
 
 
 
 
 
Encounter God 
 
Matthew 5:8 | Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 
 
In her 2018 book, The Dangers of Christian Practices, Lauren Winner has a chapter in 
which she focuses on written prayers of slave-owning women in the Civil War-era 
South as modes of household management. These prayers depict women who knew 
the centrality and power of prayer and used it to ask God … for obedient slaves. 
 
Those women affirmed the authority of the Bible, and I have every reason to believe 
their prayers were sincere. Even still, I’d argue that their view of God (and of His 
relationship with the world) was shaped more by their cultural loyalties … than by the 
Scripture. 
 
Now, rather than casting condemning stones I imagine Jesus would want us to 
examine ourselves. What influence are our cultural tribes and loyalties having on our 
view of God? 
 
I’m not sure any of us can fully answer this question … but admitting it’s a reality for 
“me” (not just everyone else) is step one to the blessing of seeing God … as He is. 
 
And step one naturally leads to step two … immersing ourselves in a gospel 
community with people from different cultures and life stories. When I was in seminary 
a much older and more mature classmate would often say, “I know what I think and 
why I think it, but I’m sure all my thoughts aren’t completely accurate. That’s why I 
need to I understand what you think and why you think it.” Translation: “I need to 
understand your thoughts and stories to better see God … as He is.” 
 
What wisdom! Truth be told, it was I who needed her stories. 
 
I wonder what would’ve happened if those slave-owning women had the courage to 
really listen to and care about the stories and experiences of their slaves? 
 
If we are to truly encounter God … as He is … not as we might want Him to be … in 
addition to being immersed in God’s word we need to (1) acknowledge the formation 
our cultural and tribal loyalties have on us and (2) actively listen to and be affected by 
the experiences of those (and especially brothers and sisters in Christ) who are of a 
different ethnicity, life-stage, or economic status than we are. 
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