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Joseph’s brothers hated him •  Genesis 37:1–11DAY 1

READ    
Genesis 37:1–11

EXPLAIN     
The truth of Genesis 37:1–11
Cain and Abel, Jacob and Esau, and now Joseph 
and his brothers! Why are all these chosen families 
so messed up? The Bible does not try to hide their 
sin. Instead, it shows God’s providence, the way He 
causes all the details to work together to accomplish 
His plan. God even works through people’s failures 
and sins. He used Joseph’s failures. Joseph did well 
to believe the dreams God sent. He had faith that 
his brothers did not have. But Joseph was immature 
and not very wise in tatt ling on his brothers, talking 
about his dreams, or fl aunti ng Jacob’s favoriti sm. 
God also used Jacob’s failures. Jacob’s favoriti sm 
divided Joseph and his brothers just like favoriti sm 
had divided Jacob and Esau. God also used the sinful 
atti  tude of Joseph’s brothers. They were jealous not 
just about Jacob’s favoriti sm, but also about the plan 
God showed through Joseph’s dreams. They did not 
want litt le Joseph to be in charge. Yet the two dreams 
confi rmed that God’s plan was certain (cf. 41:32). 
Despite all the problems in this family, God would use 
this to do exactly what He had planned (15:13)
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ASK   
1.  What did Joseph tell Jacob about his 

brothers?
Joseph told Jacob that his brothers were doing 
a bad job with the sheep.

2. What did Jacob give Joseph?
Jacob gave Joseph a fancy coat. This showed 
that Jacob treated Joseph as the fi rstborn.

3.  What did Joseph tell his brothers that made 
them hate him even more?
Joseph told them two dreams in which he 
ruled over them.

4.  Would all this family trouble stop God’s 
plan?
No. God is able to use even evil to accomplish 
His plan.

DISCUSS   
1.  Why does God oft en choose the younger, 

the smaller, and the weaker by human 
standards (Deut 7:7; 1 Cor 1:26–31)?

2.  Do you know people that God is using in 
great ways? Does this make you jealous? 
Does God have the right to choose some 
over others (Rom 9:14–19)?

WEEK 15
SHARE THE BIBLE LESSON God preserves Joseph

Genesis 37:1–36



Joseph’s brothers sold him into slavery • Genesis 37:12–28DAY 2

READ    
Genesis 37:12–28

EXPLAIN     
The truth of Genesis 37:12–28
Is anything really just an accident? In this story, God uses 
many seemingly chance events to accomplish His will. (1) 
Jacob happened to send Joseph to check on his brothers at 
Shechem. (2) His brothers had traveled north to Dothan, a 
place that happened to be near the major trading route (unlike 
Shechem). (3) A man happened to find Joseph wandering 
in the field, and happened to have overheard the brothers 
say they were going to Dothan. (4) Joseph happened to be 
wearing his fancy robe, provoking his brothers hatred. (5) The 
brothers happened to be in a position where they could see 
Joseph coming at a distance and plan to harm him. (6) Reuben 
happened to think of a plan to throw Joseph into a pit and to 
come back later to rescue him. (7) Judah happened to have the 
idea that they should sell Joseph. (8) Judah had this idea and 
the brothers sold Joseph while Reuben happened to be away. 
None of these “coincidences” just happened. God had planned 
it all in order to save many people (50:20) and preserve the line 
of the Messiah.

Joseph’s family fell apart • Genesis 37:29–36DAY 3
READ    
Genesis 37:29–36

EXPLAIN     
The truth of Genesis 37:29–36
Even though God uses evil to make His good plan 
happen, evil is still evil. When we sin, it still hurts. As a 
result of his sin, Reuben was sad. He tore his clothes, 
but he felt more sorrow for himself than for Joseph or 
his father, so he was not really repentant. The brothers 
plunged deeper into sin by using goat’s blood and 
Joseph’s robe to deceive Jacob. Their sin created a very 

unhappy family. Jacob would not stop grieving. As for 
Joseph, he became a slave, separated from his family 
for what to him appeared to be forever. But God was 
using all this to accomplish His plan. God’s providence 
always works for our ultimate good, if we belong to 
Him. Since He saved Jacob’s family and the line of 
the Messiah by controlling everything that happened, 
including sin and “coincidences,” we can trust that God 
will use all things to work together for the good of 
those who love Him. At the same time, we should not 
use this as an excuse to sin. Sin always hurts, but doing 
what is right leads to great joy (Ps 1, 15).

DAY 3 CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

ASK   
1.  Did Joseph find his brothers at Shechem?

No. They had moved to Dothan.
2.  How did Joseph know where to find them?

A man happened to be in the field who knew 
and told Joseph.

3.  What did Joseph’s brothers do to him?
First they threw him in a pit. Then they sold 
him to traders who took him to Egypt.

4.  How was God working in this story?
God used Joseph to save many people, 
including the line of the Messiah.

DISCUSS   
1.  When something happens that upsets you, 

how can remembering God’s providence 
help you respond in the right way?

2.  When something turns out well for you, 
who should you give the credit?
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God is providentially in control of all things • Romans 8:28–29DAY 4
READ    
Romans 8:18–39

EXPLAIN     
The truth of Romans 8:28–29
These verses are about God’s providence. Providence 
is how God arranges the natural events in this world 
to accomplish His purpose, just like He did in the 
story of Joseph. Because of God’s providence, every 
difficulty we face gives us three opportunities. First, 
we have an opportunity to glorify God by trusting 
that He is working all things together for good. When 
we trust Him, we can also glorify him by obeying Him 
even in the middle of a difficult situation. Second, 
we have an opportunity to grow to be like Christ. 
Sometimes we think the “good” God is accomplishing 
has to feel good to us right now. But the real good 
God is accomplishing is undoing the stain of sin in 
our hearts so that we become more and more like 
Jesus—more and more like the people God made 
us to be. Third, trouble is an opportunity to serve 
others. Joseph’s captivity and slavery would give him 
a huge opportunity to save thousands of lives. If we 
love God’s glory, desire to be like Christ, and focus 
on serving others, then our troubles turn into great 
opportunities full of blessing.
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ASK   
1.  What is “providence”? 

Providence is how God arranges natural events in this 
world to accomplish His purpose. 

2.  What three opportunities do we have in every 
difficult situation?
We have an opportunity to glorify God, grow to be 
more like Christ, and serve others. 

3.  How does Romans 8:29 explain Romans 8:28?
It shows us that “good” is about becoming like Jesus, 
even if it hurts a lot. 

DISCUSS   
1.  Describe different hardships in your family that God 

has used for good.
2.  Think of a current difficulty in your life. How can you 

respond in a way that glorifies God? In what way 
does God want you to grow through this to be more 
like Jesus? How can you serve others in the middle 
of this trouble?

ASK    
1.  How did Joseph’s brothers deceive Jacob?

They tore Joseph’s coat and stained it with goat’s 
blood.

2.  Where is God in this story?
He is in control of things behind the scenes (this is His 
providence).

3.  How did sin harm the family?
Jacob was always sad, Joseph was gone, and the 
brothers stayed in their sin.

DISCUSS   
1.  Is God’s ability to use evil for good an excuse to 

sin (Rom 6:1)? Why shouldn’t we go on sinning 
(Rom 6:2–18)? 

2.  Describe some of the effects of sin on your family. 
Confess, but also thank God for His ability to turn 
evil into good.



Jesus was rejected by Israel • Acts 7:1–16, 51–52DAY 5
READ    
Acts 7:1–16, 51–52

EXPLAIN     
The truth of Acts 7:1–16, 51–52
Why did Stephen tell the story of Joseph and his 
brothers? Didn’t all the Jews listening to him already 
know all that? Stephen told this story to condemn the 
Jews who rejected Jesus. He went through Israel’s 
early history and showed how they had a habit of 
rejecting the ones God sent to save them. Just as 
Joseph’s brothers rejected him because of envy, 
so too the Jews rejected Jesus out of envy (Mark 
15:10).  This was shocking to Stephen’s audience, 
since they did not think that the Messiah could suffer. 
But like Joseph, and just as Isaiah had predicted (Isa 
53), the Messiah would save through suffering. The 
Jews listening to Stephen were being just like their 
ancestors. Actually, they were much worse. It was bad 
to mistreat Joseph, since God used Joseph to save 
the line of the Messiah. But it was worse to kill Jesus, 
since Jesus is Himself the Messiah. Joseph was a 
faithful man, but Jesus is the only perfectly Righteous 
One. Sadly, many people today continue to reject 
Jesus. Do you give Him the honor He alone deserves?

ASK   
1.  How was Joseph like Jesus?

God used Joseph to save many, just as Jesus saves in a 
much greater way.

2.  How was Jesus treated like Joseph?
The Jews rejected and mistreated Jesus like their 
ancestors rejected and mistreated Joseph.

3.  How did both Joseph and Jesus save through their 
suffering?
Joseph was in a position to save because of his 
captivity and slavery. Jesus saved through His 
suffering and death.

DISCUSS   
1.  Spend some time praying and praising Jesus for 

His perfect righteousness, His suffering, and the 
salvation He provides. 

2.  Did Joseph’s brothers always reject Joseph (Gen 
50:18)? Will Israel always reject Jesus (Rom 11:25–
36)?

God delivers Joseph
Genesis 39:1–50:26

NEXT WEEK


