
 
 
 
  
 
 
NEHEMIAH 1:1-4 
These are the memoirs of Nehemiah son of Hacaliah.  
In late autumn, in the month of Kislev, in the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes’ reign, I 
was at the fortress of Susa. Hanani, one of my brothers, came to visit me with some 
other men who had just arrived from Judah. I asked them about the Jews who had 
returned there from captivity and about how things were going in Jerusalem.  
They said to me, “Things are not going well for those who returned to the province of 
Judah. They are in great trouble and disgrace. The wall of Jerusalem has been torn 
down, and the gates have been destroyed by fire.”  
When I heard this, I sat down and wept. In fact, for days I mourned, fasted, and prayed 
to the God of heaven. 
 
CONTEXT: 
2000 BC – ABRAHAM 
1500 BC – MOSES 
1000 BC – KINGS (SAUL, DAVID, SOLOMON) 
DIVIDED KNGDOM… 
722 – (NORTHERN / ISRAEL)  ASSYRIAN EXILE 
605 – (SOUTHERN / JUDAH ) BABYLONIAN EXILE 
500 – RETUEN FROM EXILE… 
            ZURRUBBABLE – TEMPLE 
            EZRA – TORAH 
            NEHEMIAH – WALLS  (445BC – 410BC). 
  
WHO ARE YOU? 
  
NEHEMIAH 1:11  
“In those days I was the king’s cup-bearer” 
  
1 JOHN 3:1 
See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of 
God! And that is what we are! 
  
EPHESIANS 2:10 
For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do 
the good things he planned for us long ago. 
WHAT’S GOD’S PLAN FOR YOU? 
  
What breaks your heart? 
  
What burdens you? 
  



LIFE GROUP QUESTIONS: 
  
SHARE:  Share with the group a time you feel was a defining moment in your life. 
  
READ: Deuteronomy 29:13-28. What does this tell you about God?  What does this tell 
you about the future of God’s people? 
  
READ: Nehemiah 1:1-2.  What do these verses tell you about Nehemiah?  
  
READ: Nehemiah 1:3-4. What do these verses tell you about Nehemiah? About the 
people in Jerusalem?  What Hint do you get at Nehemiah’s purpose? 
  
READ: Nehemiah 1:5-11.  Who was Nehemiah?  
  
READ: 1 John 3:1. Who do does this verse tell you that you are? 
  
READ: Ephesians 2:10. Who are you according to these verses? What doe God have 
planned for you? 
  
SHARE:  Why do you think Nehemiah was so upset about the condition of Jerusalem?  
  
SHARE: What breaks your heart?   What Burden has God given you? What is one thing 
you can do to help you act on that burden? 
  
PRAY 
  
 


