
 
 
 
 
 
What is an Ambassador? 
 
2 Corinthians 5:17-21 
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; 
behold, the new has come. All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to 
himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was 
reconciling[c] the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and 
entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. Therefore, we are ambassadors for 
Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be 
reconciled to God. For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him 
we might become the righteousness of God. 
 
While several of the verses above are likely very familiar to you if you have been around 
church for a while (verse 17 – we are a new creation; verse 21 was turned into a hit 
song by Chris Tomlin), I want to focus on verse 20. Paul writes that we are 
ambassadors for Christ. What does that mean? 
 
To better understand, we need to look at the definition of “ambassador”. According to 
Google, it is a person who acts as a representative or promoter of a specified activity. 
In order to be a good representative, you must know what you are representing. You 
need to spend a lot of time living with it.  
 
Think about ambassadors that are sent to foreign lands. Before they go, they are 
steeped in knowledge of the home country they represent. They know the customs, 
traditions, rules, etc. They sound like they are from their host nation. When you spend a 
lot of time with someone, you sound more like them. You pick up certain phrases and 
sayings. When I lived in the South, I started saying things like “y 'all” (which is one 
syllable for those who play Poetry for Neanderthals – our Life Group will get it) and 
“What in the Sam Hill”. I developed a Southern accent over the years I was there. Even 
if I didn't say southern phrases, you knew I was from the South when I first opened my 
mouth and uttered my first words. No one confused me as someone from England. It 
was clear I lived in the South. 
 
Now reflect back on what Paul said. We are ambassadors for Christ. If we encounter 
Jesus in a real way by doing things such as being in the Word daily, attending church 
regularly, participating in a Life Group and spending time with fellow believers, it 
should be evident to everyone with whom we interact. We should have an accent, like I 
had when I spent years in the South…except we should have a heavenly accent. What 
does a heavenly accent sound like? We should be nice to everyone, loving our friends, 



our neighbors and even our enemies. We should refrain from bad language. We should 
be courteous to others when on the freeway. We should help those in need. 
 
People should see and hear Jesus through us, His ambassadors. One of the greater 
compliments I can think of is being told I have a thick heavenly accent. 
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