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TIDINGS 

A MESSAGE FROM 

PASTOR SANDY KESSINGER 

We went on our mission trip to North Carolina right after the Fairfax County schools completed another aca-

demic year.  It is a shorter summer for our young people because they ended on June 23 and will start up 

again on August 28.  Normally the mission trip for the high school youth takes place in July but we adjusted 

the timing of our trip to maximize our attendance.   We wanted to avoid family vacations and some of the oth-

er activities our youth become involved in shortly after school ends.   We also wanted to mirror the dates 

when the ELCA Youth Gathering will take place next summer (June 27 – July 1, 2018).    

 

It was another awesome mission trip!  Every year I come back knowing our young people a little bit better.  

We experience new people in a new setting and we take the time to process what we see and what we hear.  

Each site offers something unique and this year we worshiped in a cowboy church, built a house, worked on a 

horse farm, and swam in the mountain waters that flowed into a homemade water park.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Here are some of the excerpts from the reflections our young people wrote: 

 

I made a lot of friends with people from other churches.  I also bonded with a girl from Kids Club and it felt re-

ally nice helping her.  I came away from this trip being more outgoing and bonding with new friends. 

 

I worked with Habitat for Humanity and it was a great experience.  I met some great people from other churches 

as well as some of the locals.  Even though I did not make a direct impact on the community I knew I was doing 

something good for the future family that would be moving in. 

 

We learned patience and how to be positive. 

  

My favorite part was when we visited the elderly home.  

 

On Tuesday morning my group went to an assisted living facility and I met a man named Kenneth.  I spent time 

with him learning about his life and laughing with him and it made me feel like my grandpa was back with me.  I 

cannot express how strongly I felt the presence of God.  On another day one of the youth in Kids Club taught me 

a very important lesson on patience, unconditional love, and not to make assumptions about people. 

 

Throughout the week I got to know really amazing people from other churches.  The service part of the trip real-

ly influenced me because making a difference in someone’s life is an amazing feeling.  On the last night we got 

to participate in foot washing.  I had never done this before but it really moved me.   

 

 

 
 

 

Throughout the entire week, we were granted the opportunity to experience situations that are not a part of our 

normal life.  I will always be thankful for this opportunity to serve and gain new experiences.   

 

This was my third mission trip and it was one of the most surprising.  I came with certain expectations and left 

with so much more.  I worked in Kids Club and I never worked the whole week there before.  By the end of 

Thursday I had built a strong relationship with the kids.  They had a huge impact on me and I would like to think 

I had one on them as well.  They really opened my eyes to how fortunate we are and helped me realize that I 

would like to do something involving kids when I get older.  They taught me not to just believe what I hear but 

get my own opinion through my own experiences.  It was not what I expected but I got what God wanted me to 

get out of this trip. 

 

During the week I worked at the Kids Club.  Initially the kids did not listen and ran around.  However, towards 

the end of the week my group started to really build relationships with the kids.  They started to listen to us and 

talk with us.  Building relationships with the kids was really important because they really needed someone to 

listen to them and care about them.   

 

 



 

After my amazing experience in Montana, I had been looking forward to this trip for weeks.  The time I spent at the 

different projects payed off in relationships built with friends from other churches.  Over all I had a great time, 

made great friends, and would definitely go on a mission trip again. 

 

I had a very inspirational trip.  While we were building the house we were helping the community by giving some-

one in need a home.  What I did not realize would happen, though, was that I was also inspired by the community.  

Matt, the head builder, realized the first day that I could not use a hammer and nails to save my life.  As he showed 

me what to do he talked about his life and the life of the family that was going to have the home.  Later on he even 

trusted me with an electric saw.  This taught me to trust myself with my own abilities.   

 

 

 
 
 

I made a lot of new friends with the people from other churches.  For my work site I did Kids Club the entire week.  

I met really awesome kids whom I will never forget.  Overall the trip was eye opening and I am glad I went. 

 

I was privileged to go on my sixth mission trip this year.  Yet again it was a great experience.  I worked with a Hab-

itat for Humanity crew and we were able to raise all of the house walls including the interior walls.  The coolest 

part was when we prayed over the house on the last day.  Since I am attending college next year I will no longer be 

eligible to participate in a YouthWorks mission trip.  I am hoping to become a staff member on a site next summer 

and bring this amazing experience to other church youth.  If you have never been on a trip – 

 

Go!  Have fun, share the good news, live the good life. 

 

 
 

 
Back to Pastor: There are a lot of things that take place on these trips that are life giving and affirming for our 

youth.  Nothing is perfect but Youth Works does a wonderful job of blending our faith with the task at hand.  We 

worship, we sing songs, we listen to the Word of God, and we relate to a variety of people in a variety of ways.   

 

I want to thank our congregation for being so supportive of our young people.  Our youth ministry team will not 

only continue to develop ways for our children to experience God in their midst, we will take what we have learned 

on these trips and apply it to what we do with all of our members.  We are all young at heart when it comes to serv-

ing our Lord. 

 

Yours in Christ – Pastor Sandy Kessinger  



 

August 6  9:00 am – Contemporary 10:00 am – Coffee Hour 

   10:30 am – Traditional 

 

August 13  9:00 am – Contemporary 10:00 am – Coffee Hour 

   10:30 am – Traditional 
 

August 20  9:00 am – Contemporary 10:00 am – Coffee Hour 

   10:30 am – Traditional 

____________________________________________________ 

And … 

Children 

Sunday school teachers 

Confirmation teachers 

High School teachers 

Adults teachers / Leaders 

School teachers 

August 27  8:30 am – Traditional   Coffee Hour after each  

   9:45 am – Contemporary   service 

   11:00 am – Traditional 



 

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer 

Minutes from the Church Council Meeting of July 10, 2017 
 

 

Council members present:  Pastor Sandy Kessinger, Matthew Kratz (President), Laura Duval (Vice President), 

Rob Wenk (Treasurer), Deanna Heier, Gordon Jones, Paul Lettow, Florence Ofili-Toviho, Stephanie Hunter, 

Karen Detweiler, Ann Lawrence, Steve Lancaster. (Absent: Dean Graves, Linsey Wenk)  

 

Opening 

 

Matthew Kratz called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.    

 

Pastor Sandy Kessinger led a devotion (from Fourth Presbyterian) based on Paul’s dramatic conversion (Acts 

9:1-9), reflecting on how God’s call to us may not be as dramatic as Paul’s and may come more like drips on a 

sponge. 

 

Adoption of the Agenda 

 

The Agenda was adopted as presented. 

 

Pastor’s Report 

 

Pastor Kessinger’s Council report for the month of June noted activities that included many member visits and 

counseling sessions, home visits, support of congregational ministries, staff meetings, outreach and synod 

events. Some highlights include: 

 Attending the mission trip to North Carolina with 18 of our youth and 5 adults 

 Leading and supporting Redeemer’s Bible Study on the Creeds 

 

Pastor Kessinger also highlighted upcoming Summer plans: 

 Mentoring one of our youth in learning pastoral skills 

 Vacation Bible School (Week of July 24) 

 

Both Deacon Erin and Marlon Yearwood provided written reports to Council on their activities for the previ-

ous month which included for Deacon Erin support of our Worship services, Faith Conversations, Tuesday 

Prayer Hour and for Marlon middle school/high school youth activities, outreach activities, and other minis-

tries of the Congregation. Deacon Erin also attended Confirmation Camp at  Lutherock with some of our youth 

(June 25-July 1). 

 

Minutes from March Meeting 

 

The minutes from the June 12, 2017 council meeting were approved as presented.  

 

Treasurer’s Report 

 

Rob Wenk reviewed the 2017 Financial Summary. Some of the highlights included: 

 Expenses were $76,825 in excess of receipts through June 

 Total mortgage balance is $507,895, with an additional $400,000 advanced from cash reserves. 

 Rob also noted that we are now able to accept contributions via mobile app. 

 



 

Committee Liaison Reports 

 

Social Concerns 

 ELCA Day of Service will be on Sunday, September 10. The Committee is seeking ideas for service activ-

ities and volunteers to help coordinate. 

 Pastor Kessinger suggested a service activity to support our local law enforcement and/or fire department 

 

Sunday School 

 Blessing of Backpacks – August 27  

 Rally Day – September 3 

 First day of Sunday School – September 10  

 

New Business 

 

Florence Ofili-Toviho provided Council with a summary of the Washington DC Metro Synod Assembly. Re-

deemer representatives in attendance included Mark Cronin, Harold Hofstad, CheeLee Leong, Florence Ofili-

Toviho, Robin Taylor, and Deacon Erin. The Synod presented details of the “New Connections” program 

which includes a goal of increasing ELCA membership by 10% and raising $2.25M over the next 3 years. A 

representative from the Synod will attend a future Council meeting to discuss the program. 

 

Other Fall events in planning: 

 Barrel Oak Winery event – September 24 

 Blessing of pets – planned for October  

 

Closing 

 

Council’s next meeting date is September 11, 2017 (there is no meeting in August). The next Executive Com-

mittee meeting will be held August 16, 2017.  

 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:20 p.m. with the Lord’s Prayer.     

Council Discussion 

 

Council discussed the summer youth trips. A group of 18 attended the YouthWorks camp in Taylorsville, NC 

and a group of 5 confirmands attended the Lutherock camp also in North Carolina. Next year our youth will 

attend the ELCA National Youth Gathering. 

 

Council discussed upcoming summer events including Youth Sunday (July 16) and Vacation Bible School 

(July 24-28). Council confirmed we will be hosting coffee service between services throughout the summer. 

 

Pastor Sandy Kessinger updated Council that the Downtown McLean renovation project will not be moving 

forward at this time. Plans are still to meet with Matthew Martz as a Marketing advisor to discuss opportunities 

for Redeemer outreach to new members in the community. 



 

The Power of a Strong Foundation 

 

August is here and Fall is quickly approaching. Before we know it, our children will be returning to school and 

our summer routines will be replaced by homework and extracurricular activities. Life at Redeemer also had a 

change of pace during the summer, and we are excited to return to our Fall schedule. Just like we prepare our 

children for school, I invite you to begin preparing for the Faith Formation opportunities that we offer at Re-

deemer.  

George Barna writes in his book, Transforming Children into Spiritual Champions, “In order for our children 

to grow into healthy people, we must help them build strong foundations to prepare them for the rest of their 

lives. Because everything is ultimately a spiritual and moral issue, the more intentional and clear minded we 

are regarding their spiritual development, the better off they will be for the duration of their lives.” 

It takes a village to raise children, and I pray the faith community of Redeemer is part of your village. Offering 

our children opportunities to ask questions, explore their faith, and participate in a vibrant faith community 

demonstrates that God is the core of our foundation. With God at our core, we can approach the joys and chal-

lenges of life with a changed heart. With God at our center, we are rooted in our faith that remind us to love 

God, love people, and love ourselves.  

I hope you enjoy the rest of your summer, and I am excited to join with you as we embark on this Fall full of 

adventures and excitement in the life of Redeemer. 

Blessings, 

Deacon Dr. Erin Swenson-Reinhold 

Often Forget your Offering Envelope? Use your Smart Phone! 
  

Now you have the option to make your weekly or a one-time offering to Redeemer  

via your smart phone. The steps are simple: 

 

    1) Download the free app “Give Plus Church” from the App Store or Google Play. 

    2) Search by entering “Lutheran Church of the Redeemer” and select McLean, VA. 

    3) Either select "Create Account" for reoccurring giving or select "Give Now" for a one time donation.  

 

We are offering this secure option through a trusted payment processor that Redeemer has worked with  

for many years. You can choose to use your checking account (a less costly option for the church) or your  

credit card. Whether you have forgotten your checkbook,  prefer the convenience, or want to continue  

your financial support of the church while you are traveling this summer, we trust that you will find this   

easy to use. If you have an older model phone, you can still use the electronic giving option from  

Redeemer's website by selecting "Give Online" under the heading "About Us".   



 

Here is your June ham report. 

 

On June 1, Rick Stewart and Ralph Dutrow delivered 12 boxes of ham weighing approximately 420 

pounds to the DC Central Kitchen from the Reston HoneyBaked  Ham store. 

 

On June 8, Roberta Pittman delivered 11 boxes of ham weighing approximately 340 pounds to Commu-

nity Family Life Services from the Falls Church and Fairfax stores. 

 

On June 15, Laura Wareham delivered 5 boxes of ham weighing approximately 175 pounds to the DC 

Central Kitchen from the Falls Church and Fairfax stores. 

 

On June 22, Ralph Dutrow delivered 19 boxes of ham weighing approximately 665 pounds and a large 

box of cookies to the DC Central Kitchen from the Reston store. 

 

On June 22, Stu Van Scoyoc delivered 4 boxes of ham weighing approximately 140 pounds to the DC 

Central Kitchen from Falls Church store. 

 

On June 29, Gordon Jones delivered 4 boxes of ham weighing approximately 140 pounds to the DC 

Central Kitchen from the Fairfax store. 

 

So for the month of June we delivered approximately 1,880 pounds of ham. I think that must be a 

monthly record for donations. Well done ham runners!! 

 

In 2017 our deliveries have totaled approximately 7,165 pounds. This breaks down to 

505 pounds of ham to N Street Village; 1,575 pounds of ham to Martha's Table; 705 pounds of ham to 

CFLS, and 4,380 pounds of ham to the DC Central Kitchen. 

 

I would like to welcome Mr. Ralph Dutrow to our crew of ham runners. Ralph has recently retired and 

has decided to spend some time with us fighting the battle against hunger. Good to have you with us, 

Ralph. 

 

Many thanks to everyone who volunteers their time and effort to this worthy cause. Enjoy the summer 

and drive carefully. 



 

Robert Daly 8/1 

Annika McBride 8/1 

David Stanford 8/1 

William Trible 8/1 

Collin Wareham 8/1 

Michael Maglio 8/2 

Bradley White 8/2 

Jessica Goodman 8/3 

Gregory Lawrence 8/4 

Glenn Griffis 8/5 

Carol Smith 8/5 

Zachary Apple 8/6 

Kimberly Dorgan 8/8 

Alexandra Hutchinson 8/8 

John Stanford 8/8 

Rosanna McCalip 8/9 

Maria Retter 8/10 

Alexander Weischedel 8/10 

Seth Cavanaugh 8/11 

Liesl Curtis 8/11 

Roxanne Englund 8/11 

Madeline Harshbarger 8/11 

Bonnie Barndt-Maglio 8/12 

Tim Bereuter 8/12 

Larry Millstein 8/12 

Emily Kight 8/13 

Alexander Morris 8/13 

Nancy Power 8/13 

Milton Schultz IV 8/13 

Paul Thorson 8/13 

Maurine Crouch 8/14 

Kristian Hutchinson 8/14 

Gordon Jones 8/14 

Joseph Marinoff 8/14 

Bliss Temple 8/14 

Mijo Kim 8/15 

Alexa Risseeuw 8/15 

Ruby Shellaway 8/15 

Forrest Stieg 8/16 

Mary McGuire 8/17 

Mauricio Villafuerte 8/17 

Donna Zimmerman 8/17 

Joan Hughes 8/18 

Andrew Moran 8/18 

Barbara Goodwin 8/19 

James Kanski 8/19 

Jose Moreno 8/19 

Gabriel Peterson 8/19 

Anita Peterson 8/20 

Crestienne DeChaine 8/21 

Sarah Regan 8/21 

Taylor Saunders 8/21 

Marian True 8/21 

Connor Cavanaugh 8/22 

Steve Lancaster 8/23 

Joan Leonard 8/23 

Matthew Straub 8/23 

Sessa Tiffany 8/23 

Mara Corbett 8/24 

Michael Stanford 8/24 

Jeffrey Engel 8/25 

Leo Malachowski 8/25 

Victoria Schumacher 8/25 

Elaine Tucker 8/27 

Tyler Frederick 8/28 

Michael Philpy 8/28 

Eric Sivertsen 8/28 

Nora Stewart 8/28 

Victor Pilson 8/29 

Jessica Plowgian 8/29 

Helen Chambers 8/30 

James Mallek Jr. 8/30 

Cooper McGuire 8/30 

Melvin Dotterweich 8/31 

Zoe Heath 8/31 

Thomas Klanderman 8/31 

Camille Richter 8/31 



 

Social Concerns Ministry  

SAVE THE DATE  

ELCA Day of Service 

Sept 10, 2017 

~ God's work. Our hands. ~ 

Sunday 
 

We are beginning to plan activities for this year’s Day of Service and are in search of volunteers will-

ing to lead others in the activities. If you are interested in helping to coordinate activities or have an 

idea for a service project (onsite or offsite), please contact Deanna Heier (dmheier@yahoo.com).  Ac-

tivities will be planned for all ages to come together and share God’s love through our service to oth-

ers. 

 

 

WHAT IS “GOD’S WORK. OUR HANDS.” SUNDAY? 

“God’s work. Our hands.” Sunday is an opportunity to celebrate who we are as the Evangelical  

Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) – one church, freed in Christ to serve and love our neighbor. Since 

2013, thousands of ELCA congregations have participated in this opportunity and dedicated one day to serve 

communities in ways that share the love of God with all people.  

 

This year we observe the 500th anniversary of the Lutheran Reformation. The ELCA’s anniversary theme, 

“Freed and Renewed in Christ,” reminds us of the gospel’s promise that we are freed in Christ to love and 

serve our neighbors. This is work that you do every day – serving your community in ways that share the 

love of God with all of God’s people. 

 

We are a church that rolls up our sleeves and gets to work. Whether  we are prepar ing and deliver ing 

meals to people rendered homeless or thanking emergency responders, our service activities will offer an op-

portunity for us to explore one of our most basic convictions as Lutherans: that all of life in Jesus Christ – 

every act of service, in every daily calling, in every corner of life – flows freely from a living, daring confi-

dence in God’s grace. 

 

On this day, ELCA members are called to put their faith into action by engaging in a service activity in their 

neighborhood, surrounding community or designated area.  

mailto:dmheier@yahoo.com


 

HABITAT for HUMANITY is gear ing up for  a tremendous surge in building. Exciting news! Habitat 

for Humanity of NoVA is on track to build more homes than ever over the next few years, starting now with 

both single-family and multiple dwelling units. This means a larger number of volunteers are needed. Please 

consider volunteering. This is a perfect time of year for first-time volunteers as well as repeat volunteers: 

 

August 19 (Sat. 8:30am - 3:30pm) Alexandria VA 

September 13 (Wed. 8:30am - 3:30pm) Alexandria VA 

 

Renovate a home with other volunteers and the partner family. Construction experience is not necessary. 

Tools will be provided or bring your own. Must be 16 or older. Friends, neighbors, and co-workers welcome! 

Sign up at http://tinyurl.com/Habitat-IC or contact Lynn Barth at 703-346-8012 or lynnbarth@gmail.com, to 

sign up for this build or to get on the mailing list for future builds. 

Social Concerns Activities in the Coming Months 

 Habitat for Humanity, August 19 (Sat 8:30am-3:30pm) and September 13 (Wed 8:30am-3:30pm) in Al-

exandria. Register at  http://tinyurl.com/Habitat-IC or contact Lynn Barth at 703-346-8012 or 

lynnbarth@gmail.com 

 

  “God’s Work, Our Hands,” September  10, Redeemer , ELCA congregations join together  for  a day 

of service to celebrate the work that we do every day and give us an opportunity to share God’s love with 

all people.  Contact Deanna Heier, dmheier@yahoo.com for volunteer opportunities. 

 

 Rise Against Hunger (formerly Stop Hunger Now) Meal Packaging Event, November  4th 8:00am to 

4:30pm. DONATE OR VOLUNTEER ONLINE AT: http://events.stophungernow.org/McLean2017. You 

can also submit donations through the offering on Sunday (please mark envelope for Rise Against Hunger. 

http://tinyurl.com/Habitat-IC
mailto:lynnbarth@gmail.com
mailto:dmheier@yahoo.com
http://events.stophungernow.org/McLean2017


 

Tue 8/01 8:00a Prayer Time   NA 
  8:30a Fairfax Collegiate   RLC 
  12:00p Rotary    FH 
  6:30p I Drive Smart   CL 
  6:30p MOJO Volleyball   PH 
 
  
Wed 8/02 8:30a Fairfax Collegiate   RLC 
  6:30p I Drive Smart   CL 
  6:30p MOJO Volleyball   PH 
  7:00p Hadi Meditation   CL 
  8:00p Al-Anon    CL 
 
Thu 8/03 8:30a Fairfax Collegiate   RLC 
  6:30p I Drive Smart   CL 
  6:30p MOJO Volleyball   PH 
  8:30p Men’s Basketball   PH 
 
Fri  8/04 8:30a Fairfax Collegiate   RLC 
  6:30p I Drive Smart   CL 
  6:30p MOJO Volleyball   PH 
 
Sun 8/06 9:00a Contemporary Worship  NA 
  10:30a Traditional Worship   NA 
    
Mon 8/07 8:30a Fairfax Collegiate   RLC 
  6:30p I Drive Smart   CL 
   
Tue  8/08 8:00a Prayer Time   NA 
  8:30a Fairfax Collegiate   RLC 
  12:00p Rotary    FH 
  6:00p Langley Residential   CR 
  6:30p I Drive Smart   CL 
  6:30p MOJO Volleyball   PH 
   
Wed 8/09 8:30a Fairfax Collegiate   RLC 
  6:30p I Drive Smart   CL 
  6:30p MOJO Volleyball   PH 
  7:00p Hadi Meditation   CL 
  8:00p Al-Anon    CL 
 
Thu 8/09 8:30a Fairfax Collegiate   RLC 
  6:30p I Drive Smart   CL 
  6:30p MOJO Volleyball   PH 
  8:30p Men’s Basketball   PH 
 
Fri 8/10 8:30a Fairfax Collegiate   RLC 
  6:30p I Drive Smart   CL 
 
Sun 8/13 9:00a Contemporary Worship  NA 
  10:30a Traditional Worship   NA 
  1:00p MOJO Volleyball   PH 
     
Mon   8/14 8:30a Fairfax Collegiate   RLC 
  6:30p MOJO    PH 
 
 
 
 

Tue 8/15 8:00p Prayer Time   NA 
  8:30a Fairfax Collegiate   RLC 
  12:00p Rotary    FH 
  6:30p MOJO Volleyball   PH 
  7:00p McLean Orchestra   CR
   
Wed 8/16 8:30a Fairfax Collegiate   RLC 
  9:30a Quilting Group   FH 
  6:30p MOJO Volleyball   PH 
  7:00p Hadi Meditation   CL 
  8:00p Al-Anon    CL 
 
Thu 8/17 8:30a Fairfax Collegiate   RLC 
  6:30p MOJO Volleyball   PH 
  8:30p Men’s Basketball   PH 
 
Fri 8/18 8:30a Fairfax Collegiate   RLC 
  4:00p Augustenborg Rehearsal  NA 
 
Sat 8/19 4:00p Augustenborg Wedding  NA 
 
Sun 8/20 9:00a Contemporary Worship  NA 
  10:30a Traditional Worship   NA 
 
Mon 8/21 8:30a Fairfax Collegiate   RLC 
  6:30p MOJO Volleyball   PH 
 
Tue 8/22 8:00a Prayer Time   NA 
  8:30a Fairfax Collegiate   RLC 
  12:00p Rotary    FH 
  6:30p MOJO Volleyball   PH 
    
Wed 8/23 8:30a Fairfax Collegiate   RLC 
  6:30p MOJO Volleyball   PH 
  7:00p Hadi Meditation   CL 
  8:00p Al-Anon    CL 
 
Thur 8/24 8:30a Fairfax Collegiate   RLC 
  6:30p MOJO Volleyball   PH 
  8:30p Men’s Basketball   PH 
 
Fri 8/25 8:30a Fairfax Collegiate   RLC 
   
Sun 8/27 8:30a Traditional  Worship  NA 
  9:45a Contemporary Worship   NA 
  11:00a Traditional Worship   NA 
  1:00p MOJO Volleyball   PH 
 
Mon 8/28 6:30p MOJO Volleyball   PH 
 
Tue 8/29 6:30p MOJO Volleyball   PH 
 
Wed 8/30 6:30p MOJO Volleyball   PH 
  7:00p Hadi Meditation   CL 
  8:00p Al-Anon    CL 
 
Thu 8/31 6:30p MOJO Volleyball   PH 
  7:00p Bell Choir   MSA 
  7:45p Traditional Choir   MSB 


