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I know it has been some time since I last 
wrote a newsletter. I’m sorry. 

The region we live in has been in a severe 
drought for the past three or four years. As a 
result, we have had to cut our water 
consumption in half or face expensive fees. 
Honestly, we can afford the fees, but when 
the water runs out, the money won’t fix it. 
Gardening has stopped, and brainstorming 
for cost-effective water solutions has begun. 
There will always be things in life that cause 
us to be flexible and creative beyond our 
natural means. Another result of the drought 
is increased food costs. Agriculture is the 
main industry in our region, and will surely be 
effected.  

Carolynn has started teaching James and 
Titus at our house and has included three 
other children from the community. This is a 
great opportunity for her to get back into 
“teaching” mode. Bringing the skills she once 
used back to the surface has been fun to see. 
We built a classroom in one of the guest 
rooms attached to our house. In the future, 
we hope to have a full classroom for Carolynn 
to teach. Gary Miedema and I have been 
working earnestly to acquire land or a 
building for a community center and 
classrooms in a specific local area called 
Moreson. Several options that seemed 
promising at first have ended in 
disappointment. Please pray with us for open 
doors and opportunities. 

We have begun a house church that meets 
every two weeks at our house. Me-ann (who 
runs the bakery from our house) and a few of 
her friends come as well as the other 
missionaries that we work with. The first 
several weeks have been based on the Basic 
Series by Francis Chan and is providing a 
good baseline for the future. We hope to see 
each person drawing closer to Jesus and 
signs of activation in lives. We want to see 
others passing on what they know! 

I have been offered the privilege of speaking 
to a local grocery wholesaler staff before 
their shift. I met the managers through 
normal courses of life and have become good 
acquaintances. They have a great desire for 
the things of God. One way for my friends to 
do their part is allow me to speak the Gospel 
message to those who may not know the 
power of it. I have been invited twice and 
hope to speak more. 

Carolynn has joined a new virtual satellite 
group of Bible Study Fellowship and is able to 
listen to the lecture done in Holland, MI. She 
then connects with several women from 
around the world to do the group portion of 
the study. Technology is a huge blessing! It’s 
also fun to hear familiar accents and voices 
that can be recognized from home.  

One of the difficult parts of living in a foreign 
land and staying focused on things above, is 
the difference in culture. Of course, there can 
be many differences, but South Africa has 11 

different cultures. In the quickness of our 
minds, we see so many “wrong” things. 
“Wrong” meaning different. It’s difficult 
sometimes to distinguish between different 
in a bad way and different in a neutral way. I 
am constantly tasked with asking God how 
to handle the immensity of feelings and 
emotions as I go about my day. Often, one of 
the main challenges is to not get a hard 
heart. One thing that helps is to remind 
myself that each day is new and that God will 
give me the strength, grace and mercy I need 
for the tasks each day brings. 

Of course a lot has happened that I would 
love to tell you, and honestly, much of it 
could be perceived negatively. Living life 
anywhere has its difficulties (and 
advantages). In my mind we are just a family 
doing their best to make a difference in the 
world for Jesus. Life as a missionary is not all 
what many think it is, or want you to think 
that it is. Our challenges are not any more 
significant than most people’s; we are simply 
living in a foreign country. As idealistic as it 
may sound, going to another part of the 
world will not automatically make you a 
more special, significant follower of Jesus. 
Missionaries are people just like you. We 
have the same joys and struggles. We follow 
Jesus the best we can and encourage others 
to do the same. You do the same things 
where you are. Please don’t think that we are 
more than we are. My greatest hope is not 
that you look up to us or what we are doing, 
but that you look up to Jesus.  
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Family Day at the Sea 
From time to time, we get to take a day out to 
have fun as a family. The favorite place is always 
the sea. This beach is about two hours away at a 
town called “Witsand” and is a haven for breeding 
whales. From shore, we could see many breaching 
as they fed near the river mouth. The Breede 
River passes through our town, providing farms 
with precious water along the way, eventually 
emptying into the sea.  

 

 

Moreson Outreach 
We partnered with the Harvest School 
outreach team and local residents to pass out 
soup during the winter. Many jobs are 
agriculturally related and therefore seasonal. 
Winter can be a long, cold, and difficult 
season for many.  Moreson is a community 
that we have targeted to do community work 
and have put many hours into acquiring land 
or a building to work from.  

 

 

I have found a friend in Nqkubela that has a 
great desire and need for discipleship. Julius 
Rum is the pastor of a small church that is 
part of the Zionist denomination. This is a 
break off from churches originally started by 
American missionaries in the early 1900’s. It 
is the largest denomination among black 
South Africans. Unfortunately, many of 
these churches have gone back to traditional 
cultural practices. The most significant 
injunction to the Christian doctrine, is 
ancestral worship through rituals and 
sacrifices. I am not fully aware of the extent 
of involvement by Julius, but have witnessed 
first-hand how seriously these matters are 
affecting many other congregations. Julius 
cannot read or write, so preparing for 
sermons is difficult. Studying the Bible has 
not been an option for him until now. For the 
past 4 months, we have been meeting 
weekly to study and talk. He told me recently 
that he uses the material that I teach him 
when he preaches on Sunday to his 
congregation. He has introduced me to many 
people and has been a great help in 
continuing to build my language skills. I hope 
to keep building this relationship and see 
Julius become a great advocate for the pure 
Gospel. He has influence in his community 
and I’m excited to see how God uses him. 

 

 

 

JULIUS AND FAMILY 

Julius has a really big heart for the people in his 
community. Gary Miedema has helped him to 
acquire several thousand pounds of fresh fruit and 
vegetables to distribute. I have been blessed to go 
through Bible studies with him for a few months. 
His sons Vuyo and Sipho come to our house often 
on Saturdays to play with our kids. His wife 
Bongiswa and daughter Siphosetho have 
welcomed us into their home as well.  

Pastor Julius 
In Nqkubela 

Just for fun! After the winter beard was 
shaved, I left the mustache…for a day, 
 
 
 
 
For those who have been faithful in 
supporting us, we thank you deeply. 
We are honored and humbled to be 
entrusted by you to fulfill our calling. 
There has always been enough money 
to do the things the Lord asks us to do. 
 
In the future there will be projects and 
programs that may exceed what our 
current support allows us to do. Please 
consider supporting those projects 
when they arise. 
 
Visit www.moranpark.org or 
www.irisglobal.org to donate. 
 

http://www.moranpark.org/
http://www.irisglobal.org/
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