Michael McCoy  7/25 

Lara Paukovits  7/25 

Maggie Pishner  7/25 

Mathieu Campet  7/26 

Neva (Ginny) Cassell  7/26 

Matthew Koch  7/26 

Corbin Angus  7/27 

Daniel Englund  7/27 

Mary-Hannah Klontz  7/27 

Clinton Leonard  7/27 

Anna Salzman  7/27 

Alexandra Zele  7/27 

Alice Ahlgren  7/28 

Wendy Linthicum  7/28 

Trevor Sheehan  7/28 

Scott Wilson  7/28 

Stephanie Newhall  7/29 

Douglas Gorsline  7/30 

Autumn Okorie  7/31 

Larry Pittman  7/31 

Annabel Sibert  7/31 

   

   



 

Mon        7/01 6:30p MOJO Volleyball   PH 
 
Tue 7/02 12:00p Rotary    FH 
  6:30p MOJO Volleyball                    PH 
  7:15p Boy Scout Troop 1916  FH 
 
Wed 7/03 9:30a Quilting    PH 
  6:30p MOJO Volleyball   PH 
  7:00p Hadi Meditation   CL 
  7:15p Bible Study   CR 
  8:00p Al-Anon    CL 
 
Thu 7/04  Office Closed 
 
Sun 7/07 9;00a Traditional Worship   NA 
  10:30 Contemporary Worship   NA 
     
Mon 7/08 6:30p MOJO Volleyball   PH 
  7:30p Congregation Council  CR 
 
Tue 7/09 12:00p Rotary    FH 
  6:00p Langley Residential   CR 
  6:30p MOJO Volleyball                    PH 
  7:30p Finance and Administration  LI 
   
Wed 7/10 6:30p MOJO Volleyball   PH 
  7:00p Hadi Meditation   CL 
  7:15p Bible Study   CF 
  8:00p Al-Anon    CL 
 
Thu 7/11 6:30p MOJO Volleyball   CR 
  
Sun 7/14 9:00a Traditional Worship   NA 
  10:30a Contemporary Worship   NA 
  1:00p MOJO Volleyball   PH
   
Mon 7/15 6:30p MOJO Volleyball   PH 
 
Tue 7/16 12:00p Rotary    FH
  6:30p MOJO Volleyball                    PH 
 
  
 

Wed 7/17 9:30a Quilting    FH 
  6:30p MOJO Volleyball   PH 
  7:00p Hadi Meditation   CL 
  7:15p Bible Study   CR 
  8:00p Al-Anon    CL 
 
Thu 7/18 6:30p MOJO Volleyball   CR 
   
    
Sun 7/21 9:00a Contemporary Worship  NA
  10:30a Contemporary Worship   NA 
  1:00p MOJO Volleyball   PH 
 
   
Mon 7/22 9:30a Vacation Bible School  R:C 
  6:30p MOJO Volleyball   PH 
 
Tue 7/23 9:30a Vacation Bible School  RLC 
  12:00p Rotary    FH 
  7:30p Stoneleigh Association  MSA 
 
Wed 7/24 9:30a Vacation Bible School  RLC 
  6:30p MOJO Volleyball   PH 
  7:00p Hadi Meditation   CL 
  8:00p Al-Anon    CL 
 
Thu  7/25 9:30a Vacation Bible School  RLC
  6:30p MOJO Volleyball   CR 
 
Sun 7/28 9:00a Contemporary Worship  NA 
  10:30a Traditional Worship   NA 
  1:00p MOJO Volleyball   PH 
 
Mon 7/29 6:00p I Drive Smart   CL 
  6:30p MOJO Volleyball   PH 
 
Tue 7/30 12:00p Rotary    FH 
  6:00p I Drive Smart   CL 
  6:30p MOJO Volleyball   PH 
 
Wed 7/31 6:30p MOJO Volleyball   PH 
  7:00p Hadi Meditation   CL 
  8:00p Al-Anon    CL 



 

Ministers: The People of Redeemer Church 

703-356-3346       church@redeemermclean.org     www.redeemermclean.org 

Position Name Contact Information 

Senior Pastor Pastor Sandy Kessinger 
703-635-4672 

psk@redeemermclean.org 

Pastor Erin Swenson-Reinhold erin@redeemermclean.org 

Facilities Director Bill Parks bparks@redeemermclean.org 

Office  Manager Carol D’Amico cdamico@redeemermclean.org 

Director of Music Matt Osifchin mosifchi@hotmail.com   

Director of Preschool Tammie Koenig tkoenig@redeemermclean.org 

Director of After-School Program Linda Mcconnaughay lmcconnaughay@redeemermclean.org 

Financial Coordinator Sara Nail sara@redeemermclean.org 

Director of Youth Ministry Amanda Gebhart amanda@redeemermclean.org 

Organist Joy Mentzel joymentzel@gmail.com 

Youth Choir Director Amy Tribie atribie@gmail.com 

Bell Choir Director Waka Osifchin waka.soprano@gmail.com 

Sexton Lionel Jackson ljackson@redeemermclean.org 

mailto:marlonyearwood@yahoo.com

