
Unit 9 Summary:

Copy Cats

In Copy Cats, kids will learn how the early church imitated Jesus, 
the Lion of Judah. Unlike the gospel stories, the disciples in the 

book of Acts no longer had Jesus in the flesh to watch and copy. 
They had to learn to listen to God and rely on the Holy Spirit to 
help them to imitate the life of Jesus, just like 21st century kids have 
to do.

In Copy Cats, kids will revisit the principles of the Triangle (Up, In 
and Out) and see how the early church put them into practice. Kids 
will discover how these three sets of relationships will help them 
become more the Lion every single day.
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Game On: LeSSOn 36 (Large Group)

Key Concept: Friends of Jesus spend time with God

 

Bible Story: Pentecost (Acts 1-2)

Bible Verse: Look to the Lord and his strength;  seek his face always. 
— 1 Chronicles 16:11

3DM Principle: Triangle (Up)

Large Group Overview: Kids will discover that the early church 
imitated Jesus by spending time with God

  

Huddle Overview: Kids will do a drawing activity and pray over 
characteristics of Jesus to see how they can copy Him this week.  

Lesson Outline

Game The Cat’s Meow (5 min)

Bible Story Pentecost (15 min)

Application  (5 min)

Bible Verse and Prayer  (5 min)
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If possible, decorate the teaching area with an African or tribal look. The Copy 
Cat series talks about Jesus as the Lion of Judah and uses lion and tribal imagery 
throughout the teaching. To establish this theme, hang fabric with African prints 
around the teaching area and play traditional African music or the soundtrack 
from the Lion King.  

Before the lesson, create index cards with the following words on them (one word 
per card) and give them kids in the audience:

 Set 1:

	 6  Afraid
	 6  Weak
	 6  Confused
	 6  Lonely
	 6  Loser

You will call on the kids holding the first set of cards early in the lesson and the 
kids holding the second set of cards during the application section. It may help 
to use two different colors of cards to help you remember which kids to call on 
during which section.

Be sure to pick kids who are comfortable reading aloud. Tell the kids that when 
you point to them, you want them to read their card aloud.

Introduction

Welcome back to Kairos Quest, where we are on an amazing adventure of 
discovering how to listen to God and do what He says. We’ve been diving 
into God’s story every week and learning what it means to follow Jesus. 
We’re starting a new big series here today called Copy Cats.

Opening Activity:  The Cat’s Meow

The purpose of this activity is to introduce the Copy Cat theme and the idea of 
imitating someone else.
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Set 2:

6  Courageous
6  Strong
6  Sure
6  Connected
6  Victorious
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Instructions

How To Play:

Bring up an adult leader and have him or her act out cat-like actions that 
the kids in the audience will try to copy. Give the adult leader one Cat 
card at a time and let him or her try to do the action on the card. Once the 
adult leader does the action, say “Copycat” and have the kids try to copy 
the action. The leader will look absolutely ridiculous, so have fun with this 
and play it up for the kids.

Supplies: 

6 Cat cards

To get us started, we’re going to see how good you guys are at being a 
copycat. How many of you guys have cats? If you have cats, or if you 
have ever been around cats, then you know they do some pretty crazy 
things. To prove it, one of our adult leaders is going to come up and do 
some classic cat moves. We’re going to see just how good you guys are at 
copying them.  

Bring an adult leader up to the teaching area. If you have multiple leaders, choose 
the one with the biggest personality so he or she can ham up the game for the kids. 
It will be funnier if you don’t tell the adult leader about this beforehand.

You didn’t know I was going to pull you up today, but I’m sure you’ll 
do great. I’m going give you one of my cat cards here and get you to do 
whatever it says. Then I’ll say “Copy Cats!” and the kids will copy you.  

Give the leader one card at a time and have him or her do whatever the card says. 
Have fun with this activity, commenting on the adult leader’s attempts to do 
the cat moves. After each move, say “Copy Cats” to prompt the kids to copy the 
action.

Cat Cards

6  meow  6  stretch 
6  mew  6  make claws and hiss
6  growl  6  pounce
6  purr   6  roar

MEOWGROWLROAR
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Bible Story

For the Bible story, you will need a display board on an easel or some other way 
to hang up the Lion picture with the Cub pictures around it, such as black foam 
board or a bulletin board. You will also need the three copies of the Lion picture 
and three copies of Cub picture cut out and ready to mount with double-sided tape 
or push pins.

Jesus is so big that the Bible uses a lot of names to describe who He is: Son 
of God, Savior, the Good Shepherd, and a whole lot more.

But do you know what one of the coolest names the Bible gives us for 
Jesus? It’s lion. In Revelation 5:5, He is called the Lion of Judah because 
He’s so powerful and has the ability to do things no one else can do. The 
lion is a great animal to help us think about Jesus because it’s known as 
the king of the jungle, and Jesus is the greatest King ever. 

Hang up Lion picture.

Some days our lives may feel crazy 
like a jungle, but Jesus is the King who 
is more powerful than anything. As 
people who follow Jesus, our job is to 
copy Him.  

Hang up three Cub pictures around the Lion 
picture.

Being Jesus’ disciple means that we look 
at the things Jesus did and try to do those 
too. That’s why this series is called Copy Cats, because it’s all about 
imitating the biggest, most awesome cat ever, Jesus the Lion of Judah.  

But sometimes we don’t feel much like a lion. Sometimes we feel like this.  

|||
||
| |
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That last example was more of a big cat kind of thing, but we ended the 
game there because these are the kinds of cats we’re going be talking 
about. Copy Cats isn’t about house cats. We’re going to be talking a lot 
about the biggest cats around — lions. So what do lions have to do with 
Jesus? Let me tell you.   
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Point to each kid with one of the first set of cards and have them say their words 
out loud:

6  Afraid

6  Weak

6  Confused

6  Lonely

6  Loser

For three years Jesus’ disciples followed Him around and tried to do the 
same things they saw Jesus do. Sometimes they got it right. Other times, 
not so much. But then it got a little bit harder. Forty days after Jesus rose 
from the tomb on Easter, He went back to heaven.  

Remove the Lion picture from the board.  

Now the disciples had to copy someone they couldn’t even see. But Jesus 
told them that God was going to send them a special gift to help them out. 
He told them to go back into the city and wait for it.  

Then Jesus rose up into the sky, disappeared in the clouds, and went back 
to heaven.  

As soon as He was gone, do you know what the very first thing the 
disciples did to copy Jesus? They went and prayed.  

They knew that copying Jesus starts by talking to God and listening to 
Him. Jesus was always going off to spend time with God. He was always 
listening for God to tell Him what to do next. So that’s what the disciples 
did. They waited on God and prayed.  

The Bible goes on to say that the disciples were praying together one day, 
when all of a sudden a sound came from heaven. It was a roaring like a 
mighty wind. It was God’s power and presence. It’s called the Holy Spirit. 
It looked like tongues of fire, and it came to rest on each of the disciples.  

Place Lion pictures over each of the Cub pictures.

This meant that God now lived inside each of the disciples to guide them 
and give them the power to do the amazing things Jesus did.
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Application

In the same way, if we want to be a Copy Cat, we start by praying and 
spending time with God. We talk to God and listen to what He says. 
Everything starts with our friendship with God.  

The more we walk with the Lion, the more we feel like a lion. Instead of 
feeling afraid, weak, and confused, we begin to feel like this.  

Point to each kid with one of the second set of cards and have them say their words 
out loud.

6  Courageous

6  Strong

6  Sure

6  Connected

6  Victorious

The more we hang out with the Lion, the more we act like a lion. When 
we spend time hanging out with God, He shows us what He wants us to 
do each and every day. He shows us how to be like Jesus and gives us the 
power to do it.

Bible Verse

Our Bible verse today is from 1 Chronicles 16:11. It says, “Look to the Lord 
and his strength;  seek his face always.” Seek His face. To put it another 
way, spend time with God, and you’ll become more like Jesus every day.

Prayer

God, You are the King of the jungle. You are more powerful than anything. Please 
help us to use your power to copy Jesus and help others to copy Him too.
Amen



Game On: LeSSOn 36 (Huddle)

Key Concept: Friends of Jesus spend time with God

 

Bible Story: Pentecost (Acts 1-2)

Bible Verse: Look to the Lord and his strength;  seek his face always. 
— 1 Chronicles 16:11

3DM Principle: Triangle (Up)

Large Group Overview: Kids will discover that the early church 
imitated Jesus by spending time with God

  

Huddle Overview: Kids will do a drawing activity and pray over 
characteristics of Jesus to see how they can copy Him this week.  

Supplies

6 Lion coloring sheet (1 per leader. 
Make sure to decorate it before 
Huddle.)

6 Blank Lion coloring sheets (2 per 
child)

6 Drawing supplies such as 
crayons, markers or colored 
pencils (enough for each child)
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Welcome / Large Group Review

Gather kids in a circle either on the floor or around a table. 

Welcome back to Huddle, Copy Cats. We’re going to have a great time 
together.

6 What big animal have we been talking about today?  

6 Has anyone here ever seen a real lion?  

6 What are they like?

6 How is Jesus like a lion?  

6 After Jesus returned to heaven, what was the first thing the disciples 
did to copy Him?
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6 Art supplies such as stickers, sequins, foam shapes, glue, feathers, etc. 
(enough for each child)

6 White board and markers (or poster board or flip chart) 
6 Jesus cards
6 Bible Verse cards (1 per child)

Huddle Group Outline

Welcome / Review  (5 min) 
Questions

Activity       Coloring Inside the Lions (10 min)   

Huddle Discussion  (10 min)

Bible Verse & Prayer  (5 min)



Huddle Activity:  Coloring Inside the Lions

The purpose of this activity is to help kids see that the more time they spend with 
Jesus, the easier it is to copy Him.

How It Works: 

Show kids a Lion coloring sheet that you decorated before Huddle. Give 
them five seconds to study it before turning it over so they can’t see it. 
Then pass out blank Lion coloring sheets and art supplies and have them 
try to make their lion look as much like yours as possible. After a couple 
of minutes, show kids your original lion again and have them show you 
theirs. Let them try to copy your sheet again, but this time leave your lion 
face up and completely visible.

Supplies

6 Lion coloring sheet (1 per leader. Make sure to decorate it before 
Huddle.)

6 Blank Lion coloring sheets (2 per child)

6 Drawing supplies such as crayons, markers or colored pencils 
(enough for each child)

6 Art supplies such as stickers, sequins, foam shapes, glue, feathers, 
etc. (enough for each child)

Before Huddle, decorate a Lion coloring sheet to make it unique. Put a few star 
stickers on it. Draw a hat on its head. Give it some stripes or polka dots. The goal 
is to decorate it in a way that the kids can copy, but also to add enough details so 
that they will need to refer to it several times to make an exact duplicate.

Today we’ve been talking all about being Copy Cats. So you guys are 
going to get the chance to do a little copying right now. Check this out. 
(Show kids your decorated lion.) Before Huddle today, I spent some time 
decorating my own lion. Pretty cool, huh? 
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I want to see how good you guys are at being a Copy Cat. You have five 
seconds to look at my lion and memorize every detail about it. (After five 
seconds, put your lion down face down so that kids can’t see it.) 

Here are your very own lions to decorate. Remember that the goal is to 
make your lion look as much like mine as possible. Let’s see how much 
you can remember.  

Give kids a minute to try and make a copy of your lion.  

Let’s see how you did.  

Hold up your lion and ask kids to hold up theirs. Point out any similarities.  

Was that hard or easy? Why? (Kids answer.)

Sometimes it’s hard to copy something you can’t see. Take 
Jesus, for instance. We can’t see Him right now, which makes it 
a little tricky to try and copy Him. The disciples had the same 
problem when Jesus went back to heaven.  

Now let’s try it again. I’m going to give you a new 
coloring sheet, and this time I’m going to leave my picture 
face up so you can study it as much as you want.  

Give kids a new coloring sheet and a couple of minutes to try and 
copy your lion.  

How did it go this time? Was it a little bit easier? (Kids answer.)

The more time you spend with the original lion, the easier it 
is to copy. You have time to look at all the details and compare 
them to your own picture.  

It’s the same way with following Jesus.  The more time we 
spend with Him, the easier it is to copy Him. We get to know Him better 
and can see the places in our lives that don’t look as much like Jesus. 

The good news is that He gives us the power to change and become more 
like Him every day.
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Huddle Discussion

You will need a white board and markers and the deck of Jesus Cards for this 
activity.

What are some ways we can spend time with Jesus? What are some things 
we can do to help us grow closer to Him?  

Write kids’ answers on the white board. If they get stuck, suggest things like read 
the Bible, tell Jesus what you love about Him, thank Him for what He’s done, 
confess when we’ve done wrong things, ask for what we need, be still and just 
listen, etc.

The great thing is that the more time we spend with Jesus, the easier it is 
to recognize His voice when He talks to us.  

Do you remember the gift that God gave the disciples when they were 
praying together? Kids answer.  

It was the Holy Spirit. Now everyone who follows Jesus gets this same 
gift when they begin following Jesus. It means that God comes and lives 
inside of us. The Holy Spirit helps us hear from God and do what He says.  

Right now we’re going to take some time to spend time with God and 
listen to what He has to say.  I have some cards that have some words that 
describe what Jesus is like. I’m going to have each of you draw a card and 
read it to the group. (Younger students may need to draw the card and have 
the Huddle Leader read it.) As each card is read, place it in the middle of the 
Huddle.

Jesus Cards

6		Loving   6		Joyful

6		Peaceful   6		Patient

6		Kind   6		Good

6		Faithful   6		Gentle

6		Self-controlled  6		Courageous

6		Generous  6		Forgiving

These words tell us what Jesus is like. Let’s pray and ask God to tell us 
one area where we can copy Jesus more this week. Let’s bow our heads 
and close our eyes. Now repeat this prayer after me.
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God, we want to copy the Lion. Please help us to be like Jesus. Please show us one 
way we can work on copying Him this week. Amen.

After praying, if you had to pick one of these cards to work on this week 
to be more like the Lion, which one would it be?  

Let kids share which card they want to pick. Ask them specifically to come up with 
one simple thing they can do to live out the word on the card this week. Write 
them down with the child’s name so you can pray for them this week and follow 
up in the next Huddle.  

I wrote these down so I could pray for you this week and ask you next 
time we meet how you did. When we pray and spend time with God, He 
can show us how we can be more like Jesus and give us the power to do it.

Bible Verse

Pass out Bible Verse Cards.

Our Bible verse this week is from Chronicles 16:11. It says, “Look to the Lord 
and his strength; seek his face always.” Let’s say that verse together.    

Practice the verse. If you have time, have kids make up hand motions for key words in 
the verse.

Prayer

Take prayer requests. Write them down so that you can pray over them 
during the week. Take time to pray together as a group. Encourage kids to 
pray for each other during the group time. You may want to close with a 
prayer like the following one.

God, thank You that You love to spend time with us. Help us make time to hang 
out with You this week and help us to copy Jesus in everything we do. 

Amen



Lesson 36 Huddle

BibleVerse
Cards

Look to the Lord

and his strength;
seek his face always.  
— 1 Chronicles 16:11

Look to the Lord

and his strength;
seek his face always.  
— 1 Chronicles 16:11

Look to the Lord

and his strength;
seek his face always.  
— 1 Chronicles 16:11

Look to the Lord

and his strength;
seek his face always.  
— 1 Chronicles 16:11

Look to the Lord

and his strength;
seek his face always.  
— 1 Chronicles 16:11

Look to the Lord

and his strength;
seek his face always.  
— 1 Chronicles 16:11















LeSSOn 36 (Family)

Imitating Jesus

Today I Learned: Friends of Jesus spend time with God

Bible Story: Pentecost (Acts 1-2)

Family Challenge

Play a family game of Copy Cats. Set a one-minute timer and pick someone 
to be the leader. Have everyone spend one minute trying to copy the leader. 
Whatever the leader does, everyone else has to do too. Take turns until 
everyone in the family gets to be the leader. Afterward, talk about who was 
the hardest or easiest to copy and why. Use this as an excuse to talk about 
imitating the life of Jesus and how spending time with Him is the first step 
in learning to imitate Him.  

Plan  • •  Discuss

Learning
Culture

Act  • •  Observe

Account  • •  Reflect

*

* The four questions you are asking are ways of
figuring out what your kids’ Kairos moment was

|||
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Dinnertime Discussion

At dinnertime this week, ask one of these questions to get your family 
talking.

1. If you could be any person in the world for a day, who would you be?

2. What do you think it would be like to live that person’s life?

3. If Jesus were you for a day, what do you think He would do?  

4. What’s one way you want to copy Jesus this week?

Use these questions to help kids think about living out the life of Jesus 
in their everyday world. Encourage them this week to copy Jesus by 
spending time with God.
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