
 
 
 
 
 
 
Experience Community 
 
It would be easy to attach our culture’s definition of community to our spiritual life, but 
that would be to our great detriment. “Community” today is largely based on small 
tribal collections of people who share the same ideas around politics, religion, 
finances, race, sexuality, etc. It’s a known (and frightening) fact that our social media 
feeds are heavily curated to show us only what we want to see, further hammering us 
into more narrowly defined, exclusive circles of strangers who see the world in an eerily 
similar way, giving us the illusion of unity and correctness. This, paired with the desire 
to present only the very best version of ourselves to the world online, traps us in a 
cycle of mask-wearing and chokes out any shot at real intimacy. 
 
In contrast, Biblical community is all about bringing unlike things together (Gal. 3:28), 
revealing our hidden hurts and faults (Jas. 5:16), sharing a hot meal with those who see 
things different (Mk 2:15ff), humbly learning from others (Phil. 3:17), serving the poor 
(Acts 4:34), being inclusive (Ro. 12:15ff), empathetic (1 Pet. 3:8), generous (Acts 20:35) 
and accountable (Gal. 6:1ff) to name a few. 
 
Though there are many ways we as a church provide opportunities for you to 
experience Biblical community (Life Groups, Bible studies, 
Men’s/Women’s/Student/Kids gatherings), one of the most transformational communal 
experiences I’ve had to date was through Celebrate Recovery. 
 
To be sure, one of the biggest obstacles to true community is our propensity toward 
secrecy. We’d simply rather keep our junk to ourselves. And even in the Church, there 
often aren’t safe places to be both truly known and fully loved. But CR is a place where 
this can actually happen.  
 
If you’re in a place where you know you need authentic community but don’t know 
where to begin and there are struggles in your life you can’t seem to overcome (no 
matter how big or small), pray about attending CR on Friday nights and see how 
Biblical community can transform your life. 
 
Psalm 32:3-4 | NLT 
When I refused to confess my sin, my body wasted away, and I groaned all day long. 
 
The good news is, there is great healing in being known. 
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