Crosswinds Community Church
Located just north of the downtown area of
Stillwater is CrossWinds. It is approximately
21 miles from St. Paul and 26 miles from
Minneapolis in the greater metropolitan area.
CrossWinds’ members come from locations
throughout the St. Croix Valley, including
Western Wisconsin.
CrossWinds is affiliated with the Minnesota
Baptist Conference (regionally) and part of
Converge Worldwide (nationally).

Core of Crosswinds - Who We Are
CrossWinds welcomes newcomers with open arms. It’s a place where you can be yourself and people not only learn
your name but desire to get to know you. CrossWinds is truly a family of believers, ready to reach out in times of need
and lifting each other up, even in difficult circumstances.

BE
BEFRIEND
BEGIN
BELONG
BECOME

Key CrossWinds Values
God Centered: God’s agenda drives us; we love Jesus;
we appeal to the guidance of the Holy Spirit as we trust
prayer and Scripture.
Our Leadership is God centered;
Our Worship is God centered;
We as a faith community are God centered.
Relational: Genuine relationships dependent on unconditional
love connect us; trust abounds and allows us to work through
life’s struggles together.
Willing to truly care for one another, we are creating
a Christ empowered family, demonstratively open to
welcoming new faces as people and not “growth
potential” as we organically use our hands to love
and be loved.
Missional: Our hearts are burdened to reach out to others,
and we are committed to the Great Commission and Great
Commandments.
We use our relational core, skills and well-being
to connect, cooperate and collaborate with our
greater community.
Entrepreneurial: We are willing to try new ways to engage
one another and the Stillwater community to achieve our
Vision for a new future, staying focused through our Mission
and being true to our Values.

History
In 1998, CrossWinds Community Church was started as a daughter church of Faith Community Church of Hudson,
Wisconsin. Crosswinds Church entered into a relationship with the Minnesota Iowa Baptist Conference as well as
Converge Worldwide, an international movement of churches. Faith Community Church supported CrossWinds in
its early formation.
Pastor Tim Caspers was called by Faith Community to be the church planter for CrossWinds. He and his wife Valessa
arrived in Stillwater in July 1998, to begin the process of gathering a core group of believers. Eighteen adults were
enlisted from Faith Community to be the launch team, which soon grew to twenty eight.
Beginning in October of 1998, the launch team gathered every
Monday evening to plan, train and pray in preparation for
public worship and ministry. It was during those meetings that
the name CrossWinds was chosen. The name comes from two
verses: Luke 9:23: Then He said to the crowd, “If any of you
wants to be my follower, you must put aside your selfish
ambition, shoulder your cross daily, and follow me.” And
John 3:8,”Just as you can hear the wind but can’t tell where it
comes from or where it is going, so you can’t explain how
people are born of the Spirit.” Thus CrossWinds combines
both the work of the cross of Jesus and the renewing work
of the Holy Spirit.
The first official public worship service was held on Easter
Sunday, April 4, 1999, with 254 in attendance. The service
was held at Rutherford Elementary where CrossWinds rented
worship and educational space.
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In 2008, the church purchased five acres of land in Stillwater
Township at the intersection of Highway 96 and Newgate.
CrossWinds held its first service at the new facility on March
25, 2012, with 312 in attendance.
In January 2013, CrossWinds called Pastor Robert Olszewski
as Family Life Pastor. In September 2015, CrossWinds called
Isaac Dunnick as Pastor of Student Ministry and Worship.
CrossWinds had a record attendance of 356 on Easter Sunday 2016.
Pastor Tim Caspers, after 19 years of ministry at CrossWinds,
retired as Lead Pastor in June 2017.

staff at crosswinds
Currently there are 3 full-time pastors, 1 office administrator,
and 1 Director of Ministry Planning and Development on staff
at CrossWinds. The pastors are divided as Lead Pastor, Pastor of
Family Life, and a Pastor of Worship and Student Ministry.

ministries at crosswinds
Ministry at CrossWinds includes teams that work to meet the needs of men, women, students and children. Our men’s
and women’s ministries hold regular Bible studies or accountability breakfasts, monthly social/outreach events, and
yearly retreats. Student ministry is separated into high school (ROCK) and middle school (Kairos) which each offer
classes Sunday morning as well as a weekly evening event and several outreach events and retreats each year. We also
have children's ministry at our 9:00 educational hour during the adult 2:42 classes as well as a class for children K-4 that
meets during the second half of our worship service during the message. We also coordinate with Trout Lake Camp to
provide a week of daycamp in the summer and do a few family-oriented outreach events each year. We also have care
and classes for children birth- age 4 during the service and educational events. CrossWinds has a healthy small group
ministry that spans all generations and meets in the homes of 8-10 families throughout the year. In addition to these
larger ministries there is a wonderful volunteer base at CrossWinds that participates to meet the needs of our church
family and surrounding community in the following ways:
Café Refreshment/Kitchen Team (Sunday morning Coffee Cafe,
Funerals, social events)
Worship Team Ministry (Sunday Worship Band-vocal/instrument, Sound/Computer/Video techs)
Elected Church Leadership (Overseers, Ministry Coordinators,
Management Team)
Property Management Team (Upkeep of indoor/outdoor
property)
Memorial Garden Team (Development, management, upkeep
of Memorial Garden)
Worship Ministry Team (Plan and guide Sunday worship
ministry)
Spiritual Growth Team (Plan and guide spiritual growth
ministry)
Manna Ministry (Coordinate meals to those in church family
experiencing difficulties, illness)
Grief Care Team (Encouraging the Hurting with cards,
flowers, plants and prayer)
Social Events (Plan church social events)
Management Team (Management of policies, church budget,
financials, record keeping)
Mobile Dental Team (Help administrate nine mobile dental
clinics a year at CrossWinds)
Theater Arts (Join a team of actors who do two performances
a year at CrossWinds)
Welcome and Connections Teams (Sunday Greeters and Ushers;
New guest welcome and followup)
Advancement Team (Coordinates missions involvement and
partnership with local faith-based and community organizations) CrossWinds supports Christians in full-time ministry
with Converge, Wycliffe Bible Translators, and Intervarsity
Christian Fellowship. Partnerships exist with Operation Grace
Mobile Dental Ministry, The Salvation Army, Feed My
Starving Children, Project Life, and Valley Outreach.

The Community of Stillwater
Part of the Minneapolis/St. Paul Metro
The Twin Cities boasts every amenity imaginable in a metropolitan area. An international airport, state of the art
theaters, museums, and sports complexes are numerous. This area hosts the Vikings, Twins, Wild, Lynx, Minnesota
United FC and Timberwolves as well as the University of Minnesota Gophers. The Vikings play in the brand new US
Bank stadium that will also hold the Super Bowl in 2018. The Minnesota State Fair, held over Labor Day, is one of the
largest state fairs in the nation. Minneapolis/St. Paul has many fine dining options as well as an abundance of parks
and trails. There are a large number of colleges in this area, including the University of Minnesota, University of
Northwestern, Bethel University, St. Thomas, and a number of others.

City of Stillwater
Stillwater is known as “The Birthplace of Minnesota”
and boasts many historic sites while embracing modern
convenience and a beautiful landscape. It is located
along a scenic state highway and is situated on the St.
Croix River, a National Scenic Riverway. The historic
Main Street is a thriving summer destination with many
interesting shops and restaurants. New bike trails now
link downtown Stillwater to St. Paul. The operational
historic lift bridge is a destination for tourists and
residents alike.
Residents also enjoy many walking trails and parks. In
the summer, residents and guests enjoy Lumberjack
Days and Summer Tuesdays, as well as various art
festivals. There are events in the area nearly every weekend. Up on Highway 36, residents have everything they need in shopping
centers and restaurants.
The average temperature is 15 degrees F in January and 72 degrees F in July, with temperatures ranging from below zero in the
coldest months to the 90s in the hottest weeks of summer. There are many seasonal sports in the area.

Schools
Eighteen communities and 150 square miles make up the Stillwater School District. With 8,200 students in seven elementary schools
(K-5), two middle schools (6-8), and one high school, there are opportunities for everyone. The district is known for its outstanding
music, sports, and academic programs, and there are many clubs for students to participate in as well.
In addition, there are two charter schools: St. Croix Preparatory Academy serves grades K-12, and a brand new elementary charter
north of Stillwater in Marine will serve grades K-6. Private schools include St. Croix Catholic (K-8) and Salem Lutheran (K-8).
Busing is available for all public and private schools within the district.

Real Estate
The St. Croix Valley is made up of several unique towns, many of which lie along the beautiful St. Croix River. There is much
character to be found throughout the valley as it offers a variety of neighborhoods and home styles to fit every buyer’s need. From
vintage style homes located walking distances to quaint downtowns to brand new construction within beautiful developments and
everything in between. The 2016 median sales price in the Stillwater School District 834 was $330,000 and $262,000 for Washington
County overall with an average list time as 29-35 days. The St. Croix Valley is a popular place for families who come to stay for
generations. Others move here for the lifestyle the area offers or because the commute to Minneapolis/St. Paul is relatively short at
30-40 minutes.

