
 
 
 
 
 
 
Are You Ready to Encounter God?    
 
“Come near to God and he will come near to you.” – James 4:8 
 
The word “encounter” means to experience, engage, interact with, to come into 
contact with something or someone.  To truly encounter something, you have to get 
close to it, have the barriers removed.        
 
For example, If I see a picture in a book or online of a bear, I might learn something 
about them. Or if I go to the zoo and I see a bear, I feel safe because there is still a 
distance or a barrier between me and this powerful creature.   But if I am hiking in the 
mountains and encounter a bear, well that’s a whole different situation!  My first 
reaction would most likely be excitement mixed with fear! My next reaction is to run! 
Which I hear is exactly what you should not do!  Seeing a bear and encountering a bear 
are often very different experiences 
 
I think this describes most people’s relationship with God. We like the idea of God, we 
even like the idea of learning about God and knowing things about Him and who He is.  
But if we are honest, we are often comfortable with God because we keep Him at a 
safe distance.  We like God in heaven, or in our Bibles that we can close, or at church 
where we can visit on occasion, but we keep ourselves at a safe distance.  We usually 
want God on our terms.  
 
The Children of Israel loved the God who delivered them from Egyptian slavery, parted 
the Red Sea for them and was taking them to the promised land, but when they came 
to Mount Sinai, where God gave them the Ten Commandments, God’s presence was 
on the mountain and look at how they responded: 
 
“When the people saw the thunder and lightning and heard the trumpet and saw the 
mountain in smoke, they trembled with fear. They stayed at a distance and said to 
Moses, ‘Speak to us yourself and we will listen. But do not have God speak to us or we 
will die.’”  (Exodus 20:18-19) 
 
Maybe we are afraid of getting too close to God because of His power, but isn’t that 
the same power that He uses to protect us?  Maybe it’s because we are afraid of what 
He will ask us to do, or where He will ask us to go.  Maybe we are afraid if we get too 
close He will change us! Where have you been keeping God at a safe distance? What 
barriers have you put up between you and God?  We have a God who loves us, wants 



to interact with us, who desires to have an encounter with us!  Are you ready to 
encounter Him? 
 
If you desire an Encounter with God this year, I want to encourage you to sign up for 
ROOTED, our 10-week discipleship experience where I am confident you will 
Encounter God! 
 
Ken LaMont | Lead Pastor 
 
 
 
 


