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TIDINGS 

A MESSAGE FROM 

PASTOR KESSINGER 

In May, Emma Bradley shadowed me for a week in order to learn more about pastoral ministry.  It was a wonderful week 

for her to experience the depth of work that gets done from one Sunday to the next.  So this month you will hear from 

Emma about the things that took place and how they impacted her – Pastor Kessinger 

 

From Emma 

During the week of May 19, 2019, I have been shadowing Pastor Kessinger as part of an internship program at my 

school. This experience has given me great insight into the different jobs pastors hold, and how busy their weeks are. 

What we as a congregation see (sermons, lunches, Bible studies, etc.) is an important part of what a pastor does but none 

of it would be possible without all the behind-the-scenes work that needs to be accomplished. 

 

I started early by going to McLean Day and greeting people in the community with the pastor. She explained to me that 

as a pastor you have to be motivated to go out into the community because it would be easy to stay in an office all day.  It 

is important for the community to see the pastors and converse with them (and not just members).  However, this takes 

resolve as it is not always the easiest task, mainly because it was hot and Pastor Kessinger was wearing all black. 

 

On Sunday I learned that a pastor’s day is non-stop.  It starts by getting to the church at 8 am and she was already there 

and ready for the day. The 8:30 service begins and from then on there are no breaks. After the service was done, she 

greets people in-between services. The 9:45 service was different from normal as we had the 4th and 5th graders serving. 

This adds another level of chaos to an already exciting day, but ultimately it was a great experience. The kids did amaz-

ingly, and Pastor Kessinger made sure they got to try as many new things as possible. I learned that although she is not 

leading the Faith Formation classes, she still has to be good with kids and ready to adapt on the spot.  Another part of the 

pastor’s job on Sundays is to preside over baptisms. This particular Sunday there was one baptism and the Pastor got to 

baptize another child of God.   

 

After all the services are over, while others move on and go home, Pastor Kessinger had yet another meeting with people 

who have been worshiping with us for a while. She explained the different ministries of the church and some of the things 

we are looking forward to in the near future.  She also talked about the value of membership but no pressure was given 

for people to join if they were not ready.  All would still be welcomed.  After the meeting I had the rest of the day off and 

I am sure she was exhausted.  

 

On Monday I talked with the youth director, Amanda Gebhart, about the work that she does at the church (Pastor Kes-

singer uses Mondays for sermon prep and time to herself to reflect on the Word of God).  Amanda explained that to work 

at a church you have to be mindful of what you can handle and give yourself some time to breath as most days are packed 

and it would be easy to be overwhelmed.  

 



 

On Tuesday I learned about the behind the scenes discussions and how the church functions. I arrived at 10 am and 

spoke with Pastor Kessinger about the bulletins. She always goes over it to make sure there are no mistakes and picks 

out hymns that reflect her sermon. It was fascinating to watch her decide on a hymn then remember that three baptisms 

were going to take place, so she found another hymn that was shorter.  After reviewing the bulletins, we went to Santin-

i’s and met with a member for lunch. Part of her job is maintaining relationships with people.   

 

When we got back to the church there was a staff meeting. It began with each person having an assigned role, reading 

different prayers out of the hymnals, Psalm 148, and prayers for healing, strength, peace, and safety. While I found this 

devotional time fascinating, what was really interesting was how the staff members approached issues differently de-

pending on the area of ministry they were involved in at the church.  It was good to see how they balanced those conver-

sations. 

 

Wednesday was a very long day totaling 8 hours and 40 minutes. Starting at 8 am to 3 pm then I came back from 7 pm to 

8:40 pm.  The majority of the day was spent in the conference room. It started with a Bible study where I learned about 

the Exodus. Most of what I had heard before about the Exodus centered on the plagues.  It was interesting to see how 

Pastor Kessinger, who has read the Exodus story many times before, was still able to find new things to share which 

goes to show how God is infinite.  Even in Scripture there is always something new. The highlights were when we 

looked at the nuances of the Hebrew words (such as tēvah which is the word used for the basket Moses was placed in 

and the same word was used to mean the ark in the story of Noah).   

 

After that we had 30 minutes to rearrange things so that 14 pastors, youth ministers, a presenter, and myself could sit in 

the conference room for a 5-hour presentation about coaching (which I am going to try to explain the best I can as I had 

never heard about it before Wednesday). It is basically learning how to ask questions that allow a “client” to discover for 

himself or herself what steps they want to take to accomplish one of their goals.  Lunch break was a lot of fun and I got 

to hear the different stories the pastors had from over the years. 

 

These small nuances were very interesting to me and something I have never looked into. Then another Bible study at 7 

pm. This study focused on Galatians and was also very interesting although what was more interesting was hearing the 

people’s different understandings based on who they are, and what they have experienced.  Finally, the day was over, 

and I now have a newfound admiration for Pastor Kessinger’s limitless energy as her positivity helped get me through 

the day.  

  

On Thursday, I had the privilege of having lunch with another member of the church.   Her story was incredible, and her 

bravery was inspiring, it was one of my favorite experiences from the week by far. Next, we met with someone who 

wanted to be baptized and take their First Communion and I got to view how Pastor Kessinger walks people through the 

process.  I learned some new things as well. Finally, the day ended with meetings, the last being a stewardship meeting 

where I learned about how stewardship does not only mean monetary donations but donating one’s time. The team main-

ly discussed how to remove the negative stigma surrounding the word stewardship and I think people should simply read 

Beyond the Offering Plate.  

On the last day of my internship I got to see the preschool graduation and watch as pastor greeted the children and the 

parents. I also got to help make some bulletin inserts and put them in the bulletins. After that we focused mainly on the 

upcoming wedding rehearsal. Pastor Kessinger makes it a point to do the physical work as well as the mental and emo-

tional work that comes with being a pastor.  She and I moved tables and chairs to prepare the room for the bride. Then I 

watched as they did the rehearsal. After the rehearsal we had to move the banners and change them out.  It turns out there 

is a science to that because it is harder than it looks but it was a success. Next, I went home while she went to the re-

hearsal dinner.   

 

Overall, this internship has given me a lot of insight into how difficult but fulfilling the job of being a pastor is and ulti-

mately, I am looking more inclined to pursue such a career, and even if I change my mind I will always want to help in 

the church.  



 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday Morning Bible Study | Bible Study on Psalms 

June 5 and 12 – 8:00 am   | Wednesday Evening – 7:15 pm  

      | June 5, 12, and 19 

 

Saturday,  June 1  Men’s Breakfast – 8:00 am (Madison Deli in McLean) 

 

Sunday,  June 2  Worship at 8:30 am, 9:45 am, and 11:00 am  

    Requiem for the Living – Incorporated in 11 am service  

    Table Talk (for Adults) – 9:45 am  

    BBQ Lunch hosted by Preschool (All Welcome) 

    Open Bible Conversation with PSK – 5:00 pm  

 

Wednesday,  June 5 Quilting – 9:30 am (also on June 19) 

 

Thursday,  June 6  Prayer Shawl – 10:30 am (also on June 20) 

 

Sunday,  June 9  Worship at 8:30 am, 9:45 am, and 11:00 am  

    Gathering for Faith Formation Families – 9:45 am  

    Table Talk (for Adults) – 9:45 am  

    Service of Transition for Faith Formation – 11:00 am  

 

Friday - Saturday  Synod Assembly  

June 14 and 15  Election of Bishop 

  

Sunday,  June 16  Worship at 9:00 am (Traditional)  

    Worship at 10:30 am (Contemporary) 

 

Week of June 24  Confirmation Camp 

    High School Trip to Leech Lake Indian Reservation 

 

Sunday,  June 30  Worship at 9:00 am (Traditional)  

    Worship at 10:30 am (Contemporary) 
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Lutheran Church of the Redeemer, McLean, VA 

Minutes from the Church Council Meeting of May 13, 2019 

 

Council members present: Mitch Brown, Karen Detweiler (Secretary), Laura Duval (President), Stephanie 

Hunter, Pastor Kessinger, Matthew Kratz (Vice President), Ellen Kennedy, Florence Ofili-Toviho, Nathan 

Paukovits, Roberta Pittman, Pastor Erin Swenson-Reinhold, and Rob Wenk. Excused: Liz Holzapfel, Anna-

bel Richter (Youth Member). 

 

Opening:  President Laura Duval called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm. 

 

Opening devotions: Pastor Kessinger opened with Devotions based upon John 13:3-5, Generous Givers. 

Generous giving begins with the posture of total humility. Council members shared memories of the most 

generous people they have known. Many of the people highlighted were parents and other family members.  

 

Adoption of agenda: The agenda was unanimously adopted. 

 

Pastor Kessinger’s report / Pastor Erin’s report: Pastor Erin highlighted Holy week services, Easter, and vis-

iting California for a Pastors’ conference on leading through change. She and Amanda continue to work on 

the Fall schedule. There is a need for more Sunday morning Faith Formation mentors, so please send candi-

dates to Pastor Erin. Sunday Faith Formation attendance has been unusually strong for the Spring season.  

 

Pastor Kessinger highlighted the inspirational speakers who provided reflections for Wednesday Lenten ser-

vices. After Easter, she went to Puerto Rico to learn the state of rebuilding since the hurricane. Pastor Kes-

singer highlighted pastoral actions, including hospice care and support to the Stieg family. Pr. Kessinger also 

enjoyed a family vacation.  

 

Approval of minutes of April 8, 2019 Council meeting (copy attached): Roberta Pittman moved and Nathan 

Paukovits seconded. The minutes were approved unanimously.  

 

Executive Committee minutes (copy attached): Council had no comments as items for discussion are includ-

ed in the agenda.  

 

Treasurer’s report : Rob Wenk reviewed the Treasurer’s report. He noted that April was a good month and 

included Easter, but revenue is still below budgeted need.  The last two bulletins identified our average 

weekly budgeted expenses. Nate did some graphs of revenues, budget, and expenses, which show that we are 

sticking to our budget for expenditures but are lagging in giving . The Stewardship Ministry Team will dis-

cuss effective ways to use the graphs. 

 

 



 

For Council action: 

McLean day is next Saturday and volunteers are needed. Contact Mark Cronin or sign up on the board to 

help.  

 

Human Resources:  

 

 Sara Nail has worked with Mickey on teller box and payroll processes this week. She is off to a good start.  

 We will soon have performance appraisals for staff and will rely on the HR committee regarding process. 

HR Committee will meet in June. 

 

Executive Committee (EC): 

 

 The EC continues to recognize the need for safety procedures in the Church. The proposal Rob Wenk 

drafted last year about Sunday safety procedures has been sent to Council for review.  

 We will ask for volunteers with security expertise to serve on a task force and to update and disseminate 

this document.  

 Matthew Kratz will also work on a shorter version of the procedure in a format with bullet points for ease 

of use.   

 

Social Concerns Update (Stephanie Hunter):  

 

 Our refugee family is to receive a handicapped accessible 3-BR apartment soon, near Parklawn Elementary 

and the Ethiopian church. 

 We have a Sign-Up Genius in process to coordinate donations of furnishings.  The move-in date will be 

scheduled as soon as possible. We may have truck support from SHARE or LSS.  

Building and Grounds Update (Rob Wenk and Nate Paukovits): 

 The roof work is completed. 

 The first draft update to the building and grounds master plan is in process. We’re looking at future ways 

to renovate faith formation and office space, as well as changes to playgrounds, parking and a possible col-

umbarium.  We anticipate having an updated draft with pre-read for the June Council meeting. 

 The architectural firm is looking at our Special Use permit for constraints on what we can do.  

 A colleague of Nate Paukovits’ is reviewing our energy bills and usage and by the June Council Meeting 

we may have a sense as to the savings potential from solar panels given the installation cost and donor of-

fer.  

 

New business: 

There was no new business.  

 

Close with prayer: We concluded our meeting with the Lord’s Prayer. 

The meeting adjourned at 9:05 PM.  

 

Next meeting of Council: June 10, 2019 

Next meeting of Executive Committee: June 4, 2019 



 

Transitions 

Pastor Erin Swenson-Reinhold 

 

Change is inevitable, and transitions are a normal part of life. Families move, jobs change, school begins, and 

school ends – transitions happen. Take a moment and think about the many transitions you’ve experienced —

big transitions, such as starting a new job or moving to a new place, and small transitions, such as getting up in 

the morning or coming home from work. When you think about transitions, how do they make you feel? Do 

they make you feel excited, nervous, or stressed? How do you manage them? 

All transitions involve some sort of change in how we interact with the world around us (changes in place, ac-

tivity, or routine). With each transition, we are invited to adjust to the change. We know one of the benefits of 

being in a faith community is the support we provide for and receive from each other, particularly during times 

of change. We are invited to pray for and with one another as we struggle and celebrate all the transitions that 

accompany life. 

 

Many of our members will experience transitions this time of year as they move from grade to grade, school to 

school, school to work, or full-time parenting to empty-nesters. It truly is a time of transition. To honor these 

traditions and provide prayer and support to each other, each worship service on June 9 will incorporate a 

Blessing of Transitions. We ask that you join us in blessing our church family as we all move into the next 

phase of life.  

  



 

Youth and Family News 

 
Greetings Redeemer! 

May has been a busy month here at Redeemer as we had a great flower sale to raise money for our summer 

trips to Minnesota, Harrisburg, and Lutherock. Thank you to all who bought flowers and donated. We greatly 

appreciate your support.  

If you are not receiving the youth and family weekly email and would like to receive it, please email Aman-

da at amanda@redeemermclean.org. Included each week will be the upcoming events for all youth and fami-

ly events that occur at Redeemer. We hope a weekly email specifically addressed to families will empower 

our young people and families to feel connected and encouraged to build strong families of faith.  

 

Here is what's coming up in June 2019: 

June 2 

  VBS Volunteer Meeting 12pm in conference room 

Lutherock Meeting 12:15pm in fellowship hall 

Preschool BBQ Fundraiser 12-2pm outside crossroads 

June 9 

Last Day of Faith Formation (End of Year Brunch) sign-up here  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0b48adac28a0fa7-endofyear 

Blessing of Transitions at (all worship service) 

Harrisburg Trip Meeting 12pm conference room 

June 16 

 Blessing of Summer Trips (all worship service) 

June 22-28  

 Minnesota Mission Trip 

June 23-29  

 Lutherock Camp   

             

Peace, 

Amanda     and    Pastor Erin 

Director of Youth Ministry        Associate Pastor   
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0b48adac28a0fa7-endofyear


 

Congratulations to our Graduating Seniors! 

Emma Bradley 

Emma will graduate from 

McLean High School and 

will attend the University of 

Mary Washington. 

David Englund 

David will graduate from 

the Field School and will 

attend Gettysburg College. 

Bentley Gates 

Bentley graduated from 

George Mason University 

with a Masters in Special 

Education. 

Benjamin Kostelancik 

Benjamin graduated from 

the American International 

School of Budapest and will 

attend Christopher Newport . 

William C. Bourgin  

William will graduate from 

McLean High School and 

will attend UVA-Wise. 

Katie Holzapfel  

Katie will graduate from Lang-

ley High School and will attend 

American University. 



 

Sam will graduate from Yorktown 

High School and will attend      

Virginia Tech. 

Emma Mykityshyn  

Emma will graduate from 

McLean High School and 

will attend Georgetown 

University. 

Samantha O’Brien Daniel Kostelancik 

Daniel will graduate from 

Northwestern University with 

a B.S. in Materials Science 

and Engineering. He will stay 

at Northwestern to complete 

his Masters. 

Florencio Connor Yuzon  

Connor will graduate from 

McLean High School and will 

attend the  Elliott School of Inter-

national Affairs at the George 

Washington University. 

  Anna  will  graduate from 

McLean High School and 

will attend James Madison 

University. 

Anna Thorson  Ella Truslow 

Ella will graduate from 

The Trinity School at 

Meadow View and will 

attend University of  

Virginia. 



 

“Bible Talk” at Redeemer in June 

 

Our small group conversations continue no matter where people are in their readings.  Please consider joining any one 

of the following groups.  We listen to each other, we share our own insights, and we enjoy our time together.  

 

 Adult Talk and Walk – Three Tuesdays in June (11, 18, 25) from 9:00-10:30 a.m. – meet Nancy Power 

(npower6803@verizon.net) in the Redeemer Crossroads for a walk to StarNut.   

 Adult Talk and Eat – Sunday, June 2, 5:00 p.m.  Pastor Kessinger will meet with anyone who wants to discuss the 

Bible while sharing a meal at Pulcinella's.  

 Adult Just Talk – Sun., June 2, 9:45-10:45 a.m.:  contact Diane Liesman (dliesman@verizon.net) or Diane Miller 

(pdimill@aol.com) for more information and to express interest (or just show up in the Prayer and Care Room) 

  

You do not need to register your interest ahead of time to join the Adult Talk and Walk or the Adult Just Talk.   

 

A reading list giving sections of the Old Testament and the New Testament plus verses from Psalms and Proverbs are 

posted each Monday on the home page of Redeemer’s website under Bible Talk.  There is also a link there giving the 

readings for the full year.  Readings for the week are also included in each Sunday’s announcements insert.  Infor-

mation for June is given below.  

 

What are some of the topics in the sections for June? 

 2 Samuel 18-24:  the defeat and death of Absalom (David’s son who had rebelled against him); David’s mercy and 

kindness to various people as he travels to Jerusalem; more battles; David’s song of thanksgiving; pestilence as 

judgment on David’s sin 

 1 Kings 1-22:  because David was aged and ill, his second son Adonijah claimed the kingship; but the prophet Na-

than and Bathsheba convinced David to name David and Bathsheba’s son Solomon as king and David did so; Sol-

omon consolidates the kingdom; in reply to God, Solomon asked for wisdom and he became known as wiser than 

anyone else in all the nations; Solomon has the magnificent temple built; visit of the Queen of Sheba; due to Solo-

mon’s disobedience (including marrying many foreign women), God raised up people against Solomon and said 

He would take away the kingship from Solomon’s son after Solomon died; breakup of the united kingdom with 

different men becoming kings over the ten northern tribes (Israel) and two southern tribes (Judah) many of whom 

forget God; prophet Elijah triumphs over the priests of Baal; ongoing battles 

 2 Kings 1-18:  Elijah ascends to heaven and Elisha succeeds him and performs many miracles; more battles; more 

kings over Israel and Judah  

 John 20-21:  the resurrected Jesus appears to Mary Magdalene and the disciples; meeting of Thomas with Jesus; 

Jesus asks Peter to “feed my sheep” 

 Acts 1-20:  the ascension of Jesus; Matthias chosen to replace Judas; coming of the Holy Spirit; Peter’s speech to 

the crowd; Peter and John arrested and brought before the Sadducees; the new believers pray for boldness, share 

their possessions; the Sadducees persecute the apostles and put them in prison but an angel opens the door; the 

Pharisee Gamaliel says to leave the apostles alone; Stephen arrested and stoned; Philip and the Ethiopian Eunuch; 

conversion of Saul; Peter and others preaching outside Jerusalem; Barnabas and Saul/Paul commissioned to work 

with Gentiles; Council of Jerusalem’s decision that Gentiles didn’t need to be circumcised; Paul and Silas in pris-

on; Paul’s missionary journeys 

mailto:npower6803@verizon.net
mailto:dliesman@verizon.net
mailto:pdimill@aol.com)


 

 

 “Bible Talk” Readings for June 2019 

 

 

 June 1 June 2 June 3 June 4 

   2 Samuel 18:1-19:10 
   John 20:1-31 
   Psalm 119:153-176 
   Proverbs 16:14-15 

   2 Samuel 19:11-20:13 
   John 21:1-25 
   Psalm 120:1-7 
   Proverbs 16:16-17 

   2 Samuel 20:14-21:22 
   Acts 1:1-26 
   Psalm 121:1-8 
   Proverbs 16:18 

   2 Samuel 22:1-23:23 
   Acts 2:1-47 
   Psalm 122:1-9 
   Proverbs 16:19-20 

June 5 June 6 June 7 June 8 

   2 Samuel 23:24-24:25 
   Acts 3:1-26 
   Psalm 123:1-4 
   Proverbs 16:21-23 

   1 Kings 1:1-53 
   Acts 4:1-37 
   Psalm 124:1-8 
   Proverbs 16:24 

   1 Kings 2:1-3:2 
   Acts 5:1-42 
   Psalm 125:1-5 
   Proverbs 16:25 

   1 Kings 3:3-4:34 
   Acts 6:1-15 
   Psalm 126:1-6 
   Proverbs 16:26-27 

June 9 June 10 June 11 June 12 

   1 Kings 5:1-6:38 
   Acts 7:1-29 
   Psalm 127:1-5 
   Proverbs 16:28-30 

   1 Kings 7:1-50 
   Acts 7:30-50 
   Psalm 128:1-6 
   Proverbs 16:31-33 

   1 Kings 8:1-66 
   Acts 7:51-8:13 
   Psalm 129:1-8 
   Proverbs 17:1 

   1 Kings 9:1-10:29 
   Acts 8:14-40 
   Psalm 130:1-8 
   Proverbs 17:2-3 

June 13 June 14 June 15 June 16 

   1 Kings 11:1-12:19 
   Acts 9:1-25 
   Psalm 131:1-3 
   Proverbs 17:4-5 

   1 Kings 12:20-13:34 
   Acts 9:26-43 
   Psalm 132:1-18 
   Proverbs 17:6 

   1 Kings 14:1-15:24 
   Acts 10:1-23 
   Psalm 133:1-3 
   Proverbs 17:7-8 

   1 Kings 15:25-17:24 
   Acts 10:24-48 
   Psalm 134:1-3 
   Proverbs 17:9-11 

June 17 June 18 June 19 June 20 

   1 Kings 18:1-46 
   Acts 11:1-30 
   Psalm 135:1-21 
   Proverbs 17:12-13 

   1 Kings 19:1-21 
   Acts 12:1-23 
   Psalm 136:1-26 
   Proverbs 17:14-15 

   1 Kings 20:1-21:29 
   Acts 12:24-13:15 
   Psalm 137:1-9 
   Proverbs 17:16 

   1 Kings 22:1-53 
   Acts 13:16-41 
   Psalm 138:1-8 
   Proverbs 17:17-18 

June 21 June 22 June 23 June 24 

   2 Kings 1:1-2:25 
   Acts 13:42-14:7 
   Psalm 139:1-24 
   Proverbs 17:19-21 

   2 Kings 3:1-4:17 
   Acts 14:8-28 
   Psalm 140:1-13 
   Proverbs 17:22 

   2 Kings 4:18-5:27 
   Acts 15:1-35 
   Psalm 141:1-10 
   Proverbs 17:23 

   2 Kings 6:1-7:20 
   Acts 15:36-16:15 
   Psalm 142:1-7 
   Proverbs 17:24-25 

June 25 June 26 June 27 June 28 

   2 Kings 8:1-9:13 
   Acts 16:16-40 
   Psalm 143:1-12 
   Proverbs 17:26 

   2 Kings 9:14-10:31 
   Acts 17:1-34 
   Psalm 144:1-15 
   Proverbs 17:27-28 

   2 Kings 10:32-12:21 
   Acts 18:1-22 
   Psalm 145:1-21 
   Proverbs 18:1 

   2 Kings 13:1-14:29 
   Acts 18:23-19:12 
   Psalm 146:1-10 
   Proverbs 18:2-3 

June 29 June 30     

   2 Kings 15:1-16:20 
   Acts 19:13-41 
   Psalm 147:1-20 
   Proverbs 18:4-5 

   2 Kings 17:1-18:12 
   Acts 20:1-38 
   Psalm 148:1-14 
   Proverbs 18:6-7 

    



 

The Bible Study Dropout Approach  

 

Like many of my fellow Redeemer members, I sincerely want to gain a greater understanding of the nature 

of God and my Christian faith. But I have a confession to make: I’ve never read all 66 books of the Bible. I 

am a serial Bible study dropout. At first, I was afraid to go to a Bible study (everyone would see that I didn’t 

know much about the Bible, even if that is the purpose of a Bible study). At home, I have the student study 

Bible, which has several reading programs. Countless times I have begun with the best of intentions and 

stopped when I became overwhelmed or confused — or both. I joined Pastor Kessinger’s weekly overview 

of the Bible, which I enjoyed, but again I dropped out. I fell behind on the readings and I felt guilty.  

Now we have the “One Year Bible” program.  

In January, I enthusiastically signed on to the program. Since then, I have read the Bible using three different 

methods (I kept getting behind). At first, I followed the bulletin readings; then I bought the “One Year Bible” 

for my Kindle; and finally, I bought a new Lutheran Study Bible and am reading in large chunks rather than 

the daily readings. And some of the difficulties that I have encountered — long lists of complicated names, 

the horrible way people treat each other, the vicious nature of conquest, the practices and sacrifices that make 

no sense today — have enticed me to stop reading…and I have. But I continue to pick up my Bible, read, 

and discuss what I’ve read in my monthly group meeting.  

As a result, I have gained greater insights into the nature of God. What does it mean that God became hu-

man? Why does God use people the way they are and not the way they ought to be? How can we explain or 

deal with the fact that difficult and painful things happen to good people? Why doesn’t God act to make sure 

everyone gets exactly what they deserve? How does God work in the world? These, and many others, are 

questions that I have asked for years.  

We are almost halfway through 2019 — but there is never a bad time to start reading the Bible. I encourage 

everyone to start reading along with the most recent text lists in the bulletin. It really doesn’t matter if you 

started and stopped, or never started. Skim or skip the long lists of names. I’ve resigned myself to the fact 

that difficult passages are hard to understand for everyone and I might never understand them. Drop into one 

of our three discussion groups. You will find kindred spirits who will entice you into a lively conversation. 

Like me, you may find that reading the Bible is a worthwhile endeavor, even if you dropout every now and 

then.  

 

Diane Miller 



 

Scarves for N Street 

 

Scarves for N Street:  The prayer shawl committee is making and collecting winter scarves to donate to the 

women in the N Street program.  Everyone is encouraged to get into the creative spirit with knitting or cro-

cheting as  a summer project!  The table in the Crossroad will have "scarf in a bag" kits containing enough 

yarn to make a scarf. Please take a bag and use the yarn for the project.  There will also be a contribution box 

for completed scarf projects or purchased contributions each Sunday in June - September.  For more infor-

mation contact Gretchen Stark 

Youth Haven Camp Needs Our Help! 

 

The Redeemer VBS program will be collecting new pillows, pillowcases and flashlights in support of the 

LSS Youth Haven Camp program for children infected and affected with HIV/AIDS. You can order through 

our Amazon wishlist (http://tinyurl.com/VBScampkits) or bring items to the Crossroads. All donations must 

be ordered by July 14th. Thanks in advance for your help! 

 

The LSS Youth Development & Wellness program has offered Youth Haven Kid Camp since its inception in 

1999. It was the first and only program of its kind--offering a summer camp for children infected or affected 

by HIV/AIDS. The camp continues to this day, offering a safe environment, peer support, and wellness train-

ing every summer. Nestled in Maryland's Catoctin Mountains, trained camp leaders and volunteers mix out-

door play--- through art, games, challenge courses, hiking,swim, yoga, etc.-- with health education and team 

building to create an unforgettable experience. Youth explore fun ways to build healthy relationships and 

wellness habits for years to come. 

 

Camp is free for every youth because of the generous support of donors. You can help sustain this program 

by donating on the LSS website and designating your gift to Youth Wellness. 

 

SERVICE OPPORTUNITY: MEALS FOR HOMESTRETCH CLIENTS 

 

Homestretch (https://homestretchva.org/about-us/) is designed to address the root causes of homelessness for 

each family and reverse it. Clients receive life skills training one evening per month and dinner is provided 

as they come from work and do not get home until well into the evening. Redeemer is providing dinner for 

clients on Wednesday 7/10. The recipe for the main course (squash casserole) and suggestions for side 

dishes to purchase are provided. If you are interested in cooking or purchasing a portion of the meal, 

please email Carol Pribulka pr ibulkas@ver izon.net.  

http://tinyurl.com/VBScampkits
https://homestretchva.org/about-us/
mailto:pribulkas@verizon.net


 

Redeemer's Current Financial Status 

 

In response to requests from members, we are providing you with a more timely update on our year-to-date 

finances. Here is the preliminary summary as of the end of May: 

 

         $450,591  Offerings, Contributions and Other Revenues  

         $501,336  Actual Expenses (Versus Budget of $510,684) 

         -$50,745  Shortfall Year-To-Date as of 5/31/19 

 

Please keep Redeemer in your thoughts and prayers as we enter the summer season and our expenses remain 

constant but gifts and offerings tend to be less. Your continued support of our mission together at Redeemer is 

greatly appreciated. 
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Sun 6/02 8:30a Traditional Worship   NA 
  9:45a Contemporary Worship   NA 
  11:00a Traditional Worship   NA 
  12:00p Preschool BBQ fundraiser  RLC 
  12:00p VBS Meeting   CR 
   
     
Mon         6/03 6:30p Aerobics    CR 
  6:30p MOJO Volleyball   PH 
 
Tue  6/04 8:00a Prayer Time   NA 
  12:00p Rotary    FH 
  6:30p MOJO Volleyball                    PH 
  7:15p Boy Scout Troop 1916  FH 
 
Wed 6/05 8:30a Bible Study   CR 
  9:30a Quilting    PH 
  6:30p MOJO Volleyball   PH 
  7:00p Hadi Meditation   CL 
  7:15p Bible Study   CR 
  8:00p Al-Anon    CL 
 
Thu 6/06 10:30a Prayer Shawl Ministry  LI 
  6:30p MOJO Volleyball   CR 
  7:00P Bell Choir   MSA 
  7:45p Traditional Choir   MSB 
 
Sun 6/09 8:30a Traditional Worship   NA 
  9:45a Contemporary Worship   NA 
  11:00a Traditional Worship   NA 
  12:00p Endowment Fund Meeting  LI 
   
Mon 5/10 6:30p Aerobics    CR 
  6:30p MOJO Volleyball   PH 
  7:30p Congregation Council  CR 
 
Tue 6/11 8:00a Prayer Time   NA 
  12:00p Rotary    FH 
  6:00p Langley Residential   CR 
  6:30p MOJO Volleyball                    PH 
  7:15p Boy Scout Troop 1916  FH 
  7:30p Finance and Administration  LI 
   
Wed 6/12 8:00a Bible Study   CR 
  6:30p MOJO Volleyball   PH 
  7:00p Hadi Meditation   CL 
  7:15p Bible Study   CF 
  8:00p Al-Anon    CL 
 
Thu 6/13 6:30p MOJO Volleyball   CR 
  7:00P Bell Choir   MSA 
  7:45p Traditional Choir   MSB 
 
Sun 6/16 9:00a Traditional Worship   NA 
  10:30a Contemporary Worship   NA 
  12:00p Banner Committee   FH 
  1:00p MOJO Volleyball   PH
   
Mon 6/17 6:00p I Drive Smart   CL 
  6:30p Aerobics    CR 
  6:30p MOJO Volleyball   PH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tue 6/18 8:00a Prayer Time   NA 
  12:00p Rotary    FH
  6:30p MOJO Volleyball                    PH 
  
Wed 6/19 9:30a Quilting 
  6:00p I Drive Smart 
  6:30p MOJO Volleyball   PH 
  7:00p Hadi Meditation   CL 
  7:15p Bible Study   CR 
  8:00p Al-Anon    CL 
 
Thu 6/20 6:00p I Drive Smart   CL 
  6:30p MOJO Volleyball   CR 
  7:00P Bell Choir   MSA 
  7:45p Traditional Choir   MSB 
 
Fri 6/21 6:00p I Drive Smart   CL 
 
Sat 6/22  Youth Works   OS 
    
Sun 6/23  Youth Works   OS 
   Lutherock   OS 
  9:00a Traditional Worship   NA 
  10:30a Contemporary Worship   NA 
  1:00p MOJO Volleyball   PH 
 
   
Mon 6/24  Youth Works   OS 
   Lutherock   OS 
  6:00p I Drive Smart   CL 
  6:30p Aerobics    CR 
  6:30p MOJO Volleyball   PH 
 
Tue 6/25  Youth Works   OS 
   Lutherock   OS 
  8:00a Prayer Time   NA 
  12:00p Rotary    FH 
  6:00p I Drive Smart   CL 
  7:30p Stoneleigh Association  MSA 
 
Wed 6/26  Youth Works   OS 
   Lutherock   OS 
  6:00p I Drive Smart   CL 
  6:30p MOJO Volleyball   PH 
  7:00p Hadi Meditation   CL 
  8:00p Al-Anon    CL 
 
Thu  6/27  Youth Works   OS 
   Lutherock   OS 
  6:00p I Drive Smart   CL 
  6:30p MOJO Volleyball   CR 
  7:00P Bell Choir   MSA 
  7:45p Traditional Choir   MSB 
 
Fri 6/28  Youth Works   OS 
   Lutherock   OS 
  6:00p I Drive Smart   CL 
 
Sat 6/29  Youth Works   OS 
   Lutherock   OS 
 
Sun 6/30 9:00a Traditional Worship   NA 
  10:30a Contemporary Worship   NA 
  1:00p MOJO Volleyball   PH 
 
 
 
 


