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We are quickly approaching the end of the school year, vacation plans are well underway, and most people will 

enjoy some time away.  It is important to slow down and rest.  Our bodies need it and it nourishes our spirits.  

And as schedules become more relaxed, I hope that you will be able to attend worship on a regular basis and 

participate in some of the other events we have planned.  It will be another exciting summer at Redeemer! 

 

Summer Worship – Every year our worship team works with me to determine what our worship schedule will 

look like for the months of June, July, and August.  We know our worship attendance dips in the summer be-

cause people spend more time away from home and Sunday school is not in session.  As a result we offer two 

worship experiences rather than three which (on a positive note) increases the number of people at each service.  

So the worship times of 9 am and 10:30 am seem to work well for us, and it allows us to have an extended cof-

fee hour in-between the two services.  All well and good! 

 

However, people have voiced clear, personal preferences about which service time should be traditional and 

which service time should be contemporary.  So we listened to what people had to say, we reviewed our wor-

ship attendance patterns over the years, we took into consideration the preparation time needed by our musicians 

on Sunday mornings, and then we made the most faithful decision we could make with the information in hand. 

 

So for 5 weeks, June 18 through July 16 – 

the 9 am service will be traditional and the 10:30 am service will be contemporary 
 

For the following 5 weeks, July 23 through August 20 – 

the 9 am service will be contemporary and the 10:30 am service will be traditional 

 

Although this decision will not please everyone, my hope is that we will come to worship God as our schedule 

permits no matter the time or type of service.  If you have a preference for a certain time of day then my hope is 

that you will consistently come and experience a different type of service halfway through the summer.  If you 

have a preference for a certain style of worship then my hope is that you will mark your calendars so you know 

exactly when we make the switch.   

 

In both the traditional and contemporary services our worship is designed to praise God and to give glory to 

God’s name.   

 

Coffee Hours – The summer schedule leaves ample time for people from both services to gather in our Cross-

roads for a time of fellowship.  When the people attending the first service stay longer and the people attending 

the second service come earlier then we have the best of both worlds.  We find this to be a wonderful opportuni-

ty to connect with friends and family and to make new friends!   



 

Church Picnic – Mark your calendars!  We are having a Church Picnic on Sunday, June 4, immediately fol-

lowing the 11 am service.  Details are listed for you in another section of this newsletter.   We will grill some 

food, those who attend will be asked to supplement the meal with some of your signature dishes, and we will 

have games for the children.  I have already ordered beautiful weather so we can be outside but in case the rain 

comes (in remembrance of our baptism) then we will gather in the gym.   

 

Bible Study – Starting June 7, we will hold a special Bible study series on the Apostles’ Creed.  It will be on 

Wednesday evenings from 7:15 pm to 8:30 pm.  During Lent we studied both the Ten Commandments and 

The Lord’s Prayer so this will complete our series on Luther’s Small Catechism.  We will look at both the his-

torical context and the Scriptural foundation for this confession of faith we make each week.   

 

Celebrating the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation – Mark your calendars again!  Matt Osifchin and the 

choir members have been working hard on musical pieces that highlight some of the traditions during the time 

of the Reformation.  These special musical selections will be woven into our 11:00 am service on Sunday, 

June 11.  I would love to see our church overflowing with people on this day!  Our music program is outstand-

ing and this is a very unique opportunity for us.   

 

Mission Trip and Confirmation Camp – We ask for your prayers as twenty-three of us head to North Carolina 

(the last week of June) for the high school mission trip.  We are excited for the opportunities we will have to 

be with the people in Taylorsville.  Outside of the work we will do each day, one night we will visit a home-

made water park and on Thursday evening we will worship at one of the local Cowboy churches.     

 

At the same time that we are traveling to our mission site, Deacon Erin is also traveling to North Carolina with 

four of our confirmation youth.  They will head to Lutherock with members from Lord of Life Lutheran 

Church (where Deacon Erin’s husband serves) and experience camp life and participate in interactive Bible 

studies.   

 

And this is just what is happening in June … 

We have a lot more planned for July and August 

Stay tuned! 

 

Yours in Christ – Pastor Sandy Kessinger  

 

  

 



 

June 4  Pentecost Sunday – Please Wear Red   

   First Communion  

   Church Picnic – 12:15 pm  
 

June 7  New Bible Study Series – 7:15 pm  

   Study of The Apostles’ Creed 

   Nursery available 
 

June 11  Holy Trinity Sunday 

   Special Concert – 11:00 am (during worship) 

   For 500th Anniversary of the Reformation   
 

June 14  Bible Study continues – 7:15 pm  
     

June 15  Lunch Bunch – Greek Taverna 
 

June 18  Summer Worship Schedule (For 5 weeks) 

   9 am – Traditional Service 

   10 am – Coffee Hour 

   10:30 am – Contemporary Service  
 

June 25   9 am – Traditional Service 

   10 am – Coffee Hour 

   10:30 am – Contemporary Service 
 

 

 
 

 

 



 

Events at Redeemer  

 

1) Musical History of the Reformation  

 Sunday – June 11 – 11:00 am service 

 Join us as we enjoy musical selections from the Reformation period 

 Invite friends and family members! 

 

2)  Two Movie Nights 

 Wednesday – August 16 and 23 – From 6:30 pm to 8:30 pm  

 We will watch the most current movie on the Reformation  

 Rick Steves’ Luther and the Reformation  
 

 The movie will be viewed in two parts  

 Popcorn and snacks served during the movie – Conversation will follow  

 Nursery will be available for young children 

 

3) Reformation Sunday  

 Sunday – October 29  

 Please wear red to remember the work of the Holy Spirit in our midst 

 Confirmation will take place at the 11:00 am service 

 

Events in the Metropolitan D.C. Area 

 

1) The National Lutheran Choir in Washington 

 Sunday – October 22 – 7:00 pm  

 The choir will sing in the Basilica of the Shrine of the Immaculate in Northeast D.C. 

 Includes world premiere of The Holy Spirit Mass by Kim Andre Arnesen 

 Admission is free but donations will be received 

 

2) Reformation Sunday at the National Cathedral 

 Sunday – October 29 – 4:00 pm  

 The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach  

 The Roanoke College Choir will offer special music 



 

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer 

Minutes from Congregation Council Meeting of May 8, 2017 

 

Council members present: Pastor Sandy Kessinger, Matthew Kratz (President), Laura Duval (Vice President), Rob Wenk 

(Treasurer), Karen Detweiler (Co-secretary), Dean Graves (Immediate Past President), Deanna Heier (Co-secretary), Flor-

ence Ofili-Toviho, Stephanie Hunter, Ann Lawrence, Steve Lancaster, Linsey Wenk. (Absent: Gordon Jones, Paul Lettow) 

 

Opening 

 

Matthew Kratz called the meeting to order at 7:30pm. 

 

Opening devotion by Pastor Kessinger discussed Matthew 7:7-10, “ask and it will be given you.” Mike Ward, an ELCA 

Coach for Stewardship, encourages a very direct and personal approach to asking people to financially contribute to the 

Church. Discussion noted that both time and money “count” for stewardship. 

 

PSK noted that a recent Gallup survey found that sermon content that is Biblically based is a major draw for church at-

tendees. 

 

Adoption of the Agenda 

 

The agenda was adopted as presented. 

 

Pastor’s Report 

 

Pastor Kessinger’s council report for the month of May noted activities that included many member visits and counseling 

sessions, home visits, support of congregational ministries, staff meetings, outreach and Synod events. Some highlights in-

clude: 

 Pastor discussed idea of bringing Thrivent in to do informational presentations on current topics for young people. 

 Synod Council is asking Congregations to help identify individuals to help achieve a goal of $2.5 million over and 

above current contributions to enable revitalization of congregations and new ministries. 

 Pastor reported that Matthew Martz has volunteered to help with PR and overall communication to our community. 

 Carol Smith, one of the newer members, volunteered to coordinate promotion of LWR program to support local baker-

ies in Syria. 

 Betsy Kutscher has stepped down from leading the banner team. Gordon and Kate Jones will assist with the seasonal 

changes of the banners. Carolyn Ubben will head the banner committee. 

 

Also review monthly report from Deacon Erin. Marlon Yearwood’s report was not provided in time for Council meeting.  

 

Meeting Minutes 

 

The April Council minutes were reviewed and approved without objection. 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

 

Rob Wenk reviewed the current Financial Summary. Some highlights and actions included: 

 Rob introduced a recommendation from Finance & Administration Committee to use existing cash balance to make an 

additional $100,000 payment against the mortgage. This will accelerate our projected payoff date and reduce our total 

interest expense paid. 

 Redeemer will still have a $100,000 line of credit with Chain Bridge Bank should we became cash-constrained. 

Rob Wenk moved that we apply $100,000 to the mortgage as described above. Florence Tovilo seconded and the mo-

tion passed without objection.  

 Finance & Administration also recommended that we expand our options for online/mobile financial giving. Our online 

credit card processor and direct deposit is handled by Vanco. 

 They also have a smartphone App and text donation procedure; either can be done as one-time or continuing donations. 

There is a 0.15% transaction fee. 

 There is no set up charge, and only a small additional fee with the texting option for adding these donation options be-

cause we are existing customers of Vanco. 

 We received 52 gifts in the 1st Qtr of this year through our website. 

 



 

Committee Liaison Reports 

 

Social Concerns: 

 Linsey Wenk reported on the Refugee event held during Sunday school, which involved 50-60 kids. 

 On May 13, Redeemer will host a refugee experience simulation. The schedule will have a morning session from 

10:00am-12:00pm. LSS and LIRS will be present to answer questions around resettlement. We could possibly run it 

again in the Fall. 

 June 4 will be the Congregational Picnic, which will include the Refugee families. There will be halal food available. 

We still need a grillmaster to volunteer. Council members may staff the grill. 

 Deanna suggested that a survey of Congregational interest and preferences, to include preferred days and times for 

events, would be very helpful.  

 

Worship and Music: 

 The Summer schedule will start June 18 with two services: Traditional service at 9:00am and Contemporary service 

at 10:30am. 

 The service times will switch on July 23.  

 Rally Day will be September 3 (Labor Day Weekend) 

 ELCA Day of Service is September 10. 

 

Council Discussion 

 

Reformation Anniversary events. Deacon Erin and Pastor have set up two movie nights with dinner and conversation on 

the Rick Steve’s feature film about the Reformation. Pastor will also post some local Synod activities to the Congrega-

tional calendar. June 11 at the 11:00am service will feature the Music of the Reformation.  

 

Syria outreach program. Pastor featured the LWR project to repair and renovate bakeries in Akhtarin and Sawran. We 

could associate it with the refugee theme of the picnic. Matthew Kratz offered a motion to support the bakery project. 

Deanna Heier seconded. The motion passed without objection. 

 

The Council explored recommendations for outstanding Committees/Volunteers opening: 

 Youth: Joan Bradley is stepping down from the Youth Committee leadership role. We’d like to get a Chair and then 

get Subcommittee Chairs based on the age cohort.  

 Fun & Fellowship 

 Stewardship 

 Afterschool Program Board chair 

 Sunday School teachers 

 

New Business 

 

None 

 

Closing 

 

Council’s next meeting date is June 12, 2017. The next Executive Committee meeting will be held June 6, 2017. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:35pm with the Lord’s Prayer. 



 

Family Worship 

 Summer is right around the corner, and we are finalizing our summer plans and preparing for the sum-

mer schedule at Redeemer. We are excited to send our young people on mission trips to North Carolina and 

Pennsylvania in addition to the pioneers that will be attending Lutherock. I am excited about their openness 

towards these new experiences and the spirit of curiosity that is prevalent at Redeemer.  

Summer also brings a change of pace to our Sunday morning schedule as we take a break from our 

weekly Sunday School program. This year has been filled with opportunities to engage faith through Scripture 

reading, prayer, artistic expression, and curious inquiry. Our Sunday School teachers can attest that our young 

people like to wrestle with ideas and concepts. The students like to be encouraged to use their critical thinking 

skills in all areas of life, and they want to engage faith conversations in new ways.  

As we begin the summer schedule, I encourage you to engage some new faith practices such as wor-

shipping as a family. If this is new for your family, I hope these ideas will ease your transition as you engage 

the faith practice of worshiping together as a family: 

1. Be Positive about the opportunity to worship together. Instead of saying, “We have to go to church,” use 

the language, “we get to go to worship together.”  

2. Make Sunday Special. Create patterns that help your family experience Sabbath rest and anticipation. Set 

out clothes the night before and set the alarm a little earlier so that you can arrive at worship in a peaceful 

state of mind. As you get ready, play your family’s favorite worship music and sing together.  

3. Utilize a Church Bag. It can be difficult to sit quietly for a long period of time when you are little, so a 

church bag can be a great resource! Whether you make this yourself or use one that we provide, have a bag 

filled with quiet books and toys that are only used during worship. Take along items that will engage your 

children in worship rather than simply keep them busy. Some ideas: a children’s storybook Bible, a small 

clipboard with a finger labryinth for prayer, a small notebook and colored pencils for drawing/writing ques-

tions, impressions, and prayers.  

4. Let Kids Choose the Seats. Parents with young children often sit toward the back of the worship space to 

exit easily. However, children prefer the front because they can see, hear, and participate better.  

5. Follow Along. Help your child look up the Scripture passage and follow along in the Bible.  

6. Celebrate the Sacraments. As a member of God’s family, it is important for your child to be present at the 

celebrations of baptism and the Lord’s Supper. This helps reinforce they are an integral part of God’s fami-

ly! Whether or not your child fully participates in the Lord’s Supper, he or she is experiencing the grace 

and love that flows from the Lord’s Table.  

7. Talk about Worship on the Way Home. Ask kids what they saw and heard in worship. Affirm their insights 

and encourage them to learn more. Ask if they wonder about anything that was said.  

8. Practice, Practice, Practice. The more you bring your family to worship, the easier it will be! Do your best 

to attend church as regularly as possible. 

If you have any questions or need some other tools for making worship a family friendly experience, please 

feel free to contact me! I look forward to seeing you this summer! 

 

Peace, 

Deacon Dr. Erin Swenson-Reinhold 



 

Camryn will graduate from McLean High 

School and will attend Indiana State University 

to play soccer and study nursing.  

Camryn DeGrafft  

Congratulations to our Graduating High School 

Seniors! 

Thomas Miller 

Thomas  will graduate from Yorktown High 

School and will attend Virginia Tech. 

Mary Elizabeth McGuire 

Mary will graduate from George Mason 

High School and will attend Virginia 

Commonwealth University. 

Max Miller 

Max will graduate from Falls Church High 

School and will attend Susquehanna Univer-

sity as a Presidential Scholar and will play 

Double Bass in the University Orchestra.  

Michael Bradley 

Michael will graduate from McLean High 

School and will attend Christopher Newport 

University. 

Christian Snow Markwart 

Christian will graduate from Langley 

High School and will study engineering 

at Virginia Tech. 



 

Julia Waldon 

Julia will graduate from Oakcrest School and 

will attend Duquesne University to study 

Nursing.  

Helen Pelak 

Helen will graduate from McLean High 

School and will attend Kalamazoo College. 

Sunny Truslow 

Sunny will graduate from Thomas Jefferson 

High School and will attend Haverford  

College. 

Eric Thronson 

Eric will graduate from the Potomac School 

and will attend Trinity College in Connecticut. 

Laura Opsahl-ong 

Laura will graduate from Mclean High 

School and will attend William and Mary. 



 

POTLUCK PICNIC TO CELEBRATE THE START OF THE  

SUMMER SEASON! 
 

Sunday, June 4th (rain or shine!!) 

12:15 to 2:30 
 

Please come to enjoy the food, fellowship, music, soccer and other games and crafts for the whole congregation. 

 

We will provide the beverages, freshly grilled hot dogs and burgers. 

 

Please bring the following to serve 8 to 10: 
Last name starting with  

A through H: salad, fruit or vegetable tray,  

possibly with a dip 

I through Q: casserole or pasta 

R through Z:  dessert 

 

OR! If you’d like to bring a dish to share from a country your family or ancestors immigrated from, PLEASE DO!   

Be sure to label what it’s called and the country of origin. 

Carol Perry 

d_cperry@cox.net 

Melissa Devore 6/1 

Carole Dotterweich 6/1 

Peter Poulos 6/1 

Virginia Sandahl 6/1 

Sean Wareham 6/1 

Andrew Beck 6/2 

Peter Guma 6/2 

Kellee Barron-Lanza 6/3 

Gwendolyn Brown 6/4 

Paul Hammelton 6/4 

Kyra Macomber 6/4 

Gina Thorson 6/4 

Kazuko Bach 6/6 

Evan Goodwin 6/6 

Garth Huston 6/6 

David McGuire 6/6 

Cristian Nied 6/6 

Erica Roesel 6/6 

Michael Anderson 6/7 

Haley Dorgan 6/7 

Patricia Engle 6/7 

Julia Englund 6/7 

Alexandra Heath 6/7 

Austin Humes 6/7 

Erin Moran 6/7 

Douglas Ubben 6/7 

Hannah Huston 6/8 

Andrzej Manitius 6/9 

Abigail Williams 6/9 

Eugene Durman 6/11 

Pastor  Kessinger 6/11 

Phyllis Lind 6/11 

Daniel Speckhard 6/11 

Frederick Budde 6/12 

Christina Leas 6/12 

Sylvia Villafuerte 6/12 

Sheridan Kanski 6/13 

William Kennedy 6/13 

Samuel Schwartz 6/13 

Eric Balleisen 6/14 

Sierra Balleisen 6/14 

Zach Balleisen 6/14 

Samuel Fitzner 6/14 

Ethan Jones 6/14 

Terri Markwart 6/14 

Halle Melby 6/14 

Grace Mykityshyn 6/14 

Marie Rice 6/14 

Adetutu Toviho 6/15 

Lindsay Wilson 6/15 

Tami Dibble 6/16 

Paula Giffey 6/16 

Gretchen Stark 6/16 

James Anderson 6/17 

William Friend 6/17 

Juliana Rodriguez 6/17 

Eric Sather 6/17 

Jack Glowacki 6/18 

John Zele 6/18 

Alejandra Villafuerte 6/19 

William Buseman 6/20 

Guy Jeffress 6/20 

Mary Karangelen 6/20 

Peter Schultz 6/20 

Julia Paukovits 6/21 

Grace Pelak 6/21 

Caroline Armstrong 6/22 

Matthew Engel 6/22 

Jaxsen Rodriguez 6/22 

Mary True 6/23 

Gretchen Roesel 6/24 

Dallas Tonsager 6/24 

Jackie Budde 6/25 

Eva Schroeter 6/25 

Nicolaas Budde 6/26 

Matthew Mowrey 6/26 

Anneliese Odegard 6/26 

William Owen 6/26 

Heather Trichtinger 6/26 

Elisabeth Coker 6/27 

Anna Duval 6/27 

Milo Engel 6/27 

Madelyn Geduldig 6/27 

Jane Goldfrank 6/27 

Braydon Persino 6/27 

Delaney Persino 6/27 

Siri Opsal 6/28 

Barbel Thomas 6/28 

Sara Grace Kennedy 6/29 

Ingrid Kunec 6/29 

William Van Wazer 6/29 

Emily Adams 6/30 

Tommy Adams 6/30 

Lindsay Conway 6/30 

David Cooley 6/30 

Darlene McCoy 6/30 



 

Give us this day our daily bread.  Matthew 6:11 

  

The ongoing war in Syria has displaced millions of people, particularly in Northern Syria.  The district of 

Aleppo was the largest pre-war metropolitan area, and is one of the oldest cities in the world. Today, food 

markets there are in rubble.  Roads are difficult to navigate. Power outages are frequent.  Those who remain 

face tough times.  The lack of basic food, hygiene and health services constitute some of the most difficult 

day-to-day challenges.   

  

The most basic food preferred by Syrian communities is pita bread, an important part of their diet.   Pita, the 

flat discs of unleavened bread--familiar to anyone who has eaten a gyro--is part of every meal.  Due to the 

fighting, bread production has decreased and people are not able to access this essential staple.  This bread is 

made with high protein flour that is often brought in from Iraq.  After fighting in Aleppo and other provinces, 

acute shortages of flour and frequent power outages have forced many bakeries to close.  So, where there are 

a few bakeries, people wait in long lines to get their daily pita!   

  

LWR carried out an evaluation of the situation in Northern Syria and has developed a project with a local 

partner to renovate and provide raw material to two bakeries, in Akhtarin and Sawran, in the Aleppo district 

so these bakeries can resume bread production.  Thirty people will be trained to run the bakeries which will 

produce nine tons of bread each day to feed up to 80,000 people.   These bakeries represent a basic life staple, 

their daily bread.  They also represent hope for the future and demonstrate that the world still believes in the 

towns, the people, and their ability to come together to produce and share their own food.  Breaking bread 

together, working as a community to make the  bread available is an important source of psycho social sup-

port—and,  this investment represents belief in the people who are struggling to stay in their homes and com-

munity.  The bread provides nourishment and the hope the bakeries represent is spiritual nourishment.  The 

people in Aleppo are remembered, there is belief in their ability to manage their own lives and they are still a 

part of a larger, caring world. We will discuss how you can become involved in Redeemer's support for this 

project at the June 4 Congregational Picnic and look forward to sharing more soon!   



 

Here is your April ham report. 
On April 13, Gordon Jones delivered 5 boxes of ham weighing approximately 175 pounds to the DC Central 

Kitchen from the Falls Church HoneyBaked Ham Store.  

On April 14, Rick Stewart delivered 6 boxes of ham weighing approximately 210 pounds to Martha's Table and 9 

boxes of ham weighing approximately 315 pounds to the the DC Central Kitchen from the Reston store.  

On April 20, Laura Wareham delivered 7 boxes of ham weighing approximately 245 pounds to Martha's Table 

from the Fairfax and Falls Church stores.  

On April 21, Rick Stewart delivered 12 boxes of ham weighing approximately 420 pounds to the DC Central 

Kitchen from the Reston store.  

On April 27, Roberta Pittman delivered 10 boxes of ham weighing approximately 305 pounds to the DC Central 

Kitchen from the Falls Church and Fairfax stores. She also delivered 2 cases of dinner rolls to CFLS. 

So for the month of April, we delivered approximately 1,670 pounds of ham. Yahoo!! A great month! In 2017 our 

deliveries have totaled approximately 4,470 pounds of ham. Over 2 tons! This breaks down to 440 pounds of ham 

to N Street Village; 945 pounds of ham to Martha's Table; 245 to pounds to CFLS and 2,840 pounds of ham to the 

DC Central Kitchen. 

I want to thank all of our ham runners for a job well done. We are making a difference in the fight against hunger. 

Rick Stewart 

Lutheran Church of the Redeemer 

1545 Chain Bridge Rd. 

McLean, VA 22101 

 

Dear Rick Stewart, 

  

From everyone here at DC Central Kitchen, thanks for donating ham. Your donation will be incorporated into 

the meals we produce every day for those in need in the DC area.  

  
Our Food Recycling and Meal Distribution programs fight food waste while nourishing hungry DC residents. 

This year, we will recover and process 800,000 pounds of food that would otherwise go to waste and transform 

it into   1.81 million healthy meals for hungry, at-risk individuals at local homeless shelters, transitional homes, 

afterschool programs, and senior care centers. With your donation, we will provide critical nutrition to 5,000 of 

our city’s at-risk children, adults, and seniors each day. 
  

As a DC Central Kitchen supporter, you know we will never end hunger with food alone. Our Culinary Job 

Training program addresses the root cause of hunger and unemployment: poverty. We train 100 unemployed 

adults for new careers in the culinary field each year. Our 2015 graduates are earning an average wage of $12 

an hour.  

  

We’ve helped many of our graduates find work right here with us at DC Central Kitchen, where we’re proud 

to pay all of our staff a living wage. At our 2nd St. Kitchen, our staff prepare 5,000 daily meals for our partner 

social service agencies.  At our Nutrition Lab, our Healthy School Foods team serves up 7,300 healthy, scratch-

cooked meals each day for low-income children in 12 DC schools.  

  

Your support makes our work possible. Thank you for believing in our mission and joining us in making Wash-

ington, DC a stronger, more inclusive city for everyone.  Please contact me about making further donations or if 

you would like to visit the kitchen. 

 

Sincerely,  

  

Amy Bachman 

Director of Procurement  



 

Redeemer Family, 

Zack, Tracy, and I wish to express our profound thanks to our Redeemer Family during this very difficult time for us. 

Your calls, visits, cards, letters, and e-mails with the kind words of sympathy and reinforcement of God’s promise to us 

have lifted our spirits, your meals have nourished us, and most importantly your prayers have sustained us. Our Pastor 

has been by our side throughout and her actions and words only confirm our knowledge that she is the shining star that 

guides all of us.  Our family and friends from outside the church cannot stop gushing about the hospitality, music, and 

words spoken during the uplifting memorial service and reception for Matthew hosted by Redeemer. Redeemer is 

blessed and those blessings are very evident to our family.  

Thank You.  

Zack, Tracy, and Dean Graves 

Message from Marlon 

May was a great month of outreach/outreach awareness at RLC. We ended the month of April strong, as we provided 

food for 30 families in need while partnering with Britepaths food assistance program as well as helping to stock the 

SHARE food pantry. We then entered into the month of May just as strong. May was a month where we as a church 

brought awareness to our community and our members about the importance of serving the refugees among us. 

Our High School youth helped in order to present a Refugee Awareness program for the Sunday School youth. Stations 

were set up in the gym, classrooms and fellowship hall. The younger children visited each station to see what it’s like to 

be a refugee. Each station offered some kind of refugee experience, whether it was the music, food, learning some of the 

language, playing and making their own games etc. As well as educational teaching and real life video clips and testi-

monies. 

The following week we partnered with Lutheran Social Services (LSS) and Lutheran Immigration and Refugee services 

(LIRS) and put on an amazing interactive simulation educational event in order to teach about the experiences of refu-

gees before and after they settle here in the United States. All who came had the opportunity to place themselves in the 

shoes of a refugee and experience fleeing their homeland, and the complicated and almost impossible task of seeking 

asylum, and then learning about the real challenges they face once they arrive here in the USA. 

The Bible says a lot about refugees: 

Treat refugees the way you would like to be treated. 

When a foreigner resides among you in your land, do not mistreat them. The foreigner 

residing among you must be treated as your native-born. Love them as yourself, for you were foreigners in Egypt 

(Leviticus 19:33,34). 

 

We Should Love Foreigners - After All, God Does Too 

He defends the cause of the fatherless and the widow, and loves the foreigner residing 

among you, giving them food and clothing. And you are to love those who are foreigners, for you yourselves 

were foreigners in Egypt. (Deuteronomy 10:18-19) 

 

Do Not Abuse Foreigners 

Do not oppress a foreigner; you yourselves know how it feels to be foreigners, because 

you were foreigners in Egypt. (Exodus 23:9) 

 

Open your door to the traveller 

No stranger had to spend the night in the street, for my door was always open to the traveler (Job, discussing his de-

votion to God) (Job 31:32) 

 

Love the refugee/Love your neighbor 

For the entire law is fulfilled in keeping this one command: "Love your neighbor as yourself." (Galatians 5:14) 

 

I am so very proud of our church and our youth for serving so well! Also, a special thank you to Deanna Heier who 

helped to co-ordinate a lot of this. 



 

Social Concerns Ministry  

On Saturday, May 13, the Social Concerns Committee hosted 

our first-ever Refugee Experience Event for members of Re-

deemer and the community. Approximately 25 people, includ-

ing six grade school children, spent two hours in a simulation 

event that started with having to flee their homes under threat 

of war outside, journeying to a refugee camp, and then decid-

ing whether to stay, leave on foot, or take their chances by raft 

across the sea. Experts from Lutheran Immigration and Refu-

gee Services (LIRS) and Lutheran Social Services (LSS) were 

on hand to educate participants about what refugees experi-

ence once they leave their homes and what life is like for the 

small percentage of those who are able to resettle in the U.S. 

After the simulation, participants reflected on what they expe-

rienced and learned.  Many were shocked to learn that the av-

erage refugee spends 17 years in a camp, and only one half of 

one percent of the world’s refugees is ever resettled in another 

country. Others were curious to learn more about how LSS 

helps refugees who arrive in Northern Virginia become self-

sufficient in three months, their goal for all new arrivals. 

Before going home, everyone enjoyed a multi-cultural lunch as 

a community, talking about how the experience impacted 

them, what more that want to do to help, and how they can 

work to raise awareness.  

PARTNER for SURGERY thanks you so much for  your  generous 

donations to the post-op gift bags. We are well supplied now for the 

children ages 2-18. Last year we added another age group to our pro-

ject:  the Newborns and the One Year Olds!! We do not have much of 

an inventory for the items that go into the bags for this age group, so 

we are asking for your help once again. Please put as many items as 

you can into our red box located in front of Fellowship Hall before 

Linda and Frank Peterson make their next trip to Guatemala in July. 

We need: Baby Pacifiers, Baby Rattles, Baby Teethers, and Baby Sox.  

REDEEMER HOSTS SUCCESSFUL REFUGEE EXPERIENCE EVENT 



 

Vacation Bible School 2017 

 

We are excited to be offering Vacation Bible School again this summer for children ages 3-12!   

VBS at Redeemer will be July 24-28 from 9:30am-12:30pm.  

Our theme this year is Jesus Gathers Us Together focusing on Jesus as our shepherd. 

Registration for Redeemer members begins May 1st. 

Registration will open for community members June 5th. 

Registration forms will be available in the church office or by email request to elizabethccarroll@gmail.com 

You must submit a hard copy to the church office, electronic submissions will not be accepted. 

There is a $30 fee to cover supplies due at time of registration. 

Space is limited and classes will be filled on a first come, first serve basis. 

If you have any additional questions, or would like to volunteer your time or talents to VBS please contact 

Elizabeth Carroll elizabethccarroll@gmail.com (703)455-3225 

  HABITAT for HUMANITY is gear ing up for  a tremendous surge in building.   Exciting news!   

Habitat for Humanity of NoVA is on track to build more homes than ever over the next few years, starting 

now with both single-family and multiple dwelling units. This means a larger number of volunteers are need-

ed. Please consider volunteering. This is a perfect time of year for first-time volunteers as well as repeat vol-

unteers: 

 

 June 10 (Sat. 8:40am - 3:30pm) Reston VA 20191  

 July 12 (Wed. 8:30am - 3:30pm) Alexandria VA 22306  

 August 19  (Sat. 8:30am - 3:30pm) Alexandria VA 22306 

 September 13 (Wed. 8:30am - 3:30pm) Alexandria VA 22306  

 

Renovate a home with other volunteers and the partner family. No construction experience is necessary. Tools 

will be provided or bring your own.  Must be 16 or older. Friends, neighbors, and co-workers welcome!  Sig-

nup at http://tinyurl.com/Habitat-IC or contact Lynn Barth at 703-346-8012 or lynnbarth@gmail.com, to sign 

up for this build or to get on the mailing list for future builds 

mailto:elizabethccarroll@gmail.com
mailto:elizabethccarroll@gmail.com


 

 
Thu 6/01 6:30p MOJO Volleyball   PH 
  7:00p Bell Choir   MSA 
  7:45p Traditional Choir   MSB 
  8:30p Men’s Basketball   PH 
 
Fri 6/02 1:30p Prayer Shawl Ministry  LI 
 
Sun 6/04 8:30a Traditional Worship   NA 
  9:45a Contemporary Worship   NA 
  11:00a Traditional Worship   NA 
  12:15p Redeemer Picnic   RLC 
  2:00p Book Club   LI 
  3:00p  Cub Scouts 861   CR 
   
Mon 6/05 6:30p Aerobics    CR 
  6:30p MOJO Volleyball   PH 
 
Tue 6/06 8:00a Prayer Time   NA 
  10:00a Faith Alive   CF 
  12:00p Rotary    FH 
  5:00p Sunshine Academy   CL 
  6:30p MOJO Volleyball   PH 
  7:15p Boy Scout Troop 1916  FH 
  
Wed 6/07 9:30a Quilting    FH 
  6:30p MOJO Volleyball   PH 
  7:00p Hadi Meditation   CL 
  7:00p Stop Hunger Now Meeting  LI 
  7:15p Bible Study   CR 
  8:00p Al-Anon    CL 
 
Thu 6/08 6:30p MOJO Volleyball   PH 
  7:00p Bell Choir   MSA 
  7:45p Traditional Choir   MSB 
  8:30p Men’s Basketball   PH 
 
Fri  6/09 6:30p Youth Grades 4-6   PH 
 
Sat 6/10 8:00a McLean H.S. Car Wash  RLC 
  2:00p Recital    NA 
 
Sun 6/11 8:30a Traditional Worship   NA 
  9:45a Contemporary Worship   NA 
  11:00a Traditional Worship   NA 
  1:00p MOJO Volleyball   PH 
  3:00p Recital    NA 
  4:00p Girl Scouts   MSA 
  7:00p Recital    NA 
    
Mon 6/12 6:30p Aerobics    CR 
  6:30p MOJO Volleyball   PH 
  7:30p Congregational Council Meeting CR 
   
Tue  6/13 8:00a Prayer Time   NA 
  12:00p Rotary    FH 
  5:30p Sunshine Academy   CL 
  6:00p Langley Residential   CR 
  6:30p MOJO Volleyball   PH 
  7:00p Finance and Administration  LI 
  7:15p Boy Scouts   FH 
   
Wed 6/14 6:30p MOJO    PH 
  7:15p Bible Study   CR 
  7:00p Hadi Meditation   CL 
  8:00p Al-Anon    CL 
 
Thu 6/15 6:30p MOJO Volleyball   PH 
  7:00p Bell Choir   MSA 
  7:45p Traditional Choir   MSB 
  8:30p Men’s Basketball   PH 

 
Fri 6/16 1:30p Prayer Shawl Ministry  LI 
 
Sat 6/17 6:00p High School Youth Group  PH 
 
Sun 6/18 9:00a Traditional Worship   NA 
  10:30a Contemporary Worship   NA 
  1:00p MOJO Volleyball   PH 
     
Mon  6/19 6:30p Aerobics    CR 
  6:30p I Drive Smart   CL 
  6:30p MOJO    PH 
 
Tue 6/20 8:00p Prayer Time   NA 
  12:00p Rotary    FH 
  5:00p Sunshine Academy   CL 
  6:30p I Drive Smart   CL 
  6:30p MOJO Volleyball   PH 
  7:00p McLean Orchestra   CR 
  7:15p Boy Scout Troop 1916  FH 
 
Wed 6/21 9:30a Quilting Group   FH 
  6:30p I Drive Smart   CL 
  6:30p MOJO Volleyball   PH 
  7:00p Hadi Meditation   CL 
  7:15p Bible Study   CR 
  8:00p Al-Anon    CL 
 
Thu 6/22 6:30p I Drive Smart   CL 
  6:30p MOJO Volleyball   PH 
  7:00p Bell Choir   MSA 
  7:45p Traditional Choir   MSB 
  8:30p Men’s Basketball   PH 
 
Fri 6/23 6:30p I Drive Smart   CL 
 
Sun 6/25 9:00a Traditional Worship   NA 
  10:30a Contemporary Worship   NA 
  1:00p MOJO Volleyball   PH 
 
Mon 6/26 8:30a Fairfax Collegiate   RLC 
  6:30p Aerobics    CR 
  6:30p I Drive Smart   CL 
  6:30p MOJO Volleyball   PH 
 
Tue 6/27 8:00a Prayer Time   NA 
  8:30a Fairfax Collegiate 
  12:00p Rotary    FH 
  6:30p MOJO Volleyball   PH 
  7:00p Stoneleigh Association  MSA 
  
 
Wed 6/28 8:30a Fairfax Collegiate   RLC 
  6:30p I Drive Smart   CL 
  6:30p MOJO Volleyball   PH 
  7:00p Hadi Meditation   CL 
  8:00p Al-Anon    CL 
 
Thur 6/29 8:30a Fairfax Collegiate   RLC 
  6:30p I Drive Smart   CL 
  6:30p MOJO Volleyball   PH 
  8:30p Men’s Basketball   PH 
 
Fri 6/30 8:30a Fairfax Collegiate   RLC 
  6:30p I Drive Smart   CL 
  
 
 
 
   
 


