RE:fcc
MONTHLY NEWSLETTER OF FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
FEBRUARY 2018

Church Events
02.01 - Ladies Book Club
02.03 - Movie Date Night

SPRING 2018

02.04 - Elder’s Meeting

FAMILY NIGHT - PART 2

02.08 - Ladies Quilting

Beginning February 21, we will start our second part of Spring Family
Night classes. Jeff will continue with “Our Roots Run Deep”, Craig will
finish up “The Kingdom”, and Glenn Jackson will be presenting “Future
Family” by Andy Stanley.
Come have a great meal and join any one of these classes!

Griefshare starts
02.09 - Men’s Night @ Oil Belt
02.16 - Grades 4-6 Movie Night
02.18 - Mission Meeting
Taco Tuesday - H.S. lunch hours
Family Night - Every Wednesday
Meal - 5:45 pm
Classes - 6:30 pm
Griefshare - Every Thursday
Ladies Quilting - 2nd & 4th Thursday
Bulletin - Every Friday @ 8:30 am
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CRAIG’S COLUMN
CRAIG@FCCFAIRFIELD.COM
What is the most powerful force of which you are aware? My mind can think of many things that are powerful or strong. Tornadoes, hurricanes, tsunamis,
and earthquakes all come to mind. Water also comes to mind as one of the most powerful forces on earth. It can sweep away houses, create vast
canyons, split granite, and make the dreaded potholes that we experience after winter. There are many powerful forces at work in our world, but I think
probably the most powerful force would be love.
In our culture the month of February has become a month we think of love. Our hearts and minds turn toward Valentines Day and those in our families we
love. Spouses, children, parents, and others cause us to think how much they mean to us and take action to make them aware of our love. We take time
to scan the store display seeking just the right words printed on just the right card to share the feelings that we have in our hearts. We may also pick up
flowers or candy for the people we love. Most of us know that love reaches out far beyond just our family.
Love is learned in many ways. But the best way to understand love is to know the one who created us to love.
“Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. Whoever does not
love does not know God, because God is love. This is how God showed his love among us: he sent his one and only Son into the world
that we might live through him. This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.
Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another . No one has ever seen God; but if we love one
another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us.” 1 John 4:7 – 12
God challenges us in this short but powerful Scripture in so many ways. He helped us understand what real love is by sending his Son to die for us. And
his love toward us should motivate us to follow His example and love one another. In the book of Romans, Paul shares how we can love.
“Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Honor one another above
yourselves. Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.
Share with God’s people who are in need. Practice hospitality.” Romans 12:9 – 13
Putting love into practice is a daily choice. Love is not reserved for a specific month or a specific day. It is to be practiced daily toward those who are
closest to us but Jesus challenges us to love our enemies. It’s always important to remember God loved us when we were unlovely, and this should spur
us on to show love to whomever we come in contact. So let us go through our daily lives loving people and giving God the honor. Jesus reminded us of the
greatest things we can do to follow God, to love God and to love our neighbor.

PARISH NURSE
It’s the season for colds and influenza again, and a lot of people have them. Both colds and influenza are viruses that live in your respiratory tract (nose,
lungs, throat). Anytime you talk, cough or sneeze, those tiny pieces are carried out on the air. A cough or sneeze can push the virus particles up to 6 feet
from you, meaning anyone or anything within 6 feet will get some virus on them. So what’s the big deal about coughs and fever? For most healthy people,
it’s nothing more than the inconvenience of feeling terrible for a few days and it passes. But for others, it can mean becoming deathly ill. Those who are
chronically sick (for example cancer, asthma, diabetes, heart disease) or the very old and very young, or pregnant women are most at risk for complications
from influenza. They may become dehydrated because food and drink just don’t appeal. As the virus settles in their respiratory tract and the body fights it,
other viruses or bacteria can move in too and a weak immune system can’t fight both. So pneumonia, ear or sinus infections start as well.
Besides never leaving your house or always wearing a mask and gloves in public, there are some simple things to protect yourself and others. Get a flu
shot. Even if it isn’t the exact match for the influenza going around this year, it provides you a head start fighting relat ed viruses. Don’t go out in public if
you are coughing or feverish. If you need groceries or medications, call and ask someone to pick it up for you and set it on your door step. If you have to
go out, wear a mask so you don’t pass the virus on to others. Turn your head away from coughs and sneezes. Cover your coughs and sneezes in the
crook of your elbow or with a Kleenex to prevent the virus from showering those around you. Wash your hands frequently or use hand sanitizer. Don’t
shake hands with people or give hugs.
Symptoms include cough, fever and chills, feeling overly tired, body aches, sore throat, headaches, and runny or stuffy nose. Vomiting, diarrhea, ear or
throat pain are more common in kids. If you have symptoms, call your doctor to get a flu swab done to verify influenza rather than a bad cold. Use a
vaporizer to put moisture in the air. For fevers, Tylenol or Motrin, a lukewarm bath or shower, stripping extra layers of clothing off so heat isn’t trapped
inside your body. Lots of water! When you are sick, your body uses extra water. Popsicles, jello, soup, grapes, anything that’s drippy and juicy will have
water for your body to use. Disinfect your house: wipe down counters, remote controls, toys, tablets, phones; wash sheets and pillowcases; run pillows,
stuffed animals and anything else you can’t wash through a dryer to kill the virus.
Tamiflu is a common prescription given to those with influenza. It works best when started within the first 2 days. Antibiotics won’t work against a cold or
influenza since antibiotics only work against bacteria and influenza is a virus. It takes 2-4 days from the time you are exposed to influenza before you show
symptoms. Expect to be sick 7-10 days, the worst are the first 3-5 days. You can pass influenza to others even before any symptoms show up and for 5-7
days after you get sick.
When do you need the emergency department? When your symptoms get better, then return with fever and worse cough. When you can’t eat, drink or
catch your breath. When you have dizziness, confusion, continuous vomiting, pain or pressure in your abdomen or chest, bluish tinge to your skin, or fever
with a rash. In someone else, when they won’t wake up or aren’t interacting like normal, when a child is so irritable they refuse to be held or comforted, or
not as many wet diapers as normal.

MEN’S NIGHT AT OILBELT
“MAN-UP: ACT LIKE MEN”
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 9
MEAL @ 6:00 PM
PROGRAM @ 7:00 PM
COST: $20
SPEAKER:
DANNY WOLFORD
WORSHIP:
ELM STREET CHRISTIAN CHURCH
DEADLINE TO SIGN UP: JANUARY 31

Saturday, February 3 at 6:00 pm, you have an opportunity to
catch a movie here at FCC while the kids go upstairs to the
Kidz Klub and have their own activities. The movie will be
“Hidden Figures”. . . the story of a team of female
African-American mathematicians who served a vital role in
NASA during the early years of the U.S. space program.

BUS WILL LEAVE AT 5:15 PM

NEXT OFFERING:
SUNDAY
FEBRUARY 11

Elder’s Meeting

Ladies Quilting

Blood Pressure Readings

Mission Meeting

Family Night

February 4

2nd & 4th Thursdays

February 11

February 18

Every Wednesday

4:30 pm

5:00 pm

After 8 & 10 am services

4:30 pm

5:45 pm meal

UL #113

UL #103

Foyer

E Basement

6:30 pm classes

GriefShare is for people grieving the death of a
family member or friend. If you’ve lost a spouse,
child, family member, or friend, you’ve probably
found there are not many people who understand
the deep hurt you feel. This can be a confusing
time when you feel isolated and have many
questions about things you’ve never faced before.
GriefShare can help. Sessions will begin on
Thursday, February 8 at 6:30 pm in classroom
E #111. We will be meeting every Thursday at the
same time and location. If you, or someone you
know, could benefit from this ministry please plan
to attend. Shirley Miller and Max Dee Green are
the leaders, see them or call the church office with
any questions.

THURSDAY
FEBRUARY 1
6 PM LIBRARY

February 2018
SUN

MON

4

TUE

5

4:30 pm Elder’s Meeting

11

12

WED

THU

FRI

SAT

1
6:00 pm Ladies Book
Club

2
8:30 am Bulletin

3
6:00 pm Community
Impact Movie Date
Night

9

10

6

7

8

11:05 am Taco Tuesday

5:45 pm Family Night

5:00 pm Ladies Quilting Adult Mission Trip
6:30 pm Griefshare

8:30 am Bulletin
6:00 pm Men’s Night @
Oil Belt
MPR, East basement,
classrooms in use

13

14

15

16

17

11:05 am Taco Tuesday

5:45 Family Night

6:30 pm Griefshare

8:30 am Bulletin

East basement in use

Grades 4 - 6 Movie Night

18
4:30 pm Mission
Meeting

19

20

21

22

11:05 am Taco Tuesday

5:45 pm Family Night

25

26

27

28

East basement in use

East basement in use

11:05 am Taco Tuesday

5:45 pm Family Night

4 - 9 pm MPR in use

23
5:00 pm Ladies Quilting 8:30 am Bulletin &
Newsletter
6:30 pm Griefshare

24
3 - 7 pm East
basement in use

Elder & Deacon Schedule
8:00 am

10:15 am

Clinton Legg

Clinton Legg

1 - Chuck Coget

2 - Jim Gruner

3 - Rick Doty

1 - Doug Aman

2 - Ryan Duckworth

3 - Carl Hayes

4 - Steve Liston

5 - Jim Meritt

6 - Herb Fenton

7 - Jess Duckworth

8 - Steve Long

9 - Alan Kemp

10 - Bob Hall

11 - John Basnett

12 - Jerry Carter

Jr. Worship

Royce Carter

Bryce Kovacich

Hospital

Doyle Hucker

Steve Courtright

Homes

Joe Holman

Kevin Kakac

Average Attendance

December 2017
Fund

Beginning Balance

Income

Expense

Ending Balance

01 General

$162,221

80,729

49,692

$193,258

02 Mission

$62,624

56,890

21,632

$224,845

137,619

71,324

Totals

4 - Bruce Reeves

January 2018
Sunday School

169

$97,882

Morning Worship

327

$291,140

Evening Worship

104

Communion

NURSERY SCHEDULE
8:00
Week 1
0-1
year
1-2 years

Matta Gray
Volunteer
Needed

2-3 years

9:00

10:00

6:00

Kevin & Sharmila Kakac
Mike & Becky Duckworth

Cristy Pearce
Barbara Bozarth

Amy & Ryan Duckworth,

Caleb & Diana
Higginbotham

Cam & Melissa Simpson

Melissa & Cam
Simpson

Jeff & Tara Billington

Frances Carter
Volunteer Needed

Stephen & Terry Prizer

Baptism

Young Married
Small Group

Week 2
0-1
year
1-2 years

Toby Hucker
Diana Higginbotham

2-3 years

Caleb & Diana
Higginbotham

Kelly Basnett

Melissa & Cam
Simpson

Jeremy & Hillary Vaughan

Pam Holman
Sonja Hall

Jackie & Cindy Grepares

Junior Church
Pre-K – 5yrs
Terri Shreve

Hilary Vaughan
Stacey Robbins

Week 3
0-1
year
1-2 years

Drew Vaupel
Volunteer
Needed

2-3 years

Child Check-in Assistants

Caleb & Diana
Higginbotham

Jodi & McKenna Poole

Melissa & Cam
Simpson

Jerry & Norma Vaughan

Connie Mitchell
Shirley Miller

Judy Griswold
Crystal Overbee

Caleb & Diana
Higginbotham

Cheryl Basnett
Lori Kovacich

Melissa & Cam
Simpson

Bob & Dena Hall

Julie Aman

Sonja Hall
Julie Aman

Teresa Courtright

Nursery Laundry

Week 4
0-1
year

1-2 years

Carol Jackson
Toby Hucker

2-3 years

Callie Carter

Chair Team
Connie Reid
Jean Duckworth

Jess Duckworth

Bus Driver
Steve Long

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS
If your birthday is not listed please call the office with month, day & year of birth so we can update our records

February 1

February 7

February 13

Phil Helm

Paula McKelvy

Jenny Lee

Tim Smith

February 3
Nick Carter

Karlie Taylor
February 8

Joel Ethridge

Mary Bruce

Betty Stallings

Mark Grepares

February 4

Van Griffith

February 19

February 25

Sherry Downer

Brock Lewis

Irene Fansler

Ruth Puckett

Janet Shelton

Kylie Green

February 14

February 20

Cristy Bunting

Mike Borah

February 15

February 21

Ethan Kakac

Kara Blanton

Heather Owen

Trisha Griffith

February 9

Mary Smith

Remi Taylor

Jordan White

Daltin Spicer

February 10

February 16

February 5

Jason Gualdoni

Liv Carter

John Braddock

Peyton Owen

Spencer Overbee

James Griffith

Jack Tullis

Donnie Young

Liam Legg
Anthony Vaughan

February 18
Alice Bruce
Brian Hucker

February 22
Lori Kovacich
Taylann Kovacich
Jim Pollard

Brayson Price
February 26
Evan Barbre
Dorothy Meritt
Sarah Molt
Christine Reid
February 27
Helen Reeves
Norma Vaughan

February 23
John Hodge

February 28
Sara McGehee

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
CALEB@FCCFAIRFIELD.COM
We live in an age of technology, and for the most part that is extremely beneficial. For example, finding new information has
never been so easy to do, especially because now we all carry computers in our pockets (let’s be honest, that’s what phones
are now). Unfortunately, as is true with most things, with the numerous benefits there are drawbacks if you’re not careful.
This isn’t a message about putting your phone down, rather it’s that I want to put some important information in to the hands
of parents. The biggest drawback that I know of is the dangerous apps that our children have access to. I found out about two
such apps this week and wanted to let parents know about these apps so that they could ensure the well being of their
children.

Ask.fm: A question and answering service that gives tweens and teens the
opportunity to ask and answer controversial questions anonymously. This site is
highly integrated with popular social networking sites like Facebook, Tumblr and
Twitter. Users can invite their friends and followers to ask them questions by
posting links on their timelines or Twitter feeds. Unfortunately, and sadly this
site is ripe with abuse and has been linked to several incidents that have
resulted in suicide. Ask.fm’s age requirement 13 years old.

Periscope App: Periscope enables kids to live stream right from their phone.
When a child, tween, or teen hits record, anyone that uses this app can watch
them live. The potential for misuse is extreme including accessing inappropriate
content, posting inappropriate content, and posting personal information. There
is an option for private broadcast. Make sure that your 13+ teen is using this
setting. There are other similar apps like MeerKat and YouNow (18+).

4TH-6TH GRADE MOVIE NIGHT
Parents! The 4th-6th Grade will be having a movie
night on Friday, February 16th at 5:00 pm. There
will be snacks, games, a movie, and an exciting
time! We want to invite your kids and their friends.
The event is free of charge and the movie is Cloudy
With a Chance Of Meatballs! Your kids won’t want
to miss out.
Oh yeah, and the best part? It’s completely free!

STUDENT MINISTRY
JAKE@FCCFAIRFIELD.COM

The Vine Conference is geared for High School students. It is a time of dynamic worship, interactive breakouts, engaging
sessions and much more. Students can expect to leave the conference encouraged, challenged and spurred on in their
faith.
The Vine will be April 6-7 on Lincoln Christian University’s campus. This will give high school students a chance to
experience the college atmosphere. The cost for this trip is $35 by March 12. All you have to do is call the church office to
register.

It is hard to imagine but Believe is just around the corner and I cannot wait! Just in
case you have never heard of Believe, it is an action packed weekend of worship,
teaching and games specifically tailored for junior high students. This entire
weekend takes place in a large auditorium where they will worship with thousands
of students their age.
This year the theme will focus on our relationship WITH Jesus. Students will be able
to learn how real life comes from a right relationship with Jesus Christ. Through that
relationship, the bonds of anxiety, depression, loneliness, rejection and
abandonment are broken. This conference will provide small group time for them
to process all that they are learning. Your child will come away with a better
understanding of what it means to follow Christ and how to have a full relationship
with Him.
Believe will be held in Springfield, IL on March 2-3. It is only $49 to go if they sign up by Feb. 14. Talk to your teen today so we
can make room for them on this incredible weekend. Believe is always a weekend our students remember and look forward to!
If you have any questions, you can contact me at (618) 842-4311 or at jake@fccfairfield.com. You can sign them up easily by
going to http://bit.ly/2Do3Ye3.

Every Wednesday night, at 6:30, 6th –12th grade students will have the ability to
come and participate in an interactive worship night. Abide is a time for students to
lay aside homework, sports, Instagram and everything else that consumes their day
to sit and interact with God.
Abide is focused on recognizing who God is, recognizing who we are, and
recognizing what Christ did for us. With those three key guideposts, students have
three stations that allow them to interact with God. They have an art station that
helps them focus on attributes of God. They can worship through praise that is led
by Nate Carter and Kami Butcher. They also have an interactive prayer room that
helps them read scripture and pray. All these elements are filled with Scripture.

“A Night to Remember" is a party honoring those with special needs (including: Down Syndrome, Cerebral Palsy, Autism, etc.).
These individuals become the "Honored Guests" for the night (Friday, March 2, 2018 from 6:00pm – 8:00pm). The goal for this free
event is to love and celebrate individuals with special needs (over the age of 16) by throwing them a party. The evening giv es them
a chance to enjoy food, games and even some dancing with their “buddies” from the church.
The role of their “buddies” is to accompany them from station to station and help them participate in games, help them with filling
their plates, and going to the photo booth for fun pictures. They will also have a chaperone from their home accompany them, but we
would also like to pair them with a “buddy” from church. Other volunteer opportunities are helping with food in the kitchen a nd
working in the game area.
This FREE event is designed to celebrate our guests, who sometimes feel marginalized, while throwing a party that will become a
highlight of their life! Volunteer sign-ups for “A Night to Remember” will be coming out soon, so be watching the bulletin and
Facebook page and be ready to volunteer to make a difference in someone’s life.
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