
 
 
 
 
 
Encounter God 
 
Last week, we talked about Jesus being the living water that quenches our spiritual 
thirst and washes away every sin so that we will never grow thirsty again. 
This week I want to look at the same story in John 4 and talk about the way God 
encounters us versus our desired way or expectations. 
 
John 4:9 NIV - The Samaritan woman said to him, “You are a Jew and I am a 
Samaritan woman. How can you ask me for a drink? (For Jews do not associate with 
Samaritans) 
 
“…I am a Samaritan woman.” 
 
This woman undoubtedly struggled to trust men. Her past dealings with 5 men and her 
current hombre left her jaded and suspicious. Her life up to this point had been bound 
up in giving men her body in hope of quenching her own thirst, her desperate need to 
be loved. She bounced form one hopeless relationship to another, a pattern she 
helplessly could not change on her own. 
 
To top that off she knew that Jewish people looked down at Samaritans as unclean 
people. 
 
Then in John 4:11 NIV we read that she looks at Jesus and plainly sees that He has no 
rope or jar to draw water from the well and she says, “Sir”, you have nothing draw with 
and the well is deep. Where can you get this living water? 
 
Isn’t this just like us? We get so caught up in the natural (what we can see) instead of 
trusting God in the supernatural (we need to remember that Jesus’ ministry was 
marked by supernatural power). 
 
As we continue to read this woman then uses religion as another reason/excuse to 
deflect and argue with Jesus. She says, “Our fathers worshipped on this mountain, but 
you Jews claim that the place where we must worship is in Jerusalem.” John 4:20 NIV 
 
Have you ever tried avoiding the issue of your sin by arguing with God? Yep, so have I. 
 
Just know this. Jesus is more interested in winning your soul than winning an 
argument. 
 



So, let me ask you this…What false expectations of God have negatively affected your 
walk with Him and your happiness? 
 
Do you find yourself imagining how you would do things differently for yourself and 
those you love if you were Him (God)? 
 
Our understanding of love naturally means keeping our loved ones from danger, pain, 
suffering, and sickness, but it’s not God’s. Sure God has made promises of blessing us 
but He also promised we would be persecuted and suffer for His name sake. 
 
“I have told you this so that you will have peace by being united to me. The world will 
make you suffer. But be brave! I have defeated the world!” John 16:33 GNT 
 
Do you find yourself expecting, praying, and begging God to return just as He 
promised because you’re suffering or you have lost hope in the next generation, the 
government, school system, etc? 
 
Can I tell you something? Christ is going to RETURN, just as he promised! (Luke 21:27) 
 
But so far, everyone who has passed away in the past two thousand years has been 
wrong thinking that He was going to return in their lifetime! 
 
Our job remains the same, we need to continue to fix our eyes on Jesus and live for 
Him WHILE we stay awake, for we do not know on what day our Lord is coming…for 
the Son of man is coming at an hour you do not expect” (paraphrasing Matthew 
24:42,44 ESV) 
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