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IT’S GOING TO TAKE SOME TIME: 
Genesis 40:1-4 
“Some time later, the cupbearer and the baker of the king of Egypt offended their master, the king of Egypt. 
Pharaoh was angry with his two officials, the chief cupbearer and the chief baker,  and put them in custody in 
the house of the captain of the guard, in the same prison where Joseph was confined.  The captain of the 
guard assigned them to Joseph, and he attended them.” 
 
 
 
NOBODY LIKES TO WAIT 
Genesis 40:5-22 
“After they had been in custody for some time,  each of the two men—the cupbearer and the baker of the king 
of Egypt, who were being held in prison—had a dream the same night, and each dream had a meaning of its 
own.” 
 
 
 
WHAT DO YOU DO WHILE YOUR’E WAITING? 
Genesis 40:23- 41:1a 
“The chief cupbearer, however, did not remember Joseph; he forgot him.  When two full years had passed, 
Pharaoh had a dream…” 
 
Psalm 130:5 
“I wait for the LORD, my whole being waits, and in his word I put my hope.”  
 
Focus on what God: 

o Has Done 
 

o Is Doing 
 

o Will Do 
 
 
 
You’ll get through this. 
It won’t be painless. 
It won’t be quick. 
But God can use this mess for good. 
Don’t be foolish or naïve. 
But don’t despair either. 
With God’s help, you’ll get through this 

- Max Lucado 



LIFE GROUP QUESTIONS: 
 
SHARE: Where are some places you always have to wait?  How do you feel about waiting? 
 
READ: Genesis 40:1-4.  What was Joseph’s situation.  How do you think Joseph was feeling? 
 
READ: Genesis 40:5-8.  Why is it significant that they had been in prison “some time?”   Have 
you ever had a dream that you felt was significant?  What made you feel that way?   What do 
you learn about Daniel from verse 8?  
 
READ: Ecclesiastes 5:3, Jeremiah 23:28, Joel 2:28. What do you think these verses tell us about 
dreams?  How should we handle dreams? 
 
READ: Genesis 40: 9-15.  Do you think the interpretation was obvious?  What do you think 
about what Joseph asks in verses 14-15?  
 
READ: Genesis 40:16-19. What do you think about this dream?  
 
READ: Genesis 40:20-22.  What does this tell you about Joseph? 
 
READ: Genesis 40:23. How do you think Joseph was feeling at this point? What promises have 
you made and not kept?  
 
READ: Genesis 41:1a.  Why is waiting for God to move in our lives so hard?  Where are you 
waiting for God to move?  What do you think you should do while you wait? 
 
READ: Psalm 130:5.  How can focusing on What God has done, What He is doing, and What we 
know He will do, help us as we wait? 
 
PRAY: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 


