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OCTOBER 2- 8. [WEEK 40]
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 2 [DAY196]

Gne
il Apostolicity

READ: Luke 6:13-17

13 When morning came, he called his disciples to him and chose
twelve of them, whom he also designated apostles: 1* Simon
(whom he named Peter), his brother Andrew, James, John,
Philip, Bartholomew, > Matthew, Thomas, James son of
Alphaeus, Simon who was called the Zealot, ¢ Judas son of
James, and Judas Iscariot, who became a traitor.

THINK ABOUT IT: What does it mean to be an Apostle?
READ: DD-196

READ: Acts 2:42-43

42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. ** Everyone
was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed
by the apostles.

THINK DEEPER: What kind of authority do the apostles
have in the church?
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GjiP
|||| Marks of the Church

READ: Ephesians 3:10-11

10 Hjs intent was that now, through the church, the manifold
wisdom of God should be made known to the rulers and
authorities in the heavenly realms, 1! according to his eternal
purpose that he accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord.

THINK ABOUT IT: What is the purpose of the Church?
READ: DD-197

READ: Acts 14:22-23

23 paul and Barnabas appointed elders for them in each church
and, with prayer and fasting, committed them to the Lord, in
whom they had put their trust.

READ: Acts 16:4-5

4 As they traveled from town to town, they delivered the
decisions reached by the apostles and elders in Jerusalem for
the people to obey. ° So the churches were strengthened in the
faith and grew daily in numbers.

THINK DEEPER: What makes a healthy church?
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TR
|||| Preaching

READ: 2 Timothy 4:2-5

2 preach the word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct,
rebuke and encourage—with great patience and careful instruction.

3 For the time will come when people will not put up with sound
doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around
them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want
to hear. * They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside
to myths. ° But you, keep your head in all situations, endure hardship,
do the work of an evangelist, discharge all the duties of your ministry.

THINK ABOUT IT: Why is preaching so important in the
church?

READ: DD-198

READ: Romans 10:13-15

Bfor, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be
saved.”* How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed
in? And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard?
And how can they hear without someone preaching to them? *°* And
how can anyone preach unless they are sent? As it is written: “How
beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!”

THINK DEEPER: Can you have a church without
preaching?
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WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 7 [DAY199]

Qe
|||| Members of the Church

READ: Romans 12:3-5

4 For just as each of us has one body with many members, and
these members do not all have the same function, ° so in Christ
we, though many, form one body, and each member belongs to
all the others

THINK ABOUT IT: What does it mean to be a “member”
of the church?

READ: DD-199

READ: Colossians 3:15-17

15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members
of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful. 1° Let
the message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and
admonish one another with all wisdom through psalms, hymns,
and songs from the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in your
hearts. 7 And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it
all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the
Father through him.

THINK DEEPER: What is the role of church members?
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(T2
Il church & State

READ: 1 Timothy 2:1-3

I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and
thanksgiving be made for all people—?2 for kings and all those in
authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness
and holiness. 3 This is good, and pleases God our Savior.

THINK ABOUT IT: What responsibility doe the church
have towards the state?

READ: DD-200

READ: Romans 13:1-7

Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities, for there is no authority
except that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been
established by God. 2 Consequently, whoever rebels against the authority is
rebelling against what God has instituted, and those who do so will bring
judgment on themselves. 3 For rulers hold no terror for those who do right, but
for those who do wrong. Do you want to be free from fear of the one in
authority? Then do what is right and you will be commended. * For the one in
authority is God’s servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for
rulers do not bear the sword for no reason. They are God'’s servants, agents
of wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer. ° Therefore, it is necessary to
submit to the authorities, not only because of possible punishment but also as
a matter of conscience.

®This is also why you pay taxes, for the authorities are God’s servants, who
give their full time to governing. ” Give to everyone what you owe them: If you
owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then revenue; if respect, then respect; if
honor, then honor.

THINK DEEPER: What is the responsibility of the state?



