
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Mission Continues 
 
2 Timothy 1:7  
God has not given us a spirit of fear but of power and love and self-control. 
 
Eight years ago, I had a conversation that changed my life. Actually, it was the conversation 
that took place within a conversation that was so powerful. Confused? Lemme explain. 
 
I sat across from the then vice-president of the LGBTQ club at UCLA. I shared with him that I 
was a Christian but sadly had never sat with someone from their club with the sole purpose of 
listening to understand. If he was willing to give me any length of time, I’d like to listen. He 
graciously agreed. 
 
Now, instead of filling you in on all we talked about, I’ll simply say that a little way into the 
conversation I noticed I my spirit getting defensive. 
 
I prayed, “Lord, why do I feel the need defend Christians? That’s not why I came.” 
 
God showed me it was because I was afraid that if his ideas were the dominant view of society 
my future might be in jeopardy. Then He brought to mind 2 Timothy 1:7 – but “I have not given 
[you] a spirit of fear but of power and love and self-control.” 
 
I have zero reason to be afraid, because NO ONE can take what God has already given in 
Christ … so I do have the power to listen and engage with nothing other than love for him. 
 
My conversation with God during my conversation with that gentleman transformed my heart in 
that moment – and I hope he experienced it. 
 
As followers of Jesus who are about Jesus’ mission of making followers of Him, we need to be 
very careful that we go about His work in His way – driven by love and sacrificial service, rather 
than fear and self-preservation. Jesus didn’t come because he was afraid of losing the world, 
he came because He loved it (John 3:16). He didn’t come to be served, but to serve (Mark 
10:45) 
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