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On Easter Monday, April 22, I left for a four-day trip to Puerto Rico in order to attend the 2019 Bishop’s Convocation.  

Bishop William Gohl and pastors from the Delaware-Maryland Synod joined us.  Our purpose in traveling the distance 

was to meet and greet Bishop Idalia Negron and pastors from the Caribbean Synod of the ELCA.  We wanted to hear 

their stories and to support them in their future efforts as they continue to recover from Hurricane Maria. 

 

What did I see?   

As we flew into San Juan you can still see the blue tarp that covers the roofs of homes and businesses that have not been 

repaired since the hurricane swept through the island in September of 2017.  Although we stayed in Old San Juan, we 

spent some of our time at the synod office in Dorado where even more blue tarp was visible.   

 

The synod campus is sizeable, and it is used by Lutheran Social Services of Puerto Rico to house the volunteers who 

come to help them rebuild.  Outside of the main office space there are about four rooms with 16 bunk beds in each room 

complete with mattresses, bathroom facilities and showers.  A kitchen provides opportunities for work teams to be self-

sufficient once on-site.  Based on my personal experiences (when on other mission trips) this set-up would be considered 

luxurious. 

 

We know that before the hurricane hit the islands, Puerto Rico was already in financial crisis.  Because of the hurricane, 

the poverty level of the people has only increased.  Some of the homes in some of the areas we traveled in and around 

Dorado were beyond repair, yet people have no other place to go.  Moving is not always an option.  Yet we saw in the 

faces of the people we met a deep sense of gratitude and hope.  Specifically, the pastors from the area churches were ex-

cited and thankful that pastors from our synod were staying through Sunday to preach in the churches throughout Puerto 

Rico, St. John, St. Croix, and St. Thomas.  

 

Back in Old San Juan we had time to see some of the sites of the city.  We walked more than five miles to see Castillo 

San Felipe del Morro and Castillo San Cristóbal.  We toured Casa Blanca and saw several of the local museums.  And 

in our explorations, we discovered a family-owned chocolate company named Chocobar Cortés that has been in business 

since 1929.  In their restaurant all menu items had chocolate as one of the ingredients.   For the first time in my life I had 

a grilled cheese sandwich where the cheese had been dipped in hot chocolate.  It was delightful.  As we walked around 

the restaurant (that felt like a museum) we learned that at some point in their history the family wrote and published 

books for children that had to do with chocolate (hope you saw that coming).  Letters were posted on the walls from peo-

ple who said they learned how to read because of those books.   

 

On the third floor of the restaurant was a store that had dresses, shirts, swimwear, purses, jewelry, and much more . . . all 

made from recyclable materials.  The one item that was fascinating to me was a blue tote bag.  It was made from the blue 

tarp that covered the roofs after the hurricane.  The straps were made from the emergency reflective tape that workers 

use to be visible and safe.  Unlike the other items in the store, the blue bag came with a message that light can be reflect-

ed during a dark time.   



 

What did I hear?   
From the airport I took a taxi to the hotel and engaged the driver in conversation.  She lived in one of the areas that was 

heavily damaged by the hurricane and was without electricity for fourteen months.  Once the airport was reopened, she 

slept there at night so she could get some water and some relief from the heat.  Unable to work for part of that time she 

is still trying to catch up financially.  For the first few months after the hurricane few people were traveling to Puerto 

Rico for pleasure or for work and the taxi services were not needed.  Other residents described a similar situation.  

Months passed before they had electricity and water.  Communication was poor.  Work was a challenge.  Now everyone 

is catching up. 

 

Hurricane Maria covered the whole island and local rivers rose as high as nine feet.  Due to the unhealthy conditions 

created from flood waters and mold, many people became sick.  By January of 2018 the synod received enough vouch-

ers to replace 250 moldy mattresses with 250 new ones.  Later in the year they had enough funds to purchase more mat-

tresses for the people in their communities.  In addition, the Lutheran Camp had to be rebuilt.  Presiding Bishop Eliza-

beth Eaton visited the synod office soon after the hurricane and she promised them enough money to pay the salaries of 

all pastors for two months.  Many of them had damage to their own homes.  She was able to honor that promise.   

 

Aside from the physical work needed to repair homes, it was clear that the people needed a place to share their stories.  

It was the genesis of Building Puentes, an initiative of our synod and the Delaware-Maryland Synod to build bridges 

with the pastors and congregations in the Caribbean Synod.  Every congregation in Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands 

was affected by Hurricane Maria.  Our meeting was to continue to build a relationship centered on walking with our 

brothers and sisters in Christ the extra mile needed in times of crisis. 

 

Bishop Idalia Negron 
 

 

“BLESSED IS THE ONE WHO KNOWS THAT SHARING A PAIN IS TO DIVIDE IT AND SHARING A JOY IS TO MULTIPLY IT.” 

What does all of this have to do with us?   

In any given year there are many natural disasters that occur that require us to respond.  We have been faithful in our 

giving of financial resources to such organizations as Lutheran Disaster Response.  We have collected items to make 

disaster relief buckets.  We have collected clothing and taken them to affected areas. 

 

Part of the reason that I took this trip was to learn first-hand some of the needs that are still in Puerto Rico knowing full 

well that we will soon enter the hurricane season.  It would be helpful for me to hear from you if you have an interest in 

being part of a disaster relief team.  Some of the questions we would explore together include: 

What does it require for us to form a working team? 

Do we want to travel to Puerto Rico to help rebuild homes? 

What other congregations might we partner with to do this effectively? 

Do we want to form a relationship with one of the congregations in the Caribbean Synod? 

How can we effectively address the needs when other disasters occur? 

How can we best communicate those needs to the members of our congregation? 

 

Liz Holzapfel and I are working together on this and we are open to your ideas and thoughts. 

Liz can be reached at woodapple1@verizon.net. 

I can be reached at psk@redeemermclean.org. 

 

Please be in prayer about the different ways we at Redeemer can be a more active presence when a natural disaster 

strikes.  Your comments will help us shape this ministry. 

 

Yours in Christ – Pastor Sandy Kessinger 
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Prayers in the Sanctuary 

Every Tuesday – 8:00 am 

 

Kerygma Bible Study   | Bible Study on Galatians 

Every Wednesday – 8:00 am  | Wednesday (May 1-22) – 7:15 pm  

 

Wednesday, May 1  Quilting Ministry – 9:30 am (Also on May 15) 

 

Thursday, May 2  Prayer Shawl Ministry – 10:30 am (Also on May 16) 

 

Saturday, May 4  Britepaths Food Drive – 9:00 am (Fellowship Hall) 

 

Sunday, May 5   Confirmation Workshop – 12:15 pm  

    Middle School Youth Group – 1:30 pm  

    High School Mission Trip Planning Meeting – 5:00 pm  

 

Friday, May 17  Lunch with PSK – 11:30 am at StarNut 

    Open Bible Conversation (RSVP on-line or call office) 

 

Saturday, May 18  McLean Day (Redeemer / Lewinsville Park) 

 

Sunday, May 19  Info Meeting for People Visiting Redeemer – 12:15 pm  

    Faith Formation Luncheon – 12:15 pm  

     

Thursday, May 23  Stewardship Meeting – 7 pm  

 

Sunday, May 26  First Communion – 11:00 am  

    Info Meeting for People Visiting Redeemer – 12:15 pm 



 

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer, McLean, VA 

Minutes from the Church Council Meeting of April 8, 2019 

 

Council members present: Mitch Brown, Karen Detweiler (Secretary), Laura Duval (President), Liz Holzap-

fel, Stephanie Hunter, Pastor Kessinger, Matthew Kratz (Vice President), Ellen Kennedy, Florence Ofili-

Toviho, Nathan Paukovits, Annabel Richter (Youth Member), Pastor Erin Swenson-Reinhold, and Rob Wenk. 

Excused: Roberta Pittman. 

 

Opening:  President Laura Duval called the meeting to order at 7:35pm. 

 

Opening devotions: Pastor Kessinger opened with Devotions based upon 2 Corinthians 8:2, Generous Givers. 

Overall, we feel good about what we do within the congregation. Children rave about the programs for fami-

lies. We rally around people who have suffered illness or death. There was a sense that we may not be as 

strong at speaking about our spirit of gratitude and generosity with people. We are not stepping out of our 

comfort zones in giving to God.  We believe that people want to know how they can help and that community 

giving can pull us together as the body of Christ.  

 

Adoption of agenda: The agenda was adopted. 

 

Pastor’s report / Pastor Erin’s report : Pastor Kessinger noted that there were two baptisms as a result of the 

Scouts participation in the 8:30 service. Pastor Kessinger highlighted pastoral actions, including meeting with 

men of the congregation to connect them with each other and doing home visits. She noted that Pastor Erin 

will be supervising Amanda. Pastor Erin highlighted upcoming youth activities, including LutherRock.  

 

Approval of minutes of March 11, 2019 Council meeting (copy attached): President Duval moved and Mat-

thew Kratz seconded. The minutes were approved unanimously.  

 

Executive Committee minutes (copy attached): Council had no comments as items for discussion are included 

in the agenda.  

 

Treasurer’s report (copy attached): Rob Wenk reviewed the Treasurer’s report. He noted that March was a 

strong month, in part due to several IRA Required Minimum Distribution contributions.  The first part of the 

year is a bit heavier on expenses per month, due to snow removal expenses and the deposit for LutherRock. 

 

Rob prepared a pledge analysis report which was discussed.  Ideas included communicating with the congre-

gation the average expenses per month and sending the stewardship letter to all members of the congregation, 

not just contributing members.  

 

 



 

For Council action: 

 New Council members Ellen, Nathan, Liz, and Annabel will provide photographs for the church bulletin 

board.  

 A Strategic planning meeting is still desired but available dates are limited due to church activities and pastors’ 

schedules.   The pastors will suggest some future possible dates.   

 Friday May 3rd at 6 pm, the Women of Council will gather for dinner and fellowship at La Sandia in Tyson’s 

Corner. 

 PSK encouraged all council members to come as able to the services during Holy Week. They are important 

steps from Palm Sunday to Easter. 

Human resources:  

 Sara Nail has been hired as financial coordinator. She is the part-time bookkeeper for Community Lutheran 

Church in Sterling, VA and will retain that position. She will come to our location during workdays and will 

do most of her work for Community from home. Pastor Kessinger has spoken with the pastors at Community, 

who gave strong positive references. We hope to share “best practices” across the two churches.  The church is 

appreciative of the outstanding job that Mickey Skelton has done in the interim.   

 The Afterschool program Board has requested a review of the salary for the Director. Ellen has initiated a mar-

ket analysis and will continue to brief the human resources committee.   

 Rob Wenk noted that two people were elected at the Annual Meeting to the Endowment Committee, which is 

now back to full strength. They will review how earnings and appreciation can be distributed.   The Chair is 

Carol Smith; members include Lorinda Opsahl-Ong, Dave Muchow, and Tammie Koenig. The council unani-

mously approved the committee’s recommendation to make a $2,000 grant to an organization that cares for 

and educates orphaned children in Kenya: The United Orphanage and Academy in Moi’s Kenya. The group 

will meet quarterly with the next meeting in June, and more grants may be proposed thereafter for Council ap-

proval. The Committee would also like to invite a representative from the recipient organization to Sunday ser-

vice and to visit with attendees between services.   

 Rob Wenk reported on long range facilities needs of the church, including overflow parking, a natural play-

ground, a potential columbarium, and classroom renovations. Members of the church have also proposed mak-

ing a gift to the church to provide for the installation of solar panels.  Michael Foster, the architect who did our 

previous design work, met with Rob and Ron Kutscher. The architects have files and documentation on what 

should be allowed under our special use permit and requested that we prepare a narrative of what we need for 

the next 10-15 years. Nate and Rob will work on the initial draft of the statement of needs. 

 The New Connections committee is seeking opportunities to engage with other faith traditions. They also plan 

to put a quarter-page ad in the Falls Church newspaper regarding faith formation and other activities at Re-

deemer. There was also a suggestion to put updated information about Redeemer in McLean Day bags.    

June 2nd will have special music during the 11:00 service, so it will be “Invite a Friend Sunday.” 

 Pastor Erin spoke about all that in happening in faith formation, including a calendar audit to see where God 

fits into our calendars. 

 

New business: 

There was no new business.  

 

Close with prayer: Pastor Kessinger led the Council in the Lord’s Prayer. 

The meeting adjourned at 9:13PM.  

 

Next meeting of Council: May 13, 2019 

Next meeting of Executive Committee: April 30, 2019 



 

We’ve been Invited! 

How to Listen and Receive God’s Invitation to be Good Stewards 

Well done, good and faithful servant. – Matthew 25:23a 

 

The Merriam Webster dictionary defines stewardship as “the office, duties, and obligations of a steward.” In 

reading further, it offers a second definition: “The conducting, supervising, or managing of something – espe-

cially the careful and responsible management of something entrusted to one’s care.” I particularly like that 

line: the careful and responsible management of something entrusted to one’s care.  

 

As members of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, we believe that God calls and invites all of us to 

serve and love our neighbor by caring and managing the gifts and resources that God has entrusted to us. How 

do we do this? How do we faithfully steward the gifts the God has freely and graciously given us?  

When people hear the word, stewardship, many people automatically think about our financial response to 

God’s love, but stewardship encompasses so much more than money. Stewardship is about how we use all that 

God has entrusted to our care — our time, our gifts and our resources — to love God and our neighbors, both 

inside and outside of the church walls and our homes.  

 

One of the outcomes of our last annual meeting was the development of a stewardship team tasked with raising 

awareness of how we, the people of Redeemer Lutheran Church, listen and receive God’s invitations to be 

good stewards of our time, gifts, and resources. As we start this intentional process of reflection and discern-

ment, I ask that you join us in prayer, contemplation, and reflection listening for how God may be inviting you 

to use your time, gifts, and resources to serve God and our neighbors.  

 

Peace and Easter Blessings,  

Pastor Erin Swenson-Reinhold 



 

Youth and Family News 

May Newsletter 
Greetings Redeemer! 

Some great things have been happening at Redeemer. This year the confirmation students have spent time in 

confirmation learning and visiting with our Jewish brothers and sisters. We visited Temple Rodef Shalom in 

February, experienced a Seder meal in March, and when to the Holocaust Museum in April.  On April 7th we 

had a faith practice with the 5th & 6th grade students as we spent time exploring the Bible. We started off Ho-

ly Week with a joint Faith Formation event. The kids had a lot of fun learning about Holy Week and making 

crafts.  

Vacation Bible School and Mission Beyond Our Walls online registration is open! Our preschool class and 

grades 4-6 are filling up fast. There is still plenty of space for youth in Kindergarten through grade 2. Be sure 

to sign-up soon! 

If you are not receiving the youth and family weekly email and would like to please email Amanda at aman-

da@redeemermclean.org. Included each week will be the upcoming events for all youth and family events that 

occur at Redeemer. We hope a weekly email specifically addressed to families will empower our young people 

and families to feel connected and encouraged to build strong families of faith.  

Here is what's coming up in May 2019: 

May 5-Confirmation Workshop 12:15-1:30pm 

            Middle School Youth Group 1:30-2:30pm 

            Minnesota Trip Dinner 5:00-7:00pm 

May 12-NO Faith Formation (Mother’s Day) 

May 19-Faith Formation Mentor thank you lunch 12:15pm 

May 26-NO Faith Formation (Memorial Day) 

Ongoing-VBS online registration will open, here is the link https://goo.gl/forms/3JXmLgC1NtwjH9A53 

Vacation Bible School is July 22-26 from 9:30-12:30pm for youth in preschool through rising 6th grade. 

Online registration is now open. Our theme this year in to Mars and Beyond. We are adding something new 

this year for our rising 4th to 6th graders.  

They will have the opportunity to take the VBS mission beyond Redeemer’s walls and engage in service activ-

ities in our local community. Through this hands-on, service-oriented program, Redeemer youth will experi-

ence how God’s power can work within and through them to help those in need. Enrollment will be limited to 

10 youth. Transportation will be provided. 

The cost for preschool through rising 3rd graders is $30 and for rising 4th through 6th graders will be $50. 

If you would like to volunteer, please let Amanda or Pastor Erin know. 

Peace, 

Amanda     and    Pastor Erin 

Director of Youth Ministry        Associate Pastor   

https://goo.gl/forms/3JXmLgC1NtwjH9A53


 

Partner for Surgery thanks you for 20 years of support! 

Twenty years ago, George Evans was Redeemer’s pastor and our son Todd was a Peace Corps volunteer in the 

small village of Paquip, Guatemala.  Todd quickly noticed that during the rainy season (May – October) on 

market days, the women and their children would have to sell their wares while sitting in the mud.  Todd asked 

if Redeemer might fund the concrete needed to pave the market place – and Redeemer quickly raised $900.  

The villagers mixed the concrete, poured it, and voila!, the market place was paved!  Todd also brought seven-

teen of his villagers to the town of Antigua for life changing surgery with volunteer medical teams.  When 

Frank and Linda saw the impact of the opportunity for surgery on these largely forgotten people, Frank quit his 

job with the U.S. Navy and he and Todd founded Partner for Surgery in 2001.  

Starting with the market place, Redeemer has contributed to Partner for surgery amazingly, with many thou-

sands of dollars given through individuals and the church budget, but also in several other ways.  Barbara Hah-

ne and Joyce Giffey took responsibility for creating hundreds of gift bags for children during their week of sur-

gery and recovery.  Redeemer’s sewing group sent dozens of quilts for the babies who suddenly found them-

selves in a colder climate during their stay in Antigua.  Today the gift bags continue with Heidi Stewart in 

charge, donations for toys and toiletries, etc. inside, and lots of help from Joyce Clark and ex Redeemer mem-

bers Corinne Cramer and Anne Patterson!  Kate Jones heads the Sewing Group and continues to provide PfS 

with dozens of quilts each year – on our current trip, we brought 17 quilts and 75 gift bags!  

Over the last twenty years, Partner for Surgery has brought life changing surgery to approximately 13,000 in-

dividuals and provided over 60,000 with medical care, including cervical cancer screening and a nutrition pro-

gram to ensure that babies born with cleft lip and palate are healthy enough for surgery.  These people are pri-

marily the impoverished rural indigenous people who have no other access to medical care. 

The photos are of the March, 2019 surgical team from The Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia.  Thank you, 

Redeemer, for your tremendous support over twenty years - you have truly been an amazing help in making 

our success possible!  

Frank Peterson, (co Founder with Todd) and Linda Peterson 

Partner for Surgery 



 

STAINED GLASS WINDOW:  WORLD OUTREACH 

 

In the April Tidings we focused on the “Education” window.  This month we are sharing a reflection about the 

tenth and last window: “World Outreach”. 

 

 

 

 

WORLD OUTREACH 

We are God’s people in this local place; but, we have a responsibility to care for the earth and for all of His people, not 

just those in our neighborhood.   

The bush reminds us of Jesus’ words in John 15:5:  I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in 

them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing.   

We are inspired by the Holy Spirit, represented by the dove, to go out into the world to share God’s love with the great-

est number of people. We must be willing to open our eyes to the needs of all of God’s people.   

When Jesus was speaking with His disciples during their time in Jerusalem before He was crucified, He spoke of the 

judgment that will happen at the time of His Second Coming: 

Then the king will say to those at his right hand, “Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom 

prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you 

gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was 

sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.”  Then the righteous will answer him, “Lord, 

when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink?  And when 

was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing?  And when was it that we 

saw you sick or in prison and visited you?”  And the king will answer them, “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to 

one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.”  (Matthew 25: 34-40) 

Some of the ways in which Redeemer’s people are reaching out to the world:  mission trips, gifts for children in orphan-

ages, financial contributions for a bakery in Syria and for a seminary in Russia, support of a medical clinic in Guatemala, 

quilts and financial contributions to Lutheran World Relief, financial contributions to the national church for disaster and 

hunger relief and to other national and international organizations.   

We are Easter people ready to serve the world in the name of Christ. 



 

“Bible Talk” at Redeemer in May 

 

We’re at the “1/3 mark” of 2019 and of our goal to read the Bible in a year.  You’re encouraged to continue 

reading the Bible at your own pace.  No matter where you are in your readings (or if you would just enjoy the 

conversation), please join us for small-group discussion opportunities in May as your schedule permits.  

 

Adult Talk and Walk – Tuesdays in May (7, 14, 21, 28) from 9:00-10:30 a.m. – meet Nancy Power 

(npower6803@verizon.net) in the Redeemer Crossroads for a walk to StarNut.   

Adult Talk and Eat – Fri., May 17, Lunch with PSK – 11:30 am at StarNut 

Adult Just Talk – Sun., May 5, 9:45-10:45 a.m.:  contact Diane Liesman (dliesman@verizon.net) or Diane 

Miller (pdimill@aol.com) for more information and to express interest (or just show up in the Prayer 

and Care Room) 

  

You do not need to register your interest ahead of time to join the Adult Talk and Walk or the Adult Just 

Talk.   

 

A reading list giving sections of the Old Testament and the New Testament plus verses from Psalms and Prov-

erbs are posted each Monday on the home page of Redeemer’s website under Bible Talk.  There is also a link 

there giving the readings for the full year.  Readings for the week are also included in each Sunday’s an-

nouncements insert.  Information for May is given below.  

 

What are some of the topics in the sections for May? 

 Judges 13-21:  the Song of Deborah; Gideon’s call, victory, and idolatry; parable of the trees; Jephthah and 

his daughter; Samson’s defeat of the Philistines; Samson and Delilah; Benjamites saved from extinction 

 Ruth:  Naomi and her Moabite daughters-in-law; marriage of Boaz and Ruth; genealogy of David 

 1 Samuel:  Samuel’s birth and dedication; Hannah’s prayer; Samuel’s calling and prophetic activity; death 

of Eli; the ark captured and returned; Samuel as judge; Israel demands a king and the Lord agrees; Saul 

becomes king; Saul’s son Jonathan ransomed from death; Saul rejected as king; David anointed as king; 

David and Goliath; David and Jonathan; attacks of Saul on David’s life; David spares Saul’s life; death of 

Saul and his sons 

 2 Samuel 1-17:  David mourns for Saul and Jonathan; David made king of all Israel; Jerusalem made capi-

tal of the United Kingdom; God’s covenant with David; more of David’s wars; David and Bathsheba; Na-

than condemns David; birth of Solomon; Amnon and Tamar; David and Absalom 

 John 1-19:  first disciples of Jesus; wedding at Cana; Nicodemus; Samaritan woman; feeding the five thou-

sand; bread from heaven; Jesus as the light of the world; Jesus and Abraham; healing of man born blind; 

Jesus the Good Shepherd; death and resurrection of Lazarus; Mary anoints Jesus; Jesus’ entry into Jerusa-

lem; Jesus washes disciples’ feet; Jesus foretells his betrayal and Peter’s denial; promise of the Holy Spirit; 

Jesus prays for His disciples; betrayal and arrest of Jesus; crucifixion and death of Jesus 

 

 

mailto:npower6803@verizon.net
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 “Bible Talk” Readings for May 2019 

May 1 May 2 May 3 May 4 

    Judges 13:1-14:20 

    John 1:29-51 

    Psalm 102:1-28 

    Proverbs 14:15-16 

    Judges 15:1-16:31 

    John 2:1-25 

    Psalm 103:1-22 

    Proverbs 14:17-19 

    Judges 17:1-18:31 

    John 3:1-21 

    Psalm 104:1-24 

    Proverbs 14:20-21 

    Judges 19:1-20:48 

    John 3:22-4:3 

    Psalm 104:24-35 

    Proverbs 14:22-23 

May 5 May 6 May 7 May 8 

    Judges 21:1-Ruth 

1:22 

    John 4:4-42 

    Psalm 105:1-15 

    Proverbs 14:25 

    Ruth 2:1-4:22 

    John 4:43-54 

    Psalm 105:16-36 

    Proverbs 14:26-27 

    1 Samuel 1:1-2:21 

    John 5:1-23 

    Psalm 105:37-45 

    Proverbs 14:28-29 

    1 Samuel 2:22-4:22 

    John 5:24-47 

    Psalm 106:1-12 

    Proverbs 14:30-31 

May 9 May 10 May 11 May 12 

    1 Samuel 5:1-7:17 

    John 6:1-21 

    Psalm 106:13-31 

    Proverbs 14:32-33 

    1 Samuel 8:1-9:27 

    John 6:22-42 

    Psalm 106:32-48 

    Proverbs 14:34-35 

    1 Samuel 10:1-11:15 

    John 6:43-71 

    Psalm 107:1-43 

    Proverbs 15:1-3 

    1 Samuel 12:1-13:23 

    John 7:1-30 

    Psalm 108:1-13 

    Proverbs 15:4 

May 13 May 14 May 15 May 16 

    1 Samuel 14:1-52 

    John 7:31-53 

    Psalm 109:1-31 

    Proverbs 15:5-7 

    1 Samuel 15:1-16:23 

    John 8:1-20 

    Psalm 110:1-7 

    Proverbs 15:8-10 

    1 Samuel 17:1-18:4 

    John 8:21-30 

    Psalm 111:1-10 

    Proverbs 15:11 

    1 Samuel 18:5-19:24 

    John 8:31-59 

    Psalm 112:1-10 

    Proverbs 15:12-14 

May 17 May 18 May 19 May 20 

    1 Samuel 20:1-21:15 

    John 9:1-41 

    Psalm 113:1-114:8 

    Proverbs 15:15-17 

    1 Samuel 22:1-23:29 

    John 10:1-21 

    Psalm 115:1-18 

    Proverbs 15:18-19 

    1 Samuel 24:1-25:44 

    John 10:22-42 

    Psalm 116:1-19 

    Proverbs 15:20-21 

    1 Samuel 26:1-28:25 

    John 11:1-54 

    Psalm 117:1-2 

    Proverbs 15:22-23 

May 21 May 22 May 23 May 24 

    1 Samuel 29:1-31:13 

    John 11:55-12:19 

    Psalm 118:1-18 

    Proverbs 15:24-26 

    2 Samuel 1:1-2:11 

    John 12:20-50 

    Psalm 118:19-29 

    Proverbs 15:27-28 

    2 Samuel 2:12-3:39 

    John 13:1-30 

    Psalm 119:1-16 

    Proverbs 15:29-30 

    2 Samuel 4:1-6:23 

    John 13:31-14:14 

    Psalm 119:17-32 

    Proverbs 15:31-32 

May 25 May 26 May 27 May 28 

    2 Samuel 7:1-8:18 

    John 14:15-31 

    Psalm 119:33-48 

    Proverbs 15:33 

    2 Samuel 9:1-11:27 

    John 15:1-27 

    Psalm 119:49-64 

    Proverbs 16:1-3 

    2 Samuel 12:1-31 

    John 16:1-33 

    Psalm 119:65-80 

    Proverbs 16:4-5 

    2 Samuel 13:1-39 

    John 17:1-26 

    Psalm 119:81-96 

    Proverbs 16:6-7 

May 29 May 30 May 31   

    2 Samuel 14:1-15:22 

    John 18:1-24 

    Psalm 119:97-112 

    Proverbs 16:8-9 

    2 Samuel 15:23-16:23 

    John 18:25-19:22 

    Psalm 119:113-128 

    Proverbs 16:10-11 

    2 Samuel 17:1-29 

    John 19:23-42 

    Psalm 119:129-152 

    Proverbs 16:12-13 

  



 

Bible Talk Reflection 
 

I jumped at the idea to participate in Redeemer's Bible reading in a year challenge and gladly commenced the 

challenge with my family.  Had I started by myself, I would have dropped out.  As of today, my family has not 

missed one day of Bible reading and discussion.  We are learning about God and Jesus.  So far, my daughter 

wonders how come Jesus responds to questions in parables and provides the explanations to his disciples; 

heals the sick and tells them not to tell anyone else.  My son comprehends that the woman that 

poured perfume on Jesus has been or will be known by all Bible readers for blessing Jesus; he likes the mes-

sages in Proverbs.      

  

My husband observed how Moses was overwhelmed (obediently leading the Israelite for many, many years).  

And, just because of his one disobedience, God punished Moses to the extent that he did not make it to the 

Promised Land.  My husband references this in advising our children to be careful in everything they do, to try 

as much as possible to follow directions through and through.   

  

I believe that the key message in our readings has been "relationship".  Reading the Bible with my family has 

minimized my overtime work hours such that I rush back home to study the Bible and relate with my fami-

ly.  When an unknown sinful woman related with Jesus by pouring expensive perfume on Jesus, Jesus said to 

the opposing disciples "she has done a beautiful thing to me'.  When Mary related with Jesus by sitting at the 

Lord's feet listening to what he said, Jesus said to Martha, the opposing sister who chose to be busy with stuff, 

"Mary has chosen what is better, and it will not be taken away from her".  From PSK's gospel message on the 

Parable of the Lost Son in the Gospel of Luke, I noted that the basis for forgiveness and reconciliation 

is relationship.  In the story, the man replied to his other son who questioned why his father did not throw a 

party for him for being an obedient son, saying "you are always with me, and everything I have is yours".  I 

pray to relate well enough with my family. 

  

Florence Ofili-Toviho 
 



 

NEW SERVICE OPPORTUNITY: MEALS FOR HOMESTRETCH CLIENTS 

Homestretch (https://homestretchva.org/about-us/) is designed to address the root causes of homelessness for 

each family and reverse it. Many clients come to the program fleeing from domestic abuse and trapped in the 

cycle of poverty. All clients have children under the age of 18. Homestretch is one of the few programs in 

the country with the comprehensive services to gather each family, address each dynamic, and enable perma-

nent change. Homestretch families are able to achieve transformational change because they have, perhaps 

for the first time, the chance to address every problem in their lives with sufficient support to make swift and 

lasting progress 

. 

Each Monday, parents and their children come to the Homestretch building in the evening for ESL class, ac-

ademic tutoring, and to participate in a financial literary support group. They come from work and school 

around dinner time and do not get home until well into the evening. Most importantly, many clients struggle 

with food insecurity.  

 

Redeemer is signed up to provide dinner for clients on Monday 6/10. Each meal will require 15 servings of a 

vegetarian entrée (2 volunteers to make 8 servings each), a side dish (1 volunteer) and 1 bottle of water per 

client (1 volunteer). Meals must be free of peanut and gelatin products and ready to serve in disposable con-

tainers. I will provide menus and recipes (although suggestions are welcome) and can pick up meals at Re-

deemer if you aren’t able to deliver to the site before 5 pm: 303 South Maple Avenue Falls Church VA, 

22046 Suite 400. 

 

If you are interested, please email me with the date, dish and your delivery preference at Carol Pribulka 

pribulkas@verizon.net.  
 

McLean Day 2019 (May 18th)!!! 
 

 Come out to help at Redeemer’s park booth, or at the church “Welcome Table” handing out bottled water 

for McLean Day visitors parking and using the shuttle bus service from the church.  Looking for volunteers 

to take roughly 2-hour shifts to share the fun and friendship of the McLean community’s big day…..a very 

good “Community Service” opportunity for students and adults alike.  To sign up or have any questions:  

 

Contact Mark Cronin -- (703) 328-6797///mlm.cronin@gmail.com///lingering in church narthex on Sunday 

mornings 

Redeemer's Current Financial Status 

 

In response to requests from members, we are providing you with a more timely update on our year-to-date 

finances. Here is the preliminary summary as of the end of April: 

         $345,518  Offerings, Contributions and Other Revenues  

         $407,579  Actual Expenses (Versus Budget of $408,547) 

         -$62,061  Shortfall Year-To-Date as of 4/30/19 

 

Church operating expenses tend to be a bit higher in the first quarter of the year (heating, snow removal, mis-

sion trip deposits, etc.). Your continued support of our mission together at Redeemer is greatly appreciated. 

https://homestretchva.org/about-us/
mailto:pribulkas@verizon.net


 

Here is Your April Ham Report. 

 

On April 4, Laura Wareham delivered 3 boxes of ham weighing 105 pounds to Martha's Table from the Fairfax 

HoneyBaked Ham store. 

 

On April 11, Gordon Jones delivered 8 boxes of ham weighing 280 pounds; 3 boxes went to Martha's Table 

and 5 boxes went to ThriveDC. Both Fairfax and Falls Church HoneyBaked Ham stores contributed. 

 

On April 18, Bob Hahne and Nancy Power delivered 5 boxes of ham weighing 175 pounds to ThriveDC from 

the Falls Church store.  

 

On April 25, Roberta Pittman delivered 7 boxes of ham weighing 215 pounds to ThriveDC from the Fairfax 

and Falls Church stores. 

 

On April 25 Ralph Dutrow delivered 2 boxes of ham weighing 70 pounds to the First Baptist Church of Manas-

sas from the Reston store. 

 

So April's ham delivery total comes to 845 pounds. Our breakdown for the month is ThriveDC, 565 pounds; 

Martha's Table, 210 pounds and the First Baptist Church of Manassas, 70 pounds. 

 

So far in 2019, we have delivered a total of 3,190 pounds of ham. Our year to date breakdown is as follows: 

DC Central Kitchen, 1,015 pounds; ThriveDC, 945 pounds; 

Martha's Table, 665 pounds; MANNA, 315 pounds;  

N Street Village, 110 pounds; the First Baptist Church of Manassas, 105 pounds and the Father McKenna Cen-

ter, 35 pounds. All weights are approximate.  

 

If anyone is interested in joining our excellent crew of ham runners, please contact Rick Stewart for more in-

formation at: 

                       ricstew2002@yahoo.com 

Thanks to all of our hard working ham runners for making April a great month! 

mailto:ricstew2002@yahoo.com


 

John Gonda 5/1 

Les Pilkinton 5/1 

Elsbeth Aga 5/2 

Michelle Klanderman 5/2 

Kathryn Lea 5/2 

Julia Melby 5/2 

Soren Odegard 5/2 

Elisabeth Hutchinson 5/4 

Janet Rehnquist 5/4 

Mary Aycock 5/5 

Paul Leaptrot 5/5 

Isabelle Schellenger 5/5 

Orville Schumacher 5/5 

James Kelley 5/6 

Porter Kight 5/6 

Ava Nastelli 5/6 

Leila Williams 5/6 

Braxton Butler 5/7 

Dempsey Butler 5/7 

Cathrine Hutchinson 5/7 

John Cackler 5/8 

Nancy Gutzler 5/8 

Chee Lee Leong 5/8 

Katharine Brown 5/9 

Linda Dempsey 5/9 

Steve Gunderson 5/10 

Barbara Jacoby 5/10 

Jeffrey Barnett 5/11 

Joseph Linthicum 5/11 

Judith Corbett 5/12 

Caitlynn Gibson 5/12 

Jared Hahne 5/12 

Jacob Romhilt 5/12 

Rachel Cackler 5/13 

Kailen Jordan 5/13 

Susan Posey 5/13 

James DeGrafft 5/14 

Julia Gutzler 5/14 

Camryn Leadbetter 5/14 

Jane Chambers 5/15 

Savannah Hendricks 5/15 

Avery Richardson 5/15 

Brayden Stoll 5/15 

Easton McCollough 5/16 

Rachel McCollough 5/16 

Andrew Tyeryar 5/16 

Nolan Bader 5/17 

Christina Kuhn 5/17 

Marcus Leary 5/17 

Geoffrey Lea 5/18 

Sara Mueller 5/18 

Matthew Muhlenberg 5/18 

Kristin Sargent 5/19 

Caroline Swarm 5/19 

Elizabeth Swarm 5/19 

Simran Van Scoyoc 5/19 

Kimberly Wenk 5/19 

Carlyle Bruemmer 5/20 

William Goodman 5/20 

Colton Budnyk 5/21 

Clara Detweiler 5/21 

Noelle Frisbie 5/21 

Jane Jarvis 5/21 

Meg Kuhagen 5/21 

Greta Lawler 5/21 

Matthew Reichenbach 5/21 

Randall Wilson 5/21 

Steven Englund 5/22 

Sophia Jeffress 5/22 

Edward Regan 5/22 

William Swarm 5/22 

Lisa Rode 5/23 

Richard Stark 5/23 

Charlotte Leonard 5/24 

Paul Melby 5/24 

Ginger Hunter 5/25 

Tracy Moreno 5/25 

Heather Scott 5/25 

Alex Skotzko 5/25 

Nikolai Dettman 5/26 

Anne Darr 5/27 

Lorinda Opsahl-Ong 5/27 

Brian Kuhagen 5/28 

James Kuhagen 5/28 

Ronnie Lancaster 5/28 

Stephanie Manitius 5/28 

Caleb Brown 5/29 

Joseph Cackler 5/29 

Anna Sargent 5/29 

Catherine Skochko 5/29 

Leslie Crane 5/30 

Xavier Garcia (Parrish) 5/30 

Doris Johnson 5/30 

Marcia Leimkuhler 5/30 

Tom Kramlik 5/31 

Megan Markwart 5/31 



 

Wed 5/01 8:00a Bible Study   CR 
  8:30a Quilting Group   FH 
  6:30p MOJO Volleyball   PH 
  7:00p Hadi Meditation   CL 
  7:15p Bible Study   CR 
  8:00p Al-Anon    CL 
 
Thu 5/02 10:30a Prayer Shawl Ministry  LI 
  6:30p MOJO Volleyball   CR 
  7:00P Bell Choir   MSA 
  7:45p Traditional Choir   MSB 
 
Sat 5/04 9:00a Pre-Assembly Meeting  CF 
  9:00a Brite Paths Food Drive  PH 
 
Sun 5/05 8:30a Traditional Worship   NA 
  9:45a Contemporary Worship   NA 
  11:00a Traditional Worship   NA 
  12:15p Confirmation Workshop  FH 
  1:00p MOJO Volleyball   PH 
  1:30p Middle School Youth Group  FH 
     
Mon         5/06 6:30p Aerobics    CR 
  6:30p MOJO Volleyball   PH 
 
Tue  5/07 8:00a Prayer Time   NA 
  12:00p Rotary    FH 
  6:30p MOJO Volleyball                    PH 
  7:15p Boy Scout Troop 1916  FH 
 
Wed 5/08 8:30a Bible Study   CR 
  6:30p MOJO Volleyball   PH 
  7:00p Hadi Meditation   CL 
  7:15p Bible Study   CR 
  8:00p Al-Anon    CL 
 
Thu 5/09 6:30p MOJO Volleyball   CR 
  7:00P Bell Choir   MSA 
  7:45p Traditional Choir   MSB 
 
Sat 5/11 8:00a McLean HS Car Wash  RLC 
 
Sun 5/12 8:30a Traditional Worship   NA 
  9:45a Contemporary Worship   NA 
  11:00a Traditional Worship   NA 
   
Mon 5/13 6:30p Aerobics    CR 
  6:30p MOJO Volleyball   PH 
  7:30p Congregation Council  CR 
 
Tue 5/14 8:00a Prayer Time   NA 
  12:00p Rotary    FH 
  6:00p Langley Residential   CR 
  6:30p MOJO Volleyball                    PH 
  7:15p Boy Scout Troop 1916  FH 
  7:30p Finance and Administration  LI 
   
Wed 5/15 8:00a Bible Study   CR 
  9:00a SCC Meeting   CF 
  9:30a Quilting    FH 
  6:30p MOJO Volleyball   PH 
  7:00p Hadi Meditation   CL 
  7:15p Bible Study   CF 
  8:00p Al-Anon    CL 
 
 
 

Thu 5/16 10:30a Prayer Shawl Ministry  LI 
  6:30p MOJO Volleyball   CR 
  7:00P Bell Choir   MSA 
  7:45p Traditional Choir   MSB 
 
Sat 5/18 9:00a McLean Day   OS 
 
Sun 5/19 8:00a Traditional Worship   NA 
  9:30a Contemporary Worship   NA 
  11:00a Traditional Worship   NA 
  12:15p Faith Formation  Thank You Lunch FH 
  2:00p Redeemer Renaissance Recital  NA 
   
Mon 5/20 1:30p Women of the ELCA  LI 
  6:30p Aerobics    CR 
  6:30p MOJO Volleyball   PH 
 
 
Tue 5/21 8:00a Prayer Time   NA 
  12:00p Rotary    FH
  6:30p MOJO Volleyball                    PH 
  7:15p Boy Scout Troop 1916  FH 
  7:15p Boy Scout Board of Review  CL 
 
Wed 5/22 8:00a Bible Study   CR 
  6:30p MOJO Volleyball   PH 
  7:00p Hadi Meditation   CL 
  7:15p Bible Study   CR 
  8:00p Al-Anon    CL 
 
Thu 5/23 6:30p MOJO Volleyball   CR 
  7:00P Bell Choir   MSA 
  7:00p Stewardship Meeting  LI 
  7:45p Traditional Choir   MSB 
 
Sat 5/25 4:00p Lawrence Wedding   NA 
 
Sun 5/26 8:30a Traditional Worship   NA 
  9:45a Contemporary Worship   NA 
  11:00a Traditional Worship   NA 
   
Mon 5/27 6:30p Aerobics    CR 
  6:30p MOJO Volleyball   PH 
 
Tue 5/28 8:00a Prayer Time   NA 
  12:00p Rotary    FH 
  7:15p Boy Scout Troop 1916  FH 
  7:30p Stoneleigh Association  MSA 
 
Wed 5/29 8:00a Bible Study   CR 
  6:30p MOJO Volleyball   PH 
  7:00p Hadi Meditation   CL 
  8:00p Al-Anon    CL 
 
Thu  5/30 6:30p MOJO Volleyball   CR 
  7:00P Bell Choir   MSA 
  7:45p Traditional Choir   MSB 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


