
 

 

Seeking the Lost  
  
  
Jesus is on his way to Jerusalem and is passing through Jericho - the City of Palms.    
  
He is one of many who are their way to the Passover celebration.   
  
A tax collector named Zacchaeus is curious and wants to get a glimpse of Jesus, but 
being of relatively short stature, he climbs a sycamore tree to get a better view.  
  
What I like about this story is that, on the surface, Zacchaeus doesn’t seem to need 
anything tangible from Jesus.  He is not sick.  He is not poor.  He is not demonized.  He 
was a man of great power in his day.  All seemed to be going great in his life.  Was he 
just curious about Jesus?   
  
It is easy for people to realize they need God when they have a real need - when life 
isn’t going so well.  So why was Zacchaeus so interested that he climbed a tree to see 
more?  What prompts people to seek Jesus when everything is seemingly going 
great?  Simply stated, Zacchaeus knew well of his sinful nature and knew he was 
lost.  Back to the story…..  
  
Seeing Zacchaeus in the tree, Jesus calls him by name and invites himself to dinner at 
his house.  The crowd is shocked!  Did Jesus really just invite himself to dinner with a 
tax collector?  A known sinner?  But Jesus reminds them that sinners are his 
priority.  “For the Son of Man came to seek and save the lost.” Luke 19:10.  
  
After being found by Jesus, Zacchaeus’ heart changed and he set out to make right the 
wrong in his life.  He once was lost and now he is found. His heart was one of newfound 
repentance.   
This was a man who knew he was a broken sinner and needed Jesus.   
  
I found it interesting to note the contrast between Zacchaeus and the Pharisee 
mentioned in Luke 18.  This Pharisee denied he was a sinner, boasting, “I fast twice a 
week; I give tithes of all that I get.”  Luke 18:11. A self-righteous man, he looked down 
at others praying arrogantly, “God, I thank you that I am not like other men, extortioners, 
unjust, adulterers or even tax collectors.” Luke 18:11. This was man who believed he 
was blameless.  
  
Like Zacchaeus, this Pharisee was a man of health, wealth and power. Yet these two 
men had different accounts of their spiritual morality.  Because of that, Zacchaeus 
realized how much he had to gain from following Jesus while the Pharisee saw only 
what he had to lose.  
  



Jesus came to seek and save the lost.  Whether we are Zacchaeus or the Pharisee, His 
arms are open wide and He wants our hearts.    
  
What is holding you back right now from being fully found and being a fully devoted 
follower of Jesus?  What are you afraid to lose?  What do you stand to gain?  Jesus is 
worth it!  
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