
Welcome to New Hope! 
January 9, 2022     Baptism of Our Lord     

The Baptism of Our Lord cannot help but recall our own and all 
baptismal blessings. We recall and celebrate our adoption as 
daughters and sons, the gift of the Holy Spirit, and the promised 
company of almighty God when we “pass through the waters . . . the 
rivers . . . fire.” On this day the heavens open again for this 
assembly, and we receive the gift of the beloved Son of God in bread 
and wine. 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

PRELUDE 
WELCOME 

+ Stand as you are able + 
CONFESSION + FORGIVENESS     Green hymnal page 56 
Pastor: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All: Amen 
P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets   
 are hid:  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we  
 may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
All: Amen.  

Silence for reflection. 

P:  Most merciful God, 
All: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.  We have  
 sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by  
 what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have  
 not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,  
 have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in  
 your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for you, and for his sake God   
 forgives you all your sins.  To those who believe in Jesus Christ he gives the power to    
 become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. 
All: Amen.  
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HYMN   Shall We Gather at the River   Blue Hymnal #690 

1. Shall we gather at the river, where bright angel feet have trod, 
 with its crystal tide forever flowing by the throne of God? 
 Refrain 
  Yes, we'll gather at the river, the beautiful, the beautiful river; 
  gather with the saints at the river that flows by the throne of God. 
2 On the margin of the river, washing up its silver spray, 
 we will walk and worship ever, all the happy golden day.   Refrain 
3 Ere we reach the shining river, lay we ev'ry burden down; 
 grace our spirits will deliver, and provide a robe and crown.  Refrain 
4 Soon we'll reach the shining river, soon our pilgrimage will cease; 
 soon our happy hearts will quiver with the melody of peace.  Refrain 

Text: Robert Lowry, 1826-1899 

GREETING 
P: The grace our Lord Jesus Christ, the love God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit   
 be with you all. 
All: and also with you.  

KYRIE (Sung)       Green Hymnal page 57 
P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
All: Lord, have mercy. 
P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
All: Lord, have mercy. 
P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well being of the church of God, and for the    
 unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
All: Lord, have mercy. 
P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, Let us pray to the  
 Lord. 
All: Lord, have mercy. 
P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
All: Amen. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: Let us pray.  
All: Almighty God, you anointed Jesus at his baptism with the Holy Spirit and revealed him  
 as your beloved Son. Keep all who are born of water and the Spirit faithful in your   
 service, that we may rejoice to be called children of God, through Jesus Christ, our   
 Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and  
 forever. Amen. 
+ You may be seated + 
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WORD 
  God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.  

OLD TESTAMENT  + Isaiah 43:1-7 
Reader:  Near the end of Israel’s exile in Babylon, God promises to bring them home. They  
  need no longer be afraid, because the one who formed, created, and called them by  
  name now redeems them from all their enemies. God declares them precious and  
  honored, and God loves them. A reading from the prophet Isaiah. 

But now thus says the Lord, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel: Do not fear, 
for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine. 2When you pass through the 
waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk 
through fire you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you. 3For I am the Lord your 
God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. I give Egypt as your ransom, Ethiopia and Seba in 
exchange for you. 4Because you are precious in my sight, and honored, and I love you, I give people 
in return for you, nations in exchange for your life. 5Do not fear, for I am with you; I will bring your 
offspring from the east, and from the west I will gather you; 6I will say to the north, “Give them up,” 
and to the south, “Do not withhold; bring my sons from far away and my daughters from the end of 
the earth—7everyone who is called by my name, whom I created for my glory, whom I formed and 
made.” 

PSALM 29 All kings shall bow down before him. (Ps. 72:11) 
Leader: Ascribe to the Lord, you gods, ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 
All:  Ascribe to the Lord the glory due God’s name; worship the Lord in the beauty of  
 holiness. 
Leader: 3The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; the Lord is upon  
 the mighty waters. 
All:  The voice of the Lord is a powerful voice; the voice of the Lord is a voice of splendor.  
Leader: 5The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees; the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon; 
All:  the Lord makes Lebanon skip like a calf, and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox. 
Leader: 7The voice of the Lord bursts forth in lightning flashes. 
All:  The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness; the Lord shakes the wilderness of   
 Kadesh.  
Leader: 9The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests bare. And in the  
 temple of the Lord all are crying, “Glory!” 
All:  The Lord sits enthroned above the flood; the Lord sits enthroned as king  
 forevermore. 
Leader: O Lord, give strength to your people; 
All:  give them, O Lord, the blessings of peace.  
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NEW TESTAMENT + Acts 8:14-17 
Reader:  Peter and John are sent to support the new Christians in Samaria, a group that was   
   recently baptized after hearing the good news of Christ through the preaching of Philip.  
   Here the Samaritans receive the gift of the Holy Spirit in the laying on of hands. A   
 reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 
Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, they sent 
Peter and John to them. 15The two went down and prayed for them that they might receive the Holy 
Spirit 16(for as yet the Spirit had not come upon any of them; they had only been baptized in the name 
of the Lord Jesus). 17Then Peter and John laid their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit. 
Reader: Word of God.  Word of Life.   
All: Thanks be to God! 
            

CHILDREN’S TIME     

NOISY OFFERINGS in January are going toward Lutheran Disaster Response. Thank you! 

+ Please stand for a reading from the life of Jesus Christ + 
ALLELUIA 
Refrain:  Alleluia! Alleluia! Raise the Gospel over the earth! 
  Alleluia! Alleluia! Peace and justice bringing to birth!  
All:  Speak, Lord, for your servant’s listening, Speak, Lord, for we’re longing to hear

Good News, that at last the promised reign of God is near!  Refrain

All: Faithful, Lord, in all your words and Faithful, Lord, in all that you do. 
 Faithful, in your promise to create our world anew!    Refrain
  

+ Please stand for a reading from the life of Jesus Christ + 
GOSPEL + Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 
The reading opens with questions about the identity of the Messiah. John the Baptist insists that he is 
not the Messiah; instead he points ahead to one who is coming. And whether the voice of God was 
heard by all or only by Jesus, God settles the matter: Jesus is God’s beloved Son. 

P: A reading from the gospel of Luke.  
All: Glory to you, O Lord  
As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning John, 
whether he might be the Messiah, 16John answered all of them by saying, “I baptize you with water; 
but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He 
will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his 
threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable 
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fire.” 21Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was 
praying, the heaven was opened, 22and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a 
dove. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 
P: Word of God. Word of Life.
All: Praise to you, O Christ  
+ You may be seated +         

SERMON      Pastor Michael D. Sparby 

HYMN OF THE DAY     Thy Holy Wings  Blue Hymnal #741 
1 Thy holy wings, O Savior, spread gently over me, 
 and let me rest securely through good and ill in thee. 
 Oh, be my strength and portion, my rock and hiding place, 
 and let my ev'ry moment be lived within thy grace. 

2 Oh, let me nestle near thee, within thy downy breast 
 where I will find sweet comfort and peace within thy nest. 
 Oh, close thy wings around me and keep me safely there, 
 for I am but a newborn and need thy tender care. 

3 Oh, wash me in the waters of Noah's cleansing flood. 
 Give me a willing spirit, a heart both clean and good. 
 Oh, take into thy keeping thy children great and small, 
 and while we sweetly slumber, enfold us one and all. 

Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832-1903, sts. 1, 3; Gracia Grindal, b. 1943, st. 2; tr. composite 
Text © 1983 Gracia Grindal, Selah Publishing Co., Inc., agent. www.selahpub.com 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

APOSTLES’ CREED      
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  

 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
 He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.  
 He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the   
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
After each petition  
L:  God of grace,  
All:  hear our prayer. 

LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

+ Please Stand + 

SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

OFFERINGS are received in the baskets near the door.      

OFFERING PRAYER 
L:  Let us pray.  
All:  God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures forever. You bring  
 forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish us with these gifts, that we  
 might be for the world signs of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior and  
 Lord. Amen. 

GREAT THANKSGIVING      Green hymnal pages 68-69 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
All: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
All: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
+You may be seated +             
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Yes!  You are welcome at the Lord’s Table! 
 In the Sacrament of the Altar Christ offers forgiveness of sin, life and salvation to all who 
trust in Him.  If you are new to this community in Christ, and seek greater understanding of this 
means by which God comes to us, please contact the pastor. White grape juice is available for those 
who prefer it.  
            Children not yet receiving the sacrament, and others who wish not to receive it, are invited 
forward to receive a blessing.  Simply cross your hands over your chest. Ushers will direct you 
forward.  If coming forward is difficult, please inform an usher and servers will come to you where 
you are sitting. 
 All: Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
  Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
  Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

COMMUNION SONG      Remembrance 
Join in the Chorus: By Your mercy we come to Your table.  
   By Your grace You are making us faithful. 
   Lord, we remember You, and remembrance leads us to worship.  
   And as we worship You, our worship leads to communion. 
   We respond to Your invitation. We remember you. 

+ Please Stand + 
COMMUNION BLESSING 

 PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
All: We thank you, O God, that you have fed us at your banqueting table with bread and  
 wine beyond compare, the very life of Christ for us. Send your Spirit with us now, that  
 we may set the captive free, use your gifts to build one another up, and in everything  
 reflect your glory revealed in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

7



SENDING 
God sends out into the world to share the love we know in Jesus. 

MINISTRY NEWS 

BENEDICTION 

HYMN   I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light  Blue Hymnal #649 

1 I want to walk as a child of the light. 
 I want to follow Jesus. 
 God set the stars to give light to the world. 
 The star of my life is Jesus. 

Refrain 
 In him there is no darkness at all. 
 The night and the day are both alike. 
 The Lamb is the light of the city of God. 
 Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus. 

2 I want to see the brightness of God. 
 I want to look at Jesus. 
 Clear Sun of righteousness, shine on my path, 
 and show me the way to the Father.  Refrain 

3 I'm looking for the coming of Christ. 
 I want to be with Jesus. 
 When we have run with patience the race, 
 we shall know the joy of Jesus.   Refrain 

Text: Kathleen Thomerson, b. 1934 
Text © 1970, 1975 Celebration. 

SENDING  L: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord.  
    All: Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE   

The Mission of New Hope Lutheran Church: 
To be a Welcoming Community of Faith inspired by God’s Grace to Love + Grow + Serve 

Two Locations + One Congregation +8:30a Pine Creek site and 10a Sand Creek site. 
If you are searching for a spiritual home, we’d love to have you join us! 
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