
 
 
 
 
 
 
Experience Community 
 
I love good professional sports game whether it is a Rams football game [OOOH! 
ouch], or a Dodger baseball game or the oh so many sporting events we are blessed 
with in America. I mean think about how many you have experienced; track and field 
Olympic competition, 7th game NBA finals, Dodgers winning the World Series, Kirk 
Gibson comes to mind or Reggie Jackson of the Yankees. Good stuff to remember and 
feel you are a part of. All these sports succeed when one falls, then another picks up 
their game to the betterment of the team. When Shaq couldn’t hit the free throw, Kobe 
said give me the ball. 
 
That is what Experience Community is about, it is a lifelong team we get to build as we 
Encounter God in our lives and Extend Compassion to others. Through serving others 
lifelong connections are developed, this has brought wonderful faithful people in my 
life. I have lost connection with a few but the friendship is still there. It is all through our 
love for Christ with His promise for our eternity these continue to be part of my 
community, my faith gains strength through others. In Ecclesiastes 4:12, the Bible tells 
us that “though one may be overpowered, two can defend themselves. A cord of three 
strands is not quickly broken.” The rest of the scripture discusses the meaning of this, 
but to me it also seems to tie the strands of Experience Community, Extend 
Compassion, Encounter God that we feel is so important for the church body.       
 
I have prayed with people who have lost their homes from fire, served building a 
community in Mexico, as well as given gifts of love from so many of you to 
children/families in El Porvenir Mexico. I have shoveled mud from a flood ravaged 
home, and carried the contents of a home to the street for disposal in Houston after 
Hurricane Harvey, prayed for people before surgery, and people after surgery for the 
healing power of Gods hand, I have cleaned houses, fixed toilets, cut trees, laid 
flooring for a mother with a disabled child in a rental home, built a fence on serve day 
for a man who lost his mom. All with the support of ‘my’ community around and with 
me. I write this not to express what I have been blessed to be a part of and what lies 
before me with community but to lead us into the next section. 
 
I am on a fishing trip on the ocean for two days with a group of fishermen, and to say 
the least Jesus is not part of the spirit on board. I make it known through words and 
action Jesus is a part of my life, through this another of the faith befriends me and we 
become brothers, we build community so each of us can and do support one another 
throughout the two-day trip. On each trip, we now embrace one another knowing a 
man of faith is on board, God blesses this friendship. To see this in action when others 



come beside us is awesome. To pray in the still darkness on the ocean and in the 
morning light before the sun appears is God breathed. 
 
 Ephesians 6:10-12 
“Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on the full armor of God, so 
that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes. For our struggle is not against 
flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of 
this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.” 
 
Community opens to others to know Christ when in any certain circumstance I praise 
Him, thank Him for His rich blessings, acknowledge His Sovereignty His creation as I 
mention the name of Jesus to those I meet. It is out of bringing Christ into a 
conversation in a group setting, others in the faith come along side me.  When I put my 
trust in Jesus in the work place or other non-church settings and find a brother or sister 
I feel good inside. 
 
I don’t believe Paul was timid or shy when scripture gave us 2 Timothy 4:7-8: 
 
“I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Now there is 
in store for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will 
award to me on that day—and not only to me, but also to all who have longed for his 
appearing.” 
 
I by no means consider myself on any level as Paul the Apostle but through my actions 
and words if I can further the kingdom of God’s love to others then I am following what 
Jesus has told me to do. 
 
Then Jesus came to them and said “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given 
to me. Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I 
have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”  - 
Matthew 28:18-20 
 
I pray for you all as 2023 continues and may we all Grow this year to the Next Step in 
our walk with Christ, as we become Rooted in where Jesus wants us to be. May our 
God of love and grace shine His face upon you, and be gracious to you. 
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