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A MESSAGE FROM
PASTOR SANDY KESSINGER
Last month I did not have any plans to travel overseas but within a three-week time period I was boarding
Turkish Airlines and heading to Tel Aviv. It was a whirlwind of a trip but a memorable one for me and my
daughters. Even as our original flights were canceled, we learned how to be flexible and how to think and respond quickly to challenges that were clearly out of our control. We worked well as a team and as a result we
arrived safely, we saw many of the holy sites in and around Jerusalem, we learned about the culture and traditions of the Israeli people, and we spent our evenings eating our meals at the best-rated restaurants.
It was amazing to be in Israel just a couple weeks before Holy Week. I gained a new perspective on the proximity of the different places we read about in Scripture. It did not take us long to travel from one site to the
next since Israel is not much larger than the state of New Jersey. As we climbed the steps of Old Jerusalem it
was easy to imagine our Lord following a similar path. Each site was a place of veneration for Christians,
Jews, and/or Muslims but nothing compared to the Church of the Holy Sepulcher which, according to tradition, is the site of Christ’s crucifixion and where it is said he was buried and rose again from the tomb. In that
same area different gates led you into the different religious traditions and into the different marketplaces. We
could walk around freely from each of these sections but some places were off-limits. Those sites were protected by armed guards.
Outside the city gates, in the Mount of Olives and the Garden of Gethsemane, we saw a stunning view of Jerusalem that highlights the bright gold dome of the Temple Mount. Temple Mount is a holy site for both Jews
and Muslims. For the Jews it is said to be the place where Abraham demonstrated his devotion to God by taking his son, Isaac, to be sacrificed. It is also said to be the location of the historic Jewish temple, one built by
Solomon and then rebuilt around the 6th century BCE. For the Muslims it is the site of Muhammad’s ascent
into heaven and is considered the third holiest site in Islam.
We were not permitted to enter the area because it was a time of prayer for the Muslims. Jews traditionally
will not enter the Temple Mount for fear of treading on holy ground. The Western Wall (the last of the retaining wall of the Temple Mount) is the closest to the temple that Jews are traditionally permitted to go for their
time of prayer. We visited the wall on the day when the young Jewish boys celebrated their Bar Mitzvah.
With a white canopy over their heads, the boys joined their friends and family and marched to the wall with
loud music and lots of singing. The men continued to their place of honor on the one side of the wall where
the ceremony would take place as the women covered their heads and walked around a barrier so that they
could climb on chairs and tables to watch the event unfold from a distance. This was clearly a time and place
where we recognized how deeply the people respected and honored their traditions.

Our trip to the different cities around the Sea of Galilee was much more serene. As we stood on the shores of
the sea, we could envision our Lord sitting in the midst of the crowds as he taught them and healed them. In
Nazareth, different countries from around the world displayed their artistic renderings of Mary, the Mother of
Our Lord. We were especially intrigued with the statue of Mary that showed her stepping on the head of the
serpent. Joseph had a place to call his own as excavations uncovered the home of a carpenter. Couples throng
the church in Cana to renew their wedding vows. The site where the transfiguration was to have taken place is
set off in the distance on the highest hill. At the River Jordan hundreds of people put on white robes to be
baptized in its waters. In Capernaum, a statue of Peter stood tall as he held a shepherd’s staff in one hand and
the keys of the kingdom in the others. And in the same location there were remnants of the house of his mother-in-law and many more artifacts that gave us a real sense of what it takes to discover and restore the history
of these people.
We walked the streets of Tel Aviv and Joppa. For most of the day we walked around the cities without a
guide and discovered things on our own. But later in the day we joined a walking tour of Joppa and learned
about this important seaport to Jerusalem. At the encouragement of her audience, our guide went off script
and shared some of her thoughts about the Israeli people. She talked about the measures they take to prepare
and protect themselves. Walls and barriers have been built to keep their enemies out and it is mandatory for
both men and women to serve in the military at the age of eighteen. As soon as they graduate from high
school they are enlisted into service. The men serve for three years and the women for two years. After that
they can return home or enter college but they remain on the reserved list and can be called back to active duty
at any time. The people desire and pray for peace while they stay alert and prepared.
The significance of visiting the holy sites will come through in my sermons for a while. Every time I open my
Bible images come back to me, and I rejoice that I had this opportunity to travel to this part of the world that
has such significance for our walk of faith. It is pure joy for me to recall the Bible stories and to let my imagination picture the different scenes. But alongside the journey of faith all three of us came home with a better
understanding of the history of the country and what has helped define them as a nation. We saw barriers of
different kinds to separate people but there were plenty of places where there were no walls. It is my hope and
prayer that the people will continue to strive for the peace they say they long for.
It is difficult to put into words all that happened in the span of one week.
I was blessed to have this time with my daughters.
And I am glad to be home!
Yours in Christ –
Pastor Sandy Kessinger

April 1

Easter Sunday (Please note service times)
We worship at 8:00 am, 9:30 am, and 11:00 am

April 4

Overview of the Bible Class – 8:00 am

April 8

Worship times return to …
8:30 am, 9:45 am, and 11:00 am
Young Adult Game Night at Redeemer – 4:00 pm

April 11

Overview of the Bible Class – 8:00 am

April 13

Youth Event for Grades 3 thru 6 – 7:00 pm

April 16

Women of the ELCA – 2:00 pm

April 18

Overview of the Bible Class – 8:00 am

April 22

Confirmation Workshop – 12:15 pm

April 25

Overview of the Bible Class – 8:00 am

April 30
Faith Alive – 10:00 am
__________________________________________________________
Hour of Prayer
Gathering for High School Youth
Growing Deeper with God

Every Tuesday
April 8 and 22
April 9 and 23

8:00 am
5:00 pm
10:00 am

March 12, 2018 Meeting of Congregation Council

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer
In attendance: Matthew Kratz, Laura Duval, Rob Wenk, Dean Graves, Deanna Heier, Gordon Jones, Karen Detweiler, Steve Lancaster, Mitch Brown, Roberta Pittman, Joseph Kratz, Stephanie Hunter, and Deacon Erin
Swenson-Reinhold.
Absent: Pr. Sandy Kessinger, Florence Ofili-Toviho.
Guest: Tom Van Wazer.
Call to order: 7:30 pm
Opening devotions: Deacon Erin led the Council in devotions based on Romans 8:31-39 with the theme
“Nothing can separate us from God’s Love.”
Adoption of agenda: The agenda was agreed upon with Tom Van Wazer’s budget discussion as the opening
topic.
Guest Presenter: Tom Van Wazer, an attorney and accountant, was welcomed to discuss our budget practices.
Dean Graves explained how the budget categories work. We as a council agreed that we could be clearer about
our dependence upon year-end requests and how the categories work in practice.
Pastor’s report / Deacon Erin report / Marlon Yearwood report were distributed by Deacon Erin.
Approval of minutes of February 12, 2018 Council meeting (copy attached). The minutes were approved unanimously.
Treasurer’s report (copy attached)
Executive Committee report: The Executive Committee met as scheduled despite the recent windstorm.
For Council action:
 Lenten activities: Easter Saturday there will be a Vigil Walk (new this year). More information will be
forthcoming. Attendance is good for the Wednesday evening services and some new people are attending.
 Stained glass window update: The installers test-fit the first window. We anticipate dedication on May 20.
PSK will reach out to donor family members to ensure they will be present.
 New Connections update: Florence was unable to attend this evening’s meeting, so this report is deferred to
next month.
 New member photos: Carol needs a photo of each new Council member for the bulletin board. It is also an
opportunity for continuing Council Members to update their photos.
 Discussion of Council priorities for 2018: President Kratz solicited Council ideas and suggestions/
recommendations for priorities and practices.

Dean Graves suggested that Council set aside some time for special topics like this evening’s discussion of
the budget.
 Perhaps having the Committee Chairs or leaders come to a Council meeting would enable dialogue and
emphasize transparency.
 The “Redeemer Listens” practice for discerning needs and issues could be revisited and perhaps done
again.
 Possible community-building activities could include mixers, a men’s group, a trip to the new Bible Museum, and/or a square dance. Faith and Fellowship will be a featured topic at next month’s Council meeting.
Committee Liaison reports:





Social Concerns: Deanna Heier reported on the Refugee program. Our point person for the Good Neighbor Program has moved on. Two other individuals are serving as points of contact for Redeemer.
Youth: Joseph Kratz noted that last night was the Confirmation Seder. About 56 people attended. The
High School group has begun meeting on the second and fourth Sundays of the month.

New business: Roberta Pittman suggested having a workshop to explain how people who are aged 70 1/2 can
designate their required minimum distribution (RMD) from IRAs to go to the church, creating a beneficial effect for the giver and the church. Ideally, one or more people who gave their RMDs to Redeemer could explain
the process.
Council meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer
Next meeting of Council: April 9, 2018
Next meeting of Executive Committee: April 6, 2018

We are Easter People!
Deacon Erin Swenson-Reinhold
He is Risen!
Happy Easter everyone! On April 1st, we will celebrate the Resurrection of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
It will be a wonderful day filled with special music, beautiful flowers, and the joy-filled Good News!
A few weeks ago, I heard a knock at our front door. I opened the door to be greeted by two women inviting
me to the Commemoration of Jesus’ death on March 31 (the day before Easter). While I was pleased to see
people excited to share their faith, I was saddened to hear this group of people were celebrating the death – not
the life – of Jesus Christ.
The reality is that we must go through the cross to get to the resurrection. We cannot escape Jesus’s suffering
but recognize that is part of the larger narrative that helps us understand God’s grace and mercy. We know
that Jesus died on the cross, but this is not the end of the story! The Good News is that Jesus rose from the
dead, and we celebrate His resurrection each and every day! We are called to be Easter people!
He is Risen!
He is Risen indeed!
Amen!!

Parents Night Out
Parents Night Out is back again! On Friday, April 27, from 6:00 pm - 8:30 pm we are offering you at Redeemer, an opportunity to have some free time away from the kids. Please feel free to drop-off your children of all
ages (must be potty trained) and have a beautiful evening out. You deserve it!
Your children, as usual, will be well provided for. We will have snacks available, cheese pizza for dinner, as
well as ice cream sandwiches for dessert.
The gym will be open for "free play" and we will also have the Redeemer moon bounce up and full of air. In
addition, a movie will be shown later in the evening that your children will have the option to watch.
Suggested donation will be $20.00 per family (100% of the proceeds will go towards our youth program at Redeemer and towards summer mission trips, confirmation camps, and the youth gathering).
* If you are in middle or high school and are available to volunteer, please let me know.
Hope to see you there,
Marlon Yearwood (Youth Mentor)

For Men Only!
Lutheran Men in Mission
“Ideas to Impact Your Soul and Ministry to Men”

A streaming event that will bring great speakers to you is being offered to you on April 14th. Watch Live
Streaming of speakers covering topics that relate to men. Watch with your men's group, from your home or
attend in person in Omaha.
No matter where you watch, you need to REGISTER!
http://www.boldgathering.com/
11:00 - Livestream Welcome
11:10 - OUT - Creating community for younger men (Rob Nelson)
11:30 - 5 min break and speaker change
11:35 - OYTL - (Personal testimonies from Omaha men)
11:55 - 5 min break and speaker change
12:00 - PXII - Building communities online and in real life (Jason Adams)
12:20 - 15 min break
12:45 - UP - Identity - Orphan to Slave to Son (Ed Nichols) 1:05p - 5 minute break and speaker change
1:10 - IN - Tips and strategies to effectively take men deeper (John Bustard)
1:30- 5 minute break and speaker change
1:35 - Change Management - why change with your men's ministry is hard (Kyle Pedersen)
1:55 - Livestream Complete
*all times are CST

Social Concerns Ministry
Redeemer Moves Forward With
LSS Good Neighbor Program
Minutes from Planning Meeting. Stephanie Hunter (Redeemer LSS Good Neighbor Pr ogr am Chair )
provided an overview of the program. Redeemer has submitted an application with a six-month commitment
to work with a refugee family, helping them adjust to life in our community. Seven Social Concerns members attended a training session on January 23. The next step is to get background checks for volunteers who
will have extended direct contact with the family that LSS will assign to Redeemer. The family may be assigned within the next couple of months. Volunteers are needed for direct contact (e.g., transportation, mentoring) as well as behind the scenes tasks (e.g., collecting household items, coat drive).
Please contact Stephanie Hunter (sbeckes2001@yahoo.com) to let her know of your willingness to help and
of any talents or expertise you may have. For example, we are looking for volunteers to assist people to learn
English through English as a Second Language or social conversations; tutor children; write resumes; shop
for groceries; and many other common tasks.

Together, We Are Building Lives As Well As Homes.
Habitat for Humanity of NoVA needs volunteers to work on a new home build in Herndon, VA. No construction experience is necessary. Tools provided or bring your own. Must be 16 or older. Friends, neighbors,
and co-workers welcome!
We will work from 8:30 am – 3:30 pm on: Wed., April 25th – in Herndon
Signup at http://tinyurl.com/Habitat-IC. For more information or to get on the mailing list for future builds,
please contact Lynn Barth at 703-346-8012 or at lynnbarth@gmail.com. Carpooling may be available.

Help Area Senior Adults - Become a volunteer for the
Shepherd’s Center Of McLean-Arlington-Falls Church
In the book of John, Chapter 10, verse 11, it says: “I am the good shepherd; the good shepherd lays down His
life for the sheep”. The wonderful volunteers of the Shepherd’s Center are true shepherds to area senior
adults who need help doing things they can no longer do for themselves. The mission of the Shepherd’s
Center is to give senior adults free transportation to medical and therapy appointments, the pharmacy and
grocery store. Not only is the Center recruiting driver volunteers, but volunteers willing to visit shut-ins in
their homes and to make phone calls from time to time to let aging adults know they have not been forgotten.
In many cases, our volunteers are the only contacts some people have with anyone.
No long term commitment is required and you accept to take someone to a medical appointment, make a visit, or call, whenever your schedule permits.
To find out more about the Shepherd’s Center and how you can volunteer to provide transportation and other
services, please call the Center number at (703) 506-2199 or e-mail the Center at info@scmafc.org. The Center’s website is www.scmafc.org.

Social Concerns in the Coming Months


Habitat for Humanity, Apr il 25, 8:30 am – 3:30 pm. Register at http://tinyurl.com/Habitat-IC. Contact:
Lynn Barth, lynnbarth@gmail.com



Quilt Group, 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of each month at Redeemer to make quilts. Contact: Kate Jones,
katerjones@gmail.com



Shawl Ministry, 1st and 3rd Thursdays of each month, 10:30am – Noon, at Redeemer to crochet or knit
shawls and pray. Contact: Betsy Kutscher, betsyk419@gmail.com



SHARE, Shar e’s fur nitur e oper ation is in need of volunteer s to pick up and deliver fur nitur e. Contact: Gene Durman to learn more, ecdurman@aol.com

Save the Dates:




Food Drive for Britepaths & Share: Sor t donations J une 2nd 9:00-11:00am in the Crossroads. Deliveries on Sunday June 3rd. We are looking for a co-coordinator. Contact: Deanna Heier, dmheier@yahoo.com
ELCA Day of Service: September 9th – Redeemer
Rise Against Hunger Mclean Meal Packaging Event: November 3rd – Redeemer Gym

Here is your February Ham Report.
On February 1, Gordon Jones delivered 10 boxes of ham weighing approximately 350 pounds to the DC Central
Kitchen from the Fairfax and Falls Church HoneyBaked Ham stores.
On February 8, Rick Stewart delivered 8 boxes of ham weighing approximately 280 pounds from the Falls
Church and Fairfax stores. Three boxes went to Martha's Table and five boxes to the DC Central Kitchen.
On February 22, Rick Stewart delivered 17 boxes of ham weighing approximately 595 pounds from the Reston
store. Four boxes went to ThriveDC, 4 boxes to CFLS and 9 boxes to Martha's Table.
So for the month, we delivered approximately 1,225 pounds of ham. Pretty good for a short month. Our delivery
breakdown was as follows: DC Central Kitchen, 525 pounds; Martha's Table, 420 pounds; Thrive DC, 140
pounds and Community Family Life Services, 140 pounds. So our annual totals come to: DC Central Kitchen,
1,680 pounds; Martha's Table, 420 pounds; ThriveDC, 140 pounds and CFLS, 245 pounds. Our year-to-date total
is 2,485 pounds of ham.
Should any of our faithful readers like to donate a morning per month and a little bit of gas, please contact me at:
ricstew2002@yahoo.com. We are always looking for new ham runners. Thanks.
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Vickie Myers
Steven Pelak
Sean Angus
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Dakotta Leonard
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Audrey Grau
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Catherine Veum
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Stanley Carroll
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Michael Russo
Shelley Brennan
Andrew Curtis
Amie Frisbie
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Mira Karnik
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Jeffrey Schwartz
Elisabeth Arnoult-Roberts
Brendon Dorgan
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Meredith Lawler
Robert Mentzel
Steven Petersen
Madeleine Rubin
Anna Broderdorf
Emma Broderdorf
Mary Conway
Charlotte Roberts
Susanne Gilbertson
Marilyn Heebner
Patrick Sivertsen
Clay Tyeryar Jr.
Katherine Barnett
Delphine Engel
Steven Kutscher
Helen Pelak
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Nathaniel Beck
John Leonard
Rian Klanderman
Phillip Demske
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Bobby Barnes
Steve Koenig
Jakob Torgrimson
Tyler True
Barbara Tyeryar
Greg Adams
Joan Durman
Jackie Stoll
Troy Balkema
Russell Bruemmer
Isabella Peterson
Jonathan Gorman
Palmer Holman
Jean -Marie Leonard
Nora Mueller
Allen Coker
Paul Sletten
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Katherine Holzapfel
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Robert Clarke
Thomas Conway
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Gaye Walker
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4/29
4/30
4/30
4/30
4/30
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Sun

4/01

8:00a
9:30a
11:00a

Easter
Traditional Worship
Contemporary Worship
Traditional Worship

NA
NA
NA

Mon

4//02

6:30p
6:30p

Aerobics
MOJO Volleyball

CR
PH

Tue

4/03

8:00a
12:00p
5:00p
6:30p
7:15p

Prayer Time
Rotary
Sunshine Academy
MOJO Volleyball
Boy Scout Troop 1916

NA
FH
CL
PH
FH

Wed

4/04

8:00a
9:30a
6:30p
7:00p
8:00p

Bible Study
Quilting Group
MOJO Volleyball
Hadi Meditation
Al-Anon

CR
FH
PH
CL
CF

Thu

4/05

10:30a
5:30p
7:00p
6:30p
7:45p
8:30p

Prayer Shawl Ministry
Teen CBS
Bell Choir
MOJO Volleyball
Traditional Choir
Men’s Basketball

LI
RLC
MSA
PH
MSB
PH

8:30a
9:45a
11:00a
1:00p
6:00p

Traditional Worship
Contemporary Worship
Traditional Worship
Brownie Troop 1845
Faith and Fellowship

NA
NA
NA
CR
LI

10:00a
5:30p
6:30p
6:30p
7:30p

Growing Deeper with God
Sunshine Academy
Aerobics
MOJO Volleyball
Congregational Council Meeting

LI
CL
CR
PH
LI

8:00a
5:00p
6:00p
7:00p
7:15p

Prayer Time
Sunshine Academy
Langley Association
Finance and Administration
Boy Scout Troop 1916

NA
CL
CR
LI
FH

Sun

Mon

Tue

4/8

4/09

4/10

Mon

4/16

2:00p
5:30p
6:30p
6:30p

Women of the ELCA
Sunshine Academy
Aerobics
MOJO Volleyball

LI
CL
CR
PH

Tue

4/17

8:00a
5:00p
6:30p
7:15p

Prayer Time
Sunshine Academy
MOJO Volleyball
Boy Scout Troop 1916

NA
CL
PH
FH

Wed

4/18

8:00a
9:30a
6:30p
7:00p
8:00p

Bible Study
Quilting Group
MOJO Volleyball
Hadi Meditation
Al-Anon

CR
FH
PH
CL
CL

Thu

4/19

10:30a
5:00p
6:30p
7:00p
7:45p
8:30p

Prayer Shawl Ministry
Teen CBS
MOJO Volleyball
Bell Choir
Traditional Choir
Men’s Basketball

LI
RLC
PH
MSA
MSB
PH

Sun

4/22

8:30a
9:45a
11:00a
12:15p
1:00p
1:30p
3:00p
6:30p

Traditional Worship
Contemporary Worship
Traditional Worship
Confirmation Workshop
MOJO Volleyball
Brownie Troop 1845
Cub Scouts
Faith and Fellowship

NA
NA
NA
FH
PH
CL
CL
PH

Mon

4/23

10:00a
5:30p
6:30p
6:30p

Growing Deeper With God
Sunshine Academy
Aerobics
MOJO Volleyball

LI
CL
CR
PH

Tue

4/24

8:00a
5:00p
6:30p
7:00p

Prayer Time
Sunshine Academy
MOJO Volleyball
Stoneleigh Association

NA
CL
PH
MSA

Wed

4/25

6:30p
7:00p
8:00p

MOJO Volleyball
Hadi Meditation
Al-Anon

PH
CL
CL

Wed

4/11

8:30a
6:30p
7:00p
8:00p

Bible Study
MOJO Volleyball
Hadi Meditation
Al-Anon

CR
PH
CL
CL

Thurs

4/26

6:30p
7:00p
7:45p
8:30p

MOJO Volleyball
Bell Choir
Traditional Choir
Men’s Basketball

PH
MSA
MSB
PH

Thu

4/12

5:00p
7:00p
6:30p
7:45p
8:30p

Teen CBS
Bell Choir
MOJO Volleyball
Traditional Choir
Men’s Basketball

RLC
MSA
PH
MSB
PH

Sun

4/29

8:30a
9:45a
11:00a
1:00p

Traditional Worship
Contemporary Worship
Traditional Worship
MOJO Volleyball

NA
NA
NA
PH

Fri

4/13

7:00p

Faith and Fellowship

PH

Sun

4/15

8:30a
9:45a
11:00a
1:00p

Traditional Worship
Contemporary Worship
Traditional Worship
MOJO Volleyball

NA
NA
NA
PH

10:00a
5:30p
6:30p
6:30p

Faith Alive
Sunshine Academy
Aerobics
MOJO Volleyball

LI
CL
CR
PH

Mon

4/30

