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GW God as Trinity

The doctrine of the Trinity! you ask me what that is. It is that doctrine that
sheweth us the love of God the Father in giving His Son; the love of God
the Son in giving Himself; and the love of the Lord the Spirit in His work of
regenerating us, that we may be made able to lay hold of the love of the
Father by His Son.

- John Bunyan

READ: Colossians 1:15-20

5 He [Christ] is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation.
16 For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things
were created through him and for him. 17 And he is before all things, and
in him all things hold together. ' And he is the head of the body, the
church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything
he might be preeminent. '° For in him all the fullness of God was pleased
to dwell, 2° and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on
earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross.

THINK ABOUT IT:
How do you understand the concept of the Trinity?

READ DD-41

Apostles Creed:

| believe in God the Father Aimighty, Maker of heaven and earth, And in Jesus
Christ his only Son our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, Born of the
Virgin Mary, Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, dead, and buried. He
descended into hell; The third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into
heaven, And sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Aimighty; From thence he
shall come to judge the quick and the dead. | believe in the Holy Ghost; The Holy
catholic Church, the Communion of Saints; The Forgiveness of sins; The
Resurrection of the body, And the Life everlasting. Amen.

What part of the idea of Trinity is most confusing to you?
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9P The Bible and the Trinity

In the deepest mystery of his being, God is an intimate relationship,
a fellowship, a community of love. — Darryl Johnson

READ: Genesis 1:1

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 2 The earth was
without form and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And
the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters.

READ: John 1:1-3

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were
made through him, and without him was not anything made that was
made.

THINK ABOUT IT:
What do these verses tell you about the Trinity?

READ: DD-42

READ: Hebrews 9:14

How much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal
Spirit offered himself without blemish to God, purify our conscience
from dead works to serve the living God.

Q. What does deity mean?
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e"T Trinitarian Terms

“Learn, then, O believer ,to love all the persons of the Divine Trinity alike.

Remember that salvation is no more the work of one than of the other.
They all three agree in one; and as in the creation they all said, ‘Let us
make man;’ so in salvation they all say, ‘Let us save man;’ and each of
them does so much of it that it is truly the work of each and undividedly
the work of all”

— Charles Spurgeon

READ: 1 Corinthians 8:6

Yet for us there is but one God, the Father, from whom all things came
and for whom we live; and there is but one Lord, Jesus Christ, through
whom all things came and through whom we live.

THINK ABOUT IT:
What do these verses tell you about the Father and Son?

READ: DD-43

Write down the definitions of these terms as they relate to the
Trinity:

¢ Innascibility —

e Paternity —

o Filiation —

e Spiration -

e Procession —
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Tli:) One and Three

What God creates is not God; just as what humans create is not human.
What God begets is God; just as what humans beget is human.
— C.S. Lewis

READ: 1 Peter 1:1-2

Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ,

To God'’s elect, exiles scattered throughout the provinces of Pontus,
Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia, 2 who have been chosen
according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through the
sanctifying work of the Spirit, to be obedient to Jesus Christ and
sprinkled with his blood: Grace and peace be yours in abundance.

THINK ABOUT IT:

What do these verses tell you about the work of the Trinity?

READ: DD-44

READ: Hebrews 1:3

The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his
being, sustaining all things by his powerful word. After he had provided
purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in
heaven.

Q. What is the difference between essence and person?

Q. Which of the heresies on page 65 have you heard people teach?
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(<TTT2] .
i Eternal Generation

“The only reason God would have had for creating us was not to get the

cosmic love and joy of relationship (because he already had that) but to

share it.” — Timothy Keller

READ: 1 John 4:13-15

This is how we know that we live in him and he in us: He has given us of
his Spirit. * And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his
Son to be the Savior of the world. '° If anyone acknowledges that Jesus
is the Son of God, God lives in them and they in God.

THINK ABOUT IT:

How do these verses help or confuse your understanding of the Trinity?

READ: DD-45

Nicene Creed:

| believe in one God,

the Father almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all things visible and invisible.

| believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the Only Begotten Son of God,

born of the Father before all ages.

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father;
through him all things were made....

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son...

Q. Is there anything in this creed you would change?



