
     
June 21st a local group will begin our journey to the Oberammergau Passion Play in Germany. We’ll be joined by 

groups from Chicago, IL and Coon Rapids, MN. Before arriving in Oberammergau, we’ll visit Budapest, Hungary, Prague, Czech 
Republic, Bratislava, Slovakia, and several sites in Germany: Nürnberg, Rothenburg ob der Tauber, Heidelberg, Neuschwanstein 
Castle, and a Rhine River Cruise.  

The Oberammergau Passion Play has been performed every year from 1634 to 1680, and every ten years since 1680, 
with a few exceptions. One of the exceptions is this year, postponed from 2020 due to the pandemic. Other cancellations occurred 
in 1920 during WWI, and in 1944 during WWII. Inhabitants of the village of Oberammergau, in the Bavarian region of Germany 
present this play all summer for audiences converging from every corner of the globe.  

The outdoor theatre holds an audience of 5,000. The village itself has a population of only 5,000, and over 2,000 of 
them participate in the play - with 1,500 on-stage, and the others working behind the scenes. It all began when the Black Death 
Plague came to the village in 1633, and about 21% of the villagers died. In their grief, villagers vowed to present the Passion Play, 
and the story of Jesus Christ regularly from that time forward. It is a vow the village of Oberammergau has kept to this day. 

This journey will bring us to one of the great celebrations of our faith in the world. 
If you are interested in a future journey, a trip to the Holy Land may be planned for 2024. For more information, or to 

express possible interest, contact me. 
At times in life we sometimes think that we will arrive. We will come to the destination. We will be fulfilled and all will 

be well. That will be the day when we will find peace in our hearts, peace in our homes, peace in our land, and peace in the world. 
That will be the day when goals will have been met and dreams realized. It will be the day we have waited and longed for, hoping 
beyond hope that it would come. John Lennon, the musician, once said, “Life is what happens when you are busy making other 
plans.”  

We could spend our whole lives musing about this imagined dreamy day. Or, we could live the journey and try to savor 
every moment that we’re given. Agatha Burgess lived in Buffalo, SC. Though 80 years old, she rose every morning at 5a.m. to 
cook. She prepared food each day which “Meals on Wheels” volunteers took to home-bound people. In addition, she fed anyone 
else who came to her door. She charged $2.75 per meal which almost allowed her to break even. Many people asked Agatha why 
at her age she didn't just sit down and rest. She replied, "I want to be a person who lives by the side of the road and is a friend to 
man. I can serve my Lord by helping other people. I'm going to rest in heaven."  

Growing up, my mom had a saying she loved and it confronted us time and again from its perch on our dining room 
wall. “Each day is a gift from God, make it blossom and grow into a thing of beauty.” In this season when spring is slowly 
bursting forth all around us, take a moment and contemplate your life, and the lives of those around you while you enjoy the apple 
blossoms and daffodils. And, as the people in the village of Oberammergau did in 1634, vow to live your faith boldly. 

Jesus met a man on the street one day who had been going about his life—business as usual. Zacchaeus lived in the 
town of Jericho. His days were actually spent collecting taxes for the authorities, considered to be a man of means, and very 
influential. On one particular day he paused from his routine. He’d heard Jesus was coming near, and though he was not a 
follower, he wanted to catch even a glimpse of him.  

As Jesus neared the tree—into which the vertically challenged Zaccheaus climbed so he could see - Jesus looked up at 
Zacchaeus and invited him to come down. Jesus wanted to spend some time with him at his home. As they visited a life was 
changed. As Zacchaeus came to know Jesus, his life was transformed and everything in his life changed. One of the first things he 
did was to look beyond himself, to the poor and those in need to determine how he might help, and he used the gift of his life—as 
well as the gift of his means - to change a life or two along his way. 

Life is a journey. 
We may often think we know where we want to end up. We have something in mind. Often what we dream of is 

something so temporary—so fleeting. 
For Zacchaeus it was no longer about arriving at a destination he had determined for his life. Now it was about living 

the life God lay before his eyes everyday. He had taken the time to get to know the one who gave it all. All of it would now lead to 
a new day, not only here but hereafter. The destination we long for is with God. 

Augustine once said, “Our hearts are restless, until they find rest in you, O God.”  Pr. Michael Sparby
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PINE CREEK WELCA 
 9:30a, Sunday, June 12th 

Hostesses: Pat Bechard & Jenna Bartels 

SAND CREEK WELCA Offering 
Monday, June 13th 

CIRCLES 
Eve:  NO June & July meetings 
Sophia: 9:30a Thursday, June 2nd/SC 

   COMFORTERS:  8:30a Mondays/Sand Creek Site 

STEWARDSHIP: Baby Care Kits 
GREATEST NEED:  6-18 mos. sleepers & t-shirts 

2 lightweight cotton t-shirts 
2 long/short-sleeved gowns or sleepers with NO FEET 
2 receiving blankets of medium weight cotton, flannel or   
   crochet/knit with lightweight yarn up to 52” sq. 
4 cloth diapers (flat-fold) 
1 jacket, sweater/sweatshirt with a hood or include baby cap 
2 pair socks 
1 dark color hand towel 
2 bath-size bars (4-5oz) Ivory soap in original wrapping 
2 diaper pins 
$1.30 Shipping 

“On behalf of all who benefit from your generosity, thank you for 
your donations of beautiful quilts and personal care items to the 
Chetek food shelf.  Know your thoughtful support makes a real 
difference in the lives of community members and your neighbors 
in need.”             -Chetek Food Shelf 5-23-22 

ELCA Women’s Retreat at Luther Park 
June 8th & 9th   

Early Bird registration $75 before May 31st and $80 thereafter. 
Registration & payment due June 1st.  Forms available in the 
fellowship halls. 

Men’s Group “Thank You” 
“Thank you to all who participated in the pancake breakfast from 
donors, workers and guests!”        -Clyde Allison, Chair 

Fishers of Men  
ALL ages welcome to join Men’s Group! 

“Do not fear, only believe."  -Mark 5: 36b (NRSV) 
 One morning last summer I was looking out the 
kitchen window.  I saw this grown cat crossing the highway.  
Not much later “she” came back bringing with her two half-
grown kittens.  I would see them off and on through the fall 
and winter.  Being a softie, I set out food and water on the 
front porch.  I wouldn’t see them every day, but often.  When I 
did see them up closer, there was fear in their eyes.  They 
have not learned to trust me.  They are trusting that there will 
be food and water waiting, but no trust for me.  Sense of 
survival in not contingent on getting close to me. 
 A few weeks ago the mama cat came checking out the 
front porch.  She’s going to have kittens and must need help 
with groceries.  Still when I opened the door, fear was in her 
eyes. 
 Are we that way with our Lord?  Do we show up 
when we see food or other gifts that are there for us every 
day?  Are we afraid there will be catch?  Maybe more will be 
asked of us in return; things we might not want to do?  Are we 
eager to take the good but fear what it will cost? 
 Being carefully aware and taking precautions is not 
to be taken lightly.  Just know Jesus told us to not live in fear.  
He will always be there. 
 Dear Jesus, there is so much to fear in this world.  
Keep us in your protective care.  Help us to trust you in 
everything that we may live in peace.  Amen. 
             -Sue Piotrowski 
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   HEAR OUR PRAYER… 
                   Contact church office with updates 
    Paul Gilberts, Robyn Shipley, Tim Bartels, Ashley Misselt, 
Dwaine Mason, Bill Barten, Dale Paulson, Sharon Lien, 
Marye Hanson, Astrid Sannes, Kristen Anderson 
     Jeff Fladten, Marina Mattison & infant daughter, Mila, Lu 
Weir, Joe Pingel, Anna Saastad, Roman Molls, John Welch, 
David Johnson, Pr. Mike Pancoast, Mason Berres, Dawn 
Mikl-Tio, Janet Pingel, Rachel Gorka, Lynette Emanuel, 
Martha LaVoy, Barry Wittig, Shawn Peil, Lilly Kiel  
Altoona Care Partners: John Homa 
Barron Care & Rehab: Bev Miller 
Bloomer Dove: Gert Berg, Dean Swanson, Mae Sparby, Pat 
Goodremote 
Colfax Health/Rehab: Colleen Schwegman, Inez Schrader, 
Dorrene Knutson, Ilene Pingel 
Dove South/Eau Claire: Lillian Wendlandt 
Home Care: Deloris Paulson 
Military:  Garrett Dillon, Randy Saastad 



4-21-22 Dear friends,  
      After two years of restricted 
movement due to Covid the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Zambia is moving again. 
(Recently I visited Zambia with 
Rev. Dr. Elitha Moyo, ELCA 
Regional Representative for 
Gender Justice and Programs.)  

     Long planned for construction of a church head office, 
sanctuary and parsonage started with a groundbreaking 
ceremony and clearing of the building site at Matero Parish in 
Lusaka. They hope for project completion before the end of the 
year.  
     At Kamwala Parish the LUCSA Infohut Project is ready to 
begin. The Lutheran 
Communion in Southern Africa 
(LUCSA) Infohut Project aims 
for an HIV&AIDS free 
generation designed to teach 
young people computer and life 
skills in a six-month long 
intensive course. In afternoons 
students and community 
members can use the computers and internet.  
   The ELCZa recently welcomed ELCA missionary Pr. Kristin 
Engstrom to serve as Facilitator of Leadership Development & 
Capacity Building. Palm Sunday, Pr. Engstrom encouraged 
women to wave their chitenge cloths like those who shouted 
“Hosanna!” waved palm branches as Jesus entered Jerusalem 
on a donkey.  
     Senior Pr. Rev. Njapau expressed appreciation on behalf of 
the ELCZa to the ELCA for continuing to accompany and 
support the church and people of Zambia.  
     Upstate New York Synod is a companion synod to the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Zambia and the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Zimbabwe.  
     The ELCA is committed to accompanying companion 
churches in Southern Africa as they faithfully engage in 
proclamation of the Gospel, mission outreach and work to 
mitigate impact of poverty, HIV & AIDS, climate change, 
gender-based violence, conflict and Covid in communities they 
serve.     -Photo Credit: Mr. D. Mangenda  

    

Thank you for your prayers, support and participation in God’s mission locally and globally.  
Yours faithfully,  
Rev. Dr. Philip Knutson  
ELCA Regional Representative - Southern Africa/Johannesburg 
My blog page address is:  https://southernafricanconnections.wordpress.com/  
Visit my fundraising page (individuals’ gifts only).  
If donating on behalf of a congregation/organization, visit ELCA.org/MissionaryGiving for online giving. 

5-21-22 Dear friends,  
     Over the past two years, Southern Africa communities 
were hard hit by disasters: cyclones, floods, drought and 
Covid-19 pandemic. Lives were lost and livelihoods affected, 
especially among the poor and most vulnerable.  
     With financial assistance from ELCA Lutheran Disaster 
Response (LDR) the Lutheran Communion in Southern 
Africa (LUCSA) hosted a training workshop in Johannesburg, 
South Africa for bishops and church leaders from regional 
member churches. Focus was developing knowledge and 
competency regarding disaster response and psychosocial 
support. (The Lutheran Communion in Southern Africa is the 
sub-regional expression of the Lutheran World Federation 
(LWF) with 15 member churches across 10 countries.)  
     Conference theme was “Keep watch over yourselves and 
all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers. 
Be shepherds of the church of God.” (Acts 20: 28) Bishops 
spoke of emotional and financial difficulties faced by their 
pastors and congregations during pandemic lockdowns and of 
challenges, as bishops, of being a pastor to pastors when 
movement and personal meetings, including funerals, were 
restricted with communication and income severely limited. 
Also shared was learning new ways of communicating, 
meeting, worshipping, serving and being church.  
     I was honored to be invited as a presenter at the bishops’ 
workshop. We learned about hazards, risk assessment, 
vulnerability, exposure, disaster preparedness, response and 
resilience. We explored our own loss/grief experiences and 
general guidelines for psychosocial and pastoral support. We 
looked at theological resources to help “wounded healers” 
listen, manage stress and nurture healing and hope for those 
traumatized.  
     Bishop Joseph Bvumbwe of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Malawi and president of LUCSA expressed 
appreciation to the ELCA for supporting and accompanying 
LUCSA, the bishops and church leaders of the member 
churches during this time. 



Thank you New Hope delegates,  
Mary Peterson & Juel Smith! 

“Wisdom cries out in the streets; in the public places, wisdom 
raises her voice.”         -Proverbs 1: 20 
 Who are our neighbors? Think deeply about wisdom, 
and the streets where we live and worship.  
 This is the 1st Northwest Synod of WI hybrid assembly 
attended by over 100 via zoom, and approx. 280 in-person. 
 5 resolutions passed during the business meeting. 
1. Care of Creation Green Teams 
2. Intentional conversation about Loving Our Neighbors 
3. Financial Mission Plan (Budget) 
4. Minimum compensation/benefits standards 
5. Constitution By-Law Change 
 2-Year Endowment Fund Appeal invite to entire synod. 
Campaign began April 30th—2024 assembly.  Goal:  raise 
$275,000 in both immediate and pledged gifts.  Established in 
2001, this fund’s purpose is to: 
1.  Encourage whole life stewardship:  receive/manage 

donations, bequests, and charitable gifts from individuals, 
congregations/organizations. 

2. Strengthen/resource synod ministry. 
3. Enhance synod ministry in addition to and apart from budget 

with emphasis on, but not limited to: 
*Equip/support leaders   
  Seminary debt assistance and train lay leaders 
*Strengthen congregational vitality 
  Connect to God, connect to neighbors. 
*Develop next generation ministry—life resources/training. 
 Resolutions updates passed in 2021.  Northwest Synod 
of WI gifts to ELCA World Hunger in 2021 = $387,000.00 
 2022 Assembly offering: $7,942.00 with 1/2 to Malawi 
Pastor’s Academy and 1/2 to “Neighbor to Neighbor” Ministry. 

Details are archived on the synod website “Assembly” page 
http://nwswi.org/2022-synod-assembly  

LOOK AHEAD 
JULY 

Sun. July 3 reg. sch. Hymn Sing/Music  
Sun. July 10 reg. sch.  Guest Speaker: Carol Anderson 
Sun. July 17 1Service at Memorial Park 10a 
              Guest Speaker: Mark Gilberts 
Sun. July 24 reg. sch.  Guest Speaker: John Loy 
Sun. July 31 reg. sch.  Guest: Rev. Gary Hedding 

AUGUST 
Sun. August 7 reg. sch.  Emily Yakesh Baptism 10a 
Sun. August 14 reg. sch. 
Sun. August 21 reg. sch.   
Sun. Aug. 28 reg. sch. Guest: Rev. Nathan Aaseng 
   SEPTEMBER  
Sun. Sept. 4 1Service/SC 10a Labor Day Weekend 
Mon. Sept. 5  Labor Day 
Sun. Sept. 11 reg. sch. - Sunday school begins  
Wed. Sept. 14 6:30p/Confirmation begins/PC Site 
Sun. Sept. 18 reg. sch. 

RECAP

Thank you for your generosity!  
HOW TO GIVE: Post mail, deliver to office, or give 
securely electronically at: https://newhopescpc.org/give. 

TREASURER’S SUMMARY  
Detailed Reports available upon request 

2022   Reg. Income.  Reg. Expense Difference 
Jan-April    $84,142.51       $63,506.65            + $20,635.86 

Last Year Compared  
2021   Reg. Income.  Reg. Expense Difference 
Jan-April    $59,113.64         $53,673.67  - $5,439.97 

*Figures don’t reflect “Other Income/Expense” or Ins/Outs 
from funds designated specifically. Regular income includes 
offerings, mission support, synod, noisy, etc. This depicts  
yearly comparisons to giving/income and ministry expense.   
          Checking Balance:  $41,287.58 (5-26-22) 
  
Kelly Hoff, Hoff Financial Services       kelly@teamhoff.com 
715-455-1968 Prairie Farm          715-637-1968 Barron   

2022 NOISY OFFERINGS 
JANUARY  Disaster Relief   $ 310.44 
FEBRUARY Camp Scholarships      393.23 
MARCH “Food for the Poor”     667.09 
APRIL  Disaster Relief/Ukraine  1,175.22 
MAY  “Beds 4 Kids” 
JUNE  New Hope Crisis Fund 
JULY  5 Local Food Shelves 
AUGUST Benjamin House 

 “Your recent gifts to Lutheran Disaster Response: Ukraine 
enable people to rebuild their lives. Thank you for sharing the 
hope of new life and the fullness of Christ’s joy.” 
-Rev. Robin Brown, Director of Congregational Generosity ELCA 
 5-23-22

New Hope Scholarship Recipients for Luther Park 
 Ella & Katie Audorff 

 Annabella Bartels 
 Sophie Buck 

 Sophia Martinson 
 Maya North 

 Zoe & Noah Nelson 

https://newhopescpc.org/give?fbclid=IwAR0y2h0ZqjWqySwh0EwNZeeZje__4E8RvPImcOoV9QfyQEFS7Wn9TXBpIZc
mailto:kelly@teamhoff.com
http://nwswi.org/2022-synod-assembly


Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

2022
1 2

9:30a/SC 
Sophia

3 4

5 Pentecost—wear red!
8:30a Pine Creek Worship

9:20a Fellowship both sites
SC Host:  Sophia Circle
10a Sand Creek Worship

6
8:30a Comforters

7
7p AA/SC

8 9 10 11
*1p/SC Merline Rufledt 
memorial
*4p Harmon/Austinson 
wedding offsite

12 Holy Trinity 
8:30a Pine Creek Worship

9:20a Fellowship both sites
SC Host:  Sophia Circle
9:30a PC WELCA
10a Sand Creek Worship
Evelynn Buhr Baptism/SC

13
8:30a Comforters
SC WELCA 
offering
7p COUNCIL/SC

14
7p AA/SC

15
Newsletter 
articles due

16 17 18

19 Father’s Day
8:30a Pine Creek Worship

9:20a Fellowship both sites
SC Host:  Men’s Group
10a Sand Creek Worship

20
8:30a Comforters
VBS  6-7p at Sand 
Creek Riverside Park with 
the Ark!       ———>

21 7p AA/SC
Passion Play 
travel departs
Pr Away ’til 8/1
VBS 6-7p

22

VBS 6-7p

23

VBS 6-7p

24 25

26 Rev. Paul Lovestrand
8:30a Pine Creek Worship

9:20a Fellowship both sites
SC Host:  Eve Circle
10a Sand Creek Worship

27
8:30a Comforters

28 
7p AA/SC

29 30

ALTAR GUILD 
PC: Dawn Kunkel & Annette Mason 
SC: Sharon Nelson & Bonnie Peterson (May/June) 

SC COMMUNION ASSISTANTS 
 Sign-up on narthex bulletin board or contact office 
5 
12 Juel Smith 
19 
26    Ben Neilsen 

LECTORS 
 Pine Creek  Sand Creek 
5 Mary Peterson  Susan Paulson  
12 Dawn Kunkel  Juel Smith 
19 Alan Peterson  Doris Tallman 
26 Linda Bilodeau  Alex Timm 

SC OFFERING ASSISTANTS Council Members rotation  
Count attendance, collect offering/lock in bank bag/place in 
office safe. 
1st Sunday June 5th Cathy Davis 
    Marie Swanson 

2nd Sunday June 12th Lou Ann Gilberts 
    Mark Gilberts 

3rd Sunday June 19th Stephani North 
    Kristi Welle 

4th Sunday June 26th Gene Buffington 
    John Loy 
  
5th Sunday   Patti Audorff 
    __________ 

  
SC HOSPITALITY/USHERS: Greet, invite to fellowship 

 JUNE:  Bob/Mary Hanson & Kenny/Sharon Nelson 
   

ELCA Women’s Retreat 
at Luther Park



New Hope Lutheran Church  
E9085 County Road V 
PO BX 85 
Sand Creek, WI 54765 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

                      Vacation Bible School (VBS) “ReNew” 
                           Monday, June 20th—Thursday, June 23rd 
                        6-7pm at Sand Creek Riverside Park with the Ark 
Looking for helpers; especially past and recent confirmands!  Contact church office to volunteer and register kids for planning.  
Nonperishable items will be collected all days of VBS for a food drive to benefit a local food shelter.   -Family Education Committee 

New Hope Council 2022 
President  :  John Loy                 Vice President :  Mark Gilberts 
Secretary :  Marie Swanson  (Becky Loftus, assist.) 
Treasurer :  Kelly Hoff /Hoff Financial   Assistant Treasurer :  Gene Buffington 
Family Education  
Patti Audorff  715-642-2602 skiturtle3@yahoo.com 
Desiree Buck  715-658-1287 tdbuck@chibardun.net 
Kristi Welle  715-658-2303 kristi_welle@yahoo.com  
Stephani North  715-271-6275 stephaniomtvedt@yahoo.com  
Property & Management 
Mark Gilberts  847-650-9364 mark.gilberts4@gmail.com 
Gene Buffington  715-237-2154 buffg@citizens-tel.net   
Joe Bilodeau  715-458-2479 jbilodeau78@hotmail.com  
Lon Christopherson  715-949-1131 londo@chibardun.net  
Stewardship & Evangelism 
Pat Bechard  715-658-1014 paanbe@yahoo.com    
John Loy   715-658-1000  jloy@cwasd.k12.wi.us  
vacancy   ____________ ____________________ 
vacancy   ____________ ____________________ 
Worship & Music 
Cathy Davis  715-949-1817 roncate@chibardun.net 
Lou Ann Gilberts  715-658-1317 louanngilberts@hotmail.com   
Marie Swanson  715-658-1208 mertmarie69@yahoo.com  
Dawn Kunkel  715-949-0065 kunkels-7@hotmail.com 

Pastor Michael D Sparby 715-764-9779 nhpastor@chibardun.net 
Office Hours 9am-1pm 715-658-1470 newhope@chibardun.net 
Pine Creek Church 715-949-1750 E6698 Cty Rd V, Ridgeland 
Website:   www.newhopescpc.org   
Like us on Facebook! 
WORSHIP 
8:30 am/Pine Creek      9:20a Coffee Fellowship + Sunday school       
10 am/Sand Creek          9:20 am Coffee Fellowship   
                                          Sunday school during worship 
Telephone Ministry     1-534-444-4300 (Eau Claire #)   
FREE Live stream      http://newhope.listentochurch.com

YouTube Link to View Streamed Worship 
New Hope on the Creeks 

New Hope Lutheran Church of Sand Creek & Pine Creek  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgsG8Jl-RdcdnKSnFI48DyQ  

mailto:nhpastor@chibardun.net
mailto:newhope@chibardun.net
http://www.newhopescpc.org
http://newhope.listentochurch.com/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgsG8Jl-RdcdnKSnFI48DyQ
mailto:skiturtle3@yahoo.com
mailto:tdbuck@chibardun.net
mailto:kristi_welle@yahoo.com
mailto:stephaniomtvedt@yahoo.com
mailto:mark.gilberts4@gmail.com
mailto:buffg@citizens-tel.net
mailto:jbilodeau78@hotmail.com
mailto:londo@chibardun.net
mailto:paanbe@yahoo.com
mailto:jloy@cwasd.k12.wi.us
mailto:roncate@chibardun.net
mailto:louanngilberts@hotmail.com
mailto:mertmarie69@yahoo.com
mailto:kunkels-7@hotmail.com

