
Welcome to New Hope! 
January 2, 2022        Epiphany Sunday        

8:30a Pine Creek Site     10a Sand Creek Site  

The feast of Epiphany (“manifestation”) concludes the Christmas season 
with a celebration of God’s glory revealed in the person of Jesus Christ. In 
Isaiah and Ephesians, that glory is proclaimed for all nations and people. 
Like the light of the star that guided the magi to Jesus, the light of Christ 
reveals who we are: children of God who are claimed and washed in the 
waters of baptism. We are sent out to be beacons of the light of Christ, 
sharing the good news of God’s love to all people. 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

PRELUDE 

WELCOME 
+ Stand as you are able + 

CONFESSION + FORGIVENESS     
Leader: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who sends the word with angels, who is made   
 flesh among all peoples, and who breathes peace on all the earth. 
All: Amen 
Leader: In Christ, we are bold to name our sin and cry out for peace. 
All: Amen.  

Silence for reflection. 

Leader: Holy God, 
All: we confess our sin before you. We replace compassion with competition. We seek   
 what is mighty while ignoring the meek. We are quick to anger but slow to    
 forgive. We have not put on love in harmony with you. Wrap us in the grace of   
 your powerful Word. Swaddle our hearts with your peace, that all we do, in    
 word or deed, may reflect your love born among us. Amen. 
  
Leader: I bring you good news of great joy for all people: God has come among us 
  in the child born of Mary, Christ the Lord. ☩ In Christ your sins are forgiven 
  and you are clothed in peace. 
All:  Amen.  
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 HYMN   Good Christian Friends   Green Hymnal #55 
1 Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice; 
 give ye heed to what we say: Jesus Christ is born today; 
 ox and ass before him bow, and he is in the manger now. 
 Christ is born today! Christ is born today! 

2 Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice; 
 now ye hear of endless bliss: Jesus Christ was born for this! 
 He has opened heaven's door, and we are blest forevermore. 
 Christ was born for this! Christ was born for this! 

3 Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice; 
 now ye need not fear the grave; Jesus Christ was born to save! 
 Calls you one and calls you all to gain the everlasting hall. 
 Christ was born to save! Christ was born to save! 

GREETING 
P: The grace our Lord Jesus Christ, the love God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit   
 be with you all. 
All: and also with you.  
KYRIE (Sung)       Green Hymnal page 57 
P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
All: Lord, have mercy. 
P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
All: Lord, have mercy. 
P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well being of the church of God, and for the    
 unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
All: Lord, have mercy. 
P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, Let us pray to the  
 Lord. 
All: Lord, have mercy. 
P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
All: Amen. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: Let us pray.  
All: O God, on this day you revealed your Son to the nations by the leading of a star. Lead us 
 now by faith to know your presence in our lives, and bring us at last to the full vision of  
 your glory, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and  
 the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
+ You may be seated + 
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WORD 
  God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.  

OLD TESTAMENT  + Isaiah 60:1-6 
Reader:  Jerusalem is assured that nations will make a pilgrimage to her, because the light  
  of  God’s presence is in her midst. The bountiful food of the sea and the profits of  
  international trade will come streaming to Jerusalem and thereby declare God’s  
  praise. A reading from the prophet Isaiah. 
Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 
2For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the Lord will arise upon you, 
and his glory will appear over you. 
3Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 
4Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather together, they come to you; your sons shall come 
from far away, and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. 
5Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice, because the abundance of the 
sea shall be brought to you, the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 
6A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba 
shall come. They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord. 

PSALM 72:1-7, 10-14 All kings shall bow down before him. (Ps. 72:11) 
Leader: Give the king your justice, O God, and your righteousness to the king’s son; 
All: 2that he may rule your people righteously and the poor with justice; 
Leader: 3that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, and the hills, in righteousness. 
All: 4Let him defend the needy among the people, rescue the poor, and crush the oppressor.  
Leader: 5May he live as long as the sun and moon endure, from one generation to another. 
All: 6Let him come down like rain upon the mown field, like showers that water the earth. 
Leader: 7In his time may the righteous flourish; and let there be an abundance of peace till the  
 moon shall be no more. 
All: 10May the kings of Tarshish and of the isles pay tribute, and the kings of Sheba and  
 Seba offer gifts.  
Leader: 11May all kings bow down before him, and all the nations do him service. 
All: 12For the king delivers the poor who cry out in distress, the oppressed, and those  
 who have no helper. 
Leader: 13He has compassion on the lowly and poor, and preserves the lives of the needy. 
All: 14From oppression and violence he redeems their lives, and precious is their blood in his  
 sight.  

NEW TESTAMENT + Ephesians 3:1-12 
Reader:  What had been hidden from previous generations is now made known through the 
  gospel ministry of Paul and others. In Christ both Jews and Gentiles participate in  
  the richness of God’s promised salvation. A reading from Paul’s letter to the   
  Ephesians. 
This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles—2for surely 
you have already heard of the commission of God’s grace that was given me for you, 3and how the 
mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I wrote above in a few words, 4a reading of which 

3



will enable you to perceive my understanding of the mystery of Christ. 5In former generations this 
mystery was not made known to humankind, as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and 
prophets by the Spirit: 6that is, the Gentiles have become fellow heirs, members of the same body, and 
sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 
  7Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace that was given me by 
the working of his power. 8Although I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given to me to 
bring to the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ, 9and to make everyone see what is 
the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things; 10so that through the church the 
wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the 
heavenly places. 11This was in accordance with the eternal purpose that he has carried out in Christ 
Jesus our Lord, 12in whom we have access to God in boldness and confidence through faith in him. 

Reader: Word of God.  Word of Life.   
All: Thanks be to God! 
            
CHILDREN’S TIME     

January NOISY OFFERING will go toward Lutheran Disaster Response.    

HYMN OF PRAISE  Bright and Glorious is the Sky   
1 Bright and glorious is the sky, radiant are the heavens high 
 where the golden stars are shining. All their rays to earth inclining 
 beckon us to heav’n above, beckon us to heav’n above. 

2 On that holy Christmas night through the darkness beamed a light; 
 all the stars above were paling, all their luster slowly failing 
 as the Christmas star drew nigh, as the Christmas star drew nigh. 

Men/boys: 3 Sages from the East afar,  
    when they saw this wondrous star, 
    went to find the king of nations and to offer their oblations 
    unto him as Lord and King, unto him as Lord and King. 

Women/girls: 4 Him they found in Bethlehem, yet he wore no diadem; 
    they but saw a maiden lowly with an infant pure and holy 
    resting in her loving arms, resting in her loving arms. 

5 Guided by the star, they found him whose praise the ages sound. 
 We too have a star to guide us which forever will provide us 
 with the light to find our Lord, with the light to find our Lord. 

6 As a star, God’s holy word leads us to our King and Lord; 
 brightly from its sacred pages shall this light throughout the ages 
 shine upon our path of life, shine upon our path of life. 
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+ Please stand for a reading from the life of Jesus Christ + 
GOSPEL + Matthew 2:1-12  
God’s promise shines bright in the night as magi follow a star to honor a new king. Strangers from a 
faraway land, they welcome the long-awaited messiah of Israel. 
P: A reading from the gospel of Matthew.  
All: Glory to you, O Lord (Sung) 

1In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise 
men from the East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, “Where is the child who has been 
born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to 
pay him homage.” 3When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all 
Jerusalem with him; 4and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the 
people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. 5They told him, 
“In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 
 6‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the 

rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.’ ” 
  7Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star 
had appeared. 8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and 
when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” 9When they 
had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, 
until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10When they saw that the star had stopped, they 
were overwhelmed with joy. 11On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and 
they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of 
gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left 
for their own country by another road. 
P: Word of God. Word of Life.
All: Praise to you, O Christ (Sung) 
         
SERMON       Pastor Michael D. Sparby 

HYMN OF THE DAY     Shine, Jesus, Shine  Blue Hymnal #651 
Lord the light of Your love is shining 
in the midst of the darkness shining;  
Jesus, Light of the World, shine upon us. 
set us free by the truth You now bring us,  
Shine on me, shine on me. 

Refrain: Shine, Jesus, shine, fill this land with the Father's glory; 
  Blaze, Spirit, blaze, set our hearts on fires. 
  Flow, river flow, flood the nations with grace and mercy;  
  Send forth Your Word, Lord, and let there be light. 
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   As we gaze on Your kingly brightness,  
   So our faces display Your likeness;  
   Ever changing from glory to glory, 
   Mirror'd here may our lives tell Your story,  
   Shine on me, shine on me.  Refrain 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

APOSTLES’ CREED      
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  

 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin   
 Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
 He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into  
 heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to  
 judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the   
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

  
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
After each petition  
L:  Hear us, O God,  
All:  Your mercy is great. 

LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

OFFERINGS are received in the baskets near the doors.      
  
 + Stand + 
OFFERING RESPONSE      
All:  Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of blessing.   
 Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, that we may be fed with the  
 bread of life. Gather the hopes and the dreams of all; unite them with the prayers  
 we offer now. Grace our table with your presence, and give us a foretaste of the feast  
 to come. 
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L:  Let us pray.  
All:  Gracious God, your Word-made-flesh brings harmony to the earth. As we offer   
 ourselves and these your gifts, prepare us to receive the grace and truth you offer at this  
 table and renew in us the song of your salvation, in Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

GREAT THANKSGIVING (Sung)    Green hymnal pages 68-69 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
All: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
All: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
P: It is indeed right and salutary…  

All: Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive its King; 
 Let every heart prepare him room And heaven and nature sing,  
 And heaven and nature sing, And heav’n, and heaven and nature sing. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
+You may be seated +                                  

Yes!  You are welcome at the Lord’s Table! 
  
Today Holy Communion is served in individual cups at the altar rail. Receive a wafer of bread, and 
then choose a cup of either red wine or, if you prefer, white grape juice. In the Sacrament of the 
Altar Christ offers forgiveness of sin, life and salvation to all who trust in Him.  If you are new to this 
community in Christ, and seek greater understanding of this means by which God comes to us, please 
contact the pastor. 
            Children not yet receiving the sacrament, and others who wish not to receive it, are invited 
forward to receive a blessing.  Simply cross your hands over your chest. Ushers will direct you 
forward.  If coming forward is difficult, please inform an usher and servers will come to you where 
you are seated. 

All: Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

+ Please Stand + 
COMMUNION BLESSING 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
All: We thank you, wondrous God, for Jesus, God with us, in these gifts of bread and wine.  
 As we have shared this feast of love, strengthen us to share your love with all the world.  
 In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
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SENDING 
God sends out into the world to share the love we know in Jesus. 

MINISTRY NEWS 
BENEDICTION 
HYMN   We Three Kings of Orient Are 
1 We three kings of Orient are; bearing gifts we traverse afar, 
 field and fountain, moor and mountain, following yonder star. 

  Refrain  Oh, star of wonder, star of night, star with royal beauty bright; 
    westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light! 

2 Born a king on Bethlehem’s plain, gold I bring to crown him again; 
 king forever, ceasing never, over us all to reign.       Refrain 

3 Men/boys: Frankincense to offer have I; incense owns a deity nigh; 
   prayer and praising, gladly raising, worshiping God Most High.    Refrain 

4 Women/girls:  Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume breathes a life of gathering gloom; 
        sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying, sealed in the stone-cold tomb.   Refrain 

5 Glorious now behold him arise, King and God and Sacrifice; 
 heav’n sings alleluia: alleluia the earth replies.       Refrain 

Text: John Henry Hopkins Jr., 1820-1891, alt. 
  
SENDING  L: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
   All: Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE   

The Mission of New Hope Lutheran Church: 
To be a Welcoming Community of Faith inspired by God’s Grace to Love + Grow + Serve 

If you are searching for a spiritual home, we’d love to have you join us! 
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