
 
 
 
 
 
 
Extend Compassion 
  
Here we are, part 3 in John 4. 
 
Today I want to focus on HOW Jesus always went out of His way to extend 
compassion, even when racism and prejudice was at an all-time high. 
 
Historically we all know that Jews had no dealings with Samaritans. They hated one 
another and despite all of that, Jesus teaches us that proximity is POWER. 
 
Now, I want to confess and tell you that it would be naive for me to say that it is easy 
to make friends with people that are radically different; whose skin color, language, 
rituals, values, ancestry, history, religion, and customs are different from your own. 
 
Between us let me ask you… Whom do you have no dealings with? 
 
In Mark 4:35-41, we read about another time where Jesus leads His disciples out of 
their comfort zone in order to extend compassion to save the lost. 
 
Jesus says to His disciples, “Let’s cross to other side of the lake.” 
 
Crossing the Sea of Galilee represented so many things to the Jews. 
 
It represented a new way of living, a new start, and it also represented leaving 
everything and everyone they knew behind. 
 
The sea also represented the unknown, something they didn’t have any control over. 
They also heard stories of people sailing the sea and never coming back. 
 
So, as they’re crossing over we read that the disciples become afraid and uncertain 
about what Jesus is up to. When what they feared the most, a storm out at sea comes 
true! 
 
And just like the disciples, when we’re about to cross over and do something 
uncomfortable we grow anxious, worried, and even fear our lives. The disciples then 
search for Jesus and find Him sleeping on a cushion in the storm (Verse 38). 
 
You know the rest…Jesus tells the storm to hush and then asks his disciples, “Why are 
you afraid? Do you still have no faith?” (Verse 40) 



 
Let me ask you another question…How are you going to intentionally cross over to 
connect with people that don’t vote like you, look like you, go to the same church as 
you, or believe in Jesus like you? 
 
Remember, Jesus is the ultimate authority that invites you and me to cross over. 
 
How? By creating proximity with sinners and being in dialogue with them. 
 
Look, I get it. I know you’re probably resisting and probably thinking, “That’s your job, 
pastor.” It’s not. It’s ours and Jesus went out of His way to get in the way. 
 
What a powerful strategy! 
 
You want to use the authority God has given you? 
 
Do you want Him to use you in things that really matter to Him? 
 
Then you have to cross over and get to know people that are different than you. 
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